
 

 

 

BRADLEY SURFACE MINE 
LIAISON COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Held on Thursday 29 November 2018 at 6.30pm  

in Dipton Jubilee Centre.  

 

M I N U T E S 
  
PRESENT: Cllr Alan Shield (Chair) Durham County Council  
 Fr John Bagnall Brooms Church 

 Colin Bell Medomsley Residents Assoc. 
 Jim Donnelly Banks Group   
 Jamie Drysdale Banks Group 
 Steven Hanlon Banks Group 
 John Hayes Durham County Council (EHO)
 Emma Heenan Laura Pidcock MP Office 
 Andrew Heron Banks Group  
 Christine Hogarth Banks Group  
 Michael Jones Dipton Resident   
 Jill Lomax Banks Group 
 David Marrs Dipton Partnership 
 Paul McNally Leadgate Resident 
 Andy Plant Leadgate Partnership 
 Carol Rocke Resident    
 Lewis Stokes Banks Group 
 Brenda Surtees  Resident 
 Claire Teasdale Durham County Council Planning 
 Julia Triston Resident    
 Mike Tweddle Durham County Council 
 Insp Keith Wardle Police 
  
  
APOLOGIES: 

 Derek English Medomsley Ward Partnership 
 David Gribben Durham County Council (EHO) 
   

 ACTION / DATE 
  
1 Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 
1.1 The Minutes were a true and accurate record of the meeting.  

 
1.2 Matters Arising; 
 

AP1 – Complete. The location of the dust monitor at High 
Stables will remain in its current location. 
 
AP2 – Complete 
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AP3 – Complete 
 
AP4 – Complete 
 
AP5 – Complete 
 
AP6 – Complete 
 
AP7 – Complete 
 
AP8 – Complete 
 
AP9 – Complete 

 
2 Environmental Presentation 

 
2.1 C Hogarth delivered the environmental presentation. This 

can now be viewed at www.banksgroup.co.uk/bradley.  
 

2.2 Key points from the presentation include; 
 

 The site is working in accordance with the specified 
noise and dust limits and is fully compliant with all 
planning conditions.  Spikes in the readings from the 
dust monitoring kits relate to foggy conditions and the 
storm event on Sep 19.    

 

 All hourly triggers have been investigated and reported 
to Durham County Council. Three complaints had been 
received by Banks since the last meeting. 

 
2.3 A Shield commented that he had received an email on 28 

October stating the dust in the air had changed from brown 
to a black colour. This had been sent to various officers at 
Durham County Council (DCC). J Hayes and M Tweddle 
said that they have visited residents and investigated the 
various complaints relating to dust and found no evidence of 
dust problems. They also commented that they are satisfied 
with the approach Banks are taking in relation to dust and 
noise monitoring. J Donnelly added that black dust does not 
necessarily mean it is coal. 
 

2.4 J Triston asked how residents should collect dust samples if 
they are experiencing an issue. J Hayes advised residents 
should contact DCC and they will investigate. 

 
3 Site Update by Banks Mining Staff 

 
3.1 J Drysdale gave an update which would also be contained 

within the presentation available as a download from the 
Banks website. Key points include; 
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 41 people now employed on site. 21 of those live within 
0-5 miles from the site 
 

 All plant operators have been enrolled and 17 are now 
working towards NVQ Level II qualifications Four 
trainees enrolled on apprenticeships 

 

 Site working well and coal production on target 
 

 

 Construction of site office area nearing completion 
 

 Main lagoons on northern boundary complete 
 

 Coal cleaning and extraction currently in cuts 4 and 5 
from the  Fivequarter and Main seams 

 
3.2 D Marrs asked what the traffic lights were for earlier in the 

week. J Drysdale replied Northumbria Water Ltd were 
working on the road.  
 

3.3 S Hanlon gave an update on the traffic movements to and 
from Bradley. Key points include: 

 

 All site HGV movements comply with planning limits 
 

 58 being the maximum deliveries made on one day 
 

 Total HGV Movements (In & Out) 4912 (4446 - Coal & 
466 - Other) 

 

 Distance covered on approved route – 54,032 Miles 
 

 Coal exported – circa. 62,800 tonnes 
 

 No. of road traffic accidents – Zero 
 

 DVSA Enforcements – Zero 
 

 No of issues raised - Zero 
 
3.4 C Rocke asked if all of the coal was being transported to the 

same place. S Hanlon replied yes all on the approved route. 
J Donnelly added that the coal from Bradley is being used 
for steel production and electricity generation all within the 
UK. However some coal from other sites had been exported 
in the past. 
 

