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Banks Mining is applying for planning permission to extract 
approximately three million tonnes of coal and other minerals 
over a seven year period, alongside the creation of offsite 
ecological enhancement areas and recreational routes located 
in and around the Highthorn site in Northumberland.

The Highthorn site is located between the villages 
of Cresswell and Widdrington, and is bounded to 
the west by the A1068, the north by the C116 road, 
the east by Hemscott Hill Farm and to the south by 
Warkworth Lane (bridleway) - see opposite.

Highthorn will provide a continuation of coal 
supplies and employment replacing the output from 
Banks Mining’s existing operational schemes in 
Northumberland. 

The proposals will help ensure that the UK maintains 
an indigenous supply of coal to national power 
generators. It also provides an important economic 
input into the Northumberland economy and will 
deliver benefits for the local community.

This document summarises the Highthorn proposals 
and the findings of an environmental assessment 
that has been undertaken as part of the planning 
application - see page 31 for details of how to view a 
copy of the application and environmental statement.

Introduction
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Banks Mining
Banks Mining is part of the 
Banks Group, a family run, 
north east based business 
with a proven track record 
of developing coal mining, 

renewable energy and 
property development 

schemes.

•  400 EMPLOYEES

•  200 EMPLOYEES BASED ON OPERATIONAL  
 MINING SITES IN NORTHUMBERLAND

•  OVER 1,000 LOCAL SUPPLIERS BASED   
 IN THE NORTH EAST

The Banks Group is an established multi-use development 
company with a diverse range of projects and operations. Banks 
develops and supplies energy for the UK from surface coal mines, 
and onshore wind farms as well as developing and reclaiming land 
for commercial and residential property development.

The group currently operates two surface mines in North East 
England at Shotton and at Brenkley Lane. The majority of the 
group’s employees live within the region, making it one of the  
larger private sector employers in the area.

The Banks Group has over 400 employees, the majority of which 
work within the mining division. We are committed to mining coal 
in the most sustainable way possible, helping to ensure that the 
country has sufficient fuel to meet its growing energy needs.

We have restored over 100 surface mining sites since we were 
established in 1976. We use our development with care approach 
to develop all our sites in close consultation with the local 
community and bring about improvements to the local environment.

Banks Mining has also constructed the Northumberlandia Landform 
Park, completed as part of the Shotton Surface Mine project, which 
to date has attracted over 300,000 visitors.

Development with care  

The Banks Group’s development with care approach 
ensures that our developments have a positive, 
long term effect on the environment and the local 
communities that we work within. The company’s 
development with care approach ensures that we 
conduct our activities in a responsible manner with 
consideration for the environment, for local communities 
in which we operate and for our customers, employees 
and suppliers.

Planning 
application 

boundary

Northumberlandia, near Cramlington

Site location
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Community 
engagement

In order to take on board the views of as many 
local people, organisations and businesses as 
possible, numerous methods of dialogue have 
been adopted including:

• One-to-one meetings

• Email, website and social media 

• Press releases in local media

• Letters

• Newsletters 

• Presentations to local groups, schools and 
parish councils

• Attendance at local events such as fêtes 
and sporting events

• Community workshops and 

• Site visits to operational surface mines and 
restored sites

At Banks Mining we aim to build and maintain a constructive 
dialogue and relationship with the local communities that 
host our projects, from the early stages of a project’s 
development, right through to its conclusion.

Our commitment to this approach is shown by the extensive two year consultation period and range of   
consultation methods used to inform, discuss and understand local people’s interests and feelings regarding   
the Highthorn proposals.

An important element of our engagement process involves giving 
communities the opportunity to influence the design of the surface 
mine and the benefits that could come from the project. This has 
been done by asking the local community to identify the social, 
economic and environmental improvements that could be delivered 
from our investment in their area. From these discussions the 
following key priorities were identified:

• Tourism

• Nature

• Access

• Protecting the beach and dunes

• Jobs, skills and training

Where possible these have been incorporated into the working (For 
example through the positioning of some operations see page 10) 
and restoration plans (see page 12) for the site. The themes listed 
above also provide central ideas for the draft ‘Discover Druridge’ 
proposals (see page 14).

