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Banks Mining and Ibstock Brick  
are applying for planning permission 
to extract approximately 1.2 million 
tonnes of raw materials for use in 
the manufacturing and construction 
sectors (400,000 tonnes of fireclay 
and 800,000 tonnes of coal) from  
112 hectares of land north of Throckley 
Brickworks and the interchange on the 
A69, south of Stamfordham Road and 
east of Ponteland Road, Newcastle 
Upon Tyne. The whole operation will 
take three and a half years from start  
to finish (green to green).

The site will be restored and landscaped to include 
agriculture with integrated biodiversity features and carr/
wet woodland, species rich grassland and improved 
public access and rights of way. The proposal will deliver 
net environmental gains as well as significant benefits to 
the north east economy during its operational lifetime and 
beyond.

The site has been subject to previous applications for 
surface mining. A fundamentally different scheme is now 
proposed, which benefits from a smaller site area and 
greatly reduced operational timescales.

Extracting the high quality fireclay and coal at Dewley 
Hill now would prevent the effective sterilisation of these 
resources as a result of encroaching built development. 
Preventing effective sterilisation of these minerals is in 
accordance with national and local planning objectives.

Extracting these essential raw materials from an 
indigenous mineral resource will also reduce the reliance 
of UK industry on imports and significantly reduce the 
emissions of greenhouse gases associated with the 
transport of minerals and raw materials from further afield.   

Introduction
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Ibstock Brick is one of the UK’s 
market leaders in brick and paving 
manufacture and employs over 
1,400 people across the UK. 

Ibstock Brick 
The company has 19 brick and paver plants in the UK with a total 
capacity of some 900 million bricks per year. The plants are located 
throughout the UK with most having quarrying operations at or 
near them to supply the raw material essential to the brick making 
process. The nearest brickworks to the Dewley Hill Surface Mine 
is less than 0.5 miles away at Throckley (pictured above), which 
produces over 70 million bricks every year and employs over  
40 people.

Banks Mining
Banks Mining is part of the 
Banks Group. We are a family 
company that takes pride in the 
work we do and the legacy we 
leave behind. We are proud that 
we have successfully operated 
114 sites since the business 
started in 1976. 

The Banks Group is an established north east family owned business 
with a diverse range of projects and operations. Banks develops and 
supplies energy and raw materials for the UK from surface coal mines 
and onshore wind farms as well as developing and reclaiming land for 
commercial and residential property development.

The Banks Group has over 360 employees, the majority of whom  
work within the mining business. We are committed to mining in the 
most sustainable way possible, helping to ensure that the country  
has the raw materials needed by the cement and steel industries. 

Banks Mining currently operates three surface mines in North East 
England at Bradley, Brenkley Lane and Shotton. The majority of the 
group’s employees live within the region, making it one of the larger 
private sector employers in the area.

Our development with care approach ensures that our developments 
have a positive, long term effect on the environment and the local 
communities that we work within. Development with care also 
ensures that we conduct our activities in a responsible manner with 
consideration for the environment, for local communities in which we 
operate and for our customers, employees and suppliers. 

Banks Mining constructed the multi award winning ‘Lady of the North’ 
(pictured below). Since opening in September 2012, 90,000 people 
have visited Northumberlandia every year and she brings thousands   
of pounds to the local economy as a result.

Northumberlandia, near Cramlington
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Minerals of exceptional quality  
Laboratory analysis shows that the seams of coal at 
Dewley Hill have a high calorific value and low sulphur 
values, confirming that the coal to be extracted is 
particularly high quality suitable for industrial users   
such as steel and cement. The fireclay has been tested 
and proven to be suitable for high quality brick making.

Maintaining a reliable, secure  
supply of coal and fireclay  
Relying on coal and bricks supplied from imports  
leaves UK industries exposed to rapid fluctuations in 
the availability of supply and costs. Indigenous coal and 
fireclay supply is one of the most reliable sources of raw 
materials used by UK industries. 

