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Introduction
The proposed Shotton Triangle site is bounded by the existing 
Shotton surface mine to the north east, the King Edward VII   
Avenue of trees to the south and the A1 to the west. 

Although Shotton Triangle is a small area, it is proposed that up to 
290,000 tonnes of coal, 35,000 tonnes of fireclay and approximately 
15,000 tonnes of sandstone could be extracted. Extraction of 
minerals from the Shotton Triangle site would commence in 2017, 
with restoration of the entire Shotton site by October 2019, in 
accordance with the existing permission for Shotton Surface Mine. 

This document summarises the Shotton Triangle proposals and the 
findings of an environmental assessment that has been undertaken 
in connection with the planning application (see the back page for 
details of how to view a copy of the application and environmental 
statement).

Banks Mining is applying for 
planning permission for the 

surface mining of coal from 26 
hectares of land located to the 

west of the existing Shotton 
Surface Mine.
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Banks Mining

The Banks Group is an established multi-use development 
company with a diverse range of projects. Banks develops 
and supplies energy for the UK from surface coal mines, 
and onshore wind farms.

The group currently operates two surface coal mines in 
North East England at Shotton and at Brenkley Lane. The 
majority of the group’s employees live within the region, 
making it one of the larger private sector employers in  
the area.

The Banks Group has over 400 employees, the majority of 
which work within the mining division. As a company we 
are committed to mining coal in the most sustainable way 
possible, helping to ensure that the country has sufficient 
fuel to meet its growing energy needs.

Since the company began it has worked and restored over 
100 surface mining sites. It is our aim to be the UK’s most 
successful coal mining company in terms of our ability to 
develop new projects and our operating standards. We use 
our development with care approach to develop all our sites 
in close consultation with the local community and bring 
about improvements to the local environment.

Banks Mining has also constructed Northumberlandia 
Landform Park as part of the Shotton Surface Mine project 
(see aerial view below). So far it has attracted over 100,000 
visitors. 

Development with care    
The Banks Group’s development with care approach 
ensures that its developments have a positive, long term 
effect on the environment and the local communities that 
it is working within. The development with care approach 
ensures that the company conducts its activities in a 
responsible manner with consideration for the environment, 
for local communities in which it operates and for its 
customers, employees and suppliers.

Banks Mining is part of the Banks Group, a family run, north
east based business with a proven track record of developing
coal mining, renewable energy and property development schemes.

The Banks Group
•  415 employees

•  200 employees based on operational   
 mining sites in Northumberland

•  Over 1,000 local suppliers
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Community Engagement

As part of the community engagement for the Shotton 
Triangle proposals, Banks identified and contacted a range 
of people to ensure that all interested parties were given 
the opportunity to become involved in the project. This 
included:

• Local residential and business premises 

• Shotton Community Liaison Committee 

• Shotton Industry Liaison Group 

• Cramlington Town Council 

• Stannington Parish Council

• Local Councillors 

The main methods of participation used in the community 
engagement process for the Shotton Triangle proposal 
included presentations at both Cramlington Town and 
Stannington Parish Councils, and discussion of the project 
at the Shotton Community Liaison Committee meetings. 

Leaflets were distributed to both local residential and 
business premises, alongside house calls to nearest 
properties to raise awareness of the exhibition at 
Stannington Village Hall.

A public exhibition was held on 18th November 2013 at 
Stannington Village Hall which was open from 3pm to 
7pm. 12 people attended the exhibition during the day 
representing Stannington Parish Council, residents of 
Shotton Village, Stannington and Cramlington.

Members of the project team were available to explain the 
proposals, answer any questions and take on board any 
feedback. Representatives of all the disciplines required 
for the project proposals (e.g. restoration, engineering and 
planning issues) were present so that specific questions 
could be answered if required.

The community consultation undertaken has been designed 
to take account of the views of the local residents. 

Banks Mining is well known for its commitment to actively 
involve local communities and other stakeholders from an  
early stage in its surface mining proposals.

150 LOCAL JOBS     
ON SITE SUPPORTED

Over 6,400 people nationally are employed in 
coal mines (both surface and underground), with 
thousands more in supply chain jobs and in the 
development process. 

