
Banks Mining has an opportunity 
to bring forward a sensitively 

designed surface coal mine, which 
could bring a host of benefits and 

investment to your community

Getting you involved

Dewley Hill
Surface Mine Proposal

FIND OUT MORE: www.banksgroup.co.uk/dewleyhill  •  GET INVOLVED: see back page for our contact details

LOG ON TO 
www.banksgroup.co.uk

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

We believe Dewley Hill provides an opportunity to 
mine a nationally significant amount of high quality 
coal for use in heating homes, powering industry and 
electricity generation. 

Dewley Hill could create something special for your 
area. It’s just the start of this project and over the 
next few months we’re looking forward to gaining 
your views and agreeing the benefits it could bring   
to the local area.

40
YEARS

1976 - 2016



Banks Mining is part of 
the Banks Group. We are 
an established north-east 
family business that has a 

reputation for building positive 
community relationships and 
delivering tangible benefits to 

the communities in which 
we work

What we’re about
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The Banks Group is an established company with a 
diverse range of projects and operations. Banks develops 
and supplies energy for the UK from surface coal mines 
and onshore wind farms, as well as developing land for 
new homes and businesses.

We currently operate two surface mines in North East 
England at Shotton and Brenkley Lane. The majority of 
our employees live within the region.

The Banks Group has around 400 employees, the  
majority of which work within the mining division. We  
are committed to mining coal in the most sustainable  
way possible, helping to ensure that the country has 
sufficient fuel to meet its growing energy and industry 
needs.

Development with care
Our development with care approach ensures that our 
developments have a positive, long term effect on the 
environment and the local communities that we work 
within. This approach ensures that we conduct our 
activities in a responsible manner with consideration 
for the environment, for local communities in which we 
operate and for our customers, employees and suppliers.

Key facts
•  APPROXIMATELY 400 EMPLOYEES

•  200 EMPLOYEES BASED ON    
 OPERATIONAL MINING SITES   
 IN THE NORTH EAST

•  OVER 1,000 LOCAL SUPPLIERS   
 BASED IN THE NORTH EAST

Pond dipping at Oakenshaw Nature Reserve (restored Banks site)
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 Our track record 
We are a family company 

that takes pride in the 
work we do and the 

legacy we leave 
behind

We have worked and restored over 100 surface coal mines 
since the business was started in 1976. Our 40 years 
experience in the industry, and our development with care 
approach, sets us apart from other developers. 

We have a long and proud reputation of working our surface 
mines to the highest environmental standards, restoring 
thousands of acres of land that has benefited the surrounding 
communities in the process and delivering on the promises 
made to communities neighbouring our surface mines.

We are the company that constructed Northumberlandia, the 
largest human landform in the world as part of our Shotton 
Surface Mine. The multi award winning ‘Lady of the North’  
was only made possible by surface mining and she has 
already has attracted over 100,000 visitors every year  
since opening in September 2012.

“Northumberlandia demonstrates what can be achieved when 
the private sector works together with local tourism organisations 
and the community, and the delivery of this new innovative rural 
tourism attraction in the North East is a vision to behold.”  
JAMES BERRESFORD CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF VISITENGLAND
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Dewley Hill: 
figures and 
potential benefits 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPROVEMENTS 
AND NEW WILDLIFE 
HABITATS

PRESERVING   

AND PROTECTING 

LOCAL HISTORICAL 

MONUMENTS

POTENTIAL 
FLOOD 
ALLEVIATION

MAINTAINING 
LOCAL SUPPLY 
CHAINS

800K
TONNES OF HIGH 
QUALITY NORTH 
EAST COAL

£32M
TO STAY IN THE 
UK INSTEAD OF 
BEING SPENT ON 
IMPORTED COAL

50
CAREERS ON SITE 
(APPROX)

3.5 YEARS
START TO FINISH

Northumberlandia, near Cramlington



We believe that you should see the benefits from our 
projects as soon as we start work. The Dewley Hill 
Surface Mine will deliver benefits to your community 
and leave a positive legacy for decades to come.

