Highthorn

Surface Mine Proposal

You are invited to a public exhibition at:

Widdrington Station Community Centre
Grange Road, Widdrington Station, Northumberland NE61 5LZ

Wednesday 16th September 2015 between 3pm and 8pm

Keeping you involved
We look forward to seeing
you at our exhibition, where
we will be sharing the plans
for the Highthorn Surface
Mine with you

The proposed new surface mine lies to the east of Widdrington
village and we plan to extract up to 3 million tonnes of coal for the
energy needs of our country.
At the exhibition, you can:
• View the plans of our proposal
• Meet our team, share your views and ask questions
• Tell us how you’d like your community to share in the benefits
of the surface mine

GET INVOLVED AND SUPPORT THIS PROJECT: www.banksgroup.co.uk/highthorn/support-this-project

In case we
haven’t met yet
Banks Mining is part of
the Banks Group. We
design, develop and
operate surface mines
providing coal to help meet
our society’s demand for
energy in a responsible
and considerate way.
Development with care is at the heart of our way of
working, and it’s proven in every one of our projects
by actions, more so than words. Respect and
consideration for your environment, your community
and our customers, employees and suppliers are at the
centre of everything we do.

Why Highthorn?
• The south east Northumberland coalfield is a
nationally significant reserve of coal suitable
for burning in coal-fired power stations and the
quality of the coal found at Highthorn can be
used by a wide variety of generators nationwide

Your personal contact

• Approximately one third of the electricity
generated in the UK is produced by coal-fired
power stations. In winter, nearly half of our
energy needs are met by coal.
• We believe that it’s more environmentally
considerate to use our own country’s coal
reserves than to import it from abroad

Jeannie Kielty

Development Relations Coordinator

• Not only can we be sure that indigenous coal is
mined in the most environmentally sound way,
we can also be sure of its quality and avoid the
CO2 emissions generated by transporting coal
from across the globe

You may already have met Jeannie Kielty, the
development relations coordinator for the Highthorn
project. Jeannie will be at the exhibition answering your
questions and hearing how you’d like your community to
benefit – environmentally, socially and economically – from
the project.

• Mining our own reserves also means the
significant economic benefits generated also
remain within the UK economy and our home
region

If you can’t make it to the exhibition but would like to ask
any questions and share your views, you can write to or
email Jeannie at the address below and on the back cover
of this newsletter.

• We strive to work in a safe, responsible and
efficient way

She’d love to hear from you.

Jeannie Kielty, Banks Mining
Inkerman House, St John’s Road,
Meadowfield, Durham DH7 8XL
highthorn@banksgroup.co.uk
0191 378 6100 or 0844 209 1515*

Keeping skills alive
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• We believe Highthorn will continue the long
established mining industry of Northumberland and
keep skills alive

Gas
25%
Renewables
22.3%

www.banksgroup.co.uk/highthorn
@The_Banks_Group

Nuclear
19.1%

Oil &
Other
2.3%

www.youtube.com/TheBanksGroup
*Calls to 0844 numbers are charged at local rate 		
from a BT landline, charges from other providers 		
and mobile networks may vary.
Northumberlandia - created
at our Shotton Surface Mine
near Cramlington
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Coal
31.3%

81%
Imported

• We intend to create at least 50 jobs on site at
Highthorn, maintain a significant number of jobs
from our current operational sites and further boost
the local economy by purchasing local goods and
services to be used on site
• As an illustration, our Shotton and Brenkley sites
near Cramlington spend £35 million annually on
goods and services from North East suppliers
• Highthorn could also provide training for young
people so they are able to develop essential skills
through our first class training programme
www.banksgroup.co.uk/highthorn 03

£450K

POTENTIAL
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Banks in
your community
Supporting your local facilities

The Banks Community Fund has made grants totalling over £3 million since 2005. Over £700,000 of this has been given
to groups in Northumberland. Below is just a selection of some of the grants made in your local area within the last two
years. If you are a member of a local group who would like to apply for funding then please contact us using the details
on the back page.
Grant awarded to...
ATAC Community Hall, Widdrington Station - Roof repairs

£9,000

Cramlington Rockets RLFC - Training equipment (pictured below)

£5,000

Ellington Allotment Association - New benches (pictured below)
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Value

£750

Ashington Amateur Boxing Club - New training equipment (pictured above)

£3,850

Hirst Welfare Centre, Ashington - Gym equipment

£5,000

Stobswood Miners Welfare Recreation Centre - Kitchen refurbishment

£5,200

Holy Trinity Parish Church of Widdrington - Replcacement of pathway

£4,080

Lynemouth Parish Council - New pit wheel monument

£5,000

Red Row Welfare FC - New training equipment

£5,000

Widdrington Community Centre - New furniture

£4,000

Woodhorn Narrow Gauge Railway Society - Three flat narrow gauge wagons

£4,000

Banks staff on the run to 			
raise funds for local kids charity
In May 2015, a team
of Banks staff ran the
Druridge Bay 10km
Run to raise money for
a north east charity,
Integrating Children

Banks employees have adopted Integrating Children as their charity
of the year. As part of their year long fund raising effort, they entered a
team in the Druridge Bay 10k race, which took place over the Spring
Bank Holiday weekend.
Runners completed a course which included gravel tracks, grass,
tarmac, firm sand and the Druridge Bay beach itself, and after everyone
had crossed the finish line, the total raised by Banks staff reached
£1,187.
Banks also provided sponsorship for the event - donating funds so
equipment including timing equipment, stopwatches and cameras
could be purchased helping the event go ahead.

www.banksgroup.co.uk/highthorn
05
www.banksgroup.co.uk/highthorn 09

Reaping
the benefits
Discover Druridge is a long
term partnership plan that
could deliver a positive,
lasting legacy for Druridge
Bay and the wider area
Banks Mining believes Highthorn can be the catalyst
to kick start the Discover Druridge visitor attraction by
addressing the severe lack of investment in the area.
We would make a significant contribution to help set
up the partnership and kick start Discover Druridge.
This partnership is likely to be made up of individuals
and organisations who hold a common vision for what
Druridge Bay could become.

