
We would like to introduce 
ourselves to you as we progress 

with work on the Bradley site 
located off the A692 between 

Dipton and Leadgate.

We’re pleased that we’ve started on the Bradley Surface Mine. 

Our new and existing employees are making great progress with 

the project. The new access road is complete, work has fully 

commenced and coal will be leaving the site and being put to 

good use very soon. Find out more in this newsletter about what 

is happening on site, who’s working here and how the coal we 

mine will be used. 

Keeping you informed

FIND OUT MORE: www.banksgroup.co.uk/bradley   •   GET INVOLVED: see back page for our contact details

Bradley Surface Mine
Community Update

The Banks Mining Bradley project team on site



Christine has worked for Banks Mining for 32 years 
has vast experience of dealing with environmental 
monitoring of mining sites. She is responsible for 
environmental compliance monitoring for all Banks 
Mining operational sites so it is likely that you will  
see her out and about conducting surveys on a 
regular basis. 

Christine was born and bred in County Durham 
and three generations of her family are from the 
Burnopfield and Annfield Plain area. 

From Newcastle upon Tyne, Jamie joined the Royal 
Engineers from school becoming a trained Combat 
Engineer and Amphibious Engineer. 

After six years in the armed forces, he joined Tarmac 
Heavy Building Materials in the Worcestershire area. 
Over 14 years he progressed from a plant operator 
to quarry manager - where he worked closely 
with the local community’s various local councils, 
environmental agencies and environmental specialists. 

He joined the Banks Group in 2012 as deputy site 
manager at Shotton Surface Mine in Cramlington 
before recently being given responsibility for the  
site management of Bradley.     

Development with care is at the heart of our way of working. 
Respect and consideration for your environment, your 
community and our customers, employees and suppliers are at 
the centre of everything we do. We pride ourselves on working 
with local communities to deliver high quality developments and 
create benefits for those living closest to our projects. 

Banks Mining is part of the Banks 
Group. We are an established 
north-east family business that 

is committed to building positive 
community relationships and 

delivering tangible benefits to the 
communities in which we work. 

We call this development with care

What we’re about
The Banks Group has a diverse range of projects 
and operations. We develop and supply energy for 
the UK from surface coal mines and onshore wind 
farms, as well as developing land for new homes 
and businesses.

We are committed to mining coal in the most safe, 
efficient and responsible way possible, helping to 
ensure that the country has sufficient fuel to meet 
its growing energy and industry needs.

We currently operate three surface mines in North 
East England at Shotton, Brenkley Lane and now 
Bradley.  The majority of our 300 employees live 
within the region, with most being employed  
within the mining division.

With our headquarters located in Meadowfield, 
on the outskirts of Durham City, we currently 
employ around 125 people from across County 
Durham with over 50 employees living in the 
North West Durham constituency.
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Meet the team

Lewis is your community relations manager for 
the Bradley Surface Mine and is the first point of 
contact for the local community and members 
of the general public. He’s keen to know your 
community better and find out how you think it 
could benefit from the project. 

If you would like to ask any questions and share 
your views, you can contact Lewis using the details 
below or on the back cover of this newsletter.

CALL: 0191 378 6100  or  0844 209 1515*

EMAIL: bradley@banksgroup.co.uk 

He’d love to hear from you.

Lewis 
Stokes 

COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS 
MANAGER

Dumptruck on site

Our Mount Oswald property 
development, Durham City

Our Moor House Wind Farm under 
construction, near Darlington

Christine 
Hogarth   
SENIOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
COORDINATOR

Jamie 
Drysdale   
SITE MANAGER

Wildflower meadow created as part 
of the restoration of our Delhi Surface 
Mine, Northumberland. Picture taken 
three years after restoration
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Our track record 
We are a family company 

that takes pride in the work 
we do and the legacy 

we leave behind. We are 
proud to say that we have 

operated over 110 sites 
since the business was 
started in 1976. Every 
surface mine we have 
worked on has been 

fully restored with many  
winning awards.