Community engagement in numbers

10
PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 
ATTENDED

15
LOCAL INITIATIVES 

SUPPORTED

4
COMMUNITY 

WORKSHOPS 

HELD

13
SITE VISITS 
HOSTED

1,000
PEOPLE 
SPOKEN 
TO

13,500
LEAFLETS 
DISTRIBUTED

1,900
LETTERS 
POSTED

22
NEWSPAPER 
ARTICLES 
RELEASED

11
SCHOOL AND 
YOUTH GROUP 
PRESENTATIONS

1
PUBLIC 
EXHIBITION

2
YEARS OF 
CONSULTATION

1
DEDICATED 
PROJECT 
WEBSITE 
banksgroup.co.uk/highthorn

Banks Mining public exhibition



ELECTRICITY GENERATION
DECC Energy Trends - Q1 2015
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Maintaining a reliable,   
secure supply of coal 
Relying upon coal supplied from imports leaves the UK 
customers exposed to rapid fluctuations in supply and 
cost. Indigenous coal supply is one of the more reliable 
energy sources used by UK energy generators. The coal 
supplied from Highthorn would reduce the exposure that 
energy suppliers and their customers have to variances in 
supply and the possible resultant increases in costs. 

Reduction in transportation  
CO2 emissions 
By using our own coal reserves, additional CO2 created 
through the transportation of imported coal would be 
avoided. In this respect, it makes the Highthorn proposal 
part of the most sustainable way of generating energy 
from coal.

In addition, the majority of the journey that the coal 
extracted from the site will take from Highthorn to the end 
user will be undertaken on rail. 

Compared to the equivalent journey undertaken by 
road haulage, transporting bulk goods via rail produces 
76% less carbon. Maximising the use of rail helps the 
Highthorn proposal to be as sustainable a possible.

Balance of payments
Through the displacing of imported coal, there would be 
a beneficial impact upon the UK’s balance of payments, 
ensuring the money spent in the country stays within the 
country. By not importing the 3m tonnes, of coal that 
Highthorn will provide from other countries, an estimated 
£120 million will be kept within the UK economy.

Avoiding exporting 
environmental and social  
effects of extraction 
The UK benefits from one of the strictest mining 
development and permitting regimes in the world. 
Separate approvals and notifications need to be gained 
from bodies such as the local planning authority, the 
Environment Agency, Natural England, the Coal Authority, 
and the Health and Safety Executive before a site can 
start. 

With a heavy reliance on imported coal the UK is not in 
a position to take responsible actions to ensure that the 
coal it uses has been sourced in an ethically, socially and 
environmentally sound manner.
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Why is Highthorn needed?

   ELECTRICITY GENERATION
   DECC Energy Trends - Q1 2015

Jobs 
A total of 100 jobs will be created on site, which will 
be a mixture of machine operators, site administration, 
and support staff (including engineers, surveyors, 
plant maintenance, health and safety, environment 
and community staff). 50 of the jobs will be positions 
that will need to be filled by new members of staff. The 
remaining 50 positions will be transferred from Banks 
existing surface mines in Northumberland as those 
operations approach completion.

It is estimated that the working of the Highthorn site 
alongside other existing Banks Mining operations within 
Northumberland will contribute a total of £17 million in 
wages to the local economy over the life of the site.

Skilled apprenticeship 
programme 
In partnership with Northumberland College, 
Banks Mining have developed a comprehensive 
apprenticeship programme. Currently four apprentices 
are based on site at Shotton and Brenkley Lane and 
gain valuable on the job training to become mechanics 
and welders.

The Highthorn proposals will ensure that this 
apprenticeship programme continues to grow and offer 
valuable practical experience and training for young 
people in a part of the country where there is a high 
need for this type of opportunity.

