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1 Introduction 

  This document describes the results of a programme of bird surveys carried out to 

inform the Highthorn surface mine development from September 2012 to December 

2014.  The surveys were undertaken to assess avian usage of the site and surrounding 

habitats, including coastal habitats of the southern part of Druridge Bay.   It is 

designed to form a technical appendix to the Environmental Statement, helping to 

inform the ecological impact assessment, site Environmental Management Plan, and 

restoration plan. 

 Details of methodology are provided, including times of surveys, weather conditions 

and tides.  Survey results are illustrated as a series of maps, charts and tables, and 

summarised in the text. Ornithological interest features are identified and their 

importance evaluated.  Predicted impacts of the proposed surface mine are 

considered in the Ecology section of the Environmental Statement, together with 

mitigation and enhancement measures. 

 The assessment makes use of a range of other bird data.  Survey work was carried out 

by the same project team on the southern section of Druridge Bay, Northumberland, 

from September 2012 to August 2013, in order to inform the Hemscott Hill sand 

extraction Review of Minerals Planning Consent. These data have been incorporated 

where relevant with the permission of the client, Mr. W. Bell.  Other data were 

sourced from the BTO Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS); Northumberland and Tyneside 

Bird Club (NTBC); Environmental Records Information Centre (ERIC (NE); and 

Northumberland Wildlife Trust.  These comprised: 

 Five-year summary data obtained from the Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) for the 

northern and southern sectors of Druridge Bay; 

 Atlas data, comprising presence or absence in tetrad (2x2 km) grid-squares 

obtained from Northumberland and Tyneside Bird Club (NTBC); 

 Protected and priority species records obtained from the north-east 

Environmental Records Information Centre (ERIC (NE);  and 

 Information on birds of Local Wildlife Sites obtained from Northumberland 

Wildlife Trust. 
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Nomenclature 

 British (English) vernacular names are used in the report, with scientific names given 

at first usage and in appended lists.  Nomenclature and taxonomic order follows the 

24 February 2015 version of the British Ornithologist’s Union British List.  

Acknowledgements 

 Wetland bird count data were supplied by the Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS), a 

partnership between the British Trust for Ornithology, the Royal Society for the 

Protection of Birds and the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (the latter on behalf 

of the Council for Nature Conservation and the Countryside, Natural Resources 

Wales, Natural England and Scottish Natural Heritage) in association with the 

Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust. 
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2 Scope and methodology 

2.1 Survey scope 

 The scope of survey was derived from an initial walkover survey of the site and 

adjoining coastal habitats to the north and south, carried out in September 2012.  A 

data search was carried out at this time to identify statutory designated sites in the 

vicinity of the development, and to assess biological records, including bird records. 

 Initial consultations were carried out with Natural England, Northumberland County 

Council and Northumberland and Tyneside Bird Club.  These helped to identify key 

issues and helped inform the scope of works carried out; for example, Natural 

England noted coastal surveys would be valuable. 

 The following surveys have been undertaken: 

 Wintering bird surveys (October 2012 – March 2013; October 2013 – March 

2014 and Oct – Dec 2014); 

 Dawn and dusk vantage point (VP) surveys (October 2012 – March 2013; 

October 2013 – March 2014 and Oct – December 2014); 

 Drive-around surveys (October 2012 – March 2013; October 2013 – March 

2014 and Oct – Dec 2014); 

 Coastal bird survey (October 2013 – March 2014, with data used from a 

separate 2012-13 survey); 

 Breeding bird surveys (April – June 2014); 

 Barn owl survey (June 2014); and 

 Other Schedule 1 breeding bird surveys (April – September 2014). 

 The results of the barn owl survey and details of other Schedule 1 breeding birds are 

reported in a separate confidential appendix. 

2.2 Survey methodology 

Wintering bird surveys 

 Winter bird surveys followed British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) Winter Farmland Bird 

Survey methodology, and involved plotting observations and flight direction of 

species on an OS base plan using standard BTO species and activity codes. The spatial 

extent of surveys is shown in the shaded areas on Figures 2.1 and 2.2 below.  It 

encompassed coastal dune and dune grassland habitats, and extended to farmland 
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habitats in the Chibburn / High Chibburn area to the north of the proposed surface 

mine.  Each agricultural field and section of sand dunes within the survey area was 

given a unique ID for the purposes of the survey and subsequent data analysis (see 

Figure 2.1 below), and observations allocated to the field, or to adjoining plantations. 

Field numbers are also referred to in the results section below.  Note that birds 

adjoining and nearby fields were also recorded, with these fields also numbered. 

Flight records were noted on a printed copy of the 1:10000 OS base plan.  

 Figure 2.1: Winter bird survey field numbers 
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 Initial surveys were undertaken from October 2012 – March 2013, and data 

incorporated into later surveys undertaken in the same period of the 2013-14 winter, 

and from October – December 2014.  Surveys from January – December 2014 

included land in the south-west of the site, broadly including all land to the west of 

Highthorn Farm.  Data from dune surveys undertaken in 2012-13 for another project 

have also been incorporated into the analyses. 

 Dates and weather conditions during wintering bird surveys are tabulated below: 

 Table 2.1: Wintering bird survey dates and weather conditions  

Date Time Temp. 
(0C) 

Weather conditions Tides 
(m) 

Sunrise - 
sunset 

09/10/12 0830 – 
1230 
 

11 
(max) 

Sunny, bright, cold at first. Visibility good, CC 
0/8.  Wind NW, F2 

HT 0926 
(3.9) 
LT 1530 
(2.4) 

0726 – 
1820 

13/11/12 0830 - 
1330 

12 Dry, occasional sun, visibility good, CC 7/8.  
Wind SW, F3-4. 

LT 0815 
(0.8) 
HT 1425 
(5.3) 

0737 –  
1604 

04/12/12 0825 – 
1300 

2 – 
4 

Initially fair, CC 1/8, high, light winds; by 
afternoon light rain, CC 8/8, wind E, F4 

HT 0624 
(4.5) 
LT 1215 
(1.8) 

0814 – 
1539 

16/01/13 0820 – 
1330 

-3 – 
0 

Dry, very good visibility, sun then high cloud; 
2/8 – 8/8; light SW wind; light snow cover 

HT 0616 
(4.9) 
LT 1217 
(1.3) 

0822 – 
1610 

19/02/13 0815 – 
1200 

-1 Dry, good visibility, CC 0/8; wind E, F1 HT 0945 
(3.9) 
LT 1545 
(2.3) 

0719 – 
1721 

19/03/13 0815 – 
1200 

2  Overcast, light drizzle, fair visibility, CC 8/8. 
Wind E, F4; high water levels 

LT 1137 
(1.1) 
HT 1735 
(5.3) 

0823 – 
1609 

23/10/13 0834 – 
1430 

13  Heavy rain before survey then persistent 
drizzle, becoming dry and sunny after 1045. 
Moderate – good visibility, CC 8/8 – 4/8.  
Wind S, F1-2 – SW, F4. 

HT 0621 
(4.8) 
LT 1226 
(1.4) 

0758 – 
1742 

19/11/13 0758 – 
1310 

-2 - 5 Sunny at first, snow shower for ca. 20 mins 
then fair and sunny again with light snow 
cover. Excellent visibility, fair in snow. CC 1/8 
– 8/8. Wind NW, F1 – F3. 

LT 0956 
(1.2) 
HT 1602 
(5.0) 

0752 – 
1549 

12/12/13 0815 –  
1400 

10 - 11 Dry and cloudy, good visibility, CC 7/8 – 6/8. 
Wind W, F2 – SW, F2. 