The Shotton Triangle proposals will add to the already 
considerable economic output produced by Banks 
Mining’s current operations at the existing Shotton 
Surface Mine.

Banks Mining currently employs over 150 people 
on site at Shotton surface mine in south east 
Northumberland (see breakdown below). 

The proposed extraction of coal at Shotton Triangle 
will help to maintain these jobs.

Site supervisors
1x Site manager
1x Deputy Manager
3x Supervisors

Overburden extraction  
7x Prime movers
43x Dump truck drivers

Engineers  
2x

Haul road  
3x Grader
5x Dozers

Coal processing  
5x Loading shovels

Dust suppression  
3x Water bowser 
operators

Coaling  
6x Excavators
10x Coal truck drivers

Fitters
30x

Labourers  
10x

HGV Drivers  
13x

Misc  
1x Environmental Technician
1x Receptionist
1x Plant Administrator
2x Stores clerks

Apprentices  
2x Fitters
1x Electrician

Why do we need Shotton Triangle?



SENSITIVE RESTORATION    
The restoration proposals for the Shotton Triangle site 
will create enhanced green spaces which are capable 
of improving the environment and people’s quality of life. 
Restoration of Shotton Triangle site will include:

• Restoration to agriculture, reflecting current use

• New woodland areas

• Species rich grassland

The restoration proposed will seek to complement 
and enhance the surrounding area, including 
Northumberlandia, located to the south east of the site.

SUPPLY OF INDIGENOUS COAL WHICH  
WILL HAVE A LOWER TRANSPORTATION 
CARBON FOOTPRINT COMPARED TO 
IMPORTED COAL     
Coal from the Shotton Triangle site would displace 
imported coal from countries such as Russia, Colombia, 
Poland and South Africa.

By using our own coal reserves, additional CO2 creation 
through the transportation of coal would be avoided. In 
this respect, it makes the Shotton Triangle proposal part 
of the most sustainable way of generating energy from 
coal.

USE OF RAIL FOR HAULAGE FROM   
THE NORTH EAST TO NATIONALLY  
SIGNIFICANT POWER GENERATORS 
Once the coal has been excavated from the Shotton 
Triangle site the majority of it will be transported by 
road to the Port of Blyth, and then loaded onto rail. 
The coal will then be transferred to the national power 
generators in West Yorkshire and Nottinghamshire. 
The majority of the coal transport from the site to the 
power generator would therefore be done via rail.

Journeys by rail have significantly lower carbon 
footprint than the same journey undertaken by road 
(every tonne of freight carried by rail produces at 
least 80% less carbon dioxide than by road*). This 
part of the proposal helps to ensure that the coal 
in the Shotton Triangle site is extracted in the most 
environmentally responsible way possible.   
*Rail Freight Group

BANKS COMMUNITY FUND  
The local community will continue to have access to 
the Banks Community Fund to support local projects 
in the area. The fund awards grants of up to £5,000 
for capital expenditure. Since the fund was set up, 
over £700,000 has been awarded to groups in south-
east Northumberland. Groups that have benefited 
include Stannington Village Hall, Cramlington Youth 
Club, Blyth Valley Arts and Leisure and Blagdon Park 
Cricket Club. 

Banks Mining has also constructed Northumberlandia, 
the public access park funded by the Banks Group 
and Blagdon Estate, with investment totalling £3 
million. It has had over 100,000 visitors since it 
opened in autumn 2012. A new visitor centre will be 
opening in January 2014.

ECONOMIC INPUT INTO    
THE REGIONAL ECONOMY  
The existing Shotton site contributes over £393,000 
per annum to the Local Authority through annual 
business rates, which is the equivalent to the council 
tax contributions of approximately 262 band D homes 
in Northumberland.      

The Shotton and Brenkley Lane sites are responsible 
for the investment of approximately £35 million into the 
local economy each year.