The coal and fireclay supplied from Dewley Hill would 
reduce the exposure that UK industries and their 
customers in the wider construction and house building 
industry have to the variances in supply and possible 
resultant increases in costs. (see more overleaf)

Balance of payments   
Through the displacing of imported coal and bricks,  
there would be a beneficial impact upon the UK’s balance 
of payments, ensuring the money spent in the country 
stays within the country. 

By not importing the 800,000 tonnes of coal and  
400,000 tonnes of fireclay equivalent bricks that Dewley 
Hill will provide from other countries, an estimated £60 
million will be kept within the UK economy.

Reduction in transportation  
CO2 emissions      
By using our own coal and fireclay reserves, additional 
CO2 created through the transportation of imported coal 
and bricks would be avoided. In this respect, it makes 
the Dewley Hill proposal part of the most sustainable way 
of meeting the UK industrial sector’s continuing need for 
coal and fireclay as raw materials.

In addition, the majority of the journey that the coal 
extracted from the site will take from Dewley Hill to 
the end user will be undertaken on rail. Compared to 
the equivalent journey undertaken by road haulage, 
transporting bulk goods via rail produces 76% less 
carbon. Maximising the use of rail helps the Dewley 
Hill proposal to be as sustainable a possible (see more 
overleaf). 

Avoiding exporting environmental 
and social effects of extraction 
The UK benefits from one of the strictest mining 
development and permitting regimes in the world. 
Separate approvals and notifications need to be gained 
from bodies such as the local planning authority, the 
Environment Agency, Natural England, the Coal Authority, 
and the Health and Safety Executive before a site can 
start.

With a heavy reliance on imported coal the UK is not in 
a position to take responsible actions to ensure that the 
coal it uses has been sourced in an ethically, socially  
and environmentally sound manner.

Why Dewley Hill?

Jobs       
Dewley Hill is important in supporting continued 
employment. A total of 50 jobs will be created on site, 
which will be a mixture of machine operators, site 
administration, and support staff (including engineers, 
surveyors, plant maintenance, health and safety, 
environment and community staff). The majority of 
these will be transferred from Banks existing surface 
mines in Newcastle and Northumberland as those 
operations approach completion. The site will also 
support a further 47 jobs at Throckley Brickworks.

It is estimated that the working of the Dewley Hill site, 
alongside other existing Banks Mining operations in 
Newcastle and Northumberland will contribute a total 
of £4.1 million in wages to the local economy over  
the life of the site.

Skilled apprenticeship programme 
In partnership with Northumberland College, 
Banks Mining has developed a comprehensive 

apprenticeship programme.

Three apprentices from our plant team have recently 
completed their NVQ Level 3 in Plant Maintenance, 
where for the last three years they have been sharing 
their time learning between Shotton and Brenkley 
Lane Surface Mines and Northumberland College.

The Dewley Hill proposals will ensure that this 
apprenticeship programme continues to grow and 
offers valuable practical experience and training for 
young people in a part of the country where there  
is a high need for this type of opportunity.

Investment in Newcastle    
and the North East region   
Based on the expenditure of the existing Banks 
Mining operations in Newcastle and Northumberland, 
it is anticipated that approximately £8.5 million will be 
spent with local suppliers as a result of the Dewley 
Hill operations.

The Connect to Banks Mining charter sets out how 
Banks Mining will support the local economy in the 
areas that our mining sites operate within. In line with 
this charter we will maximise the benefits available 
from each of our surface mines for local people and 
for the local economy by:

• Creating new employment, training and/or 
education opportunities for local people

• Directly support local businesses by encouraging 
them to join the Banks Mining supply chain

Supporting the North East economy

The land at Dewley Hill has long been recognised as containing a mineral 
resource of both local and national importance, leading to it being identified as 
an Area of Search in the emerging Development and Allocations Plan. In addition 
to the emission savings, displacing raw materials imported from abroad with 
indigenously produced minerals (discussed below and on the following pages), 
Dewley Hill could deliver many national and local economic benefits.