Investment into the North  
East and Northumberland  
Based on the expenditure of the existing Banks Mining 
operations within Northumberland, it is anticipated 
that approximately £48 million will be spent with local 
suppliers as a result of the Highthorn operations.

The soon to be launched “Connect to Banks Mining 
charter”, sets out how we at Banks Mining will support 
the local economy in the areas that our mining sites 
operate within. In line with this charter we will:

a) Maximise contracting opportunities for local firms 
around our proposed and operational surface mines

b) Give priority to placing local businesses on tender 
lists wherever possible

c) Make local benefits and the employment of local 
labour a material consideration when awarding 
contracts

d) Develop direct training and employment 
opportunities for local people on our surface coal 
mines

e) Work in partnership with the local council and 
agencies to support improved access to further 
education, employment and training for local 
people.

Supporting the current and future economy of Northumberland 

It will deliver a supply of indigenous coal for UK power 
generation which will be extracted and transported in a 
responsible manner
Coal plays an important part of the UK’s energy mix, providing 31% of the country’s energy needs in 2015. Of the coal 
used in the UK, 81% was imported from countries such as Russia, USA and Colombia.  As the UK develops alternative 
energy sources, coal will continue to play an important role over the life time of the Highthorn site, providing energy as 
other technologies come on stream.  

In addition to meeting the country’s energy needs, coal from Highthorn will also have the following benefits:
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Learning, working, earning fund
The aim of this fund is to increase the number of local 
unemployed people able to access employment within 
the area around the Highthorn Surface Mine. To the 
knowledge of Banks Mining this is a new type of fund 
which has not been provided before on any other type of 
development within Northumberland.

The fund will aim to reduce the financial barriers that local 
unemployed people may be experiencing by giving them 
the opportunity to access grant funding to support them 
with an apprenticeship or work based learning. It can also 
provide support to local small businesses looking to take 
on apprentices or trainees. 

The fund will be available for applicants seeking support 
for employment and training in any sector although priority 
will be given to applicants seeking training and workplace 
learning in the local environment, conservation and 
tourism sectors.

Restoration and   
Restoration First  
The Highthorn site will be restored to a predominantly 
agricultural use, with increased opportunities for 
biodiversity. The restoration proposals for Highthorn 
can be split into two separate phases, Restoration First 
(activities delivered outside the site’s main working areas 
early in it’s operational period) and onsite restoration 
which is completed once coal has been extracted.

When combined the onsite restoration works and 
Restoration First activities will create the following new 
features:

• 100ha of new wetland habitat 

• 7.9km of new multi user access routes, providing safe, 
off road routes for pedestrians, cyclists and horse 
riders.

• 15.5km of new native species hedgerows

• 3.4ha (5,100 trees) of broadleaf native tree planting 

• 1.5ha of wildflower meadows

Removal of the Hemscott 
Hill sand extraction planning 
permission 
Since 1960 the extraction of sand and gravel has  
occurred from approximately 40ha of the dunes and 
foreshore at Hemscott Links. 

This is the last remaining planning permission 
for sand and gravel extraction from the coastline 
within Northumberland. The extraction area covers 
approximately 13% of the total beach and dune system in 
Druridge Bay.

In agreement with the current landowner and operator, 
Banks Mining has agreed that all rights for sand extraction 
will be voluntarily given up on the commencement of 
operations at Highthorn.

Following the cessation of sand extraction, Banks Mining 
will undertake restoration works to stabilise and promote 
the recovery of the dunes in the areas that have already 
been worked.

Enhancing Druridge Bay        

Discover Druridge
The Discover Druridge proposal is explained in detail 
on pages 14 and 15. Its main aim is to secure a long 
term plan for visitor growth and to improve the visitor 
experience at Druridge Bay, linked to exploring the 
ecological and recreational attractions, some of which will 
be enhanced and created by the Highthorn proposals.