Your community
Tell us how Dewley Hill can make your community a 
better place to live, work, learn and play. Here are a few 
of our ideas: 

• Flood alleviation

• Apprenticeships and support towards training and 
qualifications

• New cycle routes and facilities

• Improved local tourist attractions

• Improvements to local historic sites

• Improvements to local infrastructure

• New facilities and activities for young people

If you have some ideas of your own then we’d love   
to hear from you.

Our reputation has been built upon the 
relationships we build with local people, 
the improvements we deliver to local 
communities and the high standards to 
which we work over the past 40 years.

Jobs and     
the economy
Dewley Hill could provide jobs and careers 
for about 50 people. Dewley Hill could deliver 
substantial investment into local businesses, 
the supply chain and other local businesses. 

Banks already makes a big contribution to  
the North East’s economy.

• Over 300 local staff

• Over £35m spent annually including:

 • £16m spent on the local supply chain

 • £9.5m spent on wages

What could 
Dewley Hill 
mean for 
you?

The Banks 
Community Fund
Community organisations and voluntary groups close 
to a proposed or operational Banks site are eligible to 
apply for a grant from the Banks Community Fund.

Since the fund was set up we have awarded over  
£3 million in grants which have benefited over  
80,000 people. 

Examples of grants that could be eligible include play 
park equipment to provide safe spaces for young 
children, new furniture for a community centre to 
make local centres more accessible or even training 
equipment for a sports club to encourage more people 
to participate in sport. 

Funding is available NOW for community groups, sport 
clubs and other local organisations in your area so 
please use the contact details on page 14 to find out 
how to apply for a grant and to see if your project is 
eligible.
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New footpaths and cycleways Oakenshaw Nature Reserve (restored Banks site)

Hazlerigg Action Group at the new play park funded by Banks



Maintaining a reliable, 
secure supply of coal
Of the coal supplied to the UK, about 80% of it 
is imported from countries like Russia, USA and 
Colombia. Relying upon imported coal leaves UK 
customers vulnerable to world market changes. 
Indigenous coal supply is one of the more reliable 
energy sources and the coal supplied from Dewley Hill 
would reduce risk for UK customers.

Why is 
Dewley Hill 

needed?
Dewley Hill will deliver a supply of indigenous 

coal for UK industry, power and heat generation, 
which will be extracted and transported in a safe 

and responsible manner. 
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TOTAL UK DEMAND FOR COAL

29,413,000 

SOURCE: DECC Energy Trends - December 2015 |  All figures are in tonnes and are approximate

OTHER INDUSTRIES BREAKDOWN

Heat generation
375,000 Coke manufacture

3,108,000

Blast furnaces
1,200,000Patent fuel  

manufacture
164,000

Iron & steel
42,000

Other
1,556,000

Domestic
411,000

Other final users
47,000

COAL USED IN UK ELECTRICITY GENERATION

22,512,000 
COAL NEEDED BY OTHER UK INDUSTRIES

6,901,000 

Coal is needed for more than just electricity
Whenever you turn on a light switch, boil your kettle, or turn on your TV, there is a good chance the electricity you’re 
using comes from coal. However, in 2015, nearly 25% of the coal mined in the UK was used for industries other than 
electricity generation and the majority of coal mined from Dewley Hill would be intended for industrial and domestic use.

What industries could 
Dewley Hill support?
There are three minerals that we could   
potentially mine from Dewley Hill: 

• COAL      
Needed for multiple industries including steel 
production, cement manufacture and coke  

• FIRECLAY      
For the brick making industry (such as Ibstock, 
Throckley) 

• SANDSTONE     
For the construction industry and artistic 
purposes to create ornamental fountains and 
statues.  

Each of these materials play an important role in 
the UK, whether it be heating our schools, homes 
and hospitals or providing materials to create 
bricks to build our homes.

Reduction in 
transportation   
CO2 emissions
By using our own coal reserves, additional carbon 
dioxide (CO2) created through the transportation of 
imported coal would be avoided. In this respect, 
it makes the Dewley Hill proposal part of the most 
sustainable way of generating energy from coal.