SECURE SUPPLY OF    
INDIGENOUS COAL    
As a nation, approximately 35% of our electricity is 
generated from coal. However, we currently import in 
the region of 70% of the coal used to generate this 
electricity. That is why the development of new surface 
coal mines is so important. By mining our own coal 
we:

• Create UK jobs

• Support local businesses who provide support to 
surface mines

• Ensure it is mined in a safe manner to the highest 
environmental standards

• Keep money within the UK and help the trade balance

• Increase the security of supply of power by reducing 
reliance on foreign countries for imported fuel
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Our proposals
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Additional       
operational area:  26 hectares (64.2acres)

Minerals:  290,000 tonnes of coal

 35,000 tonnes of fireclay

 15,000 Sandstone

Working Hours: 0700 to 1900 Monday to Friday   
 (no change to existing arrangements)

 1900 to 2300 Monday to Friday   
 (limited works, no change to existing arrangements) 

 0700 to 1300 on Saturday    
 (no change to existing arrangements) 

 24 hour working within compound area   
 (no change to existing arrangements)

Duration:  Commencement of coaling summer 2017,  
 completion of coaling by 2018.   

 Restoration of entire Shotton site by October 2019 

 (no change to existing planning permission). 

Jobs:  Will support 150 jobs on site

HGV movements: A maximum of 190 loaded HGVs per day 
 (no change to existing Shotton arrangements) 

HOW THE SITE WOULD BE WORKED   
The topsoil and subsoil on site will be divided and stored separately 
to ensure its quality is maintained through the site’s operations. 

Topsoil mounds of between 4m and 6m high and will be located to 
the north and western boundarys of the site, to provide screening 
from the A1 and Shotton village to the north. 

The subsoil will be stripped and mounded to 8m high and 
positioned to the south of Shotton village. This 8m high mound will 
effectively screen the Shotton Triangle operations from the Shotton 
village properties. 

All of the mounds will be grass seeded at the earliest suitable 
opportunity.

The extraction of coal would begin in the eastern portion of the site 
and then progress in a westerly direction towards the A1, where it 
will reach a maximum depth of 50m below surface level.

An existing footpath diversion runs along King Edward VII Avenue 
which will require diverting to the west of the site, along the A1 prior 
to the commencement of works. A second footpath crosses the site 
from west to east. this footpath will require temporary closure for the 
duration of operations on site, in order to facilitate the development.
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Elements with little or no change
Because the Shotton Triangle coal would be worked as part of the approved operations at Shotton Surface Mine, many 
aspects of the existing Shotton site operations would require little or no change. The key aspects of the site which would 
remain unchanged if the coal and other minerals at Shotton Triangle was to be recovered, are identified in the table below.

No change

Lorry movements

Existing lorry routes

Dust suppression

Blasting eastern limit

Blast vibrations limit

Blasts per day

Hours of operation

Details

No change to the maximum number of 190 lorries leaving the site in any working day.

No change. 

No change. 

No change. 

No change. 

No change. 

No change. See page 08.

Minor changes

Restoration

Details

Minor changes would be required to the existing approved restoration strategy (see below) in order to incorporate the Shotton Triangle  

restoration, which will include agriculture, woodland and wetland areas.

Access No change from existing HGV and car access to the site. Access will be served by the existing access road for Shotton surface 

mine, which joins Fisher Lane (A1068)

Environmental controls
Banks is recognised as a leader in the innovation   
of environmental controls. We have won a number of 
awards for our work on noise control and dust suppression 
from both the Coal Authority and the Noise Abatement 
Society.

We have also adopted an environmental policy which we 
apply to all our sites to ensure high standards of working 
at all times. Environmental monitoring and regular audits 
ensure that these standards are met.

A comprehensive draft environmental management plan 
has been prepared for the Shotton Triangle site which sets 
down all of the environmental control measures which will 
minimise potential environmental impacts of the proposed 
mining operation. This includes the control and monitoring 
of noise, dust and vibration levels. Controls on water 
discharges from the site, the appearance of the site at key 
views, and lorry movements, are all set down in the plan.

To confirm our commitment to these standards, all 
environmental monitoring results are shown to the liaison 
committee, and the local authorities. The local community 
are also invited to take part in the audits.
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RESTORATION STRATEGY (DETAIL)

Noise limits No change. 