Our 40 years experience in the industry and our 
development with care approach sets us apart from other 
developers. We have a long and proud reputation of 
working our surface mines to the highest environmental 
standards, restoring thousands of acres of land that has 
benefited the surrounding communities in the process 
and delivering on the promises made to communities 
neighbouring our surface mines.

We’ve restored a wide range of sites providing diverse 
wildlife habitats and nature reserves. Several of our restored 
sites have won awards. Many of these are in County 
Durham, such as Oakenshaw Community Wildlife Reserve, 
as well as several in Northumberland.

We are the company that constructed Northumberlandia, 
the largest human landform in the world as part of our 
Shotton Surface Mine. The multi award winning ‘Lady of 
the North’ was only made possible by surface mining and 
she has already has attracted over 80,000 visitors every 
year since opening in September 2012.

“Northumberlandia demonstrates what can be achieved when 
the private sector works together with local tourism organisations 
and the community, and the delivery of this new innovative rural 
tourism attraction in the North East is a vision to behold.”  
JAMES BERRESFORD CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF VISITENGLAND

www.banksgroup.co.uk/bradley   05

Bradley: 
key figures 
and benefits 

Northumberlandia, near Cramlington

£500K
SPENT WITH LOCAL 
SUPPLIERS TO DATE

£30M
TO STAY IN THE UK  
INSTEAD OF BEING 
SPENT ON IMPORTED 
COAL

30
CAREERS ON SITE -  
25 OF WHICH WILL  
BE NEW POSITIONS

51 acres
OF GIFTED LAND 
FOR A NEW NATURE 
RESERVE

500K
TONNES OF HIGH  
QUALITY NORTH   
EAST COAL

£50K 
COMMUNITY FUND 
SPECIFICALLY FOR  
THE BRADLEY 
COMMUNITIES
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BENEFITING YOUR COMMUNITY
Our reputation has been built upon the 
relationships we build with local people, 
the improvements we deliver to local 
communities and the high standards 
to which we have worked to over the 
past 40 years.

What could Bradley 
mean for you?

The Banks 
Community Fund
Community organisations and voluntary groups 
close to a proposed or operational Banks site 
are eligible to apply for a grant from the Banks 
Community Fund.

Since the fund was set up we have awarded 
over £4 million in grants which have benefited 
over 100,000 people. 

Examples of grants that could be eligible include 
play park equipment to provide safe spaces for 
young children, new furniture for a community 
centre to make local centres more accessible 
or even training equipment for a sports club to 
encourage more people to participate in sport. 

The Bradley project will provide around £50,000 
which can be used to support community 
groups and projects in your local area. We 
will look to agree the fund guidelines with the 
Bradley liaison committee in the coming weeks. 

If you have a project in mind, please   
get in touch to tell us about it.

CASE STUDY: 
Investing in our people
In 2017 we gained the Investors In People Silver 
Award for our commitment to developing our 
employees so they continuously improve their 
skills and gain experience. 

Since March 2017, 80 plant operators have been 
undertaking their NVQ Level 2 in Plant Operations. 
We have also developed an extensive induction, 
training and licensing scheme that is far more 
challenging and robust than other third party 
industry schemes with endorsements from both 
the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) and the 
Institute of Quarrying (IQ).

Four apprentices from our plant team are  
currently completing their NVQ Level 3 in Plant 
Maintenance sharing their time learning between 
Shotton Surface Mine and Northumberland 
College.

Our four apprentices based at Shotton

Belmont Community Centre received a grant for a kitchen refurbishment

Supporting Chester-le-Street Cricket Club

SUPPORTING THE LOCAL ECONOMY AND CREATING JOBS

New jobs
Bradley will provide direct jobs and  
careers for about 30 people. 25 of 
these are new skilled jobs, which  
we’re recruiting for now.

Supporting the    
local economy 
Bradley will also deliver substantial 
investment into local businesses, and 
help maintain the existing supply chain 
we have with businesses across the 
North East. 