Sandstone from our Shotton Surface 
Mine was used as part of the main 
entrance walkway to the landmark 
Olympic Stadium in East London

Bricks made from fireclay are needed to build new homes



“The estate has worked with the Banks 
Group since 1977. I’ve always been 
impressed with Banks’ approach to 
community engagement and their innovative 
approach to working and restoring sites. 
They show great care and attention to  
detail in the design and implementation  
of each of the restoration schemes.” 
BOB DOWNER 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE, BLAGDON ESTATE

The truth 
about surface mining

Managing dust
Dust is effectively controlled through appropriate site 
design, site management and the use of measures such 
as water sprays and bowsers on hauls roads and the 
seeding of soil mounds. Banks is a recognised leader in 
the innovation of environmental controls. We have won a 
number of awards for our work on noise control and dust 
suppression from both the Coal Authority and the Noise 
Abatement Society.

Keeping the noise down
Before we work any site we carry out noise assessments to 
understand the current sound levels in the area. We agree noise 
limits at the nearest sensitive locations with the local council, 
which protects the amenity of local residents, and these are set 
in planning conditions. Monitoring is undertaken to ensure we are 
compliant with these. In a pioneering project, the first of its kind in 
the UK, we invested approximately £1 million in a programme to 
reduce noise from our fleet of mobile mining plant.

Changing the landscape for the better 
We always look to push and improve ourselves, particularly when it comes to restoring the land to better than 
before we worked our surface mines. We are extremely proud of our role in Northumberlandia, which was in line 
with our ‘restoration first’ principle – a first for the surface mining industry. Since opening in September 2012, 
100,000 people visit Northumberland every year and she brings thousands of pounds to the local economy as 
a result. Other examples of our high quality restoration include the Blagdon Estate (pictured below), where we 
have returned the grounds to historic parkland, as well as introducing fishing lakes, wetlands, ponds, water 
courses and wild flower meadows. This picture was taken less than three years after mining was complete.

Mining is one of the oldest and most important contributors to modern society and is vital to 
development. We need to mine those minerals that we all depend on for our energy, electronics, 
industry, transportation, infrastructure, and other aspects of everyday life. Surface coal mining in 
the United Kingdom is highly regulated to protect site staff and to ensure minimum environmental 
impact. The following information should dispel some of the myths about surface mining. 
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Looking after    
local wildlife 
We thoroughly assess what wildlife uses the site and its 
surrounding areas before we submit a planning application 
using information from wildlife experts and local interest 
groups. 

Working with the local authority’s wildlife experts and their 
advisors we look to protect and enhance the local wildlife 
and biodiversity on all our sites. Where necessary we also 
look to provide alternative on or off site habitats to ensure 
that we protect existing wildlife.

One of the cleanest 
fleets in UK coal mining
All our trucks go through a wheel wash before leaving 
a site and all coal HGVs are sheeted to keep the road 
network clean. We ensure that our in-house HGV fleet 
is both modern and clean and that our drivers are highly 
trained and professional.

HGVs leave the site via wheel wash

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
A comprehensive draft environmental 
management plan is prepared for all surface 
mining sites, which sets out all of 
the environmental control measures 
which will minimise the potential 
environmental effects of the of the 
proposed mining operation. This 
includes the control and monitoring 
of noise, dust and vibration levels, 
controls on water discharges from 
the site, the appearance of the site 
at key views, and lorry movements.

BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN  
We produce a site specific biodiversity action plan to help manage wildlife and 
habitats during the operation of our sites. The overall objective is to ensure that all 
of the identified priority species are maintained on or around the site throughout the 
operational phases of the development. It also ensures that suitable habitats are 
provided to enable important species to re-establish across the site in similar   
or greater numbers than were present before the site began.
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Project details Potential timescales
The time line below sets out our estimated 
timescales for the Dewley Hill project. We are 
only at the very beginning of this process so by 
getting involved now you have a real opportunity 
to influence the project and the content of our 
planning application.  

Public consultation
We believe that communities should be able to 
take the lead in identifying the social, economic and 
environmental benefits that result from our investment 
in your area.

We will be carrying out various public consultation 
events before we submit a planning application for the 
Dewley Hill Surface Mine and we want to involve all 
sections of the community with the project.

SOME OF THE EVENTS WE 
HAVE PLANNED INCLUDE:

• Presentations to residential associations and   
 community groups

• Attendance at community events

• Exhibition

• Events to meet local businesses

We have identified an area of 
land between Throckley and 

North Walbottle which contains 
about 800,000 tonnes of high 

quality North East coal 

We are at the earliest stages in Dewley Hill’s development and will be 
assessing this area over the next few months to better understand the 
site. You may have heard about a surface mine at Dewley Hill in the 
past. We’ve worked really hard to look again at those plans and bring 
forward a new scheme with significant improvements from previous 
versions. The design of the mine and the plans for restoration will be 
developed in partnership with the local community and you will have 
an opportunity to influence these over the following months.

Spring - Summer 2016 
Public consultation by Banks Mining to 
shape the design of the mine and to identify 
the social, economic and environmental 
benefits that could be delivered

Technical studies and assessments 
required for the planning application

2017
Decision by the Planning and Environment 
Committee at Newcastle City Council

Summer - Autumn 2016
Submission of planning application 
to Newcastle City Council

Autumn 2016
Official consultation by Newcastle City Council 
with the general public and statutory consultees

 

Spring 2018
Work begins on site (subject to approval)

Autumn/Winter 2021
Coal extraction completed    
and restoration completed 

2016

2017

2018

Area of interest 

PROPOSED 
SITE AREA

B6325

A69

A6085

B6324

B6528

THROCKLEY

HEDDON-ON-
THE-WALL

Chapel 
House
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We look forward to meeting you and hearing your views on our proposals.   
If you’d like to get in touch then please write or email using the details below.

Come and get involved

Jeannie Keilty, Banks Mining, 
Inkerman House, St John’s Road, 
Meadowfield, Durham  DH7 8XL

dewleyhill@banksgroup.co.uk

0191 378 6100  or  0844 209 1515*

www.banksgroup.co.uk/dewleyhill

@The_Banks_Group  

www.youtube.com/TheBanksGroup

*Calls to 0844 numbers are charged at local rate 
from a BT landline, charges from other providers 
and mobile networks may vary. 

Dewley Hill Surface Mine
Community Survey
Please detach and complete this questionnaire and return to the freepost address overleaf by  
Thursday 31 March 2016. A version of this form is also available to download on the Dewley Hill 
website (www.banksgroup.co.uk/dewleyhill) if you wish to return it via email. 

Name:

Address:

E-mail:

Home Phone:                Mobile:

Would you like to be kept informed of ongoing developments with the scheme? (Please tick)

o Yes  o No 

Do you wish to attend an exhibition? (Please tick)

o Yes  o No

What do you think are the most important issues that need to be addressed in the design of the Dewley Hill Surface Mine?

What new facilities would you most like to see in the area?

How can we support local businesses and help people into work or training?
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FREEPOST FORM BY THURSDAY 31 MARCH 2016. 
All data supplied will be used confidentially and be covered under Data Protection.

Your personal contact

Jeannie Kielty is your development relations 
coordinator on the Dewley Hill proposal. She’s keen 
to get to know your community and to hear how you 
think the local area could benefit from our proposals.

If you would like to ask any questions and share 
your views, you can write to or email Jeannie at the 
address opposite.

Overleaf you will find a local residents survey. We are 
keen to hear your initial views on our proposals and 
find out what benefits you would like to see delivered 
if Dewley Hill was successful. Please fully complete 
the survey and pop it in the post by the date shown to 
be in with the chance of winning an Apple iPad Mini. 
The winner will be drawn at random and notified by 
Friday 8th April 2016.

Jeannie Kielty 
Development Relations Coordinator
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