Three apprentices based at Shotton Surface Mine
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The need for coal
In 2017 the UK demand for coal for 
industrial uses was 5.4 million tonnes. 
Dewley Hill Surface Mine will deliver high 
quality coal products to UK industry. 

The coal will be used in concrete and steel 
manufacture and heat generation, as well 
as industrial and domestic sectors. 

Coal is a key raw material to important sectors 
such as steel and cement production and to 
sectors that need cost effective, easy to handle 
and high energy fuel sources such as domestic 
heating, food production, and heritage railways. 
It provides materials needed to build our future 
hospitals, schools and homes. 

This need will continue into the future and without 
a secure domestic resource these sectors and 
businesses will need to look abroad to source  
this essential mineral. 

Maintaining a high quality, reliable and secure supply of coal

Where does the UK’s coal come from?

• The coal we need can be 
sourced from the UK or it 
can be sourced from abroad.  
Imports are being used to meet 
the UK’s demand with some 
74% of coals imported in 2017, 
increasingly from Russia and 
the USA.

• Producing the 800,000 tonnes 
of coal from Dewley Hill not 
only ensures that jobs and 
value are retained in Newcastle, 
but also reduces the carbon 
footprint and environmental 
impact of coal due to higher UK 
operating standards and shorter 
transportation distances.

• The coal in the North East is of 
exceptional quality and can be 
used across a broad range of 
industries. In 2019, we expect 
55% of the coals produced 
from our current surface mines 
to be sold to non-power station 
customers such steel and 
cement manufacture.
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To construct the new HS2 rail line, an estimated 2,000,000 tonnes of steel will be needed*.

To produce that amount of steel, 1.6 million tonnes of coal would be needed.

YOU CAN’T MAKE 
STEEL WITHOUT COAL
Coal is an essential mineral in steel production, 
being a key element in the chemical reaction (known 
as reducting) and as a heat source for the furnaces. 
 

SOURCE: *www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-08/5783
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Coal is an essential mineral in steel production, 
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The UK Government has a target of building 250,000 new homes every year.
3,750,000 tonnes of concrete would be needed for the foundations       
of these new homes, requiring 125,000 tonnes of coal annually. 

It is estimated 3,000,000 tonnes of concrete will be needed to 
construct the Hinkley Point C Nuclear Power Plant near Bridgewater.
100,000 tonnes of coal would be requiried to produce that concrete. 
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Cement and concrete
Coal is needed to generate heat for the production 
of cement. Cement is essential to produce concrete. 
No school, house, road, bridge or hospital can be 
built without concrete.
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Reducing the UK’s carbon footprint

CO2e EMITTED DURING TRANSPORTATION (Grammes of CO2e emitted per tonne of coal transported)

Greenhouse gas emissions from transporting the coal needed to meet UK demand are at least five times higher   
by importing coal from Australia or Russia, than by using our own North East coal reserves. Indeed, all the coal   
at Dewley Hill can be mined for less than just the transportation of coal from Australia and Murmansk (Russia).  

*Based on coal transportation from Dewley Hill site to Butterwell Disposal Point, Northumberland via HGV and then to Port Talbot Steel Works via rail.
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RED LINE BOUNDARY AREA:     
112ha (277 acres)

OPERATIONAL AREA:      
50.7ha (125 acres)

MINERALS:      
400,000 tonnes of fireclay and 800,000 tonnes of coal

DURATION:       
3.5 years “green to green” (from initial soil removal to final 
completed restoration)

COMMENCEMENT OF RESTORATION:   
4.5ha of nectar rich grassland will be created at the start 
of the site. Thereafter the working method and phasing 
of operations has been designed to allow progressive 
restoration, where possible.

JOBS:      
A total of 50 jobs will be created on site (many more jobs, 
including those at the nearby brickworks, will be supported 
indirectly).

OVERBURDEN STORAGE:              
Single overburden mound, up to an average height of 32m 
above surrounding ground level. The overburden mound 
is located on the lowest part of the site in order reduce its 
visual effect in views across the site from the surrounding 
area. The outer faces of the mound will be constructed first 
to create a ring shape ensuring vehicles tipping overburden 
in the centre of the mound are screened for the majority of 
the time the mound is being constructed.

