
 

 

 

BRADLEY SURFACE MINE 
VIRTUAL LIAISON COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Held on Wednesday 23 June 2021 at 6.30pm  

Via Microsoft Teams 

 

M I N U T E S 
  
PRESENT: Cllr Alan Shield (Chair) Durham County Council  
 Cllr Veronica Andrews Durham County Council  
 Jamie Drysdale Banks Group 
 Christine Hogarth Banks Group 
 Michael Jones Dipton Resident 
 Jill Lomax Banks Group 
 David Marrs Dipton Community Partnership 
 Andy Plant Leadgate Partnership 
 Lewis Stokes Banks Group 
 Claire Teasdale Durham County Council  
 Mike Tweddle Durham County Council  
   
IN ATTENDANCE: Rachel Dowson Banks Group 
  
APOLOGIES: Colin Bell Medomsley Residents Assoc  
 Belinda Wardle Resident 
 
  
        
 ACTION  

1 Minutes of Previous Meeting 

1.1 The Minutes were a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

2 Matters Arising 

2.1 L Stokes welcomed Cllr Veronica Andrews to the Liaison 
Committee and congratulated her on her recent election.   

3 Environmental Presentation 

3.1 C Hogarth delivered the environmental presentation. This 
can also be viewed and downloaded at 
www.banksgroup.co.uk/bradley.  

3.2 Key points from the presentation include; 

a) There have been no exceedances of the UK’s air 
quality objectives for PM10 recorded at the Air quality 
monitoring locations around the Bradley Surface 
Mine. 
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3.3 Noise Monitoring 

a) Brooms Farm - not audible since the last meeting.  
However, from today that situation will change as the 
soil mound has come down along the A692.  Going 
forward, the site will be audible for short periods of 
time.   

b) Cllr A Shield questioned whether the mound has 
been completely reduced along the A692.  C Hogarth 
confirmed it had been reduced down to the site 
entrance. 

c) Pont Road – site operations audible but well below 
the noise limit.  J Drysdale said there was a small 
section of topsoil left from the Bellmouth going 
towards Leadgate.  That will be there until next week 
when it will be pushed over to finish the compound 
area. 

d) Douglas Terrace – the site is audible, but below the 
noise limit. 

e) Cllr A Shield queried how close the vehicles are 
going towards Douglas Terrace.  CAH said the only 
activity when visiting the site yesterday was the 
water bowser.  You can hear the site but it is not 
particularly visible at the moment.  Cllr A Shield 
asked if they will get any closer or will the current 
restrictions be maintained?  J Drysdale said the main 
work has now been completed, the only elements 
now include completing footpath 26 which goes 
towards Douglas Terrace.   

f) Cllr A Shield said he would be interested to see the 
results of the dust monitoring if the overburden 
mounds have been removed.  

g) C Hogarth reported that no issues have been raised 
regarding dust.  The real time dust monitor is still 
insitu at Douglas Terrace. 

h) No complaints raised since the last meeting. 

4 Site Update from Banks Mining 

4.1 J Drysdale delivered the presentation on site progress. Key 
points include;  

a) We are looking to fully demobilise the site by 9 July.  
Bellmouth work will start by 12 July,  The track will 
hopefully be completed by then.  Stone picking is in 
the process of being carried out.  Everything going 
well.   
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b) Cllr A Shield asked if the stone picking was 
mechanical.  J Drysdale confirmed it was manual 
and mechanical.    

c) L Stokes reported that work would be taking place on 
the Bellmouth to close up the road making it less 
industrial.  L Stokes said that traffic management will 
be required, likely for two weeks.  L Stokes to update 
Liaison Committee with further details.    AP1 L Stokes 
 
Post Meeting Note: As per the Bradley Surface 
Coal Mine restoration plan, the site entrance is to be 
narrowed and this work is scheduled to take place 
from 12 July and will take approximately three weeks 
to complete. Traffic management on this stretch of 
the A692 will be required to facilitate the works. 

d) D Marrs asked what progress has been made on 
reinstating the dry stone walling.  J Drysdale said that 
would take place during the aftercare period.  Once 
the site is finished, M Tweddle will check the work 
carried out and then it will be transferred to Richard 
Hutchinson, Landscape Manager to restore.   

5 Planning 

5.1 J Lomax said once the topsoil replacement is completed and 
the compound area restored we would be looking to hand 
the site over to aftercare following M Tweddle’s final 
inspection.  All agricultural land is subject to five years 
aftercare which is standard but quite a lot of the site will be 
subject to 15 years aftercare, including the gifted land areas, 
new woodland planting and also some woodland north of the 
site will be subject to management for a longer period.   

5.2 Following cultivation of the soils, temporary seed mixes will 
be sown to establish over the winter until the site is fully 
under drained.  Following that, all of the permanent seed 
mixtures will go down for the various areas of species once 
underdrainage has been installed.    

5.3 There are various timescales set out in the planning 
permission such as reopening of footpaths, installation of 
fencing, rebuilding of Billingside Dyke most of which need to 
be completed within 24 months if not sooner.   

5.4 Gifted land area – we can confirm that we have nominated 
Durham Wildlife Trust as our preferred body to the Council.  
The Council are formally considering that.  We believe 
based on experience, a balance of delivering biodiversity 
enhancements and their experience with community work 
that they are best placed to take on the land.  The site fits 
well into the wider network of sites which they already 
manage.  
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5.5 Due diligence information has been provided by the Wildlife 
Trust at this stage which has been submitted to the Council.   

