
Construction of the 
Penny Hill Wind Farm will 
commence in mid-June, 
and Banks Renewables 
is committed to keeping 

everyone informed about the 
progress that we’re making 

and the benefits that the 
wind farm will bring to the 

local community  

We are excited to have reached this stage in the 
wind farm’s development. During the construction 
we will carry out the construction work safely and 
responsibly.  We think that it is important that you 
are kept up to date on our progress. 

How we will keep you updated:
• Our website (www.banksgroup.co.uk)  
• Liaison Committee representatives 
• Local media 
• BBC Radio South Yorkshire travel alerts 

You may have questions that are not covered in this newsletter. 
More information is presented to the Penny Hill liaison committee 
(see page 07), so you could contact your committee representative. 
Alternatively, if you would like to ask any questions about the project 
or the community fund please contact us using the details on the 
back page of this newsletter. 

Keeping you informed

 Get in touch: see back page for our contact details

Penny Hill Wind Farm
Energy for everyone’s benefit
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Number of turbines: Six

Dimensions of turbines: 
Maximum height of 130m to blade tip  

Lifespan: 25 years in operation

Current land use: Agriculture

Location: 
Situated on land between the village of Ulley 
and the M1 (between junctions 31 and 32)

Energy Generating Capacity: 
Installed capacity of up to 20.4MW, which 
would provide electricity for approx. 12,000 
homes* 

* Figures are approximate and number of homes supplied is 

calculated with figures recommended by RenewableUK (www.

renewable-uk.com). This uses a capacity factor of 30% and 

average household consumption of electricity of 4,700kWh 

a year.

Key facts
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 Over the past few months we have been finalising 
the details with the council and the community liaison 
committee, and have been successfully undertaking all 
the advanced work required to allow us to start work 
on site. For example, the layout of the wind farm tracks 
has been changed in consultation with local groups to 
minimise the impact on ancient hedgerows and trees. 
We have appointed REpower to supply the turbines and  
also Cheetham Hill Construction as our main contractor 
who have been working behind the scenes, completing 
designs and placing orders.

In the 
coming months...
 At the beginning of July, Cheetham Hill will commence 

work on site. Their first job is to set up the site compound 
and remove soils from the site access tracks and crane-
pads. Over the subsequent weeks and months the control 
building will be constructed and the access tracks and 
foundations will be completed. The estimated construction 
programme is shown above.

Estimated construction programme
 
 July 2012: 
 Start of works: access tracks and infrastructure  
 
 October 2012: 
 Turbine foundations including concrete pour   
 
 January - March 2013: 
 Turbine delivery      
 
 March 2013: 
 Wind farm fully commissioned    
 

Site working hours

 Monday to Saturdays: 08:00 and 18:00

 Sundays and Public Holidays: 09:00 and 13:00

Towards the end of the construction at key periods such 
as the foundation concrete pours and the turbine lifts we 
may need extend these working hours for a few days.  
Any variations of this type will be agreed in advance with 
Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council, and we will 
ensure the liaison committee is informed of the work 
being done before it starts. 

Site layout

Where  
we are now

100m to tip turbines at West Durham Wind Farm
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Economic benefits
• At a time of slow economic growth, renewable 

energy projects are securing jobs in Yorkshire and 
Humberside. The green economy is a genuinely 
positive story in the region. The Penny Hill Wind 
Farm will support the regional and local economies 
as local contractors and businesses are employed 
on different aspects of the construction job 
from concrete companies to local catering and 
accommodation businesses.

• The benefits of maximising our energy production 
here in Britain are many and far-reaching. By using 
a mix of energy technologies including wind, the UK 
will be far more self-reliant and less dependent on 
overseas supplies.

Benefits for 
your community
• Last year, the Penny Hill Wind Farm released funds of £50,000 

to set up a Rotherham Warm Zone. A number of local properties 
have already seen measures put in place which are helping 
to reduce their energy bills, and this number is scheduled to 
increase quickly in the coming months as the Warm Zone 
scheme gets into full swing. 

• Once the blades start turning, the wind farm will invest £20,400 
each year into a community fund to be spent on local projects. 
(see below for more details)

• In addition to the community fund, a separate fund will be set  
up in association with the Halifax Estate that is specifically 
committed to community projects in Ulley Parish.

• As part of the wind farm’s construction, over 500 metres of new 
hedgerows and a number of new trees will be planted to 

 enhance habitats for the local wildlife. 

Environmental 
benefits

•	 The	wind	farm	will	provide	over	40	million	units	
of	renewable	energy	each	year,	which	is	enough	
to	meet	the	annual	electricity	consumption	
requirements	of	around	12,000	households.

	 (Energy	yield	information	is	based	on	site	specific	
data,	domestic	consumption	figures	are	based	
on	Ofgem	fact	sheet	96	-	Typical	domestic	energy	
consumption	figures.)	