3.5 A Shield asked what contingencies are in place for bad 
weather. S Hanlon replied that if the wagons are still on site 
then they will not leave. If they are out on the roads and 
encounter bad weather, there are a number of other sites 
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and locations they are able to go to. Last year, operations 
were suspended for only three days due to the bad weather. 

 
4 Planning Update 

 
4.1 J Lomax confirmed that the site had hit the six monthly 

phase of operations which required several pieces of 
information to be submitted to DCC. These include 

 

 Evaluation of dust and noise monitoring schemes 
 

 Revised restoration plan and aftercare plan 
 

 Training and employment figures 
 

4.2 J Lomax added that the translocation of 15 holly trees had 
been carried out in October. These are now located near the 
Billingside pond area. Additional planting had also been 
carried out there. 
 

4.3 An application to amend the working method of part of the 
site had been submitted. This is to reduce the working area 
in the western side of the site by around six acres and also 
means that there is no longer a requirement to divert the 
existing watercourse. 

 
4.4 J Triston asked how the translocation of the holly trees went. 

J Lomax replied that the actual translocation went well 
however the trees will be monitored over the coming weeks 
and months. Additional gap filling will also take place at the 
appropriate time.  

 
4.5 C Teasdale said that M Tweddle was regularly monitoring 

the site. Four programmed visits have taken place to date 
and another four will take place before the end of March 
2019.  

 
4.6 An update was given about independent noise monitoring 

that had been carried out at High Stables. On one occasion, 
a level of 52.7db had been recorded. M Tweddle had 
queried this with Banks and was satisfied with the response. 
Overall, the site is operating well within the agreed limits at 
High Stables. The other locations will also be monitored in 
due course but High Stables was highlighted as a priority 
and perhaps the most sensitive which is why that was done 
first. Findings of all of the DCC monitoring is available within 
the site reports.   

 
4.7 C Rocke asked about the site break over Christmas. J 

Donnelly replied that the site operations shut down 21 Dec 
– 7 Jan. S Hanlon added that some coal could be dispatched 
from 2 January. E Heenan asked if the employees get paid 
over the Christmas break to which J Donnelly replied yes. 
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5 Policing Issues 

 
5.1 Insp Keith Wardle commented that there had been no further 

policing issues (connected to the site or transport) to report 
since the last meeting. 
 

5.2 C Rocke asked why the police attended the Bradley liaison 
committee meetings. K Wardle replied that the police are 
heavily involved in many parts of the community and attend 
lots of other meetings in addition to the Bradley one. A Shield 
added that members felt it important to have the police 
attend the meetings. 

 
6 Restoration Plan  

 
6.1 J Lomax advised the committee that a meeting specifically 

about the restoration plan had been held in October with 
residents, officers and Banks staff in attendance. The 
original UK Coal restoration plan had been approved but 
there was also a requirement for Banks to submit a plan 
within six months of work commencing. This had now been 
submitted and DCC are to determine it. The revised plan 
was not significantly different from the original but included: 

 

 Consolidated agricultural areas 
 

 Improved woodland areas 
 

 15 year aftercare period for gifted areas 
 

 5 year aftercare period for other land 
 

6.2 J Lomax added that the agreed plan will be circulated when 
approved. C Teasdale added that comments had been 
sought from external consultees including Natural England 
and the Environment Agency.  
 

6.3 J Lomax also said that the gifted land has two vehicular 
access tracks contained within it.  

 
6.4 Site interpretation boards will be installed at a later date. L 

Stokes added that the community will be able to have an 
input as to the location and content of the boards and this 
can be agreed closer to the time of installation. 

 
6.5 A question was asked about which body would be taking 

over the gifted land area. J Lomax replied that conversations 
were being held with two organisations however they are at 
an incredibly early stage as this does not need to be agreed 
for some time. Information will be circulated once an 
agreement is in place.  
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6.6 D Marrs thanked J Lomax for the meeting about the 
restoration but raised a concern about the creation of the 
rights of way across the site. This connects to the logging 
path but does not have a formal right. C Teasdale added that 
the public Rights of Way (PRoW) officer at DCC will be 
engaged with as part of the planning application. J Lomax & 
C Teasdale agreed to speak with the PRoW officer to 
discuss this issue and agree a solution. AP1 – C Teasdale  

     & J Lomax 
6.7 M Tweddle commented that as part of his role, he is 

responsible for checking the restoration plan including top-
soils and sub-soils. 

 
6.8 C Rocke asked how residents could comment on the 

restoration plans. C Teasdale replied that the original 
planning application included the restoration plan which was 
when residents could formally comment on it. J Lomax 
advised that the meeting held was an opportunity for 
interested parties to have an input into the plan too. L Stokes 
added that should residents have any comments on the 
plans them they could send them to him and he would raise 
them with the team. 