Discover
Druridge

Discover Druridge would be designed to provide a
collection of improvements and promotions aimed at
helping people discover what Druridge Bay has to
offer, which could include:
• Wider access route improvements
• Funding for a formal coastal path
• Improved car parking facilities at Druridge
• Establishment of bay wide grazing regimes on the
dunes
• Improved visitor facilities at Druridge Bay Country
Park
• Gateway features to the bay and dunes
• World War II signage and interpretation
• Dark skies facilities
• Cycle shuttle
• Dedicated management officer
• Nature reserves / wildlife hides
Oakenshaw Wildlife Reserve - previously restored site by Banks

Through Discover Druridge, Druridge
Bay will no longer be a place where
people stop off just to visit the beach
and then continue on to Warkworth,
Bamburgh, Dunstanburgh or Alnwick.
Discover Druridge is designed to draw
people to the area and keep them at
Druridge Bay exploring the trails and
tracks, playing in the parks and on
the beach, exploring nature and the
Northumberland coast and spending
their money in Druridge Bay.
View local wildlife such as the Marsh Harrier
Low Chibburn Preceptory
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Pathways linked with nature reserves at Bowesfield
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Generated here;
benefiting here
Wherever possible, we
invite local suppliers to apply
for work on our projects
The Highthorn Surface
Mine would boost the local
economy and create wealth
and job opportunities for
local companies

We estimate that over the life time of the project, up to
£48 million would be invested in the local supply chain
as a direct result of the Highthorn Surface Mine.
As an example of economic benefits created by our
other sites, we have recently awarded contracts
worth nearly £500,000 to local North East firms for the
movement of the compound at our Shotton Surface
Mine.
Companies ranging from construction firms and
plant and machinery contractors to cleaning firms
and catering companies would all benefit from the
Highthorn projet. If you’d like your company to get
involved, we’d love to hear from you. Please find
contact details on the back page.
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Between January and June this year we held four separate
community workshops with residents in your local community
Representatives of Widdrington, Ellington & Linton,
Cresswell, Lynemouth, Pegswood, Widdrington
Station and Stobswood Parish Councils attended 		
these meetings.
These informed your community about our initial
proposals and presented options for certain aspects of
the site’s design so that you could tell us your preferred
choices.
Acting on your feedback from these workshops and the
conversations we have had with the local community we
have made significant changes to our Highthorn proposal
since we brought you our initial plans back in July 2013.

What happens next

If granted planning permission,
the Highthorn Surface Mine will:

We intend to submit a planning application to
Northumberland County Council in the near future.
Northumberland County Council will then begin their
consultation on the plans.

How your views
shaped the project

• Maintain at least 50 jobs from our 		
current operational sites in the area

Since starting the project, we have worked with and
listened to your local community, interest groups and
statutory bodies. Changes we have made as a result
of this feedback include:

• Generate a community benefits 			
fund of up to £450,000

• Site area reduced by 460 Ha

• ‘Green to green’ up to seven years

• Project duration reduced by three years

• Mine up to 3 million tonnes of coal

• Significant buffer zone from the beach introduced

• No mining activity within 500m of beach

• Site area no longer crosses the C116

The site would employ the latest technologies for noise.
We have carried out extensive wildlife impact studies
to ensure that valuable habitats are protected and new
biodiversity enhancements provided.

• Site boundary moved further away from
Widdrington village

10

Key facts

• Create at least 50 new local jobs

• Work an area of up to 250 Ha

If you signed up to receive updates on the project through our website or by attending an event we held
previously - you will be kept up to date on when the
application has been submitted. If you wish to be kept
up to date, please let us know.
We have requested that comments received after the
statutory 21 day consultation period will be taken into
consideration by Northumberland County Council to
allow you time to consider our proposals. A decision
is expected to be made by Northumberland planning
committee later this year or early in 2016.
We will also be holding additional community
workshops after submission to discuss the submitted
proposals and to continue to refine the many benefits this
project could bring to you and to your community.
www.banksgroup.co.uk/highthorn 11

Come and
get involved
We look forward to meeting you at our
exhibition and hearing your views and
suggestions on our proposals. If you can’t
make it to our exhibition, or you’d like to
get in touch then please write or email:

Jeannie Kielty, Banks Mining
Inkerman House, St John’s Road,
Meadowfield, Durham DH7 8XL
highthorn@banksgroup.co.uk
0191 378 6100 or 0844 209 1515*
www.banksgroup.co.uk/highthorn
@The_Banks_Group
www.youtube.com/TheBanksGroup
*Calls to 0844 numbers are charged at local rate 		
from a BT landline, charges from other providers 		
and mobile networks may vary.
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