
We would like to keep you 
up to date and informed 
with the progress we’re 

making on our Bradley site

We’re nearly one year into the project and have achieved an incredible 

amount already. Find out more in this newsletter about the Bradley Surface 

Mine community fund and the projects it’s already supported, about the 

people working on site and importantly about the environmental and 

ecological improvements we’ve done already and will also provide in   

the new nature reserve.

Keeping you informed

FIND OUT MORE: www.banksgroup.co.uk/bradley   •   GET INVOLVED: see back page for our contact details

Bradley Surface Mine
Community Update

Members of the Bradley team on site 
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OUR TRACK RECORD 
IN COUNTY DURHAM:

32 sites 
WORKED & RESTORED

Our track record 

We are a family company that 
takes pride in the work we do and 

the legacy we leave behind. We are 
proud that we have operated 114 
sites since the business started in 

1976. Every surface mine we have 
worked has been fully restored with 

many winning awards.

Our 40 years experience in the industry and our 
development with care approach sets us apart from other 
developers. We have a long and proud reputation of 
working our surface mines to the highest environmental 
standards, restoring thousands of acres of land which have  
benefited the surrounding communities in the process 
and delivering on the promises made to communities 
neighbouring our surface mines.

We’ve restored a wide range of sites providing diverse 
wildlife habitats, community parks, fishing ponds, nature 
reserves and many more interesting landscapes. Several of 
our restored sites across the North East have won awards, 
including Oakenshaw Community Wildlife Reserve (pictured 
below). 

We constructed the multi award winning ‘Lady of the North’ 
(pictured opposite) and this was only made possible by 
surface mining. Since opening in September 2012, 90,000 
people visit Northumberlandia every year and she brings 
thousands of pounds to the local economy as a result.

Development with care is at the heart of our way of 

working. Respect and consideration for your environment, your 

community and our customers, employees and suppliers are at 

the centre of everything we do. We pride ourselves on working 

with local communities to deliver high quality developments   

and create benefits for those living closest to our projects. 

Banks Mining is part of the Banks 
Group. We have been designing, 
developing and operating surface mines, 
many of which have been in the North 
East, for over 40 years. We’re also part of 
the internationally recognised Better Coal 
initiative and have a proud track record of 
restoring every site we have ever worked.   

In case we haven’t met
The Banks Group has a diverse range of projects 
and operations. Our onshore wind farms generate 
clean, renewable energy to the National Grid and our 
property business develops land for new homes and 
businesses. Our mining projects provide high quality 
UK coal to support British industry and infrastructure.

We are committed to mining coal in the most safe, 
efficient and responsible way possible, helping to 
ensure that the country has sufficient fuel to meet its 
growing energy and industry needs.

We currently operate three surface mines in North 
East England at Bradley, Brenkley Lane and Shotton. 
The majority of our 300 employees live within the 
region, with most being employed within the mining 
division.

With our headquarters located in Meadowfield, on 
the outskirts of Durham City, we currently employ 
around 125 people from across County Durham 
with over 50 employees living in the North West 
Durham constituency.
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YOUR PERSONAL CONTACT

Lewis is your community relations manager for 
the Bradley Surface Mine and is the first point of 
contact for the local community and members 
of the general public. He’s keen to know your 
community better and find out how you think it 
could benefit from the project. 

If you would like to ask any questions and share 
your views, you can contact Lewis using the details 
below or on the back cover of this newsletter.

CALL: 0191 378 6100  or  0844 209 1515*

EMAIL: bradley@banksgroup.co.uk 

He’d love to hear from you.

Lewis 
Stokes 

COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS 
MANAGER

Family walk at the Oakenshaw Community Wildlife Reserve

“Northumberlandia demonstrates 
what can be achieved when the private 
sector works together with local tourism 
organisations and the community, and 
the delivery of this innovative rural 
tourism attraction in the North East  
is a vision to behold.”  
JAMES BERRESFORD CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF VISITENGLAND



Five local lads from the Consett 
area of County Durham have 
taken their first steps onto the 
career ladder after being chosen 
by Banks Mining for plant operator 
apprenticeships at its Bradley 
surface mine.

Creating careers for local people
Liam Smith, Damon Henderson, Graeme Stott, Tommy Mayman 
and Graeme Buckley have all started twelve-month training 
programmes at the site. The five new recruits, who all live in and 
around Consett, are now receiving direct training and mentoring 
from experienced members of the Banks Mining team. They will 
work across a number of different roles during their apprenticeships 
to develop a range of workplace skills and experience of operating 
earth moving plant. 41 jobs are now being directly supported at the 
Bradley site, alongside others in the local supply chain, and our next 
wave of apprentices are set to start in their new roles in the near 
future. We are extremely proud to hear that Greame Stott has been 
nominated for the Apprentice of the Year Award. We wish him luck 
and hope he receives the recognition he rightly deserves.
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Bradley: what’s 
in it for you 

£1.5M
SPENT WITH LOCAL   
SUPPLIERS TO DATE

10,500
NEW TRESS TO BE PLANTED 
(3,500 HAVE ALREADY BEEN 
PLANTED TO DATE)

41
JOBS CURRENTLY   
ON SITE

21ha
FOR NATURE RESERVE

50%
OF BRADLEY STAFF LIVE 
WITHIN 5 MILES OF THE 
SITE

£50K 
COMMUNITY FUND 
SPECIFICALLY FOR THE 
BRADLEY COMMUNITIES

Stewart Thompson, from Consett, working on site

Developing our    
existing talent 
We have chosen a County Durham-based training 
provider to help further enhance the workplace skills of 
the plant operations team at Bradley. Mick Gray, who 
runs SIM Academy, is working with team members as 
they progress towards a total of 19 Level 2 NVQs in 
Mobile Plant Operations.

The nationally-recognised qualification covers a wide 
range of the plant equipment used at the Bradley site, 
including excavators, dozers, shovels, dump trucks 
and graders, and combines observations of practical 
work with one-to-one instruction on areas such as 
site safety procedures, small maintenance tasks and 
standard operational procedures.

Training workshop on site

L-R: Liam Smith, Damon Henderson, Graeme Stott, Tommy Mayman and Graeme Buckley



We believe that your community 
should benefit from our presence  
in the area. 

As well as new jobs and support for 
local businesses this includes giving 
access to the Banks Community Fund. 

The Bradley Surface Mine fund is 
there to support your local community 
projects to leave a positive legacy for 
decades to come.

The Banks 
Community Fund
Community organisations and voluntary groups 
close to a proposed or operational Banks site 
are eligible to apply for a grant from the Banks 
Community Fund. Since the fund was set up we 
have awarded over £4 million in grants which 
have benefited over 100,000 people. 

Examples of grants that could be eligible 
include play park equipment to provide safe 
spaces for young children, new furniture for 
a community centre to make local centres 
more accessible or even training equipment 
for a sports club to encourage more people 
to participate in sport. In May 2019, Leadgate 
Cricket Club received a grant to help fund 
new practice facilities in their recent  £120,000 
facilities refurbishment.

The Bradley project will provide around  
£50,000 which can be used to support 
community groups and projects in the area 
whilst prioritising applications from Leadgate,  
Dipton and Medomsley.

If you have a project in mind,  
please get in touch to tell us about it.
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Supporting your  
local economy

The value of contracts 
commissioned by Banks Mining 
from local companies for equipment 
and services at Bradley Surface 
Mine  has passed the £1.5m mark.

Contractor spend since preparatory work at Bradley 
started early last year has found that more than 95% 
has so far gone to businesses and service providers 
based in North East England, with the closest 
suppliers being based in Consett. The contracts range 
across every aspect of the site’s development and 
operation, including communications technologies, 
power generation, equipment supply, IT infrastructure, 
construction services, landscaping and safety 
equipment. 

The Chester-Le-Street depot of generator hire business 
John F Hunt Power, which employs 16 people, has 
been awarded a multi-year contract to provide power 
to the Bradley site’s office accommodation and wheel 
wash facility, and provided a bespoke solution for the 
project which is significantly reducing fuel usage on 
site. Graham Allen, regional sales manager at John F 
Hunt Power, says:    

“Having this sort of long-term contract with 

a local employer gives us a useful degree of 

certainty about how we can plan our business 

operations, and if any issues arise, we’re just 

down the road and can be on site very quickly 

to put things right.”

Graham Allen from John F Hunt Power with Lewis Stokes

Connecting to
and supporting 
your community
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Official opening ceremony for Leadgate Cricket Club’s new practice nets

Community archaeology days held at Bradley Surface Mine, September 2018

Collierley primary school enhances outside 
learning environment thanks to The Banks 
Group materials donation, December 2018
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The need for coal    
and the environmental 
case for mining it in the UK
In 2018 the total UK demand for coal was 
almost 12 million tonnes. Half of that coal 
was used in various industries such as 
cement and steel manufacture as well as 
heat generation and domestic sectors. 

