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We would like to keep you up to date 
and informed with the progress we’re 

making on our Bradley site. Details 
are also included for our proposals 

for an additional area of coaling that 
we’re calling Bradley West. 

We’ve been on site for a year and a half now and we  
want to show you how the site has changed and let  
you know which areas have been restored as well as  
the other environmental and ecological improvements  
that have been delivered.

You can also find out about the Bradley Surface Mine 
community fund and how you could benefit. You’ll be  
able to hear about the people working on site and   
what it’s like to be working on our Bradley site.

Keeping you informed

FIND OUT MORE: www.banksgroup.co.uk/bradley  •  GET INVOLVED: see back page for our contact details

Bradley Surface Mine
Community Update

Five new apprentices joined the Bradley site earlier this year L-R: Liam Smith, 
Damon Henderson, Graeme Stott, Tommy Mayman and Graeme Buckley

TO SUPPORT THIS PROJECT CLICK ON THE BUTTON AT:www.banksgroup.co.uk/bradley
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6
APPRENTICES TRAINING 
ON SITE 

36
JOBS CURRENTLY   
ON SITE

30
BAT BOXES INSTALLED

24
BIRD BOXES INSTALLED

50%
OF BRADLEY STAFF LIVE 
WITHIN 10 MILES OF THE 
SITE

3,500
TREES PLANTED - WITH A 
TOTAL OF 10,500 DUE TO BE 
PLANTED BY THE END OF 
RESTORATION

40
LOCAL BUSINESSES   
SUPPORTED TO DATE

216,000
TONNES OF HIGH QUALITY 
COAL RECOVERED TO DATE

£3.5M
INVESTMENT INTO THE 
LOCAL ECONOMY TO DATE
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14
SITE EMPLOYEES WORKING  
TOWARDS NEW NVQ   
QUALIFICATIONS

The need for coal    
and the environmental 
case for mining it in the UK

Mine coal locally and reduce the UK’s carbon footprint?

13,375 miles

4,720 miles

4,119 miles

6,380 miles

4,947 miles

381 miles

The coal from Bradley Surface Mine can be mined, transported and the site restored for less greenhouse gas emissions 
than just the transportation alone of the same amount of coal from Russia or Australia. 

19,180

16,808

0 tCO2 e 10,000 tCO2e 20,000 tCO2e

5,904

Emissions from transporting 234,572t 
of coal to destination customers

Emissions from all other operations for mining 
234,572t of coal (including restoration)

16,587
TOTAL EMISSIONS

What do we use coal for in the UK?

STEEL 
MANUFACTURING

DOMESTIC & 
PATENT FUELS

VEHICLES 
(INC. HERITAGE 

RAILWAYS)

PAPER 
MILLS

FOOD
PRODUCTION

ELECTRICITY 
GENERATION

OTHER - INC. 
HORTICULTURE, 
CROP DRYING 
& GROWING 

BRICK & CEMENT
MANUFACTURING

3.1M 2.1M 6.7M

In 2018, UK coal demand was 11.9 million tonnes. UK Industry uses around 5.2 million tonnes of coal every year.

SOURCE: DUKES Report Annual Data & Energy Trends - March 2019

(TRANSPORT EMISSIONS ONLY)

(TRANSPORT EMISSIONS ONLY)

(ALL OTHER EMISSIONS)

This need will continue beyond 2025 and without a secure domestic 
resource these sectors and businesses are needing to import this essential 
mineral from abroad. 90% of the coal from Bradley West will be used to 
produce steel in the UK. By using our own coal reserves, additional CO2 
created through the transportation of imported coal can be avoided. In 
this respect, Bradley Surface Mine (and Bradley West) is part of the most 
sustainable way of meeting the UK industrial sector’s continuing need for 
coal and avoids ‘off shoring’ the UK’s carbon responsibilities.

90%
OF THE COAL FROM 
BRADLEY WEST WILL BE 
USED TO PRODUCE STEEL 
IN THE UK - REDUCING THE 
NEED TO IMPORT IT FROM 
OTHER COUNTRIES.

Coal is a key raw material to 
important sectors like steel and 
cement production. It provides  
the materials needed to build our  
hospitals, schools and homes.

Project update
The Bradley site continues to progress and drive local investment. 
We’ve also started to restore a large part of the site as well.

Tree planting began on site in March 2019

THE FIGURES BELOW SHOW THE GREEN HOUSE   

GAS EMISSIONS FOR 234,572 TONNES OF COAL 

HOW FAR DOES THE UK’S IMPORTED COAL HAVE TO TRAVEL?