HGV MOVEMENTS:      
Up to 73 loaded HGVs will leave the site per day

HGV ROUTING:      
Fireclay extracted from the site will either be taken   
directly to Throckley Brickworks or transported to Ibstock’s 
Red Barns Quarry near Hebburn in South Tyneside and 
stockpiled prior to use. Coal excavated from the site will  
be delivered to local rail loading facilities at either the Port  
of Blyth or the Butterwell Disposal Point west of Linton  
Colliery, Northumberland.

Key project figures

Our proposals

Activity 

Soil handling

Excavation, mineral extraction

Water drainage (if required)

Blasting (to be undertaken at agreed set times)

Mon to Fri 

7am to 7pm 

7am to 10pm

24 hours 

10am to 4pm

Sat

7am to 1pm

7am to 1pm

24 hours 

None

Sun

None

None

24 hours

None

Working hours

Coal processing 7am to 7pm 7am to 1pm None

Clay stockpiling 7am to 10pm 7am to 1pm None

Coal dispatch and HGV loading 7am to 7pm 7am to 1pm None

Clay dispatch and HGV loading 7am to 7pm 7am to 1pm None

Plant maintenance 24 hours 24 hours 24 hours

The need for fireclay 

Fireclays are a sedimentary 
mudstone that underlie some 
coal seams. Most fireclay seams 
are relatively thin and extraction 
on their own would not be 
economically viable and so surface 
coal mining sites are the main 
source of supply for about 90%  
of fireclay used in UK brickworks.  

The main use of fireclay is in the production of buff coloured 
facing bricks. These bricks are popular in the house building 
industry, as they have superior technical properties, in terms 
of strength, durability and frost resistance. 

Throckley Brickworks is a stones throw away from the 
Dewley Hill site, which means that there will be less of 
an environmental and economic impact to transport the 
material compared to sourcing it from elsewhere in the   
UK or importing the bricks from abroad.

The 400,000 tonnes of fireclay that Dewley Hill will produce 
will give Throckley Brickworks a secure source of material 
for the foreseeable future supporting the continued 
employment of the 47 employees that work at the  
Throckley site.  

Proximity of Throckley Brickworks to Dewley Hill

DEWLEY HILL 
SITE AREA

A69

B6324

B6528

THROCKLEY
HEDDON-ON-

THE-WALL

Chapel 
House

IBSTOCK BRICK, 
THROCKLEY

AVERAGE UK HOME 10,000 BRICKS 30 TONNES OF 
FIRECLAY/BRICKCLAY

= =

B6325

Haulage 
route to 

brickworks
(0.5 miles)
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How the site would be worked
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Our proposals

Extractive operations in Area C are expected to last 20 
weeks. Before then, work will commence in the largest 
working area, Area B, which will be worked in a SW to NE 
direction. 

Overburden extracted from above the coal and fireclay 
will be used to form the overburden mound in the south 
of the site. Progressive restoration to final topsoil level will 
occur initially in Areas A and C, then progressively from 
SW to NE within Area B. During this time, the overburden 
mound will be dismantled and used to progressively 
restore the site. The soil mounds will then be dismantled 
and the material used to complete the restoration. 

The topsoil and subsoil will be lifted and stored 
separately in landscaped screening mounds 
around the edge of the site. To ensure their 
quality is maintained throughout the operational 
phase of the development, higher quality soils 
will be stored separately.

Once formed, the soil mounds will be grass 
seeded and will serve as visual and acoustic 
screens for the operations. In order to minimise 
the overall duration of the site, three overlapping 
working areas will be used. (See below)

Initial site establishment works including the installation 
of drainage ditches and lagoons, construction of the site 
offices and site compound, and erection of protective 
fencing around areas of retained vegetation, will take 
place in the first few weeks. 

