
Keeping you informed

FIND OUT MORE: www.banksgroup.co.uk/dewleyhill   •   GET INVOLVED: see back page for our contact details

Dewley Hill
Surface Mine Proposal

Banks Mining and Ibstock 
Brick are planning to bring 

forward a sensitively designed 
surface mine, which would 
bring a host of benefits and 

investment to your community

We believe Dewley Hill provides an opportunity to mine a nationally 
significant amount of fireclay for house building and high quality 
coal for use as a raw material by industries such as steel works 
and cement manufacturing. This will help keep valuable jobs and 
investment in the North East instead of exporting them abroad and 
help reduce the UK’s carbon footprint, due to significantly lower 
transportation distances.

We would like to tell local residents about our plans at our 
community surgery. If you are unable to attend, but would like to 
give us your feedback, you can either write to us using the details 
on the back page or email us with your comments at:   
dewleyhill@banksgroup.co.uk

As a local resident, you are invited to book an         
appointment to meet with us at our community surgery at:

Throckley Community Hall, 
Back Victoria Terrace, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE15 9EL

on Tuesday 26th February 2019

Please contact us using the details in this newsletter to arrange your 20 minute appointment. 
Priority will be given to local residents.

TO SUPPORT THIS PROJECT CLICK ON THE BUTTON AT:www.banksgroup.co.uk/dewleyhill/support-this-project

&



Our track record 

We are a family company that 
takes pride in the work we 

do and the legacy we leave 
behind. We are proud that we 
have operated 114 sites since 
the business started in 1976. 
Every surface mine we have 

worked has been fully restored 
with many  winning awards.

Our 40 years experience in the industry and our 
development with care approach sets us apart from other 
developers. We have a long and proud reputation of 
working our surface mines to the highest environmental 
standards, restoring thousands of acres of land which have  
benefited the surrounding communities in the process 
and delivering on the promises made to communities 
neighbouring our surface mines.

We’ve restored a wide range of sites providing diverse 
wildlife habitats, community parks, fishing ponds, nature 
reserves and many more interesting landscapes. Several 
of our restored sites across the North East have won 
awards, including the largest human landform in the world, 
Northumberlandia in Cramlington. 

We constructed the multi award winning ‘Lady of the 
North’ (pictured below) and this was only made possible by 
surface mining. Since opening in September 2012, 90,000 
people visit Northumberlandia every year and she brings 
thousands of pounds to the local economy as a result.

“Northumberlandia demonstrates what can 
be achieved when the private sector works 
together with local tourism organisations 
and the community, and the delivery of this 
innovative rural tourism attraction in the 
North East is a vision to behold.”  
JAMES BERRESFORD CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF VISITENGLAND

Your personal contact

Jeannie is your community relations manager 
on the Dewley Hill Surface Mine proposal. She 
is keen to know your community better and 
find out how you think it could benefit from our 
proposals.

If you are unable to attend the surgery, but would 
like to ask any questions and share your views, 
you can contact Jeannie using the details at the 
back of this newsletter. 

We’d like to hear from you.

Banks Mining is part of the Banks 
Group. We have been designing, 
developing and operating surface 

mines, many of which have been in 
the North East, for over 40 years. 

We’re also part of the internationally 
recognised Better Coal initiative and 

have a proud track record of restoring 
every site we have ever worked.   

Banks Mining

Development with care is at the heart of our way of working, 
and it’s proven in every one of our projects by actions, 

more so than words. Respect and consideration for your 
environment, your community and our customers, employees 

and suppliers are at the centre of everything we do. 

Our Shotton Surface Mine workforce in Northumberland

Jeannie Kielty 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

MANAGER
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The need for fireclay 

Fireclays are a sedimentary 
mudstone that underlie some 

coal seams. Most fireclay seams 
are relatively thin and extraction 

on their own would not be 
economically viable and so surface 

coal mining sites are the main 
source of supply for about 90% of 

fireclay used in UK brickworks.  

