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Banks Renewables is part of the Banks Group and 
provides a range of renewable energy solutions to 
help meet society’s ever increasing demand for 
energy in a sustainable way. 

The Banks Group was established in 1976 and has
experience of delivering schemes in energy, property
and energy from waste. The group has achieved an
impressive 85% planning success rate across all of 
its business areas. 

The company’s unique strength is being able to 
draw on a range of experienced personnel, who have 
successfully delivered large complex projects across
many business areas, over this period.

Banks Renewables identifies new renewable energy
projects. Our large development team takes projects
from inception to completion, handling all aspects of 
the planning and delivery process.

At Banks Renewables we are dedicated to 
development with care and go to great lengths to
ensure that communities around our proposed and
operational developments have the opportunity to
engage with us on all of our proposals.

In addition we seek to provide tangible benefits 
to the environment and to communities surrounding 
our developments through the design of our schemes.
The Banks Community Fund also provides grants for a
range of local projects. We provide specialist information
to individuals and organisations to help them become
more energy efficient and reduce their carbon footprint. 

At Banks Renewables we believe that renewable 
energy is an essential component of the UK’s energy
mix. We are committed to developing new energy 
generation from proven technologies ranging from 
wind farms to combined heat and power plants. 
We look for opportunities to integrate renewable 
technologies into the group’s residential and commercial
schemes. This helps to ensure the UK has a secure
supply of low carbon energy.

We constantly strive to improve our standards and
always welcome feedback. If you would like to get 
in touch please see the back of this publication for 
our contact details.

a different
approach

introducing...
Banks Renewables
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Glasgow

renewable projects across the UK

Development:
We are exploring the suitability 
of a number of locations for the
development of solar power 
stations.

Renewable technologies:
Photovoltaic (PV) cells convert
daylight into electricity. The 
Banks Group is looking to erect
up 25 acres of PV cells at each 
location to generate 5MW of 
electricity.

Photovoltaic
Various locations

Development:
We obtained planning 
permission and constructed
the largest wind farm in north
east England.

Renewable technologies:
12 x 2MW turbines 
generate enough electricity 
for approximately 13,400
homes. 

West Durham Wind Farm
County Durham

Pre-construction
Combined total 26MW

In planning
Combined total 72MW

In development 
Combined total 200MW+

Operational
Combined total 24MW

Wind farm location and status
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Newcastle
Carlisle

Leeds

Birmingham

London

Development:
Anaerobic waste digestion (AD) facility.

Renewable technologies:
The AD facility will be capable of handling 200,000
tonnes of waste every year. At full capacity the plant 
will generate enough electricity to power over 7,000
homes and enough heat to serve the equivalent of over
9,000. This is achieved by converting waste into energy.

Pond Green Energy Park
Bathgate

Lambs Hill Combined Heat 
& Power Facility (CHP)
Stockton on Tees

Development: 
Banks is looking at a number of opportunities for CHP in 
residential and commercial developments in the North East.

Renewable technologies:
A CHP facility can generate both heat and electricity from a
range of sources (eg. wood or bio-fuel). In traditional power
generation, large quantities of energy in the form of heat are
lost and wasted. A CHP facility retains heat so that it can be
used locally.
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What are the first steps that are taken 
to identify a potential wind farm site?
A good first step is to identify where there is a need 
for renewable energy from onshore wind. Some local
authorities have ambitious aims to deliver renewable
energy which we are able to help them achieve. 

We create a map of the local authority which sieves 
out all the main constraints to development (residential
areas, national parks, airports and air bases, wildlife 
and habitat designations) and shows the suitable areas
for wind farm development. We would then look to
make contact with the owners of that land. 

Alternatively we get contacted directly by landowners
who want us to assess whether or not their land is a
suitable location for a wind farm. We look at all of the 
various factors which can influence whether the site 
can be developed in an economic and environmentally
acceptable way.

What makes a suitable site for a wind farm?
A suitable site will provide a significant amount of 
renewable energy while having a minimal impact on 
a range of factors including landscape, cultural heritage, 
local residents, wildlife and aviation. It will also be 
connectable into the electricity network. 

Local planning authorities sometimes publish planning
documents showing which landscapes they consider
are more suitable for wind farm development. Wherever
possible we look to include this information in our site
finding and assessment process.

How are suitable sites progressed 
to become operational wind farms?
If a site is identified by the sieve map process then the
detailed work begins. Permission from landowners is 
the first step. 

Detailed consultation and site design tests whether 
or not the site is suitable. Designing a wind farm is a
complex process with many different elements to 
consider. What looks like a big empty area on the
ground becomes a patchwork of stand-offs and 
constraints.

we always look at
all aspects of a
scheme before

progressing 
with it

finding sites and 
delivering wind farms
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Stand-offs from areas of bird and bat activity, 
overhead cables, microwave communications and 
houses are common to most wind farm designs. 

Before a planning application can be submitted we 
have to demonstrate that the site is environmentally
acceptable. This requires a number of detailed surveys
and reports including background noise surveys, wildlife
surveys and a landscape and visual assessment as well
as input from local residents, local interest groups and
national bodies. 

It typically takes 12-24 months for all this work to be
completed.

How do we involve the local 
community in our proposals?
Local knowledge is crucial when developing a wind 
farm project. Local residents, landowners and interest
groups play a vital role in informing us of key local 
issues such as wildlife activity and highways issues.
Where suggestions are made we try our best to take
account of these in the proposal.

We have a dedicated team that goes into the 
communities we are working in. This allows for 
effective two way communication and participation in
our projects. Public exhibitions are an essential part 
of public engagement, although we also use other 
forms of engagement. We can also arrange trips to
other local wind farms. 

Communities close to our proposed sites can apply to
the Banks Community Fund for assistance. Operational
wind farms have a dedicated fund that takes on board
the views of a local grants panel to ensure that the
money is spent where local people want to see it.

What happens once planning 
permission is granted?
Construction may begin around one year after planning
permission is granted. During this time turbines have to
be ordered and contracts put in place. 

Often further work is required such as an archaeological
investigation at the location of the turbines.

Preparing the access roads, electrical cabling and 
foundations is the most time consuming part of the 
construction, with individual turbines being constructed
and erected on site, usually taking no more than two
days each.   

local knowledge 
is crucial when

developing a wind
farm project
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Initial sieve mapping 
carried out and site
identified as a suitable
area for a wind farm.S
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Site design work 
continues taking into
account feedback
from consultations
and the findings of
surveys.O
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Meetings held with 
local planning authority
and local residents.
Public exhibitions held
showing initial proposal
for up to 25 turbines.
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Further 
exhibitions 
held.
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Application went to
planning committee and
planning permission
was granted, subject 
to planning conditions.
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Planning application
submitted to the local
planning authority. 
The proposal was
reduced to 13 turbines
at this stage.Ja
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Proposal reduced to 
12 turbines in response
to consultation 
feedback.O
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0
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2007 2009...2008

Pre-construction work
began, including 

grid connection, site
investigations and

archaeological 
investigations. 

Banks Renewables
secured £30 million

to finance the project
from HSBC. M

ay
 2

0
0
7
 -
 M

ar
 2

0
0
8

First liaison committee 
meeting held, this group 

continue to meet throughout 
the life of the project. M

ar
 2

0
0
8
 

12 REpower MM82 
turbines are delivered 
to the site in stages 
and erected.Fe
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Construction began with 
the establishment of the site 
compound and the various

access tracks. Some of these
are permanent for the life of 
the site, whereas others will 

revert back to grass. A
p
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Site is operational, producing electricity
for approximately 13,400 homes. The
site will take between 5-8 months to 

pay back the carbon that was 
generated by constructing it. 

Banks Renewables stayed close to the
project at all times, with members of the

Banks project team liaising with the
landowners and the local community. 

£24,000 paid into local community 
fund for local projects. This sum will 
be paid into the fund every year for 

the life of the project. Ju
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An official turf cutting ceremony was 
held to celebrate the start of works.

Piling was undertaken at West Durham Wind Farm in order to ensure some of the
turbines were safely anchored due to the nature of the ground. Steel piles were
entrenched in the rock face to provide secure footings for the turbines. This is 

reinforced with concrete. The base is reinforced with a steel can, approximately 
35 tonnes of steel is used per turbine base. Concrete is poured into the base in a
number   of stages, the soil is then replaced ready for the turbines to be erected.
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Landscape improvement 
works were undertaken to

improve the ecological value of
the area targeting UK Biodiversity 

Action Plan Species. M
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Planning 
conditions 
finalised.
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Banks constructed the largest wind farm in the north east of England. The timeline
below gives an indication of the time and processes involved in this project. 

West Durham Wind Farm
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Our development with care approach ensures that 
we conduct our activities in a responsible manner with
consideration for the environment, for local communities
in which we operate and for our customers, employees
and suppliers.

We aim to develop our business by continuously
improving our environmental performance, by using 
sustainable practices and by building and maintaining
positive relationships with our stakeholders.

By proactively engaging with people we are able 
to take feedback into account when designing 
our schemes, this helps to us to ensure that each 
development we put forward is of the highest 
standard possible.

We have a dedicated team that ensures each project
has a tailored development with care strategy and a plan
for effective community liaison. This might include public
exhibitions, community consultation panels, surveys,
meetings, newsletters and media briefings.

We recognise that our developments provide 
an opportunity to make significant changes to 
the environment and to society and that it is our 
responsibility to optimise the positive environmental,
social and economic benefits and minimise any 
adverse impacts associated with our business.

We are firmly committed to development with care 
ensuring that we develop high quality, sustainable 
projects and not only comply with but strive to 
exceed regulatory requirements.

we engage fully
and deliver tangible

benefits to local
communities

development with care

*



The Banks Community Fund was established to 
provide funding to organisations in the vicinity of our
developments. To date we have donated over £2 million
to groups in the vicinity of our proposed or operational
sites.  

In addition many of our developments have site specific
community funds available to fund projects in areas
where we are successful in gaining planning permission.

Helping communities out of the cold
As part of our development with care approach we are
committed to working with communities in proximity to
our developments to tackle poor energy efficiency. 

We will look to undertake energy audits on a range of
buildings such as churches and community centres to
establish what can be done cost effectively to reduce
energy bills and carbon emissions. We will then work
with communities to identify funding that will enable
these works to be carried out, this could include the
Banks Community Fund and site specific funds.  

Projects that have been undertaken include the 
installation of energy efficient lighting, insulation 
measures and improved heating systems.

supporting 
local people

working with communities
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Banks commissioned NEA to undertake 
an energy audit of Brafferton Village Hall near
Darlington. The hall then benefited from over
£6500 worth of insulation measures which will
improve the energy efficiency of the building
making it warmer for those using the facilities
whilst saving money on fuel bills.  

Local MP Phil Wilson, commented "Buildings
such as Brafferton Village Hall provide a vital
resource to the local community but are very
energy-inefficient. Unfortunately there is very 
little funding available for these type of buildings, 
highlighting the importance of organisations 
such as Banks and NEA in ensuring valuable
work is carried out."

Mr Wilson met with local residents to discuss the
work which has been carried out, and presented
a plaque for the hall to Brafferton resident Mrs
Dorothy Burns, 87, who has lived in the village
since 1949 and was the original founder of the
village hall when it was built in 1971.

Speaking on behalf of the Brafferton Village Hall
Association Committee, Mrs Burns said: "The
funding has paid for loft, ceiling and cavity wall
insulation so the heating does not have to be on
for as long before the hall is warm and remains
so for longer. Hopefully this will encourage more
people to come along and use the facilities,
especially during the winter months."

Established in 1971, the hall has been a pivotal
part of the local community offering services
such as parent and toddler groups, coffee 
mornings, and tea dances.

A Darlington village hall has become more energy 
efficient and will be able to reduce its fuel costs

thanks to funding from Banks Renewables in
association with Nation Energy Action (NEA).

keeping the community warm

case study
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0844 209 1515

www.banksgroup.co.uk  

enquiries@banksgroup.co.uk   

Head Office
Inkerman House, 
St John’s Road,
Meadowfield, 
Durham
DH7 8XL

Midlands Office
3 Lindrick Way, 
Barlborough Links, 
Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire 
S43 4XE

Scottish Office
2nd Floor, Block C, 
Brandon Gate, 
Leechlee Road, 
Hamilton, Lanarkshire 
ML3 6AU