HT 1125 
(4.4) 
LT 1733 
(1.9) 

0830 – 
1530 

09/01/14 0820 – 
1445 

4 - 7 Dry and cloudy, good visibility, CC 8/8 – 6/8. 
Wind SW, F1-2 – SW, F2. 

HT 0935 
(4.3) 
LT 1538 
(2.0) 

0830 – 
1558 

17/02/14 
(SW area) 

0748 – 
1330 

2 - 7 Sunny start with high cloud, becoming more 
overcast; dry.  CC3/8 – 8/8, wind W F2 – SW, 
F3. 

LT 1035 
(1.1) 
HT 1640 
(5.0) 

0728 – 
1712 
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Date Time Temp. 
(0C) 

Weather conditions Tides 
(m) 

Sunrise - 
sunset 

19/02/14 0735 – 
1225 

6  Overcast, previously rain overnight and fog in 
wider area, although clear on site with 
moderate visibility.  CC8/8, wind W F1. 

LT 1138 
(1.2) 
HT 1745 
(4.9) 

0723 – 
1716 

24/03/14 
(SW area) 

0558 – 
1140 
 

-4 - 10 Very cold start, quickly warming with sun & 
clear skies. Initially still and clear then 
freshening S wind, some high cloud by end. 
CC0/8 – 1/8; wind still – S, F4. 

LT 0207 
(1.7) 
HT 0821 
(4.2) 

0559 –  
1827 

26/03/14 0610 – 
1130 

1 - 9 Cloud to E at first, otherwise clear. Sunny 
periods and one short shower, clouding over 
by end of survey with high cloud. Wind W, F2 
then N, F4. 

LT 0459 
(1.9) 
HT 1104 
(4.2) 

0554 – 
1831 

23/10/14 0750 – 
1234 

12 -14 Dry, good – excellent visibility, medium 
cloud-base, CC 6/8 – 5/8. Wind W, F0-1. 

HT 0329 
(5.0) 
LT 0944 
(1.0) 

0753 – 
1747 

20/11/14 0753 – 
1335 

11 - 12 Dry, cloudy, medium cloud-base, CC8/8 – 
6/8. Wind E, F1 – 2. 

LT 0734 
(1.4) 
HT 1345 
(4.8) 

0750 –  
1553 

11/12/14 0820 – 
1300 

4 x Dry with some sleet (snow on hills), cold with 
high wind-chill (W, F3 – W, F4), CC 2/8. 

HT 0559 
(4.6) 
LT 1152 
(1.7) 

0823 – 
1536 

 

Vantage Point (VP) survey 

 Vantage point surveys were undertaken in order to log movements of waterfowl in 

the wider vicinity of the site, particularly evening and morning flights of geese and 

swans to and from roosting and feeding sites.  Surveys lasted at least 2 hours, and 

were carried out from around an hour before until an hour after dawn and dusk. 

 Two vantage points were initially selected, one to the east of the proposed surface 

mine site by the coast road at OS grid reference 428146, 594917, and a northern site 

located on Chibburn Links dunes at 427503, 597271.  The southern VP allowed 

observation of geese flocks using agricultural fields on the proposed surface mine site 

to the west of Hemscott Hill Farm, as well as observing any movement of waterfowl 

from Cresswell Ponds SSSI and any utilisation of coastal habitats. It also allowed 

observation of off-site movements to and from habitats to the south of the study 

area. The northern VP allowed utilisation of habitats in the Chibburn area to be 

observed, as well as longer distance movements off-site to the north and north-west.  

A third VP was added to the west of Houndalee Cottages at 426180, 594680 from 

February 2014, to provide better coverage of wildfowl movements in the south-west 

and western part of the site.     

 Dates, times and weather conditions during vantage point surveys are tabulated 

below: 
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 Table 2.2: Times and weather conditions of vantage point surveys  

Date Time Temp. 
(0C) 

Weather conditions Tides 
(m) 

Sunrise - 
sunset 

11/10/12 0700 – 
0900 
 

 Dry, cold, very good visibility, CC 3/8, wind 
SW F2-3. 

HT 1153 
(4.2) 
LT 1803 
(2.0) 

0730 – 
1815 

13/11/12 1430 - 
1700 

12 Dry, mild, visibility good, CC 7/8; wind SW F4-
5. 

LT 0815 
(0.8) 
HT 1420 
(5.3) 

0737 –  
1604 

15/11/12 0645 –  
0845 

11 Dry, overcast at first with break in cloud 
cover later, CC 8/8 – 7/8; visibility good after 
dawn, wind SW, F0-2. 

LT 0948 
(0.7) 
HT 1546 
(5.4) 

0741 –  
1600 

03/12/12 1430 - 
1645 

5 Fair, CC 3/8 increasing 4/8, wind W – NW F4, 
excellent pre-dusk visibility. 

LT 1137 
(1.7) 
HT 1748 
(4.7) 

0813 –  
1540 

06/12/12 0705 – 
0930 

-4 – 
-3 

Fair, light snow cover, CC 8/8, good visibility, 
wind N/NW, F1-2. 

HT 0804 
(4.2) 
LT 1354 
(2.1) 

0817 –  
1538 

15/01/13 1510 – 
1700 

2 – 
0 

Dry, excellent visibility, CC 2/8, wind SE / E 
F2. 

LT 1137 
(1.1) 
HT 1735 
(5.3) 

0823 – 
1609 

24/01/13 0710 – 
0907 

1 – 
-1 

Dry, light wind, very good visibility, becoming 
poor to E and S with light snow by 0840; CC 
7/8. 

HT 0127 
(4.2) 
LT 0734 
(1.8) 

0815 – 
1621 

18/02/13 1545 – 
1750 

12 – 
3 

Sunny, dry; very mild at first, becoming cold 
after dark; good visibility, wind SE F1 -2; CC 
1/8 – 0/8.  

LT 1442 
(2.1) 
HT 2112 
(3.9) 

0727 – 
1712 

21/02/13 0630 – 
0830 

2 Overcast, good visibility; wind E, F3, blustery; 
CC 8/8. 

LT 0611 
(2.2) 
HT 1224 
(4.0) 

0717 – 
1724 

18/03/13 1726 – 
1915 

1 Overcast, fair visibility; light drizzle turning to 
rain / hail; wind E, F2 – 4, CC 8/8.  

LT 1307 
(1.7) 
HT 1930 
(4.2) 

0615 – 
0815 

21/03/13 0525 – 
0725 

1 – 
0 

Dry, overcast at first, visibility good – 
excellent, wind E, F2, CC8/8 – 3/8. 

LT 0351 
(1.4) 
HT 1014 
(3.8) 

0607 – 
1818 

22/10/13 1615 – 
1755 

17 - 15 Some sun at first, clear offshore but 
rainclouds to W. Visibility excellent, CC 6/8.  
Wind SW, F2-3. 

LT 1154 
(1.2) 
HT 1759 
(5.0) 

0756 – 
1745 

25/10/13 0700 – 
0900 

11  Light rain, becoming heavy.  Moderate 
visibility, CC 8/8.  Wind SE, F4. 

HT 0748 
(4.4) 
LT 1338 
(2.0) 

0802 – 
1738 

18/11/13 1510 - 
1720 

10 – 5 Clearing skies, CC4/8 – 2/8, cloud base 
medium to high, temperature dropping.  Dry 
with excellent visibility, wind NW – N, F1. 

