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Banks Mining is applying for planning 
permission to extract up to 90,000 
tonnes of coal and 20,000 tonnes of 
fireclay from land to the south-west 
of Bradley Surface Mine. 

Using the established site 
infrastructure at Bradley, the 18.5 
hectare Bradley West extension can 
be worked quickly and efficiently.  

Bradley West provides the opportunity to maximise the 
extraction of exceptional quality mineral resources. The high 
quality coal will supply UK industrial users including steel 
and coal manufacturers. Coal is an essential constituent in 
these processes and using UK coal reduces the use of coal 
imports. The proposals also include the recovery of fireclay 
with the coal, which will be supplied to a local brickworks to 
make bricks for local house building.

Two separate planning applications are being submitted 
to enable the proposed development. The first seeks 
permission to work the extension area. A second application 
seeks permission to vary the existing Bradley planning 
permission, to reflect minor changes required to enable 
operation of the extension area in the most efficient manner. 
This document provides a summary of the Environmental 
Statement (ES) that has been prepared to support both 
planning applications.   

Introduction
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SITE LOCATION

Stewart Thompson (plant operator) from Consett



Bradley Surface Mine is located on land to the north of the A692 
between Leadgate and Dipton, approximately 3 km east of Consett, 
County Durham. Since commencing operations in May 2018, the site 
continues to progress and drive local investment. We’ve also started 
to restore a large part of the site as well. 

Bradley site update

Banks Mining
Banks Mining is part of the 
Banks Group. We are a family 
company that takes pride in the 
work we do and the legacy we 
leave behind. We are proud that 
we have successfully operated 
114 sites since the business 
started in 1976. 

The Banks Group is an established north east family owned business 
with a diverse range of projects and operations. Banks develops and 
supplies energy and raw materials for the UK from surface coal mines 
and onshore wind farms as well as developing and reclaiming land for 
commercial and residential property development.

The Banks Group has over 360 employees, the majority of whom  
work within the mining business. We are committed to mining in the 
most sustainable way possible, helping to ensure that the country  
has the raw materials needed by the cement and steel industries. 

Banks Mining currently operates three surface mines in North East 
England at Bradley, Brenkley Lane and Shotton. The majority of the 
group’s employees live within the region, making it one of the larger 
private sector employers in the area.

Our development with care approach ensures that our developments 
have a positive, long term effect on the environment and the local 
communities that we work within. Development with care also 
ensures that we conduct our activities in a responsible manner with 
consideration for the environment, for local communities in which we 
operate and for our customers, employees and suppliers. 

Banks Mining constructed the multi award winning ‘Lady of the North’ 
(pictured above). Since opening in September 2012, 90,000 people 
have visited Northumberlandia every year and she brings thousands   
of pounds to the local economy as a result.

Northumberlandia, near Cramlington
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6
APPRENTICES TRAINING 
ON SITE 

36
JOBS CURRENTLY   
ON SITE

30
BAT BOXES INSTALLED

24
BIRD BOXES INSTALLED

50%
OF BRADLEY STAFF LIVE 
WITHIN 10 MILES OF THE 
SITE

3,500
TREES PLANTED - WITH A 
TOTAL OF 10,500 DUE TO BE 
PLANTED BY THE END OF 
RESTORATION

40
LOCAL BUSINESSES   
SUPPORTED TO DATE

216,000
TONNES OF HIGH QUALITY 
COAL RECOVERED TO DATE

£3.5M
INVESTMENT INTO THE 
LOCAL ECONOMY TO DATE

14
SITE EMPLOYEES WORKING  
TOWARDS NEW NVQ   
QUALIFICATIONS



Bradley apprentices L-R: Liam Smith, Damon Henderson, Graeme Stott, Tommy Mayman and Graeme Buckley

Bradley West provides the opportunity 
to recover minerals of national and local 
importance. The exceptional quality coal 
will be used to supply UK industrial users. 
Base industries such as steel and cement 
manufacture have a vital role to play in the 
UK meeting its housing and infrastructure 
growth ambitions. 

