
We are looking to develop 
land at Sunniside (south of 

the Tanfield Line) for a mixture 
of uses including housing, 

open space and a bypass.

Major changes are planned in and around Sunniside as part of the 
new local plans for Gateshead and County Durham. These include 
131 new homes in Sunniside, 530 at Dunston Hill and around 
4,000 in Consett, Stanley and surrounding villages. 

Banks Property has been talking to Gateshead Council about the 
need for a relief road to the south of Sunniside which could be 
funded by housing development. Please note this is not a council 
proposal.

We believe it is vital that local people should be consulted about 
the options and have an opportunity to comment upon them.

Keeping you involved

Sunniside
Housing & Bypass Proposal
Community Newsletter

We invite you to a public exhibition at:

Sunniside Social Club
Sunniside Road, Sunniside  NE16 5NA
on Thursday 3rd October 2013 between 3pm and 7pm

FIND OUT MORE: www.banksgroup.co.uk/sunniside  •  GET INVOLVED: see back page for our contact details

Please note this is not a council proposal
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• We have drafted a masterplan for 255 houses 
on our land and we would construct the first 
leg of a bypass between the Stanley Road 
and Pennyfine Road as part of our site. Our 
masterplan would protect footpath links          
and provide public open space. 

• We propose that the remainder of the bypass 
could be provided as a result of similar infill 
housing development to the east of Pennyfine 
Road (see page 05). The council has the power 
to ask developers to pool resources to ensure 
it happens. This is an opportunity which should 
not be passed over. 

Please note we are not 
proposing to dig coal  
from the site

We believe that new housing 
is needed in Sunniside to 
allow young families to live in 
the village and support local 
shops and services. We 
think that new housing could 
be required to contribute to 
the highways solution. 

Our 
proposal

Potential 
bypass route
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We asked consultants to price 
a bypass and they advised 
that the route above will cost 
around £8.8 million to build. 
This cost could be paid for by 
development. 

The effect of more cars 
travelling through Sunniside 
would be to increase 
congestion, reduce air quality, 
compromise safety and 
generally detract from, the 
quality of life in Sunniside.

Our proposals could help to 
address this issue.

Why is a 
bypass needed? 
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Aerial view of the site

The council is    
proposing to allocate 

131 new houses in 
Sunniside (87 of which 

would be west of 
Pennyfine Road and 48 

north of Streetgate). 

The council proposes to mitigate the cumulative traffic impacts of proposed 
developments at Sunniside and Dunston Hill through improvements to 
junctions on the A692 and B6317, and through provision of a provision of 
a Park and Ride facility at Lobley Hill. However, so far the council has not 
proposed a new bypass to cope with the traffic which will be generated by 
these developments. 

Of greater concern is the 4,000 new houses proposed at Consett, 
Burnopfield, Stanley, Tanfield Lea and Annfield Plain.

We predict a significant increase in peak time traffic flows through Sunniside 
as a result of the proposed developments. This is why we are proposing 
that new housing development should provide a new bypass for Sunniside 
which has been discussed for decades.

The effect of more cars travelling through Sunniside would be to increase 
congestion, reduce air quality, compromise safety and generally detract 
from, the quality of life in Sunniside.



How to get in touch

Mike Peeke is your development relations coordinator 
on the Sunniside proposal. 

He’ll been spending time getting to know your 
community and hearing how you’d like it to benefit  
from the project. 

If you can’t make it to the exhibition but would like to 
ask any questions and share your views, you can write 
to or email Mike at the address on the back cover of 
this newsletter. 

We’d love to hear from you.

What 
we’re 
about

Banks Property is part of the 
Banks Group. We’re one of the 

UK’s most successful development 
companies and we’re especially 

dedicated to creating sustainable 
communities for people to live.

Development with care is at the heart of our way of working, 
and it’s proven in every one of our projects by actions, more so 
than words. Respect and consideration for your environment, your 
community and our customers, employees and suppliers are at the 
centre of everything we do.

The Banks Group of companies, established in 1976 in County 
Durham, employs around 420 people across the property, coal 
mining and renewable energy sectors. Banks Property has 
developed land for over 7,000 homes as well as for   
commercial use.

Mike Peeke 

Development Relations 
Coordinator
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What happens next?
• Why not come along to our public exhibition to  

discuss these proposals in more detail?

• The council is considering views from the public 
regarding the potential housing sites. If you think 
Sunniside needs the new bypass and the new homes 
which we are promoting then please contact us at the 
address on the back page or make your views known 
directly to the council. 

• The council will take on board people’s views 
and review the policy before submitting it to the 
government for an examination to be held next year.  
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Mike Peeke, Banks Property,
Inkerman House, St John’s Road,
Meadowfield, Durham  DH7 8XL

sunniside@banksgroup.co.uk

0191 378 6100  or  0844 209 1515*

www.banksgroup.co.uk/sunniside

@The_Banks_Group  

www.youtube.com/TheBanksGroup

*Calls to 0844 numbers are charged at local rate from a BT landline, 
charges from other providers and mobile networks may vary.

We look forward to meeting you at our 
exhibition and hearing your views and 
suggestions on the Sunniside proposals. 
If you can’t make it, we’d still like to 
hear from you. Please write or email:

Come and 
get involved