CASE STUDY:   
Connect 2    
Banks Mining

We believe that your community should benefit as soon 

as we start work. This could be through new jobs for 

the people in your community and our support for local 

businesses or giving access to the Banks Community 

Fund. The Bradley Surface Mine benefits from its own 

community fund which will be available within the first six 

months of commencement of work. The Bradley Surface 

Mine will deliver benefits to your community and leave a 

positive legacy for decades to come.

The Connect 2 Banks Mining charter sets 
out how Banks Mining will support the local 
economies that host our mining projects.  
This will be achieved by:

• Maximising the benefits available from each  of 
our surface mines for local people and for the 
local economy. 

• Creating new employment, training and/or 
education opportunities for local people. 

• Directly support local businesses by 
encouraging them to join the Banks Mining 
supply chain 

Supporting County 
Durham & Darlington 
NHS Foundation Trust 
Charity raise funds for 
a new MRI scanner
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Maintaining a high quality,      
reliable and secure supply of coal

The need for coal
Bradley Surface Mine 
will deliver quality coal 

products to UK industry. 

It will be used in power 
and heat generation, 

concrete and steel 
manufacture, industrial 
and domestic sectors. 

SOURCE: Energy Trends March 2018

CASE STUDY: Where does the UK’s coal come from?

Coal still has an important role to play in the generation of 
electricity across the UK despite the reduction over the past 
four years.  Coal provides a stable and reliable energy source 
which is used at times of peak demand to keep the electricity 
system working, and your lights on. During the “beast from 
the east” for a period of five days, when it was needed most, 
coal power was running at full throttle. In 2017 Banks Mining 
supplied coal to the electricity generators which enabled the 
equivalent of 450,000 homes to be powered for a year.

Coal is also a key raw material to other important sectors 
such as steel and cement production and to sectors that 
need cost effective, easy to handle and high energy fuel 
sources such as domestic heating, food production, and 
heritage railways. It provides materials needed to build   
our future hospitals, schools and homes.

The use 
of coal

Mobile phone 
manufacturing

Cement 
manufacturing

Food 
production

Steel 
manufacturing

Domestic 
heating

Heritage 
railways

Electricity 
generation

• The coal we need can be 
sourced from the UK or it 
can be sourced from abroad.  
Imports are being used to 
meet the UK’s demand with 
some 74% of coals imported 
in 2017, increasingly from 
Russia and USA.

• Producing coal in the North 
East not only ensures that 
jobs and value is retained 
within the region, supporting 
the local economy and 
developing skills, but also 
reduces the carbon footprint 
and environmental impact of 
coal due to higher operating 
standards and shorter 
transportation distances.

• The coal in the North East is 
very good quality and can be 
used across a broad range 
of industries. In 2017 40% 
of the coals produced at our 
Shotton Surface Mine were 
sold to non-power station 
customers. In 2018 this is 
expected to rise above 55%.

% OF COAL USED THAT 

WAS IMPORTED IN 2016

67% 
% OF COAL USED THAT 
WAS IMPORTED IN 2017

74% 

UK
33%

OTHER
38%

USA
11%

RUSSIA
18%

UK
26%OTHER

20%

USA
20%

RUSSIA
34%

2016 2017



OAKENSHAW
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Enhancing 
landscapes, 
encouraging 
nature
The Bradley site will benefit from progressive restoration which 
will encompass a wide range of new habitats for wildlife. The 
site will be fully restored and could include a mix of agricultural, 
woodland, species rich grassland areas and a nature reserve 
ensuring environmental benefits and public access to the site 
long after mining operations are complete.  

CASE STUDY:   
Oakenshaw Community  
Wildlife Reserve
Created by Banks, this award winning 39 hectare site in 
County Durham was opened in 1996 and is a mainly broad 
leaved woodland with a seven hectare nature reserve. 

This provides open space for the local community with 
an extensive network of footpaths extending into the 
surrounding woodland. 

The reserve won a Durham County Council Environment 
award in 1996 and to this day continues to be a very well 
used area by the local community who are involved in the 
management of the reserve. 

It is a haven for wildlife, contains three large ponds 
surrounded by a wild flower meadow. The adjacent 
woodland has open glades with grassy margins designed 
to benefit many species - in particular woodland butterflies. 