•	 This	renewable	energy	would	prevent	the	release	
of	over	15,000	tonnes	of	carbon	dioxide	into	the	
atmosphere	every	year	that	would	otherwise	occur	
through	the	production	of	the	same	amount	of	
energy	by	non-renewable	means.	The	electricity	
will	be	distributed	directly	into	the	local	grid.	

Your Community Fund
When the wind farm starts producing electricity (estimated to 
be March 2013), we will make the first payment into the Penny 
Hill Wind Farm Community Fund. The fund is calculated on a 
rate of £1,000 per MW which equates to £20,400 a year. This 
means that during the 25 year lifetime of the wind farm, over 
£500,000 will be donated to the local community to spend on 
local groups and projects. 

The fund will be administered by a panel of members made 
up of elected representatives and residents who will agree on 
the local projects and new facilities that should be supported 
by the fund. Local groups will be encouraged to submit 
funding applications to be considered at regular committee 
meetings. For more details on accessing community funding 
please contact Lewis Stokes (contact details on back page).

Reaping 
the benefits

Warm Zones help local residents reduce their energy bills
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In case we  
haven’t met yet

Banks Renewables is 
part of the Banks Group. At 

Banks Renewables we provide 
renewable energy solutions that 
help meet our society’s demand 

for energy in a sustainable and 
considerate way.

Your contact

We are the company behind the four turbine project 
at Marr near Doncaster and the three turbine project 
at Hazlehead near Penistone so you may already 
have met Lewis Stokes, your development relations 
coordinator on the Penny Hill project. He’s been 
getting to know your community and hearing how 
you’d like it to benefit – environmentally, socially and 
economically – from the project. If you’d like to know 
more you can write to or email Lewis at the address 
on the back cover of this newsletter. 

We’d	love	to	hear	from	you.

Development	with	care is at the heart of our way of working, and 
it’s proven in every one of our projects by actions, more so than 
words. Respect and consideration for your environment, your 
community and our customers, employees and suppliers are at 
the centre of everything we do.

Lewis	Stokes 
Development Relations Coordinator

100m to tip turbines at West Durham Wind Farm

The Penny Hill Liaison Committee is a partnership of 
local residents, elected representatives and the Banks 
Renewables project team that is meeting regularly 
throughout the construction phase. The committee 
has two purposes:

1) To enable us to pass on information about the 
wind farm construction to your local community 
representative.

2) To provide an opportunity for your representatives 
to ask questions, seek clarification and resolve 
issues throughout the construction phase.

If you would like more information about the liaison 
committee, please contact Lewis Stokes.

Committee 
members
Adrian Booth Cheetham Hill Construction

Nigel Tranmer Whiston Parish Council

Tony Taylor Ulley resident

Peter Hubbard (Vice Chair) Ulley Parish Council

Sally Hill Brampton Resident

Jeb Nightingale Chair of Thurcroft Parish Council

Jeff Blades Aston History Group

Barbara Littlewood Friends of Ulley Country Park

Adrian Osborne Ulley Resident

Chris Robinson Aston Parish Council

Richard Finlay Ulley Parish Council

Gareth Haigh Upper Whiston Resident 

Gary Cooper                         Treeton Resident

Cllr John Swift (Chair)          Rotherham Met. Boro. Council

Richard Russell Rotherham Met. Boro. Council

Dave Haswell Aston resident

Tony Jacobs                         Brampton Resident

“As Chair of the Ulley Parish Council and 
one of the residents living nearest to the 
proposed site it seems a long time since 
we got the news of the planning application 
for the wind farm. A lot of work went into 
trying to understand the pros and cons of 
the development and on balance the local 
community, along with others, objected to 
the proposal. 

 Once the planning decision was made 
however we, along with the Wind Farm 
Action Group, resolved to go forward in 
a positive way and work with Banks and 
RMBC to help ensure that not only was  
the development carried out in accordance 
with the planning conditions but more 
importantly that the wind farm was 
constructed with the least disruption to the 
local community and wherever possible 
the opportunity was taken to enhance local 
environment  and minimised any potentially 
adverse effects. 

 The working relationship since that time 
has been a very positive one and in 
addition to the liaison meetings several 
site visits have been held to consider 
various aspects of the proposal such 
as the traffic management plan, routing 
of the trackways and the protection of 
wildlife. Local knowledge brought to these 
issues by residents and members of the 
Liaison Committee has been invaluable 
and resulted in agreement on several 
improvements to the original proposals. 
We look forward to continuing this positive 
working relationship and would urge 
anyone with questions or concerns to 
contact their local representative, RMBC 
or Banks so that answers can be provided 
and concerns addressed.”

 Peter	Hubbard 
Chair of the Ulley Parish Council 

Penny 
Hill Liaison 
Committee
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Get in touch
WRITE:  Banks Renewables
 Inkerman House, St John’s Road,    
 Meadowfield, Durham  DH7 8XL

EMAIL: pennyhill@banksgroup.co.uk

CALL: 0191 378 6100

 0844 209 1515*

CLICK:  www.banksgroup.co.uk

*Calls to 0844 numbers are charged at local rate from a BT landline, 
charges from other providers and mobile networks may vary.
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