Excavation will then commence in the north west corner 
of the site (Area A) and move east. As the coal in Area A is 
very shallow, working in this area will progress quickly and 
be complete in 12 weeks. 

Before work is complete in Area A, work will start in Area 
C in the south of the site. Again extractive operations in 
this area will progress quickly, in a north easterly direction. 
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Restoration
Aim               
The aim of the restoration strategy at Dewley Hill is to provide net environmental gains across a range of interests. 
From the commencement, with the establishment of improved public access and the creation of new woodland 
and species rich grassland, the aim is to improve the green infrastructure running around and through the site.

Banks Mining has considerable experience restoring sites in greenbelt 
locations to create features which have lasting benefits for those who live 
nearby, as well as wider biodiversity and nature conservation benefits.
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RetainedExisting site Restoration

Arable (ha)

Pasture (ha)

Species rich grassland (ha)

Carr woodland (ha)

Woodland (ha)

Individual tree

Hedgerows (km)

Footpaths / bridleways (km)
(Permissive and statutory) 

Historic waggonways (km)

Scrub/outgrown hedge (ha)

Riparian (km)

Conservation headlands (km)

Wildlife islands (ha)

86.2

20.5

5.3

0

0

46

8.8

2.3

0.83 
Remaining in situ

0.64

1.03

0

0

0

7 
Includes some arable 
that becomes pasture

0

0

0

22

4

0.6 
Retained and undiverted

0.83 

0.25

0.45

0

0

66.3

5

17.3

18
Approx. 26,000 trees and shrubs

4.0 
Approx. 6,400 trees and shrubs

22 + 246 
new hedgerow trees

12.7

4.1

2.2km 
0.83km retained / 1.37km reinstated

0.25

1.2

11

0.3

Restoration plan
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Restoration
Aftercare             
Once restored, the site will be subject to a recuperative aftercare period to ensure that agricultural land   
and the new landscape features including tree planting and footpaths are properly established. These  
images show what the restored site will look like 5 and 15 years after the working of the site is complete.

NORTHERN VIEWPOINT

5 years

15 years
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SOUTHERN VIEWPOINT

5 years

15 years

Restoration
Aftercare        
This view shows what the new multi-user access route and woodland 
planting will look like 5 and 15 years after working is complete



Environmental controls
Banks is a recognised leader in the 
innovation of environmental controls. 
We have won a number of awards 
for our work on noise control and 
dust suppression from both the Coal 
Authority and the Noise Abatement 
Society.
We have also adopted an environmental policy which we 
apply to all our sites to ensure high standards of working 
at all times. Environmental monitoring and regular audits 
ensure that these standards are maintained.

A comprehensive draft Environmental Management Plan 
has been prepared for the Dewley Hill site which sets out all 
of the environmental control measures which will minimise 
the potential environmental effects of the of the proposed 
mining operation. This includes the control and monitoring 
of noise, dust and vibration levels, controls on water 
discharges from the site, the appearance of the site at key 
views, and lorry movements.

To confirm our commitment to 
these standards, all environmental 
monitoring results are presented 
to the site liaison committee and 
the local authority. The local 
community are also invited to 
take part in audits.

Biodiversity action plan
Site specific biodiversity action plans 
(sBAP) have been set up to help manage 
wildlife and habitats during the operation 
of our sites. 
The overall objective is to ensure that all of the identified priority 
species are maintained on or around the site throughout the 
operational phases of the development. It also aims to ensure that 
suitable habitats are created during the site restoration to enable 
the priority species to re-establish across the site in similar or 
greater numbers than were present before the site commenced.

Detailed and comprehensive ecological surveys have been carried 
out across the site and surrounding area and these have enabled 
the selection of a number of priority species and habitats to be 
included in the sBAP.

sBAPs have been successfully operated on our existing  
Shotton and Brenkley Lane sites since they started in 2008 
and 2010 respectively and the Dewley Hill planning application 
includes a draft sBAP for the site.