LT 0923 
(1.2) 
HT 1528 
(5.1) 

0752 – 
1551 
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Date Time Temp. 
(0C) 

Weather conditions Tides 
(m) 

Sunrise - 
sunset 

21/11/13 0630 – 
0833 

4 – 8 Rain just before survey, clearing with low 
cloud, CC 8/8 & light rain. Cloud lifting 
around dawn with improving visibility, CC4/8 
and some sun before rain returned at end of 
VP watch.  Wind N/NE F2/3, turning NE F1. 

LT 1101 
(1.5) 
HT 1710 
(4.9) 

0759 – 
1545 

10/12/13 1442 - 
1700 

11 – 7 Dry and clear, CC2/8, visibility v. good, cloud 
to W obscuring setting sun so light fading 
early.  Wind W – SW, F3-4. 

HT 0910 
(4.4) 
LT 1511 
(1.9) 

0828 – 
1530 

13/12/13 0652 – 
0852 

11 – 10 Recent rain but dry during survey; high cloud 
base except at first to W, visibility good.  
Wind S, F2-3. 

HT 1225 
(4.5) 
LT 1835 
(1.8) 

0831 – 
1530 

06/01/14 1455 - 
1705 

9 – 9 Heavy shower at start of survey then 
brightening with brief sun, light shower at 
end of survey. CC8/8 – 7/8, visibility v. good, 
moderate sea state.  Wind SW, F5. 

LT 1245 
(1.3) 
HT 1847 
(5.2) 

0836 – 
1548 

10/01/14 0658 – 
0900 

4 – 6 Low cloud to SW & W, otherwise clear at 
first.  CC 4/8, visibility v. good, wind calm, 
increasing SW F2-3. 

HT 1043 
(4.2) 
LT 1654 
(2.0) 

0829 –  
1559 

18/02/14 1640 - 
1821 

10 - 8 Very bright, dry evening, excellent visibility.  
CC 4/8, wind SW, F3. 

LT 1105 
(1.1) 
HT 1711 
(5.0) 

0725 –  
1714 

21/02/14 0615 –  
0815 

3 - 6 Fair at start of survey, light to E with cloud to 
W; cloud moving W, then sunny intervals 
around sunrise before clouding over again. 
CC 6/8, visibility exc., wind S, F2 – SW, F3 

HT 0652  
(4.5) 
LT 1251 
(1.5) 

0719 – 
1720 

25/03/14 1716 – 
1930 

11 - 7 Excellent visibility, medium cloud base. CC6/8 
– 7/8, wind SE, F1. 

HT 0940 
(4.1) 
LT 1613 
(1.7) 

0557 – 
1829 

28/03/14 0447 – 
0647 

5 – 5 Overcast and windy, visibility good.  CC8/8, 
wind E, F5. 

LT 0103 
(4.7) 
HT 0714 
(1.3) 

0549 – 
1835 

22/10/14 1640 – 
1852 

11 - 10 Light rain 1640 – 1700, medium cloud-base, 
good visibility, CC8/8. Wind W, F2 – 4. 

HT 1519 
(4.8) 
LT 2125 
(1.4) 

0751 – 
1749 

24/10/14 0658 - 
0904 

11 - 12 Dry and clear, medium cloud-base, excellent 
visibility, CC7/8 – 6/8. Wind S, F1 – SW, F1. 

HT 0401 
(5.1) 
LT 1018 
(0.9) 

0755 – 
1745 

19/11/14 1555 – 
1701 

11 - 11 Previously showery, dry, good visibility, 
medium cloud-base, CC 8/8.  Wind blustery, 
ESE, F4-5. 

HT 1307 
(4.4) 
LT 1915 
(1.7) 

0748 – 
1555 

21/11/14 0658 – 
0902 

8 - 10 Shower just before survey, dry thereafter.  
Good to very good visibility, variable cloud-
base, wind SE, F3-4 – F2-3. 

LT 0812 
(1.2) 
HT 1420 
(4.9) 

0754 – 
1550 

10/12/14 1440 – 
1645 

4 - 4 Wind and rain at start of survey, dry spell 
followed by heavier shower, brightening near 
end of survey. Good visibility, CC8/8 with low 
cloud – 4/8 variable cloud. Wind WNW F6, 
gusting F7. 

LT 1117 
(1.5) 
HT 1726 
(4.9) 

0822 – 
1536 

12/12/14 0720 - 
0930 

1 - 3 Cloudy at first, cloud to E at dawn but sunny 
intervals later. CC 7/8 – 1/8. Excellent 
visibility, wind calm, freshening W, F3-4. 

HT 0641 
(4.5) 
LT 1229 
(1.9) 

0824 – 
1535 
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 Locations of VP surveys are shown as Figure 2.2 below. 

 Figure 2.2: Vantage point locations 

  

Drive-around survey 

 During each monthly winter bird survey period a drive-around survey was undertaken 

to determine use of the wider landscape by geese and swans.  This was carried out 

either before or after the coastal survey (depending on tides for the latter), or before 

the initial evening VP survey.  The precise route varied from month to month, but 
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took in an area from Woodhorn Colliery in the south, to the Linton area in the south-

west, and Maiden Hall restored opencast in the north-west.  

Coastal bird survey 

 Surveys of birds utilising coastal habitats were undertaken during the optimum late 

autumn and winter season (October 2013 – March 2014), and were designed to 

provide baseline data to assess any potential impacts of the development on coastal 

habitats, and evaluate the Highthorn site in the wider context of the southern sector 

of Druridge Bay.  Data obtained the previous winter for the Hemscott Hill review of 

minerals planning consent were also utilised, which used the same methods as 

outlined below.  

 Survey methodology followed guidance for coastal bird surveys of non-estuarine 

habitats (Moser & Summers, 1987; Gilbert et al, 1998).  The coastline between OS 

grid reference 427316, 598437 (ca. 300m north of Chibburn Mouth) south to 428850, 

594122 (Croft Letch mouth) was divided up into eight count sectors, defined by the 

range of visibility and presence of readily observed boundary features from a series of 

dune-top vantage points.  A series of 15-minute counts were carried out in each 

sector of birds utilising the foreshore and open sea, taking care wherever possible to 

avoid ‘double-counting’ of birds moving between sectors.  Disturbance factors, 

including people, dogs, horses and vehicles using the beach were also logged.  In 

accordance with the methodology, all surveys in 2013-14 winter were timed to be 

carried out within three hours of low tide. The locations of sectors in relation to the 

Highthorn site are shown on Figure 2.3 overleaf. 
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 Figure 2.3: Coastal survey sectors 

 

 

 Times and weather conditions during the 2013-14 coastal bird survey are tabulated 

overleaf. 
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 Table 2.3: Times and weather conditions of 2013-14 coastal bird survey  

Date Time Temp. 
(0C) 

Weather conditions Tides 
(m) 

Sunrise - 
sunset 

24/10/13 1018 –  
1415  
 

16 Sunny (Cloud Cover 1/8), dry, light S wind F0-
1; sea calm. 

HT 0702 
(4.6) 
LT 1259 
(1.7) 

0800 – 
1740 

20/11/13 0836 –  
1328 

5  Clear and dry through most of survey apart 
from one shower, then heavy, persistent 
rain.  Wind NW F3 -4, CC 6/8 – 7/8.  Visibility 
excellent, fair in shower. 

LT 1024 
(1.4) 
HT 1636 
(5.0) 

0755 –  
1548 

11/12/13 1134 - 
1541 

10 – 7 Dry and partially sunny, CC7/8 – 3/8, visibility 
v. good, wind S, F3-4. 