Bradley Surface Mine is helping deliver 
high quality coal products to UK industry, 
while avoiding the greenhouses gas 
emissions that would be generated if   
we imported coal from other parts of   
the world.

Coal is a key raw material to important sectors 
such as steel and cement production and to 
sectors that need cost effective, easy to handle 
and high energy fuel sources such as domestic 
heating, food production, and heritage railways. 
It provides materials needed to build our future 
hospitals, schools and homes. 

This need will continue into the future and without 
a secure domestic resource these sectors and 
businesses will need to look abroad to source  
this essential mineral. 

By using our own coal reserves, additional CO2 
created through the transportation of imported 
coal can be avoided. In this respect, Bradley 
Surface Mine is part of the most sustainable  
way of meeting the UK industrial sector’s 
continuing need for coal.

Where does the UK’s coal come from?
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4,119 miles
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4,947 miles

381 miles

Reducing the UK’s carbon footprint
The remaining coal (234,572 tonnes) from Bradley Surface Mine can be mined, transported and the site restored for 
less greenhouse gas emissions than just the transportation alone of 234,572 tonnes of coal from Russia or Australia. 
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Emissions from transporting 234,572t 
of coal to destination customers

Emissions from all other operations for mining 
234,572t of coal (including restoration)
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Coal is essential in the steel manufacturing process



What we create

Archaeology
An extensive programme of archaeological investigation  
was carried out in spring 2018 considering features including 
early modern mining remains, farmsteads, an 18th century 
waggonway and 19th colliery reservoir. 

A watching brief of the first year of operations has also been 
undertaken which has involved site visits to observe old 
mine workings and artefacts recovered. A copy of the  
archaeological report is available upon request.

Moving forwards
A potential opportunity to extract additional coal from an area
to the west of the Bradley site, towards the Jolly Drovers  
A692 / Pont Lane roundabout, has been identified. 
Early assessment work has been undertaken and on-site  
assessment will be undertaken in the coming weeks to  
confirm the suitability of the site. 

The additional extraction area would benefit from using 
the existing site access point, compound area and other 
infrastructure. It could be fully worked and restored within  
the same time frame as the current site whilst delivering 
additional restoration and community benefits. A further 
newsletter providing information on the Bradley West  
extension will be distributed in the coming weeks. 

In consultation with members of the Bradley Liaison 
Committee, we agreed and finalised the Restoration Plan for 
our Bradley project and it will deliver a wide range of habitat 
across the 71 ha site. Key elements include the planting of 9ha 
of new woodland (which began in March), 13ha of species rich 
grassland and hay meadow, 4ha of acidic grassland, hedgerow 
planting and 21ha will be gifted to a local wildlife conservation 
body following restoration of the site. As part of the benefits 
of the Bradley site, the area of woodland to the north west of 
the site will also be managed for the purpose of regeneration 
of native species for 15 years. The restoration plan includes 
additional recreational routes including a path marking the  
route of the Western Way.

Ecological enhancement
In Autumn 2018, 15 mature holly trees were identified and 
translocated (see above) to the Bilingside Ponds area and will 
be supplemented by new hedgerow planting in due course. 

The site has continued to be well used by wildlife during the 
operational phase and ecological surveys continue. We’ve 
also installed 30 new bat boxes and 24 new bird boxes.

We have begun tree planting on site. 3,500 trees have been 
planted this year with a total of 10,500 planned to be in place 
by the time the site is fully restored. Planted species include 
oak, birch, rowan, alder hazel, cherry and others.

Now that we’ve finished working in the first part of the site – we’ve already 
began the restoration and landscaping of it. We’ve included a wide range of 
environmental and ecological enhancements across and around the site already.

Tree planting on siteBird boxes installed to encourage wildlife Holly trees translocated and showing new growth
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PROGRESS PLAN - JUNE 2019
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If you have any questions about the Bradley 
project or would like find out how to apply for 
funding for local community projects, please 
get in touch using the details below:

Get in touch

Lewis Stokes, Banks Mining
Inkerman House, St John’s Road, 
Meadowfield, Durham  DH7 8XL

bradley@banksgroup.co.uk

0191 378 6100  or  0844 209 1515*

www.banksgroup.co.uk/bradley

@The_Banks_Group  

www.youtube.com/TheBanksGroup

*Calls to 0844 numbers are charged at local rate   
from a BT landline, charges from other providers   
and mobile networks may vary. 