A final list of target species for the 
Dewley Hill sBAP will be agreed with key 
conservation bodies and Newcastle City 
Council. At this stage the target species 
at Dewley Hill include:

• Brown Hare

• Bats

• Otter

• Barn Owl

• Lapwing

• Skylark

• Yellowhammer

• Reed Bunting

• Linnet

• Tree Sparrow

• Grey Partridge

Lapwing chick

Brown Hare at Brenkley Lane Surface Mine

Haul roads are sprayed with water to control dust Reed BuntingSkylark

Grey Partridge

All wildlife images shown on this page have 
been taken at existing operational Banks 
surface mines in North East England
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Archaeology     
Archaeological assessments of the site have been undertaken, 
the scope of which has been agreed with the Tyne and Wear 
Archaeology officer, including a desk based assessment, 
geophysical survey, field walking, earthwork survey and evaluation 
trenching. The assessments indicated that some further investigation 
is required in relation to exploring the nature of Neolithic flint finds 
that have been recorded on the site. These investigations are 
ongoing, the results of which will be submitted to the Council 
as soon as they are available and prior to determination of the 
application. 

The site contains remnants of 18th century waggonways. There are 
Scheduled Monuments present locally, outside the site boundary. 
The potential for the proposed development to impact upon existing 
designated and non-designated heritage assets has therefore also 
been assessed, including Scheduled Monuments and Hadrian’s Wall 
World Heritage Site approximately 2km away. It has been concluded 
that there will be no significant setting effects on designated and 
non-designated assets as a result of the proposed development.

Upon restoration, interpretative boards are proposed along the 
former waggonway routes that are to be reinstated, which will form 
recreational routes across the site and aid in highlighting the site’s 
rich mining heritage.

Environmental assessment
This section of the document summaries the results of the environmental 
assessment which has been undertaken in relation to the proposed Dewley 
Hill minerals development. 

Archaeological dig in progress
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Regular noise monitoring

Noise    
Noise monitoring has been carried out 
at nine locations closest to the proposed 
site to provide background noise levels. 
These background levels are then 
compared to predicted noise levels  
of the operational site. 

The noise assessment for Dewley 
Hill has found that predicted noise 
levels for all aspects of site operations 
will be in compliance with nationally 
recommended limits for mineral 
operations.

Air quality    
A detailed air quality assessment of the 
proposed operations has been carried out, 
which concludes that working the surface 
mine will not result in significant environmental  
effects at existing sensitive receptors or 
cause exceedance of the national air quality 
objectives. The predicted air quality effects  
were found to fall significantly below the 
recommended limits outlined in National 
Planning Practice Guidance. No significant 
air quality effects associated with road traffic 
emissions on haulage routes away from Dewley 
Hill were found.

Hydrology and hydrogeology 
A hydrological and hydrogeological assessment 
has been undertaken in relation to the site and the 
proposed development. The site lies within the 
catchments of the Dewley Burn and the Ouse  
Burn and within Flood Zone 1, with a low probability  
of flooding. 

During site operations, the temporary diversion and 
subsequent reinstatement of an unnamed tributary   
of the Dewley Burn will be required, subject to  
consent from the Lead Local Flood Authority. 

The discharge of water leaving the site will be 
controlled to be no higher than the existing level.  
Upon restoration, greenfield runoff rates will be  
re-established and additional attenuation will be 
provided.

The assessments undertaken conclude that no  
significant or unacceptable effects will occur as 
a result of the proposed development, however 
Banks Mining will implement a strict environmental 
management system throughout the lifetime of 
the site, so as to further minimise the risk of  
unacceptable hydrological effects. 

Water bowser

Geotechnical
A comprehensive understanding of the 
geotechnical situation on the Dewley Hill site 
has been achieved, following the review of 
both historical and recently drilled borehole 
information. The geotechnical assessment 
demonstrates that the proposed site has 
been designed to the highest standards and 
can operate without creating a significant 
environmental effect on land stability   
outside  the site boundary.