HT 1018 
(4.4) 
LT 1623 
(2.0) 

0829 – 
1530 

07/01/14 1116 –  
1518 

9  Sunny & dry, CC 3/8, high base.  Very good 
visibility. Wind SW, F4. 

HT 0736 
(4.7) 
LT 1333 
(1.5) 

0835 –  
1549 

20/02/14 1000 –  
1403 

9 Sunny at start of survey, increasing cloud; CC 
6/8 with variable base. Wind SW, F5-6. 

LT 1211 
(1.3) 
HT 1823 
(4.8) 

0721 –  
1718 

27/03/14 0545 – 
0941 

4 – 9 Showery at first then sunny intervals with 
occasional heavy showers, before becoming 
cloudy but dry.  CC 7/8 – 8/8, Wind SE, 5 to E, 
5-6.  

LT 0614 
(1.6) 
HT 1216 
(4.5) 

0552 – 
1833 

 

Breeding bird survey 

 A breeding bird survey was carried out, covering an equivalent area to the winter bird 

survey.  The occurrence of potentially breeding species were plotted using territory 

mapping methods based on Common Bird Census methodology (Bibby et al, 2000; 

Gilbert et al, 1998).  The probability of breeding is assessed with reference to 

standard BTO breeding evidence codes.  Numbers of territories are assessed by 

overlaying the location of possible, probable and confirmed breeding birds recorded 

on each site visit.  Comparative data were also available for most of the site (except 

the section west of Highthorn) for the 2013 breeding season. 

 Observations were made on non-breeding species, including birds using coastal and 

marine habitats; counts were also made at the two coastal wetlands included in the 

winter bird survey, Cresswell Ponds and Druridge Pools, although to avoid 

disturbance these locations were not accessed for the breeding bird survey beyond 

making counts from publicly accessible locations.  Breeding records from these 

locations should not therefore be considered comprehensive.   
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 Dates and weather conditions during breeding bird surveys are tabulated below: 

 Table 2.4: Breeding bird survey dates and weather conditions 2014 

Date Time Temp. 
(0C) 

Weather conditions Tides 
(m) 

Sunrise - 
sunset 

24/04/14 0615 – 
1100 
 

11 -13 Light rain at dawn, then dry. Calm, CC 8/8 – 
6/8. 

LT 0539 
(1.8) 
HT 1143 
(4.3) 

0543 –  
2024 

25/04/14 0545 –  
1040 

8 – 10 Overcast but fair at first, becoming misty 
0615.  CC8/8, wind E, F0-1. 

LT 0652 
(1.6) 
HT 1254 
(4.5) 

0541 –  
2026 

29/05/14 0431 – 
1000 

11 -14 Overcast but dry after heavy rain.  CC8/8 – 
6/8. Wind E, F2.  

HT 0415 
(4.9) 
LT 1034 
(0.9) 

0435 – 
2132 

30/05/14 0459 – 
0930 

9 – 16 Dry but cloudy, medium / high cloud-base, CC 
6/8 – 2/8. Calm.   

HT 0452 
(4.9) 
LT 1113 
(0.9) 

0434 – 
2133 

11/06/14 0430 – 
1050 

10 – 18 Dry, clear and bright, high cloud-base, CC 1/8 
– 3/8. Calm – wind E, F1. 

HT 0222 
(4.6) 
LT 0836 
(1.4) 

0430 – 
2141 

12/06/14 0440 –  
0930 

12 – 16 Dry and bright, medium cloud-base, CC 4/8 – 
2/8.  Wind W, F1-2. 

HT 0306 
(4.8) 
LT 0922 
(1.1) 

0430 – 
2141 

Schedule 1 breeding bird owl survey 

 Details of barn owl Tyto alba surveys undertaken in suitable breeding habitat by a 

licensed surveyor in 2014 are included in a separate confidential appendix.  Vantage 

point surveys conducted for a Schedule 1 raptor and information on other Schedule 1 

breeding species encountered in the survey are also given in a confidential appendix. 

2.3 Data search  

WeBS data 

 Wetland Bird Survey Core Count data were obtained for two count sectors, Amble to 

Chevington Burn and Cresswell to Chevington Burn, covering the whole of Druridge 

Bay.  The most recent available five years of data were obtained, from 2008-09 to 

2012-13; the final winter could therefore be compared with the first set of non-

estuarine coastal survey data. 

Biological Records Centre data 

 Data were obtained from the local biological records centre, Environmental Records 

Information Centre North East (ERIC (NE)) in September 2012, and reported in the 

Phase 1 Habitat Survey.  These included bird data from a 3km radius around the site; 
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results are presented in the Phase 1 survey report, but have been taken account of in 

the preparation of this report. 

Northumberland and Tyneside Bird Club data 

 Data were obtained from Northumberland and Tyneside Bird Club (NTBC) for seven 

2x2km tetrads within the NZ29 10x10km grid-square, covering the site and 

surrounding areas, and derived from Atlas data.  These comprised an assessment of 

breeding status, together with maximum summering and wintering counts for the 

period 2007-11.  

 Locations of tetrads relative to the site boundary are shown in Figure 2.4 overleaf. 

2.4 Data analysis  

Analysis of wintering bird and VP surveys  

 All observations from wintering bird surveys and VP surveys were transferred from 

field data sheets to an Excel spreadsheet.  These included a classification of bird 

activity (roosting, foraging, flying, departing or arriving), species (using two letter BTO 

codes), quantity, flight direction (if relevant), location (based on field numbers in 

Figure 2.1) and additional explanatory notes.  A total of over 4700 separate 

observations were logged. 

 The spreadsheet provided a simple means of viewing the number of observations and 

maximum counts associated with every species, contributing to the summary table in 

Appendix 1.  Species of particular interest (e.g. waders, swans, geese) were then 

separated, and analysed using pivot tables to give maximum numbers per season in 

each field unit.  These were then imported into QGIS 2.6 using a table join to the field 

polygon shapefile shown in Figure 2.1 to illustrate their spatial disposition. 

 Flight records of geese and swans were transferred from hard copy OS base plans to 

QGIS as a series of lines; date and time were added directly to the attribute table to 

allow separation by survey occasion.   
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  Figure 2.4: Tetrad record locations obtained from NTBC 

  

Coastal survey data analysis 

 Monthly survey counts were transferred to an Excel spreadsheet; after investigation 

of the whole dataset, counts of key species were extracted for further analysis.  These 

included correlation of sanderling (Calidris alba) and total wader numbers for the 

whole survey area with numbers of people and dogs, and a summary of mean 

numbers of sanderling by count sector.  The distribution by count sector was 
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illustrated using QGIS, together with offshore distribution of the red-throated diver 

(Gavia stellata) and guillemot (Uria aalge) during a notable peak count. 

 Coastal survey data were also compared to the five-year WeBS counts; although 

caution should be exercised due to differences in methodology (e.g. low tide vs. high 

tide), the WeBS data provided a useful context, both in terms of comparing the 

southern sector to the whole bay, and highlighting other significant species which 

may have been missed with a two year dataset. 