BLASTING AND VIBRATION   
The results of geotechnical investigations on site suggest 
that a limited amount of the overburden may need to be 
blasted to assist excavation, and accordingly a vibration 
assessment has been included within the planning 
application.

The purpose of the blast is to fracture the rock that lies 
above the coal, without damaging the coal, so it is easy  
to lift with hydraulic excavators. The blasts generally have 
a much lower charge than those often used in hard rock 
quarries, which are designed to displace large vertical 
blocks of stone and break the material down into a much 
smaller fragments for extraction. 

The assessment concluded that the vibration levels 
experienced at sensitive premises around the site would 
vary from 0.20mms-1 to 6mms-1, well within the safe limits 
for the nearby sensitive premises. 

The assessment noted that at a vibration level of 15mms-1 
(the velocity of a blast is measured in millimetres per second) 
and above may cause cosmetic damage and that all blasts 
should be limited to a maximum of between 6mms-1 and 
10mms-1. 

SOILS AND AGRICULTURE   
An assessment of soils and agriculture found that the 
land within the site boundary was classified as being a 
combination of subgrades 3a and 3b. The significance of 
the temporary loss of this agricultural land is considered to 
be low. 

The design of the site includes provision for the separate 
lifting and storage of both subsoils and topsoils. These 
soil resources will be handled and stored to minimise the 
impact on its quality and enable the site to be restored to an 
appropriate after use. 

AIR QUALITY     
Following discussions with Northumberland County Council 
Environmental Health Officers, it was agreed that only 
six properties are likely to be effected by the proposed 
development.

A detailed air quality assessment of the proposed  
operations has therefore been carried out and concludes 
that dust levels at sensitive receptors surrounding the site 
would comply with the government’s “Air Quality (England) 
(Amendment) Regulations (2002)”.

The Shotton environmental management plan includes 
measures, such as wheel wash facilities and mobile dust 
suppression units, that will mitigate potential impacts upon 
air quality from the site.

NOISE       
Noise monitoring has been carried out at noise  
sensitive locations to establish background noise levels. 

These background levels are then compared to  
predicted noise levels when the site is operational. 

The noise assessment for Shotton Triangle demonstrates 
that site working noise levels will not exceed the criteria 
set out in the relevant government guidance (Technical 
Guidance to the National Planning Policy Framework - 
NPPF).

Environmental assessment
The remainder of this document summarises the results     
of the environmental assessment which has been undertaken   
in relation to the Shotton Triangle proposals.
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ARCHAEOLOGY     
The archaeology assessments undertaken to date have 
confirmed that there are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
or listed buildings within the site boundary. There are 
however listed structures to the north, outside of the site 
boundary, within Shotton village. These buildings and 
structures will not be affected by the development.

Approximately 20% of the land within the site boundary has 
been previously disturbed by surface mining, and as such is 
devoid of any archaeological interest.

A desk based assessment, geophysical survey and trial 
trenching has been undertaken on the remainder of the site 
not previously disturbed by mining. Archaeological areas of 
interest were found to the north east and north west of the 
site, therefore prior to the working of the Shotton Triangle 
site, a scheme of archaeological investigation will be agreed 
with the County Archaeologist.

MINE GAS     
Although it is not anticipated that significant old 
underground workings will be encountered on the Shotton 
Triangle site, a mine, or stythe, gas risk assessment has 
been undertaken, alongside a geological and geotechnical 
appraisal of the site. 

This indicates that it is unlikely that any mine gases will be 
encountered on the site, and even if this should prove to be 
the case, they can be safely dissipated in the atmosphere. 
Nonetheless it is proposed that oxygen deficiency 
monitors are deployed and maintained as per the existing 
arrangements for the Shotton site, as a precaution at 
selected premises close to the site.

TRANSPORT     
No change to the current limit of 190 loaded HGVs per 
day via Fisher Lane is proposed, which currently operates 
effectively.

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT  
A landscape and visual impact assessment has been 
undertaken and concludes that the majority of views of the 
working site can be screened with the use of landscaped 
mounds located to the north and west of the site. 