Community funding
For every tonne of coal extracted from Highthorn,   
a financial contribution of 15p will be placed into a central 
funding pot. This amount (estimated as being £450,000 
based on extraction of 3 million tonnes of coal) will then 
be split evenly into two separate funds: 

Community fund 
The community fund will be established to provide 
financial assistance to community groups, voluntary 
organisations and the local community in the area of  
the Highthorn Surface Mine.

Pond dipping at Oakenshaw Nature Reserve (restored Banks site)

Cramlington Rockets RLFC - Grant for new training equipmentBriardale Community Centre - Grant for new IT equipment

Ashington Amateur Boxing Club - Grant for new training equipment

• THE COMMUNITY BENEFIT    
 FUND (£225,000)

• THE LEARNING, WORKING,    
 EARNING FUND (£225,000)



Key figures 

Red line boundary area: 325ha (803 acres)

Operational area: 250ha (617 acres)

Minerals: 3 million tonnes of coal
10,000 tonnes of fireclay / 10,000 tonnes of sandstone

Duration: 7 years “green to green”     
(from initial soil removal to final completed restoration) 

Commencement of restoration:
Progressive restoration will begin after two and half years 
of operations. Restoration First undertaken from the first 
year of operation (see page 12)

Overburden storage: 
Two separate mounds, overburden mound 1 will be up to  
25m high, overburden mound 2 will be up to 27m high

Jobs: 
Total of 100 jobs will be created, this will comprise   
50 positions transferred from existing sites and 50 new 
positions

HGV movements: 
Up to 150 loaded HGVs per day (total of 300 movements 
including returning HGVs)

HGV routing: 
Coal will be taken to either the rail loading facilities   
at the Port of Blyth or the Butterwell Disposal Point

Our proposals

How the site would be worked
The topsoil and subsoil will be lifted and stored separately 
in landscaped screening mounds on site to ensure its 
quality is maintained through the sites operation. Once 
formed, the soil mounds will be grass seeded and will 
serve as visual and acoustic screens for the operations

The excavations will begin in the northern part of the 
site where the coal is shallowest. The initial overburden 
material extracted will be used to form the northern 
most overburden mound (OBM1). As the working void 
progresses southwards in a series of east west cuts, 
it becomes larger in order to access the deeper coal 
seams. At this point the second southern overburden 
mound (OBM2) will be created.

The working area will continue to progress in a southerly 
direction with progressive restoration to final top soil level 
occurring in the northern part of the site after two and a 
half years of operations.

The working void will begin to narrow and decrease 
in volume as coal seams that have been previously 
worked by underground mines are avoided. At this 
point the OBM1 will be dismantled and used to further 
progressively restore the site.

The final working void will be located on the southern 
edge of the extraction area. Material from OBM2 will  
be removed and used to complete the site   
restoration.

Activity 

Soil removal 

Excavation, mineral extraction and coal processing

Coal dispatch and HGV loading 

Blasting (to be undertaken at agreed set times - up to four times each week day)

Plant maintenance and water management (pumping if required)

Mon to Fri 

7am to 7pm 

7am to 10pm

7am to 7pm

10am to 4pm

24 hours 

Sat

7am to 1pm

7am to 1pm

7am to 1pm

None

24 hours 

Sun

None

None

None

None

24 hours

Working hours
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Composite working method plan
The composite plan shown below illustrates the maximum extent of the proposed workings. The total area of 
excavation will not be removed at the same time, it will be worked progressively with significant areas left undisturbed in 
advance of the operations with areas progressively restored in the later phases once they have been worked.



Restoration

Commencement of operations

• Hemscott Hill sand extraction permission removed

• Remediation and stabilisation works to the areas of the 
dunes that have been previously disturbed.