Breeding bird survey data analysis 

 Breeding bird data were transferred from field plans to QGIS as point data for each 

monthly survey, with attributes including BTO breeding evidence codes derived from 

field data sheets.  The three surveys were overlain on the GIS to derive a further set 

of point data by visual estimation of territory centroids, which were also combined 

with breeding evidence codes and status, and conservation status in the attribute 

table. 
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3 Results 

3.1 Summary of data search 

Wetland Bird Survey data 

 The five-year monthly counts for the Cresswell to Chevington Burn sector of Druridge 

Bay included the following selected maxima and mean peaks: 

 Table 3.1: Selected five-year WeBS peak and peak mean counts, 2008-09 – 2012-13  

Count sector: Cresswell – Chevington Burn Chevington Burn – Hauxley 

Species Peak (month) Peak mean Peak (month) Peak mean 

wigeon  118 (Dec) 42 58 (Mar) 26 

eider 142 (Dec) 67 270 (Apr) 139 

common scoter 427 (Dec) 113 160 (Nov) 53 

red-breasted merganser 7 (Nov) 6 8 (Oct) 3 

red-throated diver 42 (Sep) 25 40 (Oct) 10 

oystercatcher 70 (Oct / Jan) 63 145 (Nov) 127 

ringed plover 50 (Sep) 26 50 (Sep) 33 

golden plover 70 (Sep) 21 - - 

knot  50 (Jan) 27 230 (Sep) 60 

sanderling 80 (Jan) 80 162 (Nov) 93 

purple sandpiper 2 (Jan) 1 20 (Dec) 15 

dunlin 15 (Oct) 14 58 (Feb) 40 

curlew 167 (Sep) 106 72 (Mar) 41 

redshank 83 (Nov) 54 151 (Nov) 100 

turnstone 21 (Nov) 14 110 (Nov) 69 

 These are compared below in relation to the results of the coastal bird survey. 

Tyneside and Northumberland Bird Club data 

 Atlas data obtained from the Bird Club included a total of 219 species recorded from 

the area of search shown on Figure 2.4 above.  The Atlas data provide useful 

contextual data for the results of the survey programme, for example giving some 

indication of whether peak counts in the survey programme were representative of 
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the five year 2007-2011 Atlas period.  It also indicates other species represented as 

breeding species or in significant non-breeding numbers in the wider vicinity which 

require consideration in the impact assessment.    

3.2 Summary of survey results 

 A list of species recorded in all of the surveys is given in Appendix 3.4.3, together with 

an assessment of status on site. Conservation status is also indicated, including Annex 

I Birds Directive; Schedule 1 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981; Section 41 Natural 

Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006; and BTO Birds of Conservation Concern 

Red, Amber and Green listed species.  

 A total of 155 species were recorded within the survey area.  This relatively large total 

reflects the coastal location and range of habitats present within the survey area, 

although there are significant within-site differences in avian diversity.  Coastal 

wetlands including Cresswell Ponds and Druridge Pools attract large numbers of 

wintering waterfowl, and support a good diversity of breeding species.  Some 

agricultural fields are well used by waterfowl, particularly during periods of high 

rainfall with temporary flooding, and there are reasonable numbers of breeding 

species of open habitats including lapwing (Vanellus vanellus), skylark (Alauda 

arvensis) and grey partridge (Perdix perdix). Dune grassland holds large numbers of 

wintering finches, particular where cattle grazing has led to patches of ruderal 

(disturbed-ground) species such as thistles (Cirsium spp.) establishing. In contrast, the 

limited hedgerow network and predominantly coniferous shelterbelts result in parts 

of the site supporting a relatively low diversity of both wintering and breeding 

passerines. Usage of fields by waterfowl is patchy, as evidenced by the maps of geese 

records by field presented in Appendix 3.4.1 below. 

 A key feature of the site which was determined early in the survey programme were 

the high numbers of overwintering pink-footed geese (Anser brachyrhynchus) on 

farmland, and smaller but significant numbers of whooper swan (Cygnus cygnus) in 

the wider area of Druridge Bay.  Waders using agricultural fields were also a feature 

of the survey area, particularly coastal fields, although the largest aggregations of 

waders and ducks were normally associated with the coastal wetlands – Cresswell 

Ponds and Druridge Pools.   

 The survey data does not purport to represent a comprehensive species list; it is a 

well-recorded area located on the east coast migratory flyway, resulting in a large 

number of additional species records made by regular observers.  Many of these are 
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scarce migrants, and are not considered further here, other than to acknowledge that 

coastal habitats, particularly wetlands for waders, and scrub and other cover for 

passerines, provide an important ‘staging post’ function during migration.  More 

significant are records of wintering or breeding species which were not recorded by 

the survey team, but which should be acknowledged as contributing to the 

conservation value of the area.  Examples include wintering bittern (Botaurus 

stellaris) and bearded tit (Panurus biarmicus) in reedbed habitats at Cresswell and 

East Chevington; a spring record of spotted crake (Porzana porzana) at Druridge 

Pools; and a breeding record of a Schedule 1 passerine in the northern part of the 

survey area.  In some cases the survey has missed significant peak counts e.g. large 

numbers of common scoter (Melanitta nigra) offshore in late summer, and a count of 

ca. 2000 wigeon around Cresswell Ponds reported by Northumberland Wildlife Trust 

at a Highthorn Ecology Group meeting from early 2015. 

 The following results from the winter survey programme are set out in more detail 

below, including: 

 Pink-footed geese; 

 Whooper swans; 

 Other wildfowl, including greylag geese and wigeon; 

 Non-breeding waders; 

 Wintering owls and raptors; and 

 Twite and other wintering passerines. 

 The coastal survey results and breeding bird results are also summarised below. 

3.3 Pink-footed geese 

Survey results  

 Numbers of geese recorded within the survey area and in the wider vicinity of the 

southern part of Druridge Bay are summarised in the chart overleaf: 
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 Figure 3.1:  Pink-footed geese numbers by month 
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The distribution of flocks in and around the survey area, and the number and 

direction of overflying geese are shown in Appendix 3.4.1.   As the chart above 

indicates, based on survey data numbers of geese appear to have fallen in the 

southern part of Druridge Bay  from those observed in 2012-13.  Peak numbers of 

5300 were observed in January 2013, split into two large flocks which utilised coastal 

fields in the Chibburn Farm area, and fields on site to the west of Hemscott Hill Farm.  

The Hemscott Hill Farm flock was relatively static, and appeared to be spending the 

night on site (on the basis of surveys starting >1 hour before dawn, and >1 hour after 

dusk).  Very little disturbance of geese was noted during this winter; after an 

exceptionally wet summer / autumn 2012, many of the fields remained uncropped 

over winter, and there was relatively little conflict with geese grazing winter cereals 

(although damage to oil-seed rape crops was reported by a local farmer in the 

Chibburn area). 

 In 2013-14 pink-footed geese were first recorded in September, with a flock of 734 

recorded in a stubble field in the Chibburn area (N11).  They were being actively 

disturbed by the farmer because of the risk they would move onto arable crops or 

grassland.  Very few geese were recorded in October 2013, and although numbers in 

the wider area peaked at 4000 in November, there was very little utilisation of the 

survey area; large flocks were observed moving from the south-west to roost sites 

well to the north or north-west at dusk, and returning to sites to the south of the 
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survey area after dawn.  Numbers present on and around the site increased 

significantly in December, with up to 3000 present in fields within the site to the 

north of Hemscott Hill (S9 & S17), and slightly smaller flocks of up to 2000 to the 

south of Cresswell Pond (V2) and 600 to the south of Druridge Farm Cottages (Z1). 

Numbers around the site were much lower in the January 2014 survey, with a peak 

count of 1300 moving between fields to the south-west of Hemscott Hill Farm (S23), 

and south of Cresswell Pond (V4). Numbers in the area around the site built up in 

February again; although none were recorded within the site boundary, flocks of up 

to 1500 were present in a ploughed field just to the south (Y39), and 1200 in a stubble 

field in the Chibburn area (N12).  Few flight observations were made during vantage 

point surveys, but a flock of 2000 was observed moving south across the western part 

of the site during the winter farmland bird survey. 