 
7 Bradley Surface Mine Community Fund 

 
7.1 L Stokes confirmed that the draft fund guidelines had been 

sent to all committee members. D Marrs commented that he 
felt High Stables residents should have a representative on 
the funding committee which would take the maximum 
number of people to nine. The committee agreed to this and 
the fund guidelines will be amended. C Rocke said she 
would speak with the other residents and would notify L 
Stokes by Friday 7 December who this representative would 
be. AP2 - C Rocke 
 

7.2 The funding committee members are as follows: 
 

 Alan Shield – DCC Leadgate & Medomsley Division 
 

 Ivan Jewell – DCC Burnopfield & Dipton Division 
 

 David Marrs – Dipton 
 

 Andy plant – Leadgate 
 

 Colin Bell – Medomsley 
 

 Lewis Stokes – Banks Group 
 

 High Stables – TBC 
 

 Fr John Bagnall – Independent 
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 Consett Police – Independent  
 

7.3 J Lomax raised two points in relation to the wording of the 
S106 agreement and how the funding should be spent and 
also distributed. The committee agreed that the fund 
guidelines adequately address the two points. 
 

7.4 L Stokes proposed that once the representative from High 
Stables had been confirmed, a meeting should be held 
before the end of December to formally adopt the fund 
guidelines, agree the roles of the funding committee and the 
fund would then be open to applications. 
 

7.5 D Marrs asked who would be appointed as Secretary, Chair 
& Vice Chair. L Stokes replied that these roles would be 
agreed at the meeting. 

 
7.6 D Marrs said that it was disappointing that the fund would 

only be paid in arrears and that this would put some groups 
off from applying if they could not afford to pay for items in 
advance. L Stokes replied that the fund could be used to pay 
contractors and suppliers direct removing this barrier for 
applicants. L Stokes to amend the guidelines to reflect this. AP3 – L Stokes 

 
8 Views of Local Residents 

 
8.1 C Rocke said that the signage along the perimeter footpaths 

needs replacing. J Lomax replied that new signs are to be 
installed. 
 

8.2 C Rocke asked if the blasting timetable had changed. J 
Donnelly said that testing would be done in January / 
February and then blasting would take place next year as 
previously discussed. L Stokes added that he would notify 
the liaison committee members and also residents of the 
closest properties when this would take place. The formal 
notification process of the blasting timetable would also be 
agreed with the liaison committee. 

 
8.3 J Triston asked about the area highlighted for special 

flowers. J Lomax replied that the botanically rich soils would 
be conserved separately to be used in the restoration.  

 
8.4 C Rocke asked what time the work starts on site as lighting 

does come on much earlier than the 7am. J Drysdale replied 
that work on site starts at 7am but the lighting does come on 
earlier for the fitting staff. 

 
8.5 C Rocke asked if there are any plans to extend the site. A 

Shield replied that the planning permission only allows for 
the site as it currently stands and any further mining would 
require a planning application. 
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8.6 C Rocke asked if there are any dust slides installed to 
monitor dust leaving the eastern part of the site. JO Hayes 
replied that slides are installed and DCC are satisfied with 
the location. 

 
8.7 C Rocke asked if the baffle banks were to 3m or 5m.  A 

Heron answered that some bunds were 3m and some are 
5m and all in accordance with the planning permission. 

 
8.8 C Rocke asked why the site is quieter on Saturday and is 

this because more people are at home on Saturday and this 
would result in more complaints about noise. J Drysdale 
commented that less staff are on site. 

 
8.9 J Triston said that some industrial litter had been blown from 

the site and asked that Banks make sure they are keeping 
the area tidy. J Donnelly advised the committee that he had 
carried out a site inspection today and found the site was 
clean and tidy and saw no litter at all. 

 
8.10 Fr J Bagnall commented that Banks contact him every week 

to find out details of services etc and he found this works 
well. 

 
8.11 J Hayes commented that from an environmental health 

perspective, investigations have been carried out about 
noise and dust and although the site was audible at times, 
at no point had they found this to be a statutory nuisance. 
They are happy with Banks’ approach to both dust and noise 
mitigation and monitoring.  
 

9 Any Other Business 
 
9.1 C Rocke asked that if we did experience a bad winter, would 

Banks use their plant and equipment to clear the snow from 
the road at High Stables. J Donnelly said that it would be 
difficult as most of the plant on site cannot be taken on the 
road. 

 
10 Date & Time of Next Meeting 

 
The next meeting will be held on Monday 25 February 2019 at 
6.30pm in Leadgate Methodist Chapel. A Shield to book the room. 
Food will be provided. AP4 – A Shield 
 

  
Minuted by Lewis Stokes 
29 November 2018 
 
Prepared by Clare Tindle 
5 December 2018 