Key facts and benefits
• No time changes - Bradley West would be fully worked and restored 

within the same time frame as the Bradley site (August 2021) due to the 
Bradley project being ahead of programme 

• Additional 90,000 tonnes of high quality coal - to supply UK industries 
including steel and cement manufacture. Coal is an essential constituent  
in these processes 

• Using UK coal reduces the use of coal imported from abroad  

• 20,000 tonnes of high quality fireclay - to supply local brickworks and 
help meet UK housing demand

• Maintain skilled, well paid jobs and investment in the local economy

• Increased Community Benefits Fund from ca. £52,000 to £100,000 
(see page 07 for more information)

• Increased area of landscaping - including new woodland edge planting, 
creation of new species rich grassland, enhancement of hedgerows and 
creation of new field ponds and wetland areas to increase biodiversity.  

• Additional 9 hectares of gifted land - guaranteeing long term benefits 
for wildlife and the community 

• New footpaths - improving access to the restored areas of the Pont 
Valley from Leadgate. 

Bradley West 

Landscaping     
A landscaping plan for Bradley was agreed in consultation with 
members of the Bradley Liaison Committee and it will deliver 
a wide range of habitats across the 71 hectares site. Key 
elements include the planting of 9 hectares of new woodland 
(which began in March 2019), 13 hectares of species rich 
grassland and hay meadow, 4 hectares of acidic grassland, 
hedgerow planting and 21 hectares will be gifted to a local 
wildlife conservation body following restoration of the site.

As part of the benefits of the Bradley site, the area of 
woodland to the north west of the site will also be managed 
for the purpose of regeneration of native species for 15 years. 
The plan includes additional recreational routes including a 
path marking the route of the Western Way.

Habitat creation   
In Autumn 2018, 15 mature holly trees were identified 
and translocated to the Bilingside Ponds area and will be 
supplemented by new hedgerow planting. We have begun tree 
planting on site. 3,500 trees have been planted this year with 
a total of 10,500 planned to be in place by the time the site is 
fully restored. Planted species include oak, birch, rowan, alder 
hazel, cherry and others. The site has continued to be well 
used by wildlife during the operational phase and ecological 
surveys continue. We’ve also installed 30 new bat boxes and 
24 new bird boxes.

We have identified an opportunity to recover additional, high quality coal from the area of land to 
the south-west of the Bradley site. Using the established site infrastructure, Bradley West can 
be worked quickly, efficiently and with minimal impacts all by the agreed August 2021 date. 

Artist’s impression of what the restored site will look like (includes Bradley West)

PROPOSED BRADLEY 
WEST EXTENSION & 
SITE PROGRESS

LEADGATE

A69
2

Pont Lane

Site boundary

Undisturbed area

Advanced 
tree planting
(3,500 to date)

Top soil mounds

Water lagoons

Site compound

BRADLEY AREA B
Current coaling area

PROPOSED
BRADLEY WEST

Working area

Restoration 
underway

Subsoil mounds

Billingside Ponds

DIRECTION
OF 

WORKING
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Fiona Storey, plant operator at Bradley Surface Mine

Undisturbed area

Undisturbed area

Bradley West 
extended 
boundary

DIRECTION
OF 

WORKING

Enhancing nature
Now that we’ve finished working the first part of the Bradley site ahead of time – we’re 
well on the way with the restoration and landscaping of it. We’ve included a wide range 
of environmental and ecological enhancements across and around the site already.

Members of the Bradley team on site 

30
BAT BOXES 

INSTALLED

24
BIRD BOXES 

INSTALLED

3,500
NEW TREES  

PLANTED ALREADY



We believe our projects should 
support the local community.   
As well as new jobs and support  
for local businesses this includes 
giving access to the Banks 
Community Fund. 

The Bradley Surface Coal Mine 
Community Fund is there to  
support your local community 
projects to leave a positive   
legacy for decades to come.

Official opening ceremony for Leadgate 
Cricket Club’s new practice nets

Community organisations and voluntary groups close to a 
proposed or operational Banks site are eligible to apply for a 
grant from the Banks Community Fund. Since the fund was 
set up we have awarded over £4 million in grants which have 
benefited over 100,000 people.  

We’re thrilled that we’ve already distributed over £10,000 
in your community with the benefiting projects/organisations 
including:

• Dipton War Memorial Group

• Leadgate Cricket Club

• Medomsley Cricket Club

• Medomsley Methodist Church

Bradley West could see the community benefits fund for the 
site increased to £100,000 if it was approved. Bradley West 
will also maintain skilled jobs and further boost investment in 
the local economy.