• 2km of new off road multi user route will be created 
parallel to the A1068 linking with Ellington Bridleway  011

YEAR 1

• 18ha of new wetland habitat at Druridge Ponds

• 4.5ha of new habitat created to the immediate north of 
Druridge Pools

• Condition Survey of the Chibburn Preceptory

YEAR 2 

• 11ha new wet grassland habitat created at Chibburn 
Pools

• 6ha of wetland habitat created to the immediate west of 
the Druridge Pools

• Chibburn Preceptory footpath improvement works 

• 1km of new multi user pathway parallel to the C116 
between High Chibburn and Druridge

YEAR 3

• Improvement works to the 5ha Hemscott Hill ponds

• Further improvement works to the setting of Chibburn 
Preceptory including the sowing of a 1.5ha wildflower 
meadow immediately surrounding the property

YEAR 4

• Landscape improvement works to the coniferous  
shelter tree belts north of the Chibburn Preceptory 

• 5500m of new native species rich hedgerow planting 
also undertaken north of the Preceptory

• 2600m of new multi user access route from  
Houndalee Cottages to High Chibburn

Onsite restoration 
The restoration of areas directly affected by mining 
operations will begin during year 2. The restoration design 
for this part of the Highthorn site has adopted the following 
principles to maximise benefits delivered by the scheme.

• Balance agricultural productivity with improved   
 biodiversity, through the use of small field corner copses,  
 wildlife islands in arable fields and field and hedgerow  
 headlands

• Provide large scale increase in habitats and   
 connectivity, by creating wetland corridors and native  
 species hedgerows and tree planting

• Incorporation of small scale landscape features such 
as double hedgerows, fallow field corners, swales and 
hedgerows banks

• Create a wide variety of new multi-user access routes 
suitable for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders

The restoration of the site will be predominantly back to an 
agricultural use with species rich hedgerows and hedgerow 
trees, along with small field corner woodland copses. There 
will also be a large areas of wetlands (approximately 50ha) 
created adjacent to the restored Hemscott Burn that will 
provide valuable habitat to complement the existing ponds 
and wetlands at the Warkworth Lane local wildlife site to the 
south.

Aftercare 
Once restored, the site will be subject to a recuperative 
aftercare period to ensure that agricultural operations and 
the new landscape features are properly established.

The restoration operations at Highthorn can be split into two 
separate phases, Restoration First and on site restoration. 

Restoration First
Banks Mining have been at the forefront of implementing the principle of ‘Restoration First”, seeking to provide some of the 
significant benefits associated with mineral extraction and restoration in the early stages of operations, rather than having to 
wait until the site has been completed, as has tended to be the traditional approach. The Highthorn proposal seeks to deliver 
significant “Restoration First” benefits throughout the working life of the site (see plan opposite):
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Restoration Plan



 

Discover Druridge
Discover Druridge will 

attract and improve the 
experience for visitors to 
Druridge Bay, exploring 

the trails and tracks, 
playing in the parks and 
beach, exploring nature 

and the Northumberland 
coast and spending their 

time in Druridge Bay. 

The restoration proposals for the Highthorn site will improve 
the quality of habitats and recreational routes in the southern 
part of the bay. The “Discover Druridge” proposal is aimed at 
involving other organisations (such as the Northumberland 
Wildlife Trust, National Trust, RSPB and Northumberland 
County Council) that are present within the bay to form a 
partnership and agree a common set of objectives for the 
whole area.

The Highthorn site will be the catalyst, providing an initial 
funding resource which will be used to wholly fund or partially 
fund, with match funding from other organisations, a wide 
variety of improvement works across the bay. 

“Discover Druridge” could provide a collection of 
improvements such as new habitats, attractions and 
recreational facilities, all aimed at helping people to discover 
what Druridge Bay has to offer. 

Low Chibburn PreceptoryNew and improved paths and cycleways

Oakenshaw Wildlife Reserve - pond dipping

Cresswell Tower
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Discover
Druridge

Restoration First



Environmental controls
Banks is a recognised leader in the innovation of 
environmental controls. We have won a number of awards 
for our work on noise control and dust suppression from 
both the Coal Authority and the Noise Abatement Society.