Mine gas     
A mine (or stythe) gas risk assessment has been 
undertaken, alongside a geological and geotechnical 
appraisal of the site. The assessment found that 
underground old workings may be encountered, 
however if they are, any gas released from the 
workings as they are uncovered should safely 
dissipate into the atmosphere and should not  
pose a risk to the general public.

Air quality    
A detailed air quality assessment of the 
proposed operations has been carried out, 
which concludes that working the surface 
mine will not result in significant environmental  
effects at existing sensitive receptors or 
cause exceedance of the national air quality 
objectives. The predicted air quality effects  
were found to fall significantly below the 
recommended limits outlined in National 
Planning Practice Guidance. No significant 
air quality effects associated with road traffic 
emissions on haulage routes away from  
Dewley Hill were found.



Highways and transport
The impact on highways and transport has been 
assessed. It is concluded that a single, safe 
site access point can be created off Ponteland 
Road (the B6323 highway) to serve the site. The 
proposed haulage routes include southwards, 
towards Throckley Brickworks and eastwards then 
leading either northwards, along the A69 and A1 
(to the Port of Blyth or Butterwell Disposal Point) 
or south to Red Barns Quarry in South Tyneside. 
All proposed routes are suitable for HGVs and 
there are no significant capacity or safety issues 
associated with any junctions on the proposed 
routes. 

The cumulative effect of traffic from the proposed 
development with other major developments in the 
area has also been assessed and no unacceptable 
effects have been identified.

HGVs leave the site via wheel wash

Blasting and vibration  
The results of geotechnical investigations 
on  site suggest that some overburden 
material  may need to be blasted to assist with 
excavation. A vibration assessment has been 
undertaken.

Vibration criterion of 6 millimetres per second 
(mm/s) peak particle velocity (PPV) for 95% of 
blasting events (a satisfactory magnitude for 
vibration from blasting at the proposed Dewley 
Hill site) can be achieved at all sensitive locations 
around the site, in full accordance with current 
best practice and planning guidance.

Banks Mining has significant experience and 
knowledge of the factors which influence ground 
vibration and air overpressure caused by blasting 
and will monitor blast induced vibration at a 
number of premises around the site throughout 
the proposed working period.

Ecology and arboriculture             
A preliminary ecological appraisal and a 
comprehensive set of protected species surveys of 
the site have been undertaken. An ecological impact 
assessment has been carried out which demonstrates 
that, with appropriate mitigation, the proposed 
development can be carried out without a likely 
significant residual effect on designated nationally  
and locally important nature conservation sites.

In addition, beneficial outcomes can be anticipated 
with the creation of priority habitats including carr/wet 
woodland, species-rich grassland, and wildlife margins 
and islands fully integrated into agricultural after uses, 
providing suitable resources available to all wildlife 
(including, but not exclusively, for breeding birds, bats, 
badgers, amphibians and invertebrates).

An assessment of the effects of the development on 
natural capital finds that the proposal will deliver net 
environmental gains through the improvement of  
green infrastructure links through the site. 

Soils and agriculture    
An assessment of soils and agricultural  
land quality has been undertaken. During 
the operational period, there will be a 
temporary loss of approximately 29.5ha 
of best and most versatile land, 60ha of 
moderate quality Grade 3b agricultural land 
and 3ha of poor quality, Grade 4 agricultural 
land. 

Although in the short term the effects on the 
agricultural land use and soil structure have 
been identified as significant, the effects will 
decrease with restoration and progressively 
further during the aftercare phase. By the 
end of the five year aftercare period, the 
effects on best and most versatile land have 
been assessed as neutral. Impacts on local 
farm businesses have also been assessed 
and are considered to be neutral.
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Bird strike     
An assessment has considered whether 
the proposed development both during 
its operation and on restoration, would 
increase the risk of bird strike for planes 
using Newcastle International Airport. 

The restoration proposals do not involve  
the creation of any substantive areas of 
open water.

The assessment finds that the 
implementation of bird hazard  
management processes set down  
in  the site Environmental Management 
Plan, will ensure the proposed  
development will not significantly   
increase the risk of bird strike.