 In the October – December 2014 period goose numbers were lower than previous 

years.  The October VP surveys tracked flocks of up to 1500 moving north across the 

site at dusk and appearing to drop into Druridge Country Park to roost, then making 

the return flight from the Country Park down the coast at dawn.  Foraging areas were 

inferred to be in the Lynemouth area, but were not located in the drive-through 

survey.  Overall numbers were lower in November, but flocks of up to 500 were 

recorded on site, including fields in the western part of the site where little or no 

usage had been recorded previously (e.g. Y7 and Y9); a dusk flight was recorded from 

this area heading off-site to the north-west.  By December numbers had built up on 

site, with up to 1300 geese utilising a number of fields in the north-eastern part of the 

site, while up to 800 were recorded on fields to the north of the site.  VP surveys 

indicated birds moving to and from roost sites to the west of the survey area, possibly 

on former opencast workings to the west of Widdrington Village. 

Comparison with Bird Atlas data  

 Maximum counts for each tetrad in the 2007-11 period are summarised in the table 

below.  Tetrad locations are shown above in Figure 2.4. 

 Table 3.2: Northumberland Bird Atlas data for pink-footed goose 2007-11  

Tetrad Max. count 

NZ29M 60 

NZ29N 500 

NZ29R 5000 
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Tetrad Max. count 

NZ29S 5600 

NZ29T 2000 

NZ29X 4000 

 These numbers are comparable with the maxima in the present survey programme, 

and with their distribution across the site and surrounding areas. 

3.4 Whooper swans 

Survey results 

 Maximum numbers of whooper swans recorded in fields and wetlands within the 

survey area are shown in Figure 3.2 overleaf.  This also outlines the fields which are 

being managed as mitigation for whooper swans displaced from Lynemouth Wind 

Farm, as defined by the Habitat Management Plan (Scottish Power Renewables, 

2011).  

 Numbers of whooper swans recorded in the survey were relatively low in the 2012-13 

winter, with a maximum count of 20 in the north of the survey area (field X1) in 

October 2012.  Numbers moving through the site again peaked in October 2013, with 

a southward movement of over 80, including at least two separate flocks utilising 

Cresswell Ponds, and 17 recorded flying in off the sea during the coastal survey. These 

all moved off to the south of the survey area, so it was not clear how long they would 

stay in the Druridge Bay area. However, during the 2013-14 winter there was 

evidence from VP surveys that Cresswell Ponds was being used as an overnight roost 

site, with 33 birds recorded in February 2014.  The largest number feeding on fields 

was in January 2014, when 41 were recorded on field Y31 to the south of the site.  

This was a seeded winter cereal field which is one of the fields managed for whooper 

swans; no whooper swans were recorded during the surveys using the other two 

mitigation fields closer to the site.  Smaller numbers were recorded in late 2014, with 

October maxima of 21 in field S27 north of Cresswell Pond, and 5 roosting on the 

main pond. However, a reliable report was received of regular feeding in early 2015 in 

fields in the Highthorn area, with 41 reported from Y32 in the southern part of the 

site. 

 Drive-through surveys failed to find whooper swans in significant numbers in the 

wider vicinity of the site, although small numbers (1-2) were recorded in winter 2014-
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15 feeding with larger numbers of mute swans in a stubble field to the south of the 

Warkworth Lane caravan site. 

 Figure 3.2: Maximum whooper swan numbers recorded 2012-14 
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Comparison with Bird Atlas data 

 Maximum counts for each tetrad in the 2007-11 period are summarised in the table 

below. Tetrad locations are shown above in Figure 2.4. 

 Table 3.3: Northumberland Bird Atlas data for whooper swan 2007-11  

Tetrad Max. count 

NZ29M 51 

NZ29N 52 

NZ29R 126 

NZ29S 45 

NZ29T 161 

NZ29X 107 

 These maximum numbers are significantly higher than those recorded in the survey 

programme; this may indicate that numbers were lower in the 2012-14 period, peak 

counts were missed, or the fields used by whooper swans in the wider survey area 

were not located.  The construction of Lynemouth Wind Farm, with subsequent 

mitigation measures to displace geese away from risk areas to alternate fields further 

north may have some influence on numbers. 

  3.5 Other wildfowl species 

Wigeon 

Survey results 

 Wigeon were the most numerous duck species recorded in the survey area. Numbers 

in the Cresswell Ponds area frequently exceeded 300, with flocks moving between 

Cresswell, Hemscott Hill Ponds and the adjacent area of sea.  The highest numbers 

recorded in the survey were 620 at Cresswell in February 2014, with 520 recorded in 

December 2014.  The peak count at Druridge Pools was 312, although accurate 

counts can be difficult here when birds are feeding in rush-covered areas of wet 

grassland. 

Other data 

 Northumberland Wildlife Trust staff reported estimated numbers of up to 2000 

wigeon at Cresswell in early 2015.  Atlas data from 2007-11 are greater than the 

present survey, but not significantly so, with maxima of 800 for the tetrad including 
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Cresswell Pond (NZ29X), 320 for the tetrad including Hemscott Hill Ponds (NZ29S) and 

508 for the tetrad including Druridge Pools (NZ29T).  

Greylag geese 

Survey results 

 Greylag geese are present in the survey area year-round, with relatively small flocks 

of up to 48 recorded in summer, and confirmed breeding on and around the site.  

These are part of the feral population introduced into England which has seen rapid 

population growth since the 1970s.  

 A night roost was present on the main water body at Druridge Pools in December 

2013 – January 2014, with over 460 counted leaving the pools after dawn and flying 

off well north-west of the survey area.  These may have been part of the migratory 

Icelandic and northern Scottish breeding population.  Otherwise only small numbers 

were recorded in the survey area during the winter season. 

 Outside the main survey area, greylag geese were frequently recorded in the drive-

through survey in a field to the east of the roundabout near Woodhorn Colliery; on 

one occasion these were accompanied by three Eurasian white-fronted geese (Anser 

albifrons). 

Other data 

 Atlas data are consistent with the maxima observed in the present survey, with 400 

recorded in NZ29N, to the north-west of the survey area, and 327 in NZ29T, which 

includes Druridge Pools. 

Other wildfowl species 

 Appendix 3.4.3 lists other wildfowl species recorded in the survey.  The most 

numerous species of duck recorded after wigeon was teal (Anas crecca), with a 

maximum count of 290 at Druridge Pools; again as this is in an area of rushy wet 

grassland actual numbers may well have been higher.  Other frequently recorded 

dabbling ducks on coastal wetlands included mallard, gadwall and shoveler, with 

much less frequent records of pintail. 

 Small numbers of diving ducks, including ‘sea ducks’ such as long-tailed duck, red-

breasted merganser, goldeneye and scaup were recorded in small numbers quite 

frequently on the larger coastal water bodies of Cresswell and Druridge Pools. 
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3.6 Non-breeding waders 

Summary 

 Wader distribution outside the breeding season was generally focussed on the coastal 

wetlands of Cresswell Ponds and Druridge Pools where areas of shallow water, 

exposed marginal sediment, and short vegetation overlying saturated, penetrable 

ground provide good quality habitat.   Species which feed in grassland habitats in 

winter such as lapwing, golden plover and curlew were more widely distributed, 

although with largest numbers and most frequent records focussed on fields closest 

to the coast.  Waders were also more widely distributed in the 2012-13 winter than 

the subsequent two years, reflecting a greater number of shallow temporary pools 

present in agricultural fields after the exceptionally wet summer of 2012. 

 Appendix 3.4.2 provides maps showing maximum numbers of the five most 

frequently recorded species – lapwing, curlew, golden plover, redshank and dunlin – 

in each of the three winter survey periods.  These are discussed in more detail below. 