We have also adopted an environmental policy which we 
apply to all our sites to ensure high standards of working 
at all times. Environmental monitoring and regular audits 
ensure that these standards are maintained.

A comprehensive draft environmental management plan 
has been prepared for the Highthorn site which sets out all 
of the environmental control measures which will minimise 
the potential environmental effects of the of the proposed 
mining operation. This includes the control and monitoring 
of noise, dust and vibration levels, controls on water 
discharges from the site, the appearance of the site at key 
views, and lorry movements.

To confirm our commitment to these standards, all 
environmental monitoring results are presented to the 
site liaison committee and the local authority. The local 
community are also invited to take part in the audits. 

Biodiversity action plan
Site specific biodiversity action plans (sBAP)  
have been set up to help manage wildlife and habitats 
during the operation of our sites. The overall objective 
is to ensure that all of the identified priority species 
are maintained on or around the site throughout the 
operational phases of the development. It also aims to 
ensure that suitable habitats are restored to enable the 
priority species to re-establish across the site in similar 
or greater numbers than were present before the site 
commenced.

Detailed and comprehensive ecological surveys have 
been carried out across the site and surrounding area 
and these have enabled the selection of a number 
of priority species and habitats to be included in the 
sBAP.

sBAPs have been successfully operated on our 
existing Shotton and Brenkley Lane sites since 
they started in 2008 and 2010 respectively and the 
Highthorn planning application includes a draft sBAP 
for the site.

A final list of target species for the Highthorn sBAP 
will be agreed with key conservation bodies and the 
Northumberland County Council. At this stage the 
target protected species at Highthorn include:

• Avocet 

• Barn Owl 

• Bats 

• Brown Hare

• Golden Plover 

• Grey Partridge 

• Lapwing 

• Marsh Harrier 

• Otter 

• Pink-footed Geese 

• Red Squirrel 

• Reed Bunting 

• Skylark

• Tree Sparrow 

• Twite 

• Whooper Swan 

• Wigeon 

• Yellow Wagtail

• Yellowhammer

Lapwing chick

Brown Hare on one of our sites

Haul roads are sprayed with water to control dust

Reed BuntingSkylark

Grey Partridge
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All wildlife images shown on this page have been taken at 
existing operational Banks surface mines in North East England
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Blasting and vibration   
The results of geotechnical investigations on site suggest 
that some overburden material may need to be blasted to 
assist excavation, and accordingly a vibration assessment 
has been undertaken and has been included within the 
planning application.

The assessment noted that a vibration level of 15 
millimetres per second (mms-1) and above may cause 
cosmetic damage and all blasts should therefore be limited 
to a maximum of 6mms-1 to ensure the effects of the 
site are limited to significantly below this threshold. The 
assessment concluded that vibration levels experienced at 

sensitive premises around the site would vary from between 
0.7mms-1 and 6mms-1, which are well within limits for the 
nearby sensitive premises.

The blasting undertaken on a coal site is significantly 
different to blasts often seen at hard rock quarries. The 
purpose of the blast is to fracture the rock that lies above 
the coal so that it is easy to lift with hydraulic excavators. 
The blasts on a coal site generally have a much lower 
explosive charge weight than those used in hard rock 
quarries, which are designed to displace large vertical 
blocks of stone and break the material down into much 
smaller fragments for extraction.

Archaeology     
A desk based archaeological assessment has been 
undertaken and indicates that there is no direct evidence of 
prehistoric or roman activity within the site area. 

Furthermore there has also been limited previous surface 
mining within the northern portion of the site, which will 
have removed any areas of archaeological interest from 
those parts of the scheme. 

An additional geophysical survey has also been undertaken, 
the results of which will be used to inform discussions 
with the Northumberland County Council’s Archaeological 
officers. Prior to work starting on site, a Written Scheme 
of Investigation (WSI) will be agreed between Banks 
Mining and the County Council. The WSI will outline further 
archaeological investigations to be undertaken if required, 
prior to determination and whilst the site is operational.