King Edward VII Avenue will not be affected by the 
proposals. There would not be views into the operating 
void from residential properties located outside of the site 
boundary. Limited views into the site will exist from the 
bridge crossing the A1 (see photomontage on page 18-19 
for details).  

The proposals will require an extension to the extraction 
period for the current Shotton operations by 12 months. 
This is considered short-term in relation to the continued 
impacts on landscape character from the site as a whole. 

The scheme will not however require an extension to 
the restoration of the entire Shotton site, as the Shotton 
Triangle site can be worked and restored within the existing 
approved timescales.

The pages overleaf demonstrate what the site could look  
like from selected viewpoints.



View from: Shotton South Farm Cottages (looking south)

Existing view

Photomontage
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LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT
The following pages demonstrate what the site could look like from selected viewpoints.

Environmental assessment

Shotton 
Village



www.banksgroup.co.uk   |   1716   |   Banks Mining   |   Shotton Triangle   |   Non Technical Summary

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT

Environmental assessment

View from: the footpath adajacent to the A1 north bound

Photomontage

Existing view

Photomontage

A1
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LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT

Environmental assessment

View from: the bridge over the A1 to Shotton and the northern area of the Triangle

Photomontage

Existing view

Photomontage

A1



Environmental assessment
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ECOLOGY      
An ecological appraisal of the site found that in the  
short term, as the Shotton Triangle proposals will include 
mitigation, the overall impact will be a negligible loss of 
ecologically important habitat or species It has been 
considered that the potential ecological impacts of the 
proposed scheme could be significantly reduced through 
the successful use of mitigation proposals, which will include 
the following:

•  Re-instating and enhancing new habitats at   
 restoration (for example creating new woodland species  
 rich grassland and reinstatement of the pond

•  Surveying the key habitats prior to site commencement  
 to ensure that no protected species are present

•  Use of a mitigation pond, to be located to the end  
 of King Edward VII Avenue

•  Retention of lagoons on restoration to provide additional  
 wetland habitat

With the proposed mitigation and enhancements put in 
place during operations, alongside the above mentioned 
restoration proposals for both the Shotton Triangle site and 
the wider site, the ecological assessment finds that the 
ecological impact of the proposals over the long term would 
be positive.

Where any vegetation, ground clearance or tree felling 
is scheduled to be undertaken during the breeding bird 
season, the features to be affected would be inspected by  
a qualified ecologist in advance of works. 

Tree felling will not be undertaken without firstly undertaking 
drey surveys for red squirrel so that they are protected, in 
line with the relevant legislation. Monitoring will also take 
place to record the response of bats to the operations 
between roosts in Shotton village and local foraging areas.

In the longer term, the restoration proposals will safe guard 
and present enhanced habitat such as wetland and species 
rich grass land areas, which will be beneficial to bats.
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Conclusion
The environmental assessment concludes that the Shotton Triangle site can be   
worked without any significant environmental impacts provided that the appropriate 
mitigation measures are implemented.

In addition to this the proposal has the potential to create a number of benefits for   
the local area through supporting jobs and the creation of new habitats.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

Prior to making a decision on the planning 
application Northumberland County Council 
will seek advice from its specialist officers, the 
Environment Agency, Natural England, the local 
community and a range of other consultees.

Once Northumberland County Council has received  
and considered these responses a report will be  
prepared by the planning officer for consideration 
by the elected members. 

Once the elected members have voted on the  
planning officer’s report, a decision will be issued.
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Members of the public can view copies of the 
non technical summary, environmental statement 
and other planning documentation during the 
Council’s office hours at:

Planning Department
Northumberland County Council
County Hall
Morpeth
Northumberland
NE61 2EF 

This non technical summary is also available to  
view/download from the Banks Mining website.

Electronic copies of the entire set of 
documentation are available on DVD at a cost  
of £5 (including postage and packaging) from 
Banks Mining.

Printed copies of the environmental statement 
may be purchased at a cost of £50 (including 
postage and packaging) from Banks Mining. 

For further information about the Shotton 
Triangle proposal please contact us on the 
details shown below.