Connecting with 
your community

Collierley primary school enhances 
outside learning environment thanks 
to our materials donation

Supporting Medolmsley Church

Rest of UK
£2,977,733

25%

Central Belt  
Scotland
£619,811 

6%

Midlands
£1,553,106

13%

52%
North East
£6,171,460

4%
Spent 

overseas
£452,383

BRENKLEY LANE AND 
SHOTTON SURFACE MINES

BANKS MINING % OF TOTAL  
SPEND BY LOCATION (2018)
(£11,774,494)

BRADLEY 
SURFACE 
MINE

The value of contracts  
commissioned by Banks Mining   
from local companies for equipment 
and services at Bradley Surface   
Mine has passed £3.5m.
Contractor spend since preparatory work at Bradley 
started early last year has found that more than 90% 
has so far gone to businesses and service providers 
based in North East England, with the closest 
suppliers being based in Consett. The contracts range 
across every aspect of the site’s development and 
operation, including communications technologies, 
power generation, equipment supply, IT infrastructure, 
construction services, landscaping and safety 
equipment. 

In March 2019, we also made a six-figure equipment 
investment by acquiring a PC3000-6 excavator from 
Komatsu - who have a base in Birtley, Chester-le-Street. 
As part of the package Komatsu recruited a locallly 
based service engineer who is permanently based on 
the Bradley site to ensure the excavator is kept working 
for the maximum time possible. 

Robbie Bentham, Banks Mining plant director, said:

“We’re living up to our promise to provide local 

employment, contract opportunities and revenues 

for community improvements through the Bradley 

site, as well as contributing positively to the UK’s 

balance of payments.”

Robbie Bentham
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161
EMPLOYEES IN THE 

NE POSTCODE

130
EMPLOYEES IN THE 

DH/DL POSTCODES

12 
EMPLOYEES IN THE 
SR POSTCODE

17 
EMPLOYEES IN THE 
TS POSTCODE

Alnwick

Newcastle

Durham

Bradley
Sunderland

Middlesbrough

22 
EMPLOYEES OUTSIDE 
THE NORTH EAST

Supporting your 
local economy

A huge part of development with care is that 
we provide local benefits wherever possible, 
employing local people and appointing local 
contractors and labour a major consideration 
when awarding contracts across our projects.

THE BANKS GROUP IS A PROUD, 
REGIONAL EMPLOYER. BELOW 
IS A MAP SHOWING WHERE OUR 
EXISTING EMPLOYEES LIVE

£100K
COULD BE AVAILABLE 

TO YOUR COMMUNITY 

IF BRADLEY WEST GAINS 

PLANNING APPROVAL

 

Apply now
Funding is available right now  
for community groups, sport clubs 
and other local organisations 
in the Leadgate, Dipton and 
Medomsley area. 

Please contact Lewis using the 
details on the back page to find 
out how to apply for a grant and  
to see if your project is eligible.



YOUR PERSONAL CONTACT

Lewis is your community relations manager for the Bradley Surface 
Mine and is the first point of contact for the local community and 
members of the general public. He’s keen to know your community 
better and find out how you think it could benefit from the project.   
If you would like to ask any questions and share your views,   
you can contact Lewis using the details below:

 bradley@banksgroup.co.uk

 0191 378 6100

 www.banksgroup.co.uk/bradley

 Lewis Stokes, Banks Mining, Inkerman House,   

St John’s Road, Meadowfield, Durham  DH7 8XL

Lewis Stokes 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS MANAGER

Banks Mining is part of the 
Banks Group. We have been 
designing, developing and 
operating surface mines, 
many of which have been in 
the North East, for over 40 
years. We’re also part of the 
internationally recognised 
Better Coal initiative and 
have a proud track record of 
restoring every site we have 
ever worked.   

Development with care is at the heart of   

our way of working. Respect and consideration 

for your environment, your community and our 

customers, employees and suppliers are at the 

centre of everything we do. We pride ourselves 

on working with local communities to deliver 

high quality developments and create benefits 

for those living closest to our projects. 

In case we haven’t met

HJB/40071/32.  Published October 2019.  Printed on paper from sustainable sources.  © The Banks Group Ltd 2019.  All rights reserved.

This publication includes mapping data licenced from Ordnance Survey ®. © Crown copyright 2019. Licence number: AL100017630

YOUR VOICE - Bradley Liaison Committee 
The Bradley Liaison Committee is a forum to ensure information  
on all aspects of the Bradley project is shared between the local 
community and ourselves. It enables members to ask direct questions 
or request information that can be passed back to others living in the 
area. Members of the committee are able to pass on your questions 
and comments about the project. Representatives on the committee  
include local residents, representatives from local associations/
partnerships, officers from Durham County Council and the police.

The first meeting was held in Dipton Jubilee Centre in February  
2018 and are held regularly throughout the year. Minutes are  

available to view at www.banksgroup.co.uk/bradley

Oakenshaw Wildlife Reserve created by Banks Stewart Thompson (plant operator) from Consett Jill Lomax (senior planner) overseeing Holly translocation