The main use of fireclay is in the production of buff 
coloured facing bricks. These bricks are popular in the 
house building industry, as they have superior technical 
properties, in terms of strength, durability and frost 
resistance. 

Throckley Brickworks is a stones throw away from the 
Dewley Hill site, which means that there will be less of 
an environmental and economic impact to transport the 
material compared to sourcing it from elsewhere in the 
UK or importing the bricks from abroad.

The 400,000 tonnes of fireclay that Dewley Hill will 
produce will give Throckley Brickworks a secure source 
of material for the foreseeable future supporting the 
continued employment of the 47 employees that   
work at the Throckley site.  

Ibstock Brick is one of the UK’s 
market leaders in brick and paving 

manufacture and employs over 
1,400 people across the UK. 

Ibstock Brick 
The company has 19 brick and paver plants in the 
UK with a total capacity of some 900 million bricks 
per year. The plants are located throughout the UK 
with most having quarrying operations at or near 
them to supply the raw material essential to the 
brick making process. The nearest brickworks to 
the Dewley Hill Surface Mine is less than 0.5 miles 
away at Throckley, which produces over 70 million 
bricks every year and employs over 40 people.

PROXIMITY OF THROCKLEY BRICKWORKS TO DEWLEY HILL

DEWLEY HILL 
SITE AREA

A69

B6324

B6528

THROCKLEY
HEDDON-ON-

THE-WALL

Chapel 
House

IBSTOCK BRICK, 
THROCKLEY

AVERAGE UK HOME 10,000 BRICKS 30 TONNES OF FIRECLAY

= =

B6325

Haulage 
route to 

brickworks
(0.5 miles)
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The need for coal
In 2017 the UK demand for coal for 

industrial uses was 5.4 million tonnes. 
Dewley Hill Surface Mine will deliver 

quality coal products to UK industry. 

The coal will be used in concrete and 
steel manufacture, power and heat 
generation, as well as industrial and 

domestic sectors. 

Coal is a key raw material to important 
sectors such as steel and cement 
production and to sectors that need 
cost effective, easy to handle and high 
energy fuel sources such as domestic 
heating, food production, and heritage 
railways. 

It provides materials needed to build 
our future hospitals, schools and 
homes. 

This need will continue into the 
future and without a secure domestic 
resource these sectors and businesses 
will need to look abroad to source this 
essential mineral. 

Maintaining a high quality,      
reliable and secure supply of coal

Where does the UK’s coal come from?

• The coal we need can be 
sourced from the UK or it 
can be sourced from abroad.  
Imports are being used to meet 
the UK’s demand with some 
74% of coals imported in 2017, 
increasingly from Russia and 
the USA.

• Producing the 800,000 tonnes 
of coal from Dewley Hill not 
only ensures that jobs and 
value are retained in Newcastle, 
but also reduces the carbon 
footprint and environmental 
impact of coal due to higher UK 
operating standards and shorter 
transportation distances.

• The coal in the North East is of 
exceptional quality and can be 
used across a broad range of 
industries. In 2019, we expect 
55% of the coals produced 
from our current surface mines 
to be sold to non-power station 
customers.
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To construct the new HS2 rail line, an estimated 2,000,000 tonnes of steel will be needed*.

To produce that amount of steel, 1.6 million tonnes of coal would be needed.

YOU CAN’T MAKE 
STEEL WITHOUT COAL
Coal is an essential mineral in steel production, 
being a key element in the chemical reaction (known 
as reducting) and as a heat source for the furnaces. 
 

SOURCE: *www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-08/5783

MANUFACTURING STEEL
Coal is an essential mineral in steel production, 
being a key element in the chemical reaction 
(known as reduction) and as a heat source  
for the furnaces.
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Typical
UK home

15 tonnes
of concrete

0.5 tonne 
of coal

The UK Government has a target of building 250,000 new homes every year.
3,750,000 tonnes of concrete would be needed for the foundations       
of these new homes, requiring 125,000 tonnes of coal annually. 