Environmental assessment

Lighting array example on site

Lighting   
A lighting assessment has 
been carried out. Baseline 
light measurements have 
been obtained for 16 locations 
around the proposed site. 
The assessment concludes 
that the predicted light levels 
will not exceed nationally 
recommended limits for light 
pollution. Lighting on site 
will be managed by practical 
mitigation measures (such 
as the sensitive siting of 
lighting rigs) and through the 
implementation of the site’s 
Environmental Management 
Plan (EMP).

Green house gases (GHG)   
An assessment looking at the greenhouse gases emitted 
from mining and transporting the minerals from Dewley 
Hill to their customers in the UK has been carried out. 
The assessment finds that in total, over the entire life 
of the mine 51,266 tonnes of CO2e (the standard unit 
for measuring GHG emissions) will be emitted. This is  
0.003% of the UK’s total GHG emissions.

The assessment also looked at the GHG emissions which 
would be caused if the UK customers had to source the 
minerals won from Dewley Hill from further afield. The 
assessment found that using the fireclay from Dewley Hill 
will result in 90% less CO2e emissions compared to the 
most likely alternative source of supply. 

In relation to coal, supplying UK industry from Dewley Hill 
will result in between 47% and 80% less CO2e emissions 
per tonne of coal delivered (see page 09). By using an 
indigenous mineral resource to meet UK industry’s need for 
raw materials, the proposal can be seen to be supporting 
sustainable economic growth.



VIEW FROM: B6323 Ponteland Road near Cresent Farm

Existing view

Photomontage

Landscape and visual impact        
A landscape and visual impact assessment has been undertaken, which shows that the majority of the site can 
be screened by landscaped mounds. Some time-limited, glimpsed views into the operating void may be possible 
from a small number of viewpoints beyond the site boundary. However, as the proposed surface mining operations 
are for a period 3.5 years, consideration of this, together with the scale of the development, the proposed scheme 
of working, visibility of the site and the longer term landscape enhancement / beneficial effects arising from the 
restoration proposals, the overall potential effects in landscape and visual terms are considered to be acceptable.
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Environmental assessment
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VIEW FROM: Public footpath 5 adjacent to the B6324 Stamfordham Road

Existing view

Photomontage

Environmental assessment
Landscape and visual impact
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VIEW FROM: North Wallbottle Road at the junction with Coronation Road

Existing view

Photomontage

Environmental assessment
Landscape and visual impact
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VIEW FROM: Westway, Throckley, adjacent to public footpath leading into the dene

Existing view

Photomontage

Environmental assessment
Landscape and visual impact



Conclusion
The environmental assessment 
concludes that the site can be worked 
without any significant environmental 
effects provided that the appropriate 
mitigation measures are implemented. 
The proposed development will also 
bring local benefits in the form of   
jobs and investment. 

What happens next?    
Prior to making a decision on the planning application, 
Newcastle City Council will seek advice from their 
technical officers and statutory consultees, including 
the Environment Agency and Natural England. In 
addition, the local community and a range of other 
consultees will also be consulted.

Once the Council has received and considered these 
responses, a report will be prepared by the planning 
officer for consideration by the planning committee. 
Once the planning committee has considered the 
planning officer’s report, a decision on the   
application will be made.
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Our Shotton Surface Mine workforce in Northumberland
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Members of the public can view copies of 
the Non Technical Summary, Environmental 
Statement and associated documentation 
during the Council’s office hours at: 

Newcastle City Council

Development Management

Civic Centre

Barras Bridge

Newcastle Upon Tyne 

NE1 8QH

This Non Technical Summary is also available to view/download from  

the Banks Mining website (www.banksgroup.co.uk/dewleyhill).

Electronic copies of the entire set of documentation are available on DVD 

at a cost of £5 (including postage and packaging) from Banks Mining.

Printed copies of the Environmental Statement may be purchased at  

a cost of £50 (including postage and packaging) from Banks Mining. 

For further information about the Dewley Hill development please  

contact us on the details shown below.

&