High quality coal is an essential raw 
material in these processes, and mining 
coal in the UK reduces the amount of coal 
we need to import from abroad. Bradley 
West also offers the opportunity to recover 
fireclay with the coal to supply local brick 
making.

Minerals of exceptional quality 
Laboratory analysis of coal samples taken from the 
Bradley West site has confirmed that the target seams 
typically contain very high volatile grade coal, of the type 
ideally suited for use in steel manufacture. Of the coal 
currently being produced at Bradley Surface Mine, 80% 
is being supplied for steel manufacture and 20% for other 
industrial uses (including cement manufacture, large scale 
industrial warehouses and paper mills), demonstrating its 
national importance as a mineral resource. The fireclay 
has been tested and proven to be suitable for high quality 
brick making. 

Balance of payments   
Through the displacing of imported coal and bricks,  
there would be a beneficial impact upon the UK’s balance 
of payments, ensuring the money spent in the country 
stays within the country. 

Why Bradley West?

Skilled jobs      
Bradley Surface Mine currently provides 36 full time 
jobs on site, over half of whom live with 10 miles of 
the site including Dipton and Leadgate. The site also 
directly supports the employment of transport staff, 
with 5 HGV drivers based full time at Bradley and 
further drivers working between sites, and staff at 
the Banks Group head office in Meadowfield, near 
Durham. 

Gaining consent for the Bradley West extension will 
enable more skilled site jobs to be sustained for a 
longer period of time as well as continuing support 
for the Banks Mining business and all its local 
employees.

Apprenticeships and training  
Banks Mining places great importance on training 
and investment in its staff and employs over 200 
skilled operators across its sites in the north east. The 
company has developed its own training programme 
and has a dedicated full time heavy plant trainer and 
assessor. Six apprentices have been taken on at 
Bradley since the commencement of operations. 14 
employees to date have also been supported to work 
towards NVQ qualifications.

The opportunity to achieve transferable qualifications 
assists the local community by improving job 
prospects and employability in the long term, 
providing lasting and tangible social benefits. The 
Bradley West extension will sustain the delivery of 
further local training.  

Investment in Durham    
and the North East Region  
The significant local economic benefits generated 
by surface mining can be demonstrated by the 
existing Bradley site. To date, over £3.5 million has 
been invested in the economy and 40 local suppliers, 
contractor and consultancy business have been 
supported. Mining coal in the North East ensures 
these local economic benefits are captured rather 
than being realised elsewhere.  

The application for Bradley West also includes the 
extraction up to 20,000 tonnes of fireclay to supply 
County Durham based brickworks. This will be 
a significant additional source of local economic 
investment.

Supporting local communities   
To date, the Bradley Surface Mine Community 
Fund has supported projects including Medomsley 
Methodist Church Hall, Medomsley Cricket Club, 
Dipton War Memorial Group and Dipton Community 
Association. As part of the Bradley West proposals, 
the community fund would be increased from around 
£53,000 to £100,000 to support local projects, 
community groups and voluntary organisation, 
delivering lasting community benefits.  

Supporting the North East   
economy and local communities
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Maintaining a reliable, secure  
supply of coal and fireclay  
Relying on coal and bricks supplied from imports  
leaves UK industries exposed to rapid fluctuations in 
the availability of supply and costs. Indigenous coal and 
fireclay supply is one of the most reliable sources of raw 
materials used by UK industries. 

The coal and fireclay supplied from Bradley West 
would reduce the exposure that UK industries and their 
customers in the wider construction and house building 
industry have to the variances in supply and possible 
resultant increases in costs. (see more overleaf)

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
By using our own coal and fireclay reserves, additional 
greenhouse gas emissions created through the 
transportation of imported coal and bricks would be 
avoided. The main alternative supplier countries for coal 
include Russia, Australia and the USA. In this respect, the 
Bradley West proposals are part of the most sustainable 
way of meeting the UK industrial sectors’ continuing need 
for coal and fireclay as raw materials.