It is estimated 3,000,000 tonnes of concrete will be needed to 
construct the Hinkley Point C Nuclear Power Plant near Bridgewater.
100,000 tonnes of coal would be requiried to produce that concrete. 
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CEMENT AND CONCRETE
Coal is needed to generate heat for the production 
of cement. Cement is essential to produce concrete. 
No school, house, road, bridge or hospital can be 
built without concrete.
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Petersburg 56,453
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Reducing the UK’s carbon footprint

CO2e EMITTED DURING TRANSPORTATION (Grammes of CO2e emitted per tonne of coal transported)

Greenhouse gas emissions from transporting the coal needed to meet UK demand are at least five  
times higher by importing coal from Australia or Russia, than by using our own North East coal reserves. 

*

*Based on coal transportation from Shotton Surface Mine, Cramlington (12 mile from the Dewley Hill site) to the Aire Valley via the Port of Blyth.



“The estate has worked with the Banks 
Group since 1977. I’ve always been 
impressed with Banks’ approach to 
community engagement and their innovative 
approach to working and restoring sites. 
They show great care and attention to  
detail in the design and implementation  
of each of the restoration schemes.” 
BOB DOWNER 
FORMER CHIEF EXECUTIVE, BLAGDON ESTATE

Managing dust
Dust is effectively controlled through appropriate site 
design, site management and the use of measures such 
as water sprays and bowsers on hauls roads and the 
seeding of soil mounds. Banks is a recognised leader in 
the innovation of environmental controls. We have won a 
number of awards for our work on noise control and dust 
suppression from both the Coal Authority and the Noise 
Abatement Society.

Keeping the noise down
Before we work any site we carry out noise assessments to 
understand the current sound levels in the area. We agree noise 
limits at the nearest sensitive locations with the local council, 
which protects the amenity of local residents, and these are set 
in planning conditions. Monitoring is undertaken to ensure we 
are compliant with these limits. In a pioneering project, the first 
of its kind in the UK, we invested approximately £1 million in a 
programme to reduce noise from our fleet of mobile mining plant.

Changing the landscape for the better 
We always look to push and improve ourselves, particularly when it comes to restoring the land to better than 
before we worked our surface mines. We are extremely proud of our role in Northumberlandia, which was in line 
with our ‘restoration first’ principle – a first for the surface mining industry. Other examples of our high quality 
restoration include the Blagdon Estate (pictured), where we have returned the grounds to historic parkland,   
as well as introducing fishing lakes, wetlands, ponds, water courses and wild flower meadows. 
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Looking after    
local wildlife 
We thoroughly assess what wildlife uses a site and its 
surrounding areas before we submit a planning application 
using information from wildlife experts and local interest 
groups. 

Working with the local authority’s wildlife experts and their 
advisors we look to protect and enhance the local wildlife 
and biodiversity on all our sites. Where necessary we also 
look to provide alternative on or off site habitats to ensure 
that we protect existing wildlife. (See more page 16)

One of the cleanest  
transport fleets in UK mining
All our trucks go through a wheel wash before leaving site and 
all coal HGVs are sheeted to keep the road network clean. We 
ensure that our in-house HGV fleet is both modern and clean and 
that our drivers are highly trained and professional. All our HGV 
drivers receive specialised training to make sure they drive our 
vehicles in the most fuel efficient manner possible and with a high 
regard for road safety and the communities they travel through.

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
A comprehensive environmental management 
plan is prepared for all surface mining sites, 
which sets out all of the environmental control 
measures which will minimise the potential 
environmental effects of the of the proposed 
mining operation. This includes the control 
and monitoring of noise, dust and vibration 
levels, controls on water discharges from 
the site, the appearance of the site at key 
views, and lorry movements.

BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN  
We produce a site specific biodiversity action plan to help manage wildlife and 
habitats during the operation of our sites. The overall objective is to ensure that all 
of the identified priority species are maintained on or around the site throughout the 
operational phases of the development. It also ensures that suitable habitats are 
provided to enable important species to re-establish across the site in similar or  
greater numbers than were present before the site began (see more page 16). All 
current operating Banks sites are achieving this objective,

Mythbusting: the truth 
about surface mining
Mining is one of the oldest and most important contributors to modern society and is vital to development. 
We need to mine minerals that we all depend on for our electronics, industry, transportation, infrastructure, 
energy and other aspects of everyday life. Surface mining in the UK is highly regulated to protect employees 
and local communities and to ensure minimum environmental impact. The following information should 
dispel some of the myths and false claims about surface mining. 

Loaded coal lorry preparing to leave a Banks site via wheelwash

Christine Hogarth undertaking noise monitoring at a Banks site

Blagdon Estate, three years after mining was completed 



£4M
STAYING IN  
NEWCASTLE 
INSTEAD OF BEING 
SPENT ABROAD IN 
BRICK MAKING

47
JOBS SUPPORTED 
AT THROCKLEY 
BRICKWORKS
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Key economic benefits of the project

£2.7M
COMBINED TOTAL 
BUSINESS RATES

£56M
TO STAY IN THE 
UK INSTEAD OF 
BEING SPENT ON 
IMPORTED COAL

£700K
COMBINED  
ANNUAL BUSINESS 
RATES – FUNDING 
NEWCASTLE CITY 
COUNCIL SERVICES

50
JOBS ON THE 
DEWLEY HILL 
SURFACE MINE

£8.5M
GENERATED IN 
SUPPLY CHAIN 
CONTRACTS FROM 
DEWLEY HILL

£4.1M
GENERATED 
IN WAGES OVER 
THE LIFE OF THE 
DEWLEY HILL   
SURFACE MINE

Benefiting the    
local economy

Wherever possible, we invite 
local suppliers to apply for work 
on our projects. The Dewley Hill 

Surface Mine would boost the 
local economy and create wealth 

and job opportunities for local 
companies.

As an example of economic benefits created by our 
other sites, when work commenced at the Bradley 
Surface Mine last year near Consett, we awarded a 
contract worth over £300,000 to a local North East 
firm to deliver the site access infrastructure.

Companies ranging from construction firms and 
plant and machinery contractors to cleaning firms 
and catering companies would all benefit from the 
Dewley Hill project. If you’d like your company to get 
involved, we’d love to hear from you. Please contact 
Jeannie using details at the back of this newsletter.

Dewley Hill will help keep skilled jobs in the North East

“I feel really lucky to have a well paid, skilled 
job so close to home. Dewley Hill could create 
similar opportunities for people in Newcastle.”  
STEWART THOMPSON (LEFT) 
PLANT OPERATOR AT BRADLEY SURFACE MINE, NEAR CONSETT
RESIDENT OF CONSETT



The Banks 
Community Fund
Community organisations and voluntary groups close to a 
proposed or operational Banks site are eligible to apply for 
a grant from the Banks Community Fund. Since the fund 
was set up we have awarded over £5 million in grants 
which have benefited over 100,000 people.

Examples of grants that could be eligible include play park 
equipment to provide safe spaces for young children, 
new furniture for a community centre to make local 
centres more accessible or even training equipment for 
a sports club to encourage more people to participate in 
sport. The Banks Community Fund has already awarded 
£7,000 to Throckley Community Hall to renovate the hall 
and £5,500 to Tyne Amateur Rowing Club for training 
equipment. 
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Our reputation has been built upon 
the relationships we build with local 

people, the improvements we deliver 
to local communities and the high 

standards we have maintained over
 the past 40 years.

