
Energy for everyone’s benefit
100m to tip turbines at West Durham Wind Farm

Birneyknowe
Wind Farm Proposal

FIND OUT MORE: www.banksgroup.co.uk/birneyknowe  •  GET INVOLVED: see back page for our contact details

We have been talking to local people and listening to how they 
would like to see the wind farm community funding package benefit 
their community. 

The recurring theme from talking to local residents, community 
groups and business has been a lack of employment opportunities 
for local people and expensive household energy bills. 

We have listened to your feedback and designed the community 
benefit package which you can read more about on the next page.

The community benefits package could also help with a wide range 
of other projects and we’re keen to hear your suggestions.

If approved, the Birneyknowe 
Wind Farm will contribute 
significantly to your local 

community economically, 
socially and environmentally.
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Where we are now
We are now preparing a      

planning application for a fifteen 
turbine scheme to be submitted 

to the Scottish Government’s 
Energy Consents Unit in Spring 
2014. The application will also 

be formally considered by                      
Scottish Borders Council.
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Key facts

Number of turbines: 15

Dimensions of turbines:     
Maximum height of 132m to blade tip

Lifespan:      
25 years in operation

Potential amount of energy generated:   
Installed capacity of up to 60MW. 

Key benefits over project lifetime

How could your community funding package be spent?

COMMUNITY ENERGY
CONTRIBUTION SCHEME
• We are proposing to set up a local scheme  
 whereby households and businesses within  
 approximately 4km of the wind farm 
 development can register their interest and  
 benefit from reduced electricity bills, which has  
 been highlighted as an important issue in your  
 community.  
• An annual payment would be paid for the wind  
 farm’s lifetime, made to individual properties  
 and households in order to subsidise electricity  
 bills.  
• Payments would commence 
 once the wind farm is operational.

LEARNING, WORKING, EARNING
• Your community has told us that tackling unemployment is an important issue to   
 be addressed.
• In response to this, we have devised the Learning, Working, Earning initiative which  
 we would introduce funded by revenue from the wind farm.  
• Individual grants would be available of up to £5,000.
• Local employers could use the grant to fund apprenticeships and work-based learning.
• Local people could use the grant to subsidise such things as transport, childcare,  
 PPE and training.

OTHER INITIATIVES COULD INCLUDE:
• Energy efficiency improvements to local buildings
• Wildlife and habitat improvements
• Assistance for faith groups and projects
• Improving community amenities

Up to 
30%

Up to £300,000 COMMUNITY FUND p.a.

Up to 
70%

Reaping the benefits

*Figures based on average figures detailed in RenewablesUK’s publication Onshore Wind Direct & Wider Economic Impacts (May 2012). 
†Figures are for the Birneyknowe site based on calculations using the Scottish Government’s carbon calculator, using a capacity factor of 32%.

£54m
Total value of
construction

£15.6m*
Possible regional
contracts

£7.5m
Total community
benefit fund

85,800† 
Tonnes of cardon 
dioxide saved 
each year

Habitat 
Management Plan
to enhance habitats 
in and around 
the wind 
farm site

39,800† 
Households 
provided 
with green 
electricity 
annually

ALL IMAGES: 100m to tip turbines at West Durham Wind Farm

Community Energy Contribution Scheme area

PROPERTIES WITHIN 2KM OF THE WIND FARM

Will be eligible for £300 per annum

PROPERTIES WITHIN 4KM OF THE WIND FARM

Will be eligible for £150 per annum
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In case we 
haven’t met yet

Banks Renewables is part 
of the Banks Group and 

provides renewable energy 
solutions that help meet 

our society’s demand for 
energy in a sustainable 

and considerate way.

Development with care is at the heart of our way of working, 
and it’s proven in every one of our projects by actions, more so 
than words. Respect and consideration for your environment, 
your community and our customers, employees and suppliers 
are at the centre of everything we do.

You may already have met Siobhan Samson, your 
community engagement coordinator for the Birneyknowe 
project. Siobhan is always keen to hear how you’d like 
your local area to benefit – environmentally, socially and 
economically – from our projects. 

If you would like to ask any questions and share your views, 
you can write to or e-mail Siobhan at the address below.

We’d love to hear from you.

birneyknowe@banksgroup.co.uk

www.banksgroup.co.uk/birneyknowe

@The_Banks_Group  

www.youtube.com/TheBanksGroup

*Calls to 0844 numbers are charged at local rate from a BT landline, charges from other providers and mobile networks may vary.

Investing locally
• Concrete producers

• Reinforced steel manufacturers

• Local stone quarry companies

• Consumable retailers

• Accommodation

• Construction companies 

 (for the compound building)

• Catering

• Cleaning 

• Waste solutions

If Birneyknowe is given 
consent the range of 
services that will be 

needed locally will 
include: 

Banks Renewables

2nd Floor, Block C, Brandon Gate,

Leechlee, Hamilton, Lanarkshire  ML3 6AU

0191 378 6100  or  0844 209 1515*