Avoiding exporting environmental 
and social effects of extraction 
The UK benefits from one of the strictest mining 
development and permitting regimes in the world. 
Separate approvals and notifications need to be gained 
from bodies such as the local planning authority, the 
Environment Agency, Natural England, the Coal Authority, 
and the Health and Safety Executive before a site can 
start.

With a heavy reliance on imported coal the UK is not in 
a position to take responsible actions to ensure that the 
coal it uses has been sourced in an ethically, socially  
and environmentally sound manner.



The need for coal
In 2018 the UK demand for coal for 
industrial uses was 5.2 million tonnes. 
Bradley West will deliver high quality coal 
products to UK industry. 

The coal will be used in concrete and steel 
manufacture and heat generation, as well 
as industrial and domestic sectors. 

Coal is a key raw material to important sectors 
such as steel and cement production and to 
sectors that need cost effective, easy to handle 
and high energy fuel sources such as domestic 
heating, food production, and heritage railways. 
It provides materials needed to build our future 
hospitals, schools and homes. 

This need will continue into the future and without 
a secure domestic resource these sectors and 
businesses will need to look abroad to source  
this essential mineral. 

Maintaining a high quality, reliable and secure supply of coal

Where does the UK’s coal come from?

• The coal we need can be 
sourced from the UK or it 
can be sourced from abroad.  
Imports are being used to meet 
the UK’s demand with some 
80% of coals imported in 2018, 
increasingly from Russia and 
the USA.

• Producing the 90,000 tonnes 
of coal from Bradley West not 
only ensures that jobs and 
value are retained in Durham, 
but also reduces the carbon 
footprint and environmental 
impact of coal due to higher UK 
operating standards and shorter 
transportation distances.

• The coal in the north-west 
Durham coalfield is of 
exceptional quality and can be 
used across a broad range of 
industries. 100% of the coal 
currently being produced at 
Bradley Surface Mine is being 
used to supply UK industries, 
primarily for steel manufacture. 
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To construct the new HS2 rail line, an estimated 2,000,000 tonnes of steel will be needed*.

To produce that amount of steel, 1.6 million tonnes of coal would be needed.

YOU CAN’T MAKE 
STEEL WITHOUT COAL
Coal is an essential mineral in steel production, 
being a key element in the chemical reaction (known 
as reducting) and as a heat source for the furnaces. 
 

SOURCE: *www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-08/5783

Manufacturing steel
Coal is an essential mineral in steel production, 
being a key element in the chemical reaction 
(known as reduction) and as a heat source  
for the furnaces.
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The UK Government has a target of building 250,000 new homes every year.
3,750,000 tonnes of concrete would be needed for the foundations       
of these new homes, requiring 125,000 tonnes of coal annually. 

It is estimated 3,000,000 tonnes of concrete will be needed to 
construct the Hinkley Point C Nuclear Power Plant near Bridgewater.
100,000 tonnes of coal would be requiried to produce that concrete. 
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Cement and concrete
Coal is needed to generate heat for the production 
of cement. Cement is essential to produce concrete. 
No school, house, road, bridge or hospital can be 
built without concrete.
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Reducing the UK’s carbon footprint
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13,375 miles

4,720 miles

4,119 miles

6,380 miles

4,947 miles

381 miles

234,572 tonnes of coal from Bradley Surface Mine can be mined, transported and the site restored for less 
greenhouse gas emissions than just the transportation alone of 234,572 tonnes of coal from Russia or Australia. 