Millennium Marque for Environmental 
Excellence and Sustainable Development  
TIDY BRITAIN GROUP - 2000

Environment Award   
DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL - 1996

Wildflower meadow surrounding ponds at Oakenshaw

Woodland glade at Oakenshaw

Family walk at the Oakenshaw Community Wildlife Reserve

Bridleway through the restored 
Northwood Plantation, near Brandon, 
County Durham (restored Banks site)

BRADLEY

DURHAM

Bishop Auckland

Spennymoor

Barnard Castle

Newton Aycliffe

Peterlee

Tow Law

Consett
Stanley

Chester-le-Street

OUR TRACK RECORD 
IN COUNTY DURHAM:

32 sites 
WORKED & RESTORED
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Project update

Environmental monitoring  
We have a long and proud history of working with the  
communities living and working near us and we’re keen   
to show you how we will do that at Bradley too. 

As with all our sites, we carry out comprehensive 
environmental monitoring. This includes the monitoring of 
air quality from several locations around the site. This real 
time monitoring helps to ensure that the various mitigation 
measures we have on site to manage dust are all working as 
they should be. 

Noise monitoring is also carried out at every stage of the 
project and is used to make sure that noise generated from 
the site is always at an acceptable level. 

Vibration monitoring is also carried out in relation to the one or 
two times we blast on site during the day. All of the monitoring 
we do is to ensure that our site is working as it should be. 

Site blasting
Some blasting is required on part of the site. It will be limited 
to a maximum of two blasts per day and carefully planned 
and monitored to ensure that residential amenity is not unduly 
disturbed by it. We are working closely with Our Lady and Saint 
Joseph Catholic Church and others living close to the site to 
make sure everyone knows what we’re doing and when.

Site boundary and location

LEADGATE

A692

Pont Lane

SITE BOUNDARY

Site history     
The Government’s Planning Inspector granted UK Coal planning permission  
for the Bradley site in 2015. Banks Mining carried out a number of assessments 
and studies of the site in 2017 and a decision was taken shortly afterwards for 
us to take the site forward. 

What’s involved?      
Around 500,000 tonnes of coal will be mined at the Bradley site over a 27 
month period. We will then have a further one year period to complete the   
site restoration. 

Traffic             
All operational site traffic will use the approved traffic management route. Now 
the road works are complete, there will be a maximum of 32 loaded lorries 
leaving the site on a daily basis. They will leave the site on the A692, then 
travel down the A693 and then on to the A1. All of the loaded coal lorries go 
through a wheel wash before leaving site and all coal HGVs are sheeted to keep 
the road network clean. Our in-house HGV fleet is driven by employees who are 
highly trained and professional. We’re committed to ensuring all our vehicles are 
maintained to the highest possible standard - continously improving our fleet. 
Recently we have purchased six new Volvo lorries which will be used to transport 
coal from the Bradley site.

To minimise distruption to the local community and those using the A692, as part 
of our road widening works we have completed an upgrade to the surface of a 
stretch of the road near the site entrance.

All of the conditions for the planning permission have been met and the project is now live. 
This is the first new mining site we have operated in Durham for over 20 years and we’re 
keen to show how we operate and work all of our sites safely, efficiently and responsibly 
through our development with care approach.

Loaded coal lorry preparing to leave a Banks site via wheelwashNew starter Stewart Thompson from Consett on site Christine Hogarth undertaking noise monitoring at a Banks site



Mythbusting: the truth 
about surface mining

Managing dust
Dust is effectively controlled through appropriate site 
design, site management and the use of measures such 
as water sprays and bowsers on hauls roads and the 
seeding of soil mounds. Banks is a recognised leader in 
the innovation of environmental controls. We have won a 
number of awards for our work on noise control and dust 
suppression from both the Coal Authority and the Noise 
Abatement Society.

Keeping the noise down
Before we work any site we carry out noise assessments to 
understand the current sound levels in the area. We agree noise 
limits at the nearest sensitive locations with the local council, 
which protects the amenity of local residents, and these are set 
in planning conditions. Monitoring is undertaken to ensure we are 
compliant with these. In a pioneering project, the first of its kind in 
the UK, we invested approximately £1 million in a programme to 
reduce noise from our fleet of mobile mining plant.