 A range of other species were recorded less frequently (see Appendix 3.4.3), with 

notable records including 18 whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) at Druridge Pools on 

spring passage in May 2014, and 40 black-tailed godwits (Limosa limosa) on the fields 

to the north when flooded in September 2012; a further 35 black-tailed godwits were 

present at Cresswell Pond and the adjacent field in October 2014.  Wintering 

woodcock (Scolopax rusticola) were widely recorded in plantations, although 

noticeably more frequent in 2012-13 than the subsequent milder winters, while there 

were frequent records of small numbers of snipe (Gallinago gallinago) scattered in 

suitable damp habitats such as flooded fields and ditches throughout the survey area, 

as well as a maximum count of 35 at Cresswell Ponds. 

Lapwing 

 Maximum counts of lapwing per field per winter are shown in Figures A2.1 – A2.3 in 

Appendix 3.4.2.  They were the most frequently recorded wader species (179 

observations logged). While they are quite widely distributed, with significant 

numbers occurring in some fields in the western part of the survey area, they are 

predominantly associated with coastal fields and wetlands, with the largest numbers 

typically in the vicinity of Cresswell Ponds, where the maximum count within the 

survey of 376 was recorded in November 2013.  Other significant flocks included 368 

at Druridge Pools (‘Budge Fields’) in January 2014, and 350 on site in a pasture field 

(S22) in October 2014.  Median flock size per observation was 15, mean flock size 58. 
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Curlew 

 Maximum counts of curlew per field per winter are shown in Figures A2.4 – A2.6 in 

Appendix 3.4.2.  Curlew favoured pasture fields with shallow standing water providing 

areas of saturated penetrable ground; the largest flock (114) was recorded in a 

pasture field north of Druridge Pools (N6) in March 2013, a favoured area in winter 

2012-13.  Utilisation of these fields was lower in subsequent winters, probably due to 

drier ground conditions.  Coastal fields and wetlands were generally used most 

frequently and by largest numbers, although a flock of 32 was recorded on site in a 

winter cereal field (Y32) in December 2014.   

 Very few curlew were recorded on the foreshore; the maximum was 7 noted roosting 

at Chibburn Mouth during a dawn VP survey, prior to any disturbance.  

Golden plover 

 Maximum counts of golden plover per field per winter are shown in Figures A2.7 – 

A2.9 in Appendix 3.4.2.  Golden plover frequently occur in mixed flocks with lapwing 

on pasture and shorter arable fields; their distribution is less focussed on coastal 

fields and wetlands than other wader species.  They were less frequently recorded 

than lapwing (39 logged observations) and present in smaller numbers (median flock 

size 10, mean 23).  Golden plover were recorded more frequently in winter 2012-13, 

with the largest count of 110 in a pasture field on site (S9). Subsequent maxima were 

lower, with 65 north of Cresswell Ponds in 2013-14, and 80 on site in field S22 in 

October 2014.  

Redshank 

 Maximum counts of redshank per field per winter are shown in Figures A2.10 – A2.12 

in Appendix 3.4.2.  Redshank are more usually associated with coastal wetlands and 

flooded fields providing access to shallow water margins, and this is reflected in a 

greater bias in distribution towards coastal wetlands, including the areas around 

Cresswell and Hemscott Hill Ponds.  The wetter conditions in winter 2012-13 with 

more widespread flooded patches are reflected in the wider distribution shown in 

Figure A2.10.  Redshank were frequently recorded in surveys (104 logged 

observations), but usually in very small numbers (median 3, mean 11).  Maxima in 

each year were all from Cresswell Ponds, with 52 in October 2012, 140 in October 

2013, and 87 in November 2014. 
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Dunlin 

 Maximum counts of dunlin per field per winter are shown in Figures A2.13 – A2.15 in 

Appendix 3.4.2.  Dunlin were not recorded particularly frequently in the survey (37 

logged observations), and were usually present in small numbers (median 8, mean 

14).  As a species associated with freshwater and coastal margins, Cresswell Ponds 

and adjoining fields was a key area where the maximum numbers were recorded (180 

in March 2013). However, in common with other waders, dunlin were generally more 

widespread in 2012-13, due to the presence of standing water in fields. 

3.7 Wintering owls and raptors 

Owls 

Short-eared owl 

 The frequency of short-eared owl (Asio flammeus) records varied significantly 

between winters. Short-eared owls were recorded quite frequently during most 

months in winter 2012-13, with up to 2 recorded foraging over dune grassland 

habitats and adjacent coastal fields.  In contrast, there was only one record during the 

whole of the 2013-14 survey (a single dusk flypast of the northern VP in December 

2013), and two records in the vicinity of Druridge Pools in November and December 

2014.  This is likely to be due to the greater severity of the winter in 2012-13 coupled 

with small mammal prey availability, leading to a greater influx of Scandinavian 

migrants and greater internal migration of UK upland breeding owls to the coast. 

Long-eared owl 

 There was only one long-eared owl (Asio otus) record from the winter surveys: a 

single individual in a small plantation on the dunes at the north end of Hemscott Hill 

Links in November 2012.  Long-eared owl are known to occur in the survey area in 

plantations and scrub habitats, but are more strictly nocturnal than other species, and 

therefore likely to be under-recorded. Given the coastal location of the record, it is 

possible that this was a migrant, rather than part of the resident population. 

Barn owl 

 Barn owl were regularly recorded during the winter survey programme, particularly 

during dawn / dusk goose and swan VP surveys.  Records were therefore mostly of 

birds foraging in the Cresswell Ponds / Hemscott Hill Farm area, on dune grassland 

near Druridge Pools, and the fields to the north.  Within the site, a barn owl was 
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found in Fox Covert plantation in November 2014, together with pellets and 

whitewash suggesting regular (non-breeding) use. 

 The status of barn owl as a breeding species in the survey area is set out in a separate 

confidential appendix. 

Diurnal raptors 

Peregrine falcon 

 Peregrine (Falco peregrinus) was occasionally recorded in all three winters, mostly 

hunting waders and starlings over coastal fields, wetlands and dune grasslands.  A 

peregrine were also observed roosting in a hawthorn near Cresswell Ponds. 

Merlin 

 The frequency of merlin (Falco columbarius) records was similar to that of short-

eared owl, with most records in winter 2012-13, none in 2013-14, and two in 

November – December 2014.  2012-13 records were mostly in the early part of the 

winter, over coastal wetlands and fields, as far west as the edge of the site (field S24).  

The December 2014 record was from the western edge of the site, flying along the 

edge of field Y11. 

3.8 Wintering passerines 

Twite 

 A flock of up to 80 twite (Linaria flavirostris) were recorded each winter foraging in 

the dune grassland on Hemscotthill Links, mostly in areas which were heavily 

disturbed by over-wintering cattle, with bare ground and abundant weed seeds.  In 

poor weather conditions twite were observed sheltering in dune hollows amongst the 

tall shoots of marram grass (Ammophila arenaria). 

 A more unusual record was of a flock of 18 on 24 March 2014 on an electricity 

distribution line over field Y7 (north of Highthorn) in the south-western part of the 

proposed site. 

Other species 

 The grazed areas of dune grassland (Hemscotthill Links and Chibburn Links) supported 

other species of over-wintering finches.  Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis) were by far 

the most abundant species, with a peak count of 167 feeding on thistles on Chibburn 

Links in December 2013.  As well as a food source, the grazed dunes provided an area 
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usually free of snow, although numbers built up well before harsh weather was 

experienced (e.g. a count of over 90 on Chibburn Links, 28 September 2013).  

 Starlings (Sturnus vulgaris) were also abundant on dune grassland habitats, with 

frequent flocks in fields further inland within and around the site, which were 

occasionally quite large (e.g. 400 in fields Y8 and Y34, 300 in S20). 