19,180

16,808

10,583

0 tCO2 e 10,000 tCO2e 20,000 tCO2e

Bradley
Durham, UK

Kuzbass, RUSSIA
(via Murmansk)

Ravesworth,
AUSTRALIA

5,904

Emissions from transporting 234,572t 
of coal to destination customers

Emissions from all other operations for mining 
234,572t of coal (including restoration)

16,587
TOTAL EMISSIONS

(TRANSPORT EMISSIONS ONLY)

(TRANSPORT EMISSIONS ONLY)

(ALL OTHER EMISSIONS)



BRADLEY WEST RED LINE BOUNDARY AREA:   
18.5 hectares (45.7 acres)

BRADLEY WEST OPERATIONAL AREA:    
11 hectares

MINERALS:       
90,000 tonnes of fireclay and 20,000 tonnes of coal

DURATION:       
11 months “green to green” (from initial soil removal to 
replacement). All restoration complete by Aug 2021 in line 
with existing Bradley site. 

HGV MOVEMENTS:      
No increase in current Bradley HGV limits    
(maximum 48 vehicles leaving the site per weekday)

HGV ROUTING:      
All HGVs will follow the current Bradley haulage route (A693 
to the A1(M) at Chester-le-Street)

EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE USED:   
Highways access point, compound area, stocking area and 
water treatment lagoons. No requirement for an overburden 
storage mound in the extension area. 

GIFTED LAND UPON RESTORATION:   
8 hectares in addition to 21 hectares on main Bradley site

COMMUNITY FUND: Increased to £100,000 to support 
local projects, community groups and voluntary 
organisations. 

Key project figures

Activity 

Site operations

Coal haulage hours

Mon to Fri 

7am to 7pm 

7am to 6pm

Sat

7am to 12pm

7am to 12pm

Sun

None

None

Working hours

Maintenance 6.30am to 7pm 7am to 4pm None
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By using the established Bradley site infrastructure 
including the highways access point, compound area and 
water treatment lagoons, Bradley West can be worked 
as efficiently as possible and with minimal additional 
environmental effects. The site will be worked and fully 
restored by August 2021, the same end date as currently 
permitted for the main Bradley site. 

The Restoration Plan for Bradley West has been designed 
to integrate with the existing Bradley Restoration Plan 
and provides significant additional habitat creation 
and amenity benefits. This includes new woodland 
planting and hedgerows, new footpaths and a heritage 
Interpretation Board. An 8 hectare area would be gifted to 
wildlife / conservation body upon restoration

Bradley West will be worked in accordance with 
operational and environmental controls in place at 
Bradley. The proposals will deliver significant social, 
environmental and economic benefits in addition to 
those being delivered by the existing site, maintain skilled 
jobs and drive further investment in the local economy, 
particularly by supplying local brick making. 

The proposed Bradley West  
extension area is located adjacent to 
the western boundary of Bradley. The 
18.5 ha site is bounded by the A692 
to the south, Pont Lane to the west 
and commercial woodland known as 
Billingside Plantation to the north. 

The site currently comprises pastoral 
fields and commercial woodland of 
varying structure. The topography 
slopes gently downhill to the north 
and west, with elevations between 
227 m and 259 m OD.  

AERIAL VIEW

How Bradley West will be worked 

Our proposals

Bradley West Application Boundary

Bradley 
undisturbed 

area

Bradley compound and 
coal stocking area

Bradley operational area B

LEADGATE



Bradley Area A
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How Bradley West will be worked 
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Our proposals

Initial site establishment works will include the 
erection of fencing, diversion of footpaths routes, 
and installation of ditches which will connect to  
the drainage network on the main Bradley site. 

Operations will commence with the stripping of topsoil and 
subsoil. Topsoil will be used to create a perimeter mound 

around Bradley West. This will be grass seeded and serve as 
a visual and acoustic screen. Subsoil will be stored in a mound 
on the main Bradley site. 

Extraction of minerals will then commence in the north west 
corner of the site. A small area of coal and fireclay will be 
removed from the north-west boundary along the edge of 
Billingside Plantation. This area will be backfilled to enable 

construction of an acoustic bund. 