Air quality
A detailed air quality assessment of the proposed 
operations has been carried out and concludes that dust 
levels at a series of representative receptors surrounding 
the site would not exceed the annual mean limit of 
40 micrograms per cubic metre, this is in compliance 
with government “Air Quality (England) (Amendment) 
Regulations (2002)”. 

Noise      
Noise monitoring has been carried out at 12 premises 
closest to the site to provide background noise levels. 
These background levels are then compared to predicted 
noise levels of the operational site.

The noise assessment for Highthorn demonstrates that site 
working noise levels will not exceed the criteria set out in 
the relevant government guidance (National Planning Policy 
Framework and the supporting Planning Practice Guidance 
website) 

Soils and agriculture          
An assessment of soils and agriculture land quality found 
that the majority (99%) of the land within the site boundary 
was classified as being Grade 3b, the remaining 1% is not 
in agricultural use (i.e. woodland).

The design of the site includes provision for the separate 
lifting and storage of both subsoils and topsoils. These 
soil resources will be handled and stored to minimise the 
impact on its quality and enable the site to be restored to 
an agricultural use.

Environmental assessment
The remainder of this document summaries the results of the environmental 
assessment which has been undertaken in relation to the Highthorn proposals

Regular noise monitoring

Archaeological dig in progress



Footpaths   
There is one statutory footpath that 
crosses the site (Widdrington 428/011) 
between Houndalee Cottages and 
Hemscott Hill Farm. The route does 
not appear to be well used, a point 
supported by discussions with the 
Council Rights of Way Officers and 
the local landowners as well as on site 
observations. 

In order to work the Highthorn site this 
footpath will need to be temporarily 
diverted away from the proposed 
operations. This diversion will ensure 
that users of the path can still gain 
access to the either end of the route, 
minimising the impact of the scheme.

Environmental assessment

Transport        
Up to a maximum of 150 loaded HGVs will leave the site each day within 
the coaling period. Coal will be taken via the A1068 to one of two potential 
rail loading facilities, either the Port of Blyth or the Butterwell disposal point. 
A maximum of 150 returning HGVs will access the site using a reversal of 
the same route from either location.

Loads of fireclay and sandstone will be limited and would be 
accommodated within the daily 150 loaded HGV total.

The HGVs used on the site will be predominantly articulated lorries. Low 
loaders will be used for the transport of abnormal loads, such as deliveries 
of plant and infrastructure to the site during the initial start up phase. All 
mineral carrying HGVs will be wheel washed prior to leaving the site and all 
coal HGVs will be sheeted to ensure the road network is kept clean.

The route that the HGVs will travel to either the Butterwell disposal point or 
the Port of Blyth is identified by Northumberland County Council as being 
suitable for freight vehicles. The volume of HGV movements predicted 
to leave the site should not have an unacceptable effect upon the road 
infrastructure or traffic flows.

HGVs leave the site via wheel wash

Mine gas
A mine, or stythe gas risk 
assessment has been undertaken, 
alongside a geological and 
geotechnical appraisal of the site 
and found that underground old 
workings may be encountered. 

Should this be the case, the gas 
released from the workings as 
they are uncovered should safely 
dissipate into the atmosphere 
and should not pose a risk to the 
general public. 

Nonetheless it is proposed that 
oxygen deficiency monitors are 
deployed as a precaution at 
selected premises close to the 
site.

Ecology        
A detailed ecological appraisal of the site has been undertaken and is included 
within the planning application. The ecological assessment has considered a 
large amount of information collected over multiple years of surveying as well 
as extensive data collected by local wildlife interest groups which are active in 
the surrounding areas. 

The ecology assessment finds that the Highthorn scheme can be undertaken 
without significant negative effects on designated conservation sites or 
protected species. The assessment finds that the quality of the habitats 
and landscape features found on site are generally in a poor condition and 
are fragmented. Temporary displacement of pink-footed geese and some 
farmland birds from site is predicted, but will be compensated for by on site 
and off site mitigation measures.