Mining is one of the oldest and most important contributors to modern society and is vital to development. 
We need to mine those minerals that we all depend on for our energy, electronics, industry, transportation, 
infrastructure, and other aspects of everyday life. Surface coal mining in the UK is highly regulated to protect 
employees and to ensure minimum environmental impact. The following information should dispel some of 
the myths and false claims about surface mining. 

14 www.banksgroup.co.uk/bradley   15

“Do we still need coal?”

There is still a large demand for coal in the UK. Not 
just for electricity generation until 2025 but many other 
uses in industry, manufacturing, food production, 
household coal and heritage railways. (See page 08)

SKYLARK (PAIRS)

2008 POPULATION 2015 POPULATION

LAPWINGS (PAIRS)

2008 POPULATION 2015 POPULATION

BAT SPECIES 2008 2015 POPULATION

BROWN HARE

2008 POPULATION 2015 POPULATION

None 
Recorded

Pre - working Site operational

CASE STUDY:   
Wildlife is thriving at 
Shotton Surface Mine
Managed correctly, surface mining provides opportunities 
to create new habitats for wildlife to thrive in - not just at 
the restoration stage, but while the site is in operation. 
Working with the local authority’s wildlife experts and their 
advisors we look to protect and enhance the local wildlife 
and biodiversity on all our sites. 

This can include sowing of wildflower seed mixes on 
the storage mounds, installing bat and bird boxes and 
planting of new trees and shrubs. Regular surveys are 
also undertaken to monitor wildlife populations. Our 
recent successes at Shotton Surface Mine are illustrated 
below.

“How many new  jobs 
would be created?”

We are currently recruiting for the 25 new jobs  
at the Bradley site. The first round of new starters 
have already started on site. (See page 07)

“What effects will there   
be on local traffic?” 

There will be a maximum of 32 loaded coal lorries  
leaving the site each day. (See page 13)

“Does the site have    
planning permission?”

Planning permission was granted in June 2015, by the 
Government’s Planning Inspector. Coal will be mined for  
27 months and the site will be fully restored. (See page 12)

“How do you manage the  
environmental impacts?” 

A comprehensive environmental management plan 
(EMP) is prepared for all our surface mining sites, which 
sets out all of the environmental control measures 
which will minimise the potential environmental effects 
of the of the proposed mining operation. This includes 
the control and monitoring of noise, dust and vibration 
levels, controls on water discharges from the site, 
the appearance of the site at key views, and lorry 
movements. We have already set up a number of real 
time dust monitors around the site to help ensure dust 
is thoroughly monitored and controlled. There will be a 
maximum of two blasts per day on the site and regular 
noise monitoring will ensure that the residential amenity 
for local people will not be unduly disturbed. (See below 
and page 13)

“How will wildlife be affected?” 

We produce a site specific biodiversity action plan to 
help manage wildlife and habitats during the operation 
of our sites. The overall objective is to ensure that all 
of the identified priority species are maintained on or 
around the site throughout the operational phases of 
the development. It also ensures that suitable  
habitats are provided to enable important species 
to re-establish across the site in similar or greater 
numbers than were present before the site began.  
(See case study to the left)

The local lapwing population at Shotton  
has tripled since the site became operational

Water bowser sprays water to suppress dust on site
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If you have any questions about the Bradley 
project or would like find out how to apply for 
funding for local community projects, please 
get in touch using the details below:

Get in touch

Lewis Stokes, Banks Mining
Inkerman House, St John’s Road, 
Meadowfield, Durham  DH7 8XL

bradley@banksgroup.co.uk

0191 378 6100  or  0844 209 1515*

www.banksgroup.co.uk/bradley

@The_Banks_Group  

www.youtube.com/TheBanksGroup

*Calls to 0844 numbers are charged at local rate   
from a BT landline, charges from other providers   
and mobile networks may vary. 