Operations will then generally progress from the north east 
towards the south west. Overburden material extracted from 
above the coal and fireclay will be used to fill the working void 
at Area B of the Bradley main site. Whilst Bradley West is being 
worked, Area B will be progressively restored to level and the 
soils replaced. Extraction at Bradley West will last approximately 

seven months. At the end of this, overburden from the existing 
overburden storage mound on the main Bradley site will 
be used to restore the area to level. The subsoil and topsoil 
mounds will then be dismantled and soils replaced and seeded.   

The Bradley West extension will be worked and fully restored by 
August 2021, the same end date as currently permitted for the 
main Bradley site. 

Working 
programme 2018 / 19 2019 / 20 2020 / 21 2021 / 22

Overburden excavation

Soil removal

Coaling

Fencing

Wildlife surveys

Replace overburden

Replace soils

Site clearance

Bradley Area B
Bradley West

PHASING PLAN - 28 MONTHS PHASING PLAN - 36 MONTHS



Restoration
The aim of the restoration strategy at Bradley West is to provide net environmental 
gains across a range of interests. From the commencement, with the establishment of 
improved public access and the creation of new woodland and species rich grassland, 
the aim is to improve the green infrastructure running around and through the site.

Bradley West will include 8 hectares of Gifted Land in addition to 21 hectares on the 
main Bradley site. This will be gifted to a wildlife/conservation body upon restoration, 
guaranteeing long term benefits for wildlife and the community. Bradley West will deliver 
new footpaths, improving access to the newly restored areas of the Pont Valley and a 
new interpretation board will be installed to aid local understanding of historic assets  
and local mining history.

The restoration plan for Bradley West has been designed to 
integrate with the existing Bradley Restoration Plan and provides 
significant additional habitat creation, landscape, amenity and 
heritage benefits. 

This includes new woodland edge planting, creation of new 
species rich grassland, enhancement of hedgerows and creation 
of new field ponds and wetland areas to increase biodiversity. 
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Agricultural 
pasture (hectares)

Hedgerows (km)

Others - grasslands 
and scrub (hectares)

10.39

0.523

1.13

Agricultural 
pasture (hectares)

Hedgerows (km)

Retained and enhanced
species-rich grassland

(hectares)

8.96

1.3

1.39

Restoration plan

Plantation broadleaved
woodland (hectares) 6.43 New and retained 

woodland (hectares)
7.4 

(4.27 retained)

Marshy grassland - 
ecologically important 

(hectares)
0.55 Proposed marshy grassland

(hectares) 0.75

Pond (hectares) 0 Proposed field pond
(hectares) 0.04

EXISTING SITE RESTORATION

Footpaths - permissive 
and statutory (km) 0.39 Footpaths - permissive 

and statutory (km) 1.1



Restoration
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AERIAL VIEW OF RESTORATION

Leadgate Bradley Hall

Agriculture

New woodland 
edge planting

Marsh habitat 
and pods

New woodland 
planting linking to 
existing woodland

Existing woodland 
- retained

Restored area of 
former subsidence

Acid 
grassland

Permanent 
pasture

New hedgerows and hedgerow trees reflecting 
existing and/or historic field patterns

Species rich 
grassland

New woodland 
planting linking to 
existing woodland

This Aerial View of the restored areas of the existing Bradley site 
and the Bradley West extension illustrates the landscape scale 
habitat improvements that will be delivered by the schemes.

Woodland cover in particular will be increased significantly 
(illustrated in a darker shade of green), with new planting 
designed to have a softer, scalloped edge than the current 
commercial woodland blocks, providing landscape benefits 
and a greater diversity of woodland edge habitats for wildlife. 

A range of valuable grassland and hedgerow habitats will 
be created alongside the restoration of areas to agriculture, 
which will retain and improve the character of the landscape 
in the long term.



Environmental controls
Banks is a recognised leader in the 
innovation of environmental controls. 
We have won a number of awards 
for our work on noise control and 
dust suppression from both the Coal 
Authority and the Noise Abatement 
Society.
We have also adopted an environmental policy which we 
apply to all our sites to ensure high standards of working 
at all times. Environmental monitoring and regular audits 
ensure that these standards are maintained. The approved 
Noise, Dust and Blast Vibration Monitoring Schemes 

in place for Bradley Surface Mine have been revised to 
incorporate the Bradley West extension area. These set 
out a range of environmental control measures which 
will minimise the potential environmental effects of the 
proposed mine operation. Banks Mining also has prepared 
an Environmental Management Plan which sets out wider 
controls relating to the site, including water management, 
the appearance of the site at key views, and HGV 
movements. 

To confirm our commitment to 
these standards, all environmental 
monitoring results are presented 
to the site liaison committee and 
the local authority. The local 
community are also invited to 
take part in audits.

Environmental impact 
assessment process
The proposals requires to be 
assessed under the Town and 
Country Planning (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2017 due to the nature and size   
of the development. 
EIA is a process designed to protect the environment 
by ensuring that any significant effects that may arise 
from a development are identified, assessed, and taken 
into account by the Minerals Planning Authority, in this 
instance Durham County Council. The process identifies 
if any measures are required to mitigate environmental 
effects. The results of the full EIA are presented in an 
Environmental Statement (ES). This document provides  
a summary of the ES in non-technical language. 

THE FOLLOWING MATTERS HAVE BEEN  
ASSESSED AS PART OF THE ES:

• Air quality

• Archaeology

• Biodiversity

• Blast vibration

• Hydrology and hydrogeology

• Geotechnical assessment 

• Greenhouse gases

• Landscape and visual impact assessment

• Mine gas

• Noise

• Soils and land quality

Haul roads are sprayed with water to control dust
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Jill Lomax (senior planner) overseeing Holly translocation on the Bradley site

HGVs leave the site via wheel wash



Archaeology     
The assessment identified a number of designated and non-
designated heritage assets within and outside the Bradley West 
site boundary including the course of the South Medomsley 
Branch Railway, Western Way Waggonway and Redhill Common 
Quarry. Archaeological assessment has been undertaken in 
accordance with a scope of works agreed with the council 
Archaeology Officer including desk-based assessment, 
geotechnical assessment and field evaluation. A programme 
of archaeological recording and dissemination of results is 
recommended to mitigate the impact of the scheme. A Written 
Scheme of Investigation (WSI) will be agreed with the council 
Archaeology Officer to guide this. 

Mitigation works will preserve archaeological remains within the 
site by record, and increase understanding of the heritage in the 
area. Subject to this there will be no significant residual effect on 
the archaeological resource. Upon restoration an Interpretation 
Board will be installed to aid the understanding of historic assets 
and local mining history, complementing two Interpretation 
Boards already proposed to be delivered on the main Bradley 
site. The assessment concludes there will be no impact on the 
setting or significance of designated heritage assets as a result 
of the proposed development.   

Environmental assessment
This section summarises the results of the environmental assessment that 
has been undertaken as part of the EIA. Each assessment considers both the 
working of Bradley West and the remainder of operations at the existing Bradley 
site, incorporating the minor amendments required to enable the extension.  

Archaeological dig in progress

Regular noise monitoring

Noise    
A Noise Assessment has been undertaken 
to evaluate potential noise considering seven 
existing sensitive receptors. This concludes that 
the operation of the Bradley West extension will 
not exceed noise limits. 

The predicted noise impact falls below the 
recommend limits outlined in Planning Practice 
Guidance. 

The approved Noise Monitoring Scheme 
for Bradley has been revised to include the 
extension area, which will be operated to the 
same controls and best practice measures. 

Air quality    
A detailed air quality assessment of the 
proposed operations has been carried out, 
which concludes that working the surface 
mine will not result in significant environmental  
effects at existing sensitive receptors or 
cause exceedance of the national air quality 
objectives. The predicted air quality effects  
were found to fall significantly below the 
recommended limits outlined in National 
Planning Practice Guidance. No significant 
air quality effects associated with road traffic 
emissions on haulage routes away from 
Bradley West were found.

Hydrology and hydrogeology  
The extension will utilise the existing Bradley water treatment 
areas and discharge point for surface water, and comply with 
the terms and discharge rate of the existing Environment Agency 
discharge permit for the site, which fall well below greenfield 
run off rates. Upon restoration, greenfield run off rates will be 
re-established. An assessment of groundwater vulnerability 
has been carried out, informed by exploratory drilling and 
knowledge of the operational Bradley site. This concludes the 
risk of impacting mine water discharges is very low. The strict 
environmental controls in place at Bradley will continue to be 
implemented throughout the operation of the extension area.  

Water bowser

Geotechnical
A comprehensive understanding of the Bradley 
West site has been achieved following review of 
historic and recently drilled borehole information, 
and informed by knowledge of the geotechnical 
conditions on the operational Bradley site. 
Assessment demonstrates that the proposed 
development has been designed to the highest 
standards and can be operated without creating 
a significant environmental effect on land stability 
outside the site boundary.  

Mine gas     
A mine (or stythe) gas risk assessment has been 
undertaken alongside the geological and geotechnical 
appraisal of the Bradley West area. The assessment 
found that old workings may occur as per the main 
Bradley site. Any gas released from workings as 
they are encountered should safely dissipate into the 
atmosphere and not pose a risk to the general public. 

Air quality    
An assessment has been undertaken of the 
potential for dust and fine particulate matter 
impacts during mineral extraction and material 
handling. 

The proposed development will not result in 
significant environmental effects at sensitive 
receptors or cause exceedance of national air 
quality objectives. 

The approved Dust Action Plan for Bradley has 
been revised to include the extension area, 
which will be operated according to the same 
controls and best practice measures.
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Blasting vibration  
Some overburden material will need to be blasted 
in the Bradley West area as it is similar in nature 
to parts of Bradley where blasting is currently 
undertaken. 

A blast vibration assessment has been undertaken 
considering the nearest residential properties and 
premises. This demonstrates that vibration criterion 
of 6 mm/s peak particle velocity (PPV) for 95% of 
blasting of blasting events can be achieved at all 
sensitive locations around the site, in accordance 
with current planning guidance. 

Banks Mining has significant experience and 
knowledge of the factors that influence ground 
vibration and air overpressure caused by blasting. 

The approved Blast Vibration Monitoring Scheme 
for Bradley has been revised to include the 
extension area, which will be operated according 
to the same controls and best practice measures 
including monitoring of blast induced vibration at a 
number of locations around the site. 

Biodiversity and arboriculture             
A preliminary ecological appraisal and comprehensive 
series of protected species surveys have been 
undertaken. The proposals will not result in any 
residual effects on designated sites. Short to mid-term 
negative effects will result from the loss of ecologically 
important habitats during the operational period. 
Mitigation through design will avoid impacts, and 
operational impacts will be minimised through careful 
control of activities and industry best practice. 

The restoration scheme is predicted to provide 
significant net gains for biodiversity, particularly for 
broadleaved woodland, species rich grassland and 
native species rich hedgerows in the mid- to long 
term. Net gains for fauna are also predicted with the 
wider site having potential to support populations and 
assemblages of bats, birds and invertebrates of local 
importance. 

An Arboricultural Impact Assessment has been carried 
out recommending best practice measures in relation 
to protection measures for retained trees and new tree 
and hedgerow planting.

Soils and agriculture    
An assessment of soils and agricultural land 
has been undertaken for Bradley West. 

During the operational period there will be a 
temporary loss of moderate quality Grade 3b 
agricultural land and poor quality Grade 4 land. 

With appropriate site practices, restoration to 
Grade 3b and 4 respectively can be achieved.  
No Best and Most versatile land will be 
affected by the proposals. 

The approved Soils Handing and Management 
Manual for Bradley has been revised to include 
the extension area, which will be operated 
according to the same controls and best 
practice measures. Impacts on local farm 
businesses have also been assessed and are 
considered neutral. 

Environmental assessment

Lighting array example on site

Green house gases (GHG)  
An assessment of greenhouse gases has been 
undertaken considering the emission from mining 
and transporting of minerals from the remainder 
of operations at Bradley and the Bradley West 
extension. Direct GHG emissions are predicted to 
be 12,000 tonnes of CO2e (the standard unit for 
measuring GHG). This equates to 0.0035% of the 
UK’s total expected annual GHG emissions during 
this period.

The assessment also looked at the GHG emissions 
that would result if UK industrial customers had to 
source the coal produced at Bradley and Bradley 
West from abroad. Using coal mined in County 
Durham will result in 56 - 70% less CO2 emissions 
than coal from the most likely alternative sources of 
supply.

See page 09 for more information.
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Tree planting began on site the Bradley site in March 2019

Bird boxes already installed on the Bradley site to encourage wildlife



VIEW FROM: 
Jolly Drovers Roundabout / St Ives Road

Landscape and visual impact 
A landscape and visual impact assessment has been 
undertaken. The Bradley West proposals would involve a 
temporary change to the landscape. Upon restoration a more 
diverse landscape will be established comprising restored 
farmland and a mosaic of new habitats, including new 
roadside hedgerows, adding visual interest and providing 
a stronger more positive landscape character. Part of the 
site is designated as Area of High Landscape Value (AHLV), 
however due to the temporary nature of the operations there 
will be no long term adverse effects.

The visual effects of the scheme will be very limited and 
localised. Topsoil mounds would screen views into the 
working area during the operational period and no new 
overburden storage mound will be required in the extension 
area. The scheme would have a very limited effect on any 
view from properties or settlement. Footpaths would be 
temporarily closed during operations. Mature trees will be 
retained along the route of Footpath 28, helping mitigate 
visual effects and retain its amenity value once reopened. 

Overall, the assessment concludes that the proposed 
development will not result in any significant effects on 
landscape resources or amenity. 

Environmental assessment

EXISTING VIEW

PHOTOMONTAGE:
Bradley West 
mid excavation 

PHOTOMONTAGE: 
Restoration 
(15 years after 
planting) 
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VIEW FROM: 
Bradley Cottages / Pont Lane

EXISTING VIEWLandscape and visual impact

PHOTOMONTAGE:
Bradley West 
mid excavation 

PHOTOMONTAGE: 
Restoration 
(15 years after 
planting) 

Environmental assessment
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VIEW FROM: 
Pithouse Lane / Bradley Hall

EXISTING VIEWLandscape and visual impact

PHOTOMONTAGE:
Bradley West 
mid excavation 

PHOTOMONTAGE: 
Restoration 
(15 years after 
planting) 

Environmental assessment
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Conclusion
The Environmental Impact Assessment 
concludes that the Bradley West 
proposal can be worked alongside 
the remainder of operations at Bradley 
Surface Mine without any significant 
environmental effects provided the 
appropriate mitigation measures are 
implemented. 

The extension can be worked and fully restored in the 
same time frame as the currently approved site. The 
proposed development would maintain skilled jobs 
and investment in the local economy, and delivery 
significant environmental and social benefits.  

What happens next?    
Prior to making a decision on the planning application, 
Durham County Council will consult technical officers, 
statutory consultees, local stakeholders and the 
community. It is expected that the application will be 
considered at planning committee in spring 2020. 
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Fiona Storey, plant operator at Bradley Surface Mine
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Members of the public can view copies of 
the Non Technical Summary, Environmental 
Statement and associated documentation 
online on the Durham County Council 
website: 

www.durham.gov.uk/planning

This Non Technical Summary is also available to view/download from  

the Banks Mining website (www.banksgroup.co.uk/bradley).

Electronic copies of the entire set of documentation are available on DVD 

at a cost of £5 (including postage and packaging) from Banks Mining.

Printed copies of the Environmental Statement may be purchased at  

a cost of £50 (including postage and packaging) from Banks Mining. 

For further information about the Bradley West development please  

contact us on the details shown below.