The proposed site Biodiversity Action Plan (sBAP) will also help to minimise 
effects upon wildlife during operational phases of the development. Overall the 
ecology assessment finds that with mitigation in place the Highthorn scheme 
should not have an unacceptable effect upon ecology and that significant 
benefits for wildlife can be delivered through the implementation of the 
restoration and Restoration First works. 
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Woodland walk created at Methley Existing Highthorn landscape

Cumulative impact 
The assessments contained within 
the environmental statement have 
considered the potential cumulative 
effects of the Highthorn scheme 
when assessed against similar sized 
developments in the surrounding 
area. Existing operational, permitted, 
and restoring surface coal mines, 
constructed and planned wind 
turbines and operational and 
mothballed landfill sites have been 
considered. 

Cumulative visual, highways, noise 
and ecological effects were raised 
by Northumberland County Council 
as potential impacts however, each 
assessment finds that there will be 
no unacceptable cumulative effects.
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View from: A1068 at the entrance of the Ellington Caravan Park, looking north

Existing view

Photomontage

Landscape and visual impact          
A landscape and visual impact assessment has been undertaken and concludes that the majority of views of the working 
site can be screened with the use of peripheral landscaped mounds. There would not be views into the operating void from 
beyond the site boundary. Furthermore, the assessment finds that the restoration scheme would enhance the landscape 
character of the site and provide a greater diversity of habitats.

Environmental assessment
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View from: C116 eastern edge of Widdrington, looking south

Photomontage

Existing view

Photomontage

Landscape and visual impact 

Environmental assessment
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View from: C116/C110 entrance to National Trust parking areas, looking south west

Photomontage

Existing view

Photomontage

Landscape and visual impact 

Environmental assessment
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View from: C110 at Cresswell Ponds, looking west

Photomontage

Existing view

Photomontage

Landscape and visual impact 

Environmental assessment
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Conclusion
The environmental assessment concludes that 
the site can be worked without any significant 

environmental effects provided that the 
appropriate mitigation measures are implemented. 

In addition to this, the Highthorn proposal has 
the potential to create a number of significant 

benefits for the local area through the creation of 
100 jobs, provide an important coal resource to 
generate electricity and create new habitats and 
opportunities for improved recreation as part of 

the “Discover Druridge” scheme

What happens next? 
Prior to making a decision on the planning 
application Northumberland County Council 
will seek advice from specialist officers, the 
Environment Agency, Natural England, the local 
community and a range of other consultees.

Once Northumberland County Council has 
received and considered these responses a 
report will be prepared by the planning officer for 
consideration by the planning committee.

Once the planning committee has considered the  
planning officer’s report, a decision will be made.

Members of the public can view copies 
of the Highthorn Non Technical Summary, 
environmental statement and associated 
documentation during the Council’s office 
hours at:

Planning Department

Northumberland County Council

County Hall

Morpeth

Northumberland

NE61 2EF 

This Non Technical Summary is also available to view/download from the Banks Mining website.

Electronic copies of the entire set of documentation are available on DVD at a cost of £5 (including postage and 
packaging) from Banks Mining.

Printed copies of the Environmental Statement may be purchased at a cost of £50 (including postage   
and packaging) from Banks Mining. 

For further information about the Highthorn proposal please contact us on the details shown overleaf.

Electronic copies of the entire set of documentation   
can be obtained on DVD at the following venues:

• Hadston House Youth & Community Project - NE65 9SR

• Widdrington Woman’s Institute - NE61 5EB

• ATAC, Widdrington Station - NE61 5QL

• Widdrington Community Centre - NE61 5LA

• Ellington Village Hall - NE61 5HN

• Lynemouth Resource Centre - NE61 5YL

• Cresswell Village Hall - NE61 5LA
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