5.6 L Stokes reiterated that conversations are ongoing and 
nothing has been signed and agreed.  L Stokes said it was 
important to Banks and Durham County Council that we 
speak to the Liaison Committee to seek their feedback.  

5.7 Cllr A Shield asked who the contact is at the Wildlife Trust.  
J Lomax said that the main contact is Mark Dinning (Head 
of Conservation). Meetings have also taken place with  Zoe 
Hull (Head of Operations). 

5.8 Cllr A Shield asked what other companies we have engaged 
with.  J Lomax said we did consider Groundwork and a 
number of other bodies at an earlier stage.  Durham Wildlife 
Trust have a wealth of experience of delivering sites and 
wildlife conservation objectives as well as community 
involvement.  

5.9 M Jones commented that Durham Wildlife Trust are involved 
in a number of projects.  What assurances have the Wildlife 
Trust  given to Banks regarding resources available to them 
to manage the process?  JL said they provided information 
regarding staff levels and their approach to using volunteers.  
J Lomax said they already manage a portfolio of 40 sites.  
Due diligence is still ongoing.  

5.10 Cllr A Shield asked whether we have used them on other 
sites where gifted land has been handed over?  JL said not 
in County Durham recently but possibly on some of our older 
legacy sites.  

5.11 L Stokes and J Lomax to look at other sites that Durham 
Wildlife Trust have managed for Banks and report back to 
the Liaison Committee.   AP2 L Stokes/J  
 Lomax 
Post Meeting Note – Banks have worked closely with 
Durham Wildlife Trust on Inkerman and Stone Foot Hill plus 
the advisory on Oakenshaw. 

5.12 Cllr A Shield questioned whether C Teasdale/M Tweddle 
have had any involvement with Durham Wildlife Trust 
previously.  C Teasdale said not directly, however when the 
request came through C Teasdale consulted with Stuart 
Priestley (County Ecologist) who has more knowledge.  
Durham Wildlife Trust is a well-known organisation and the 
Council will be taking advice from Stuart Priestley.   

5.13 The liaison committee confirmed they had no issues with 
Durham Wildlife Trust being nominated. 

5.14 C Teasdale said that she is currently considering a Non 
Material Amendment Application for a minor change to the 
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restoration plan, which confirms details of the Bellmouth 
design, retention of the gas pipeline crossing point, details 
of the access track surface to the gifted land and a slight 
realignment of a hedgerow.   

5.15 Cllr A Shield asked M Tweddle how he approves work to 
ensure it has been undertaken to his satisfaction.   
M Tweddle said it gets approved incrementally.   
Overburden, subsoil and topsoil inspections are carried out 
in sections.  The overburden is completed. As of today,  
subsoil and topsoil is getting close to being singed off.  There 
have been no failures so far.  At some point when the final 
soils are put down a site meeting will take place with a full 
site walkover to check everything is satisfactory. This will be 
followed up with the necessary paperwork.  

6 Bradley Surface Mine Community Fund 

6.1 L Stokes gave an update on the Bradley Surface Coal Mine 
Community Fund. Key points include: 

a) Last grant was for £1,600 to Stockdale Leadgate and 
Historical Society. 

b) £41,360 placed into the fund.  

c) £39,938 paid out. 

d) Balance available as of today is £1,422. 

e) Note - the figures are just from the Bradley Surface 
Coal Mine Fund.  We have topped up a number of 
grants through the generic Banks Community Fund.  
Approximately £20,000 placed on top of the £41,360. 

f) The Fund Manager is making groups aware of the 
balance.  

g) Cllr A Shield said the previous balance which we had 
was £3,122 of which £1,500 went to the Medomsley 
Community Action Group for improvements to the 
community garden and the village.  They however 
ran into a problem with the Church  as the community 
garden is owned by the Church who have had a lot 
of restoration work done. Part of the funding was for 
the metal arch.  The Diocese have now determined 
that the metal arch requires a faculty which will take 
one-two years to get approved.  Rather than 
introduce the arch at this current time, they are going 
to purchase more benches and picnic tables for 
people to use.   

h) Cllr A Shield reported that £1,600 for the Bill 
Stockdale Leadgate and District Historical Society 
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did not take off as quickly as they had envisaged as 
they did not have the funds to pay the 10% admin 
charge.  The only way that could be resolved was 
that one of the members of the society agreed to pay 
that as part of his membership.  

i) A full summary report will be provided once the fund 
has been exhausted.   AP3 L Stokes   

6 Questions Raised by Local Residents  
 
Questions raised by Andy Plant on behalf of Douglas Terrace. 

6.1 There has been an observation that some people feel that 
lorries are starting to sound horns again.   
 
The horns are not from the HGV’s or dumptrucks they are 
from the excavators.  Due to a shape in the landform they 
get to a low level from two metres down to half a metre or 
less.  The horns are used from a safety aspect so that the 
dumptruck does not reverse into the excavator.   

6.2 A lot of bird and bat boxes were established and people were 
wondering if there had been evidence they had been used?  
 
The boxes are not monitored and they are insitu in the hope 
they will be used in time.    

7 Any Other Business 

7.1 There was no further business.   Cllr A Shield thanked the 
liaison committee for their patience. 

8 Date & Time of Next Meeting 

8.1 The next meeting will take place virtually on Wednesday, 15 
September 2021 at 6.30pm via Microsoft Teams. 

 
  
Minuted & Prepared by Rachel Dowson 
23 June 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 


