Mount Oswald

Green spaces for everyone’s benefit

Family enjoying the open space at Mount Oswald

You are invited to an exhibition at:

Lindisfarne Centre

St. Aidan’s College, Windmill Hill, Durham DH1 3LJ
on Monday 7th December 2015 between 3pm and 7pm

Keeping you informed
We look forward to
meeting you at the
exhibition to keep
you informed on
what’s happening
on and around
the site

The Mount Oswald development received outline planning permission in
February 2013. This permission included a masterplan for the site, part of
which has been delivered with the first phase of housing built in the southern
part of the site and the road infrastructure being constructed in the northern
area.
We have continued to develop the vision for Mount Oswald, which
has resulted in an amended masterplan proposal which improves the
connectivity between the different phases of development and increases the
amount of public access across the site.
In order to revise the masterplan we are submitting an application to change
the conditions of the planning permission. This leaflet sets out some of the
changes we have made, but more details can be viewed at our exhibition or
by getting in touch.

See back page for our contact details

New access
and student
accomodation

Where we
are right now
Updating you with what is happening on and around site

In the north eastern part of the site we
have built an access road and sold an area
of land to Durham University.
The construction of the northern access
road includes the traffic controlled junction
on the A177, South Road, which will give
safe pedestrian access to the Park and
Ride. The road has also been designed to
be used by the park and ride buses - giving
public transport access to the heart of the
development in the future.

Bricklayer at work on site

New homes
New housing is being built in the
southern sector of the site by David
Wilson Homes with the first families
starting to move into their new homes.
David Wilson Homes will also be
building a range of homes in the
second phase in the northern area and
details of this phase will be on show at
the exhibition.

Student in library

Benefits for 			
your community

Links with nature
As works continue on site it is planned that elements
of the footpath network would be opened up linking
the northern and southern housing areas. The first
piece of this network has been constructed around
the sustainable urban drainage (SUDS) pond on the
southern part of the site (see opposite).

In August 2015 we paid the first payment
to Durham County Council under the
terms of the Section 106 agreement. This
included a payment of £250,000 towards
improvements to the building at Lowes
Barnes playing fields.

This footpath will be extended to create the woodland
walk through the woods close to the walled garden
opening up views of the former ornamental pond and
linking with the existing footpath which crosses the site
from the A167 to South Road. This in turn will then link
to the footpath on the new access road which links to
the university estate to the north close to the Business
School and Mill Hill Lane.

We will also be paying £75,000 in the next
few months towards education which will
go towards the two schools, St Margaret’s
Primary School and St Oswalds Infant
School.

SUDS pond constructed at Mount Oswald
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Wildflower examples - that could be used at Mount Oswald

Family enjoying the open space at Bowesfield

Example of wildflower walk linked to country house

UPDATED MASTERPLAN

Masterplan
changes
One of the biggest changes
to the proposed masterplan
is the relocation of the public
park from the northern area
to the more mature, historic
parkland setting in the
central area of the site
In the original plan this area
was very private and had 16
very large self build houses
set in approximately one
acre plots
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We are proposing to relocate the park directly
behind the manor house creating an area
surrounded by mature woodland. This area
connects to the existing footpath which crosses
the site and the northern area of the development,
but also has a wide landscape corridor connecting
it with the southern site. Footpaths through the
woodland will connect the southern suds pond to
this space and clear views and footpath links the
park to the listed building.
The manor house development will form part of a
separate planning application. The listed building
will be refurbished and some new properties built
to the north of the building on an area which was
formerly car parking.
There is still development in the central area, in
three distinct plots, two to the west and a third to
the south east which will be a space for self-build
properties.
The convenience store has also relocated to an
area close to the northern access from South Road.
This shop will be close to the park and ride and the
student accommodation and will mean we do not
need to construct an access from the A167.
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Creating unique spaces
The new masterplan would allow new and existing residents the chance
to benefit from a unique parkland landscape providing a variety of different
environments or character areas. These character areas would provide
individual spaces to be enjoyed for recreation and relaxation. These
character areas are highlighted below.

Places for play
The new masterplan opens up the site to a much
greater extent and a play strategy seeks to maximise
the opportunities for play throughout the site.
Informal LAPs (localised areas of play) are located
along the main green corridor creating a journey of
play. Two further larger play areas (Locally equipped
area of play) are located at key gateways to the main

corridor. The play areas will consist of a range of
naturalistic play equipment. Large areas of flexible
open space for informal play are provided, including
a large central space at the heart of the park.
Opportunities exist for allowing natural and woodland
play within the existing woodland pockets - examples
of which are shown in the pictures above and below.

PLEASE NOTE: Images
used on this page are for
indicative purposes only
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In case we
haven’t met yet
Banks Property is part of
the Banks Group. We’re
a local family-owned
business employing
400 people, with our
headquarters in Durham.
Development with care is at the heart of our way of
working, and it’s proven in every one of our projects
by actions, more so than words. Respect and
consideration for your environment, your community
and our customers, employees and suppliers are at the
centre of everything we do.

Your personal contact

Lewis Stokes

Development Relations Coordinator

Lewis Stokes is your development relations coordinator
on the Mount Oswald development. He’s already been
spending a lot of time getting to know your community and
hearing how you’d like to benefit – environmentally, socially
and economically – from the project.
If you can’t make it to the exhibition but would like to ask
any questions and share your views, you can write to
or email Lewis at the address below. If you have a local
business, please contact Lewis to discuss how we can
work with you in the future.
We’d love to hear from you.

Get in touch
Banks Property, Inkerman House
St John’s Road, Durham DH7 8XL
mountoswald@banksgroup.co.uk
0191 378 6100 or 0844 209 1515*
www.banksgroup.co.uk/mountoswald
@The_Banks_Group
www.youtube.com/TheBanksGroup
*Calls to 0844 numbers are charged at local rate
from a BT landline, charges from other providers
and mobile networks may vary.
David Wilson Homes showroom at Mount Oswald
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