
 
 

 

Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP 
Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government 
2 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DF 
 
Monday 04th May 2020 
 
Dear Secretary of State, 
 
Banks Mining Highthorn Application 
 
It is vitally important that businesses are supported in their ability to continue operating if possible, and if not, provided with 
financial support to retain their staff.  
 
Covid-19 has resulted in businesses ceasing trade, increased unemployment, a reduction in recruitment and it has severely 
affected education and vocational training. However, in North East England a local employer of over 300 people, Banks 
Mining, has been able to continue operating and supplying coal to essential industrial businesses, whilst practicing social 
distancing.  
 
One such industrial business is Tata Steel, who are contributing to the national effort by producing raw steel for NHS beds 
and tin cans for food production. Critically, they cannot produce raw steel without coal.  
 
As you will no doubt be aware, Banks Mining is awaiting your determination for a planning application for a new surface coal 
mine in Northumberland called Highthorn. This application was originally granted approved by Northumberland County 
Council in August 2016 and has since been recommended for approval by a Government appointed planning inspector. The 
decision has been with you now for 15 months. 
 
The North East England Chamber of Commerce has previously written letters of support to Northumberland County Council 
and to your predecessors highlighting the significant economic benefits the project would deliver and we would again like to 
reaffirm our support for this important application.  
 
At a time of national crisis when businesses across the UK are struggling, it has never been more important that UK 
Governments support businesses that firstly, can continue operating and employing staff without Government subsidy; and 
secondly, provide readily available indigenous minerals to our foundation industries that are supporting the national effort 
to combat Covid-19.  
 
By approving the Highthorn planning application you will not only be supporting the continued employment of over 300 
people at Banks Mining, but also the significant supply chain of over 1000 businesses that support Banks Mining’s operations 
in the North East.  
 
This planning application has seen written support from over 1000 people and organisations, including a significant number 
of national and regional businesses.  Since Banks Mining’s existing operations conclude by 2022, a positive decision on this 
application is required imminently to provide reassurance to the hundreds of companies and thousands of workers who 
form this supply chain to support these essential industrial businesses like Tata.  
 
Without the continued contracts that Banks Mining provide, these businesses will be negatively affected and may find 
themselves, like so many others, fighting for their existence.  
 
The Chamber fully supports the Highthorn project and we would encourage you to support UK industry by approving this 
planning application as swiftly as possible. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
The Hon. James Ramsbotham CBE DL, Chief Executive of The North East England Chamber of Commerce  