3.9 Coastal bird survey  

Species of intertidal habitats 

  Table 3.3 below shows waders utilising intertidal habitats recorded during the coastal 

bird survey.  Frequency of occurrence by month and count sector in both 2012-13 and 

2013-14 surveys, and maximum numbers are tabulated.  Additional data from other 

parts of the survey programme are added, such as VP surveys and winter bird surveys 

of dune grassland habitats. 

 Table 3.3: Coastal survey summary: waders of intertidal habitats    

Species 2012-13 2013-14 
Maxima for intertidal habitats from 
other surveys  

 
Freq Max Freq Max Max Notes 

oystercatcher 6 5 4 3 55 
Evening roost near Hemscotthill 
Burn, November 2012 

ringed plover 5 33 4 11 41 
Flock at Chibburn Mouth, 
September 2013 

grey plover 2 3 0 0 12 Two small flocks, September 2012 

knot  1 1 0 0 40 
Northern part of survey area, 
September 2012 

sanderling 6 133 6 128 70 
Largest single flock, November 
2014 

purple sandpiper 1 1 0 0 1 

On rock platform near Hemscott 
Hill, September 2012, January 2013 
only 

dunlin 2 13 1 1 47 

In two flocks in northern and 
central part of survey area, 
November 2012 

curlew 3 6 4 41 12 
Over beach near northern VP, 
November 2014 

redshank 2 2 4 8 2 Maximum in all other surveys 

turnstone 4 11 4 3 2 Maximum in all other surveys 
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  Other waders utilising intertidal habitats and recorded outside the coastal survey 

programme included lapwing (single in March 2014) and whimbrel (single in July 

2013). 

 Additional species recorded using the beach during the winter survey period included 

gulls, Arctic skua (one record in October 2013, with others from late summer / 

autumn), corvids, pied wagtail, meadow pipit and snow bunting.  A maximum of 

seven snow bunting were recorded in March 2014 during the coastal survey, with 

three in January 2014.  The flock of twite recorded at Hemscotthill Links in every 

winter from 2012-13 to 2014-15 occasionally foraged on the beach. 

 With the exception of sanderling, which favour sandy beach habitats, utilisation of 

the foreshore by waders was generally very limited. Sanderling were recorded most 

frequently and in higher numbers than any other species over both survey periods.  

Numbers are summarised in the chart belowoverleaf.  

 Chart 3.1: Summary of sanderling numbers 

  

 Although mean numbers were similar between winters (47.8 2012-13 vs. 51.7 2013-

14), there were large monthly variations in numbers recorded; apart from a 

suggestion of lower numbers in January and February of both years, this is not very 

consistent. 

 The spatial disposition of sanderling recorded along the beach during the coastal 

survey varied, with generally larger numbers in the northern part of the survey area 

(between Druridge Links and Chibburn Mouth) in 2012-13.  The largest numbers were 

at the north end of the survey area in 2013-14, but with reasonably large numbers 
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also seen in the south, between Hemscott Hill and Blakemoor.  Mean numbers by 

count sector are illustrated for each winter by Figures 3.3 and 3.4 below. 

 Fig. 3.3: Mean sanderling numbers by count sector, 2012-13 
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 Fig. 3.4: Mean sanderling numbers by count sector, 2013-14 
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Disturbance factors 

 Chart 3.2: Relationship between disturbance factors and sanderling 2013-14 

  

 Numbers of people, dogs and other disturbance factors on the beach were compared 

to sanderling and total numbers of other waders to determine if there was any 

apparent relationship. Results are summarised in the above chart. 

 The 2013-14 winter data (y-axis log-transformed) showed a strong negative 

correlation between numbers of people and sanderling using the beach (Pearson’s r 

=0.799, n =6, p= <0.1), and a very strong negative correlation between numbers of 

dogs and sanderling (r =0.902, n =6, p = <0.02). Only the inverse relationship between 

sanderling and dogs is statistically significant (at p = <0.05).  This contrasts with the 

results of the 2012-13 survey, which found a weak, non-significant relationship 

between sanderling and disturbance factors. This was possibly due to adverse 

weather depressing both visitor and bird numbers in December 2012,  coupled with a 

bigger and more representative spread of disturbance levels in the 2013-14 survey, 

which took in a wider range of times from early morning to late afternoon in order to 

stay within tidal parameters. 

Species recorded offshore 

 Table 3.4 overleaf shows frequency of occurrence and maximum numbers for all 

waterbird species recorded offshore.  These include wildfowl, cormorants, divers, 

grebes and auks. Gull movements offshore, and rafting gulls have not been tabulated. 
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 Table 3.4: Coastal survey – species recorded offshore  

Species 2012-13 2013-14 
Maximum recorded offshore during 
other surveys 

 
Freq Max Freq Max Max Notes 

whooper swan 0 0 1 17 0 
Single coastal survey record 
flying in from sea, October 2013 

shelduck 0 0 1 12 2 - 

mallard 0 0 1 1 0 - 

wigeon 2 38 1 27 103 Roosting on sea February 2013 

teal 1 2 2 55 6 
Flying offshore, September 
2013 

eider 3 10 1 2 10 
Northern part of survey area, 
January 2014 

long-tailed duck 1 1 3 3 3 

Small flock on sea, November 
2013; more records on coastal 
ponds 

common scoter 5 127 5 104 200 

Exact count, July 2014; much 
larger numbers reported by 
other observers 

velvet scoter 1 1 0 0 0 
No other records despite 
careful checks of CX flocks 

goldeneye 1 4 1 4 2 - 

red-breasted merganser 3 4 6 11 6 
February 2014; also flock of 5, 
August 2013 

red-throated diver 4 22 5 175 15 
Part of larger numbers, January 
2014  

black-throated diver 0 0 1 1 0 - 

gannet 1 3 3 2 15 

Well offshore, October 2013; 
larger movements would be 
recorded by timed surveys in 
late summer / autumn 

cormorant 4 2 4 5 2 - 

shag 6 37 4 3 3 - 

Slavonian grebe 1 1 0 0 1 - 

great crested grebe 0 0 2 2 1 Single, January 2014 

red-necked grebe 0 0 0 0 1 
Summer plumage, off northern 
VP, September 2014 

guillemot 3 9 2 256 10 
Part of larger numbers, January 
2014  

razorbill 3 1 2 2 13 
Largest single group, October 
2012 

Comparison with WeBS data 

 Comparison of species recorded in the coastal bird survey with the WeBS data 

summarised in Table 3.1 above illustrates some similarities and differences.  The 

Creswell – Chevington Burn sector is comparable with the coastal survey area, whilst 

including some rocky foreshore habitat close to Cresswell village; the Chevington 

Burn – Hauxley sector provides a context for the whole of Druridge Bay, whilst also 

including more rocky foreshore habitat. 
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 With respect to intertidal habitats, peak numbers of sanderling were higher in both 

winters than the WeBS counts, with a 5-year peak of 80 compared to 133 in 2012-13 

and 128 in 2013-14.  This may be due to methodological differences in using a count 

method specifically designed for non-estuarine shorelines in the present survey, 

which would allow a more accurate summation of species which are scattered along 

the shoreline such as sanderling.  In contrast, numbers of other waders were similar 

or greater in the WeBS data.  These include species more likely to occur in more 

aggregated flocks (e.g. ringed plover) and species where larger numbers are likely on 

rocky foreshores (e.g. oystercatcher, roosting curlew).  Bearing these differences in 

mind, and taking into account the northern Druridge Bay sector, a number of further 

points are relevant: 

 Sanderling numbers in WeBS data are higher in the northern part of the bay, 

suggesting numbