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Who are we?
Banks Property is part of     
the Banks Group. We are an   
established family business with  
a long successful track record of 
developing sensitively designed 
housing areas for people to live in.

The Banks Group was established in 
1976 in County Durham. We employ 
over 400 people across the property,   
coal mining and renewable energy   
sectors. Banks Property has developed 
land for over 7,000 homes as well as 
commercial units.

Development with care is at the heart 
of our way of working, and it’s proven 
in every one of our projects by actions, 
more so than words. Respect and  
consideration for your environment, 
your community and our customers, 
employees and suppliers are at the 
centre of everything we do.



Banks 
Community Fund

Through the Banks Community Fund, 
we provide funding for community groups  
as soon as we start developing a potential 
project in their area. 

Since it started we have awarded over
£3 million in grants that have benefited a 
wide variety of community groups, such  as 
Hazlerigg Action Group who were awarded 
£37,500 for Hazlerigg Park. 

Funding can be applied for now – please 
speak to us to see if your group is eligible.  
For information on how to apply visit:    
www.bankscommunityfund.org.uk

Banks created Northumberlandia in Cramlington

Hazlerigg Action Group at the new play park funded by Banks

Supporting Brunswick Community Association



Our vision 
for Hazlerigg
• A safe environment for new families and retired people

• Attractive buildings and spaces in the local area

• Increased access for local people to new, wide open space

• Supporting and integrating with the existing village community and all its facilities 



Location
This publication includes mapping data licenced from Ordnance Survey ®. © Crown copyright 2015. Licence number: AL100017630

The red line boundary shows the location of the 
proposed site for this much needed new homes



Around 500 new homes, including affordable homes

Creation of a linear park and wide open public space

Road access from Coach Lane, Hazlerigg

Maintaining existing footpaths and creating new ones

Protecting allotments and the football pitch

What we 
are proposing



Proposed plans
We believe this proposal offers a great opportunity to provide much    
needed new modern homes in Hazlerigg to meet the needs of local   
families, first time buyers and retired people.
Our proposed plan for the site includes a mix of house types and sizes for local people 
wanting to stay in the village, but who cannot currently find suitable homes within the    
village.  
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What is sustainable 
development?
Sustainable development is defined as... 

Meeting the needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs
There are three dimensions to sustainable development: economic, social and environmental

ECONOMIC - contributing to building a strong, responsive and competitive economy,   
by ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is available in the right places and at the right  
time to support growth and innovation; and by identifying and coordinating development    
requirements, including the provision of infrastructure

SOCIAL - supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by providing the supply of 
housing required to meet the needs of present and future generations; and by creating a high 
quality built environment, with accessible local services that reflect the community’s needs  
and support its health, social and cultural well-being

ENVIRONMENTAL - contributing to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and  
historic environment; and, as part of this, helping to improve biodiversity, use natural resources  
prudently, minimise waste and pollution, and mitigate and adapt to climate change including 
moving to a low carbon economy.
Source: NPPF 2012



The One Core Strategy sets out   
the overall vision for the future     

development of Gateshead and 
Newcastle. It looks at areas such 
as housing, transport, health and 
well-being, and the environment

The strategy outlines how the local council 
would like our areas to look in the next 20 
years. This includes plans for the creation 
of more housing and jobs, and ambitious 
targets for population growth.

The local plan went through a robust public 
consultation process, which resulted in the 
removal of this site from the green belt and 
its designation as a housing site. 

Newcastle 
Gateshead One 
Core Strategy 



Potential benefits
SOCIAL
• New, high quality family 

homes help to retain families 
within the local area which 
supports local services

• Providing affordable    
housing helps young   
families get on the   
property ladder, in the   
area where they grew up

• Investment in the area could 
attract new families, bring 
increased spending in the 
local economy and  
strengthen the existing 
community

• Maintaining and creating  
public footpaths

• Protecting allotments   
and football pitches

ECONOMIC
• In addition to £1.15million 

council tax revenue, a new 
homes bonus (paid by the 
Government) spread over 
six years, of about £7million 
for Newcastle City Council 
to spend on improvements 
and essential services within 
the area

• The development would 
provide construction jobs 
for local contractors and 
suppliers

• Families moving into the 
area will increase footfall for 
local shops and business 
i.e. hairdressers, denture  
clinics, garages etc in  
Brunswick Industrial Estate

• Potential for funding to go 
towards education within 
the local area

ENVIRONMENTAL
• Houses will be built to   

high modern standards   
of energy efficiency with    
low energy footprints

• Development of land in an 
area with good transport 
links ensuring environmental 
impacts are minimised

• Creation of a linear park

• Wide public open space for 
local people to enjoy, which 
creates opportunities for 
walking and cycling in the 
area



Proposed plans on 
aerial photograph



Local facilities
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Landscape views
View from: north western edge of the site looking towards Three Hills LWS

View from:  beyond the site boundary to the west along Coach Lane, looking towards the site and east

View from: south western boundary of the site looking east



Drainage
• Improvements to road drainage on Coach Lane

• Flood risk is not an issue on site

• Surface water will be managed to the north east of the site, most likely by tank solution



Transport
• Existing bus service

• Improved access to bus services

• Local junctions are acceptable, but   
minor improvements may be needed

• Potential additional cars in peak   
hours east and west

• High quality access to Coach Lane
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Noise
A noise assessment has been conducted to look at the potential impact of existing 
sources of noise, including noise from traffic, the industrial estate and aircraft.  

Brunswick Industrial Estate
Given the industrial estate is to the north of the 
Hazlerigg site, we have looked into the impact   
of possible noise from the Brunswick Industrial  
Estate on the proposed homes.

During the day the noise recordings, around the 
proposed site, showed that activity on the industrial 
estate could be heard at locations 2, 3, 4 & 5.  

During the night, no activity on the industrial    
estate was observed. 

The noise recorded from the industrial estate  
happened from time to time and so has not   
been considered as the main noise source.  

Measures to minimise the impacts include:

• Acoustic fencing and visual screening

• Earth bunds
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Noise
A noise assessment has been conducted to look at the potential impact of existing 
sources of noise, including noise from traffic, the industrial estate and aircraft.  

Newcastle International Airport

Parts of the Hazlerigg proposal lie within the   
noise contours provided by Newcastle      
International Airport.

Noise levels have been recorded in and around 
the site during the day and through the night. 

For this reason measures to minimise the impacts 
will be included on site to ensure that internal 
noise levels are kept to an acceptable level.  

Day time noise contours 2030 - Newcastle International Airport Night time noise contours 2030 - Newcastle International Airport

This may include a mixture of:

• Site layout

• Appropriate double glazing 

• Acoustic ventilation for homes    
 on the outskirts of the site



Other considerations
• Archaeology

• Ecology

• Utilities



What happens next?    
• We believe that local people need new homes at Hazlerigg and we will   

continue to talk to local people about our plans

• We want to know your views 

• Continued discussion with statutory consultees (such as the Environment  
Agency, Newcastle Airport and Northumbrian Water) and other interested 
parties

• Planning application to be submitted later this year

• Newcastle City Council will start its own consultation on the plans

• A decision by the council is expected by Winter 2015 (estimated)

• If you’d like to register your support please visit:                
www.banksgroup.co.uk/hazlerigg/support-this-project          
or speak to a member of the the team