What could Dewley Hill 
mean for your community

We believe that your community should benefit as soon as we 

start work. This could be through new jobs for the people in your 

community, our support for local businesses or giving access to the 

Banks Community Fund. The Dewley Hill Surface Mine benefits from 

its own community fund which will be available within the first six 

months of commencement of work. The community fund will deliver 

benefits to your community and leave a positive legacy for decades 

to come. Over the lifetime of the site, £50,000 will be made available 

to local groups and organisations. 

Supporting Throckley Community Hall

Supporting Tyne Amateur Rowing Club

Benefiting your community groups

If you have a project in mind, please 
get in touch to tell us about it.

Your community is eligible for 
funding now, so please contact 
Jeannie using the details at the  
back of this newsletter.

£50,000COMMUNITY FUND

Supporting Robert Stewart Memorial Church

Supporting the Tree of Memories at the Bradbury Centre, Brunswick Village
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Investing in skilled     
North East jobs

In 2017 we gained the Investors In People Silver Award for our commitment to developing 

our employees so they continuously improve their skills and gain experience. 

Since March 2017, 80 plant operators have been undertaking their NVQ Level 2 in 

Plant Operations. We have also developed an extensive induction, training and licensing 

scheme that is far more challenging and robust than other third party industry schemes 

with endorsements from both the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) and the Institute of 

Quarrying (IQ).

Three apprentices from our plant team have recently completed their NVQ Level 3 in Plant 

Maintenance, where for the last three years they have been sharing their time learning 

between Shotton and Brenkley Lane Surface Mines and Northumberland College.

Dewley Hill will 
maintain highly 

skilled, well-
paid jobs for 

approximately 
50 people. 
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Our three apprentices based at Shotton

Learning, working, earning:

Creating new      
training opportunities
The Dewley Hill project will provide around £50,000 towards an 
employability and training initiative that will support unemployed people 
who live close to the surface mine. The purpose of the fund would be to 
provide funding to help unemployed people overcome barriers to work. 

Connect 2 Banks Mining
The Connect 2 Banks Mining charter sets out how Banks Mining will support the economy 

in the local communities that host our mining projects. This will be achieved by:

• Maximising the benefits available from each of our surface mines for local people and for 

the local economy. 

• Creating new employment, training and/or education opportunities for local people. 

• Directly support local businesses by encouraging them to join the Banks Mining 

supply chain

£50,000EMPLOYABILITY & TRAINING INITIATIVE
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Enhancing landscapes, 
encouraging nature

Managed correctly, surface 
mining provides opportunities 

to create new habitats for 
wildlife to thrive in - not just 
at the restoration stage, but   
while the site is in operation.

 Working with the local 
authority’s wildlife experts 

and their advisors we look to 
protect and enhance the local 

wildlife and biodiversity on       
all our sites. 

ROE DEER - are often found across our mines

BROWN HARE - photographed on Brenkley Lane overburden mound

Insects make use of the wildflowers seeded on our storage mounds

This can include sowing of wildflower seed mixes on 
the storage mounds, installing bat and bird boxes and 
planting of new trees and shrubs. Regular surveys are 
undertaken to monitor wildlife populations. As illustrated 
below on the opposite page, wildlife continues to thrive  
on our operational surface mines.

What does this    
mean for Dewley Hill?
Just like at all our current sites, Dewley Hill would operate 
a biodiversity action plan which would create and manage 
habitats for wildlife. We will also apply our Restoration First 
principle by creating a species rich pasture and planting 
woodland at the southern part of the site in the first few 
months of the operations, which will allow wildlife to thrive. 

Once the site is completed, we will create a carr 
woodland of up to 26,000 trees, as well as species rich 
pastures and wildlife pockets in order to encourage more 
wildlife on the site. (See more page 19)

SKYLARK (PAIRS)

2008 POPULATION

2015 POPULATION

LAPWINGS (PAIRS)

2008 POPULATION

2015 POPULATION

BAT 

SPECIES PRESENT 2008

SPECIES PRESENT 2015

BROWN HARE

2008 POPULATION

2015 POPULATION

None 
Recorded

Pre - working

Site operational

WILDLIFE SURVEYS FROM SHOTTON SURFACE MINE
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REED BUNTING - found in increasing numbers at the 
ponds at our Shotton and Brenkley Lane Surface Mines

COMMON BLUE BUTTERFLY - seen at Brenkley Lane Surface Mine. 
Although common throughout the UK it is less so in North East England
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Where we are now

How the site   
would progress
Intro/summary text... text... text... text... text... 
text... text... text... text... text... text... text... text... 
text... text... text... text... text... text... text... text... 
text... text... text... text... text... text... text... text... 
text... text... text... text... text... text... text... text... 
text... text... text... text... 

Project key facts    
SITE TONNAGE: 800,000 tonnes of coal and 400,000 tonnes of fireclay

SITE BOUNDARY AREA: 111.9 ha (and no extensions)

OPERATIONAL AREA: 50.7 ha

WORKING HOURS: Mon - Sat 7am - 10pm (24/7 for plant maintenance and water management)

DIRECTION OF WORKING: West to east

DURATION: 3.5 years from start to finish 

RESTORATION: Species rich pastures, wildlife islands, carr woodland, reinstatement of historic waggon ways 
with interpretative boards, additional permissive footpath and bridleways

ALL VEHICLE ACCESS: Ponteland Road

DAILY HGV MOVEMENTS: Up to 73 vehicles leaving site per day

HGV ROUTING FOR COAL: South on Ponteland Road / Eastbound on the A69 / North on A1

HGV ROUTING FOR FIRELCAY: To either Ibstock’s Brickworks, Throckley or Red Barns Quarry, South Tyneside

 

What happens next?
As well as our surgery, we will be meeting with local people and organisations to ensure that we       

collect a wide range of views from your community. These comments and suggestions will help us     

shape elements of the proposals. 

We intend to submit our proposals to Newcastle City Council in the form of a planning application in the 

coming weeks.

APPROX. 6 WEEKS

APPROX. 5 MONTHS APPROX. 2 YEARS 3 MONTHS

APPROX. 3 YEARS 2 MONTHS APPROX. 3 YEARS 6 MONTHS / RESTORED SITE
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Where we are now

How the site    
would progress
To minimise the overall lifetime of the site, our plan is to 
work three areas (A,B and C) at the same time. Soils from 
the site will be stored in mounds around the perimeter of 
the site. These mounds will be grassed and have been 
designed to limit views into the operational areas of the 
site. The overburden storage mound, will be located at 
the southern part of the site and will also act as a visual 
screen. 

Trees and hedgerows around the edge of the site will  
be retained, except for a very short section of Ponteland 
Road, where the site access will be built. The site has  
also been designed to retain 250 metres of hedgerow 
within the site, which includes some large hedgerow 
trees. 

 

What happens next?
As well as our surgery for local residents, we will be meeting with local people and organisations to 

ensure that we collect a wide range of views from your community. These comments and suggestions  

will help us shape elements of the proposals. 

We intend to submit our proposals to Newcastle City Council in the form of a planning application in the 

coming weeks.
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If you have any questions about the Dewley 
Hill project or would like find out how to apply 
for funding for local community projects, 
please get in touch using the details below:

Get in touch

Jeannie Kielty, Banks Mining
Inkerman House, St John’s Road, 
Meadowfield, Durham  DH7 8XL

dewleyhill@banksgroup.co.uk

0191 378 6100  or  0844 209 1515*

www.banksgroup.co.uk/dewleyhill

@The_Banks_Group  

www.youtube.com/TheBanksGroup

*Calls to 0844 numbers are charged at local rate   
from a BT landline, charges from other providers   
and mobile networks may vary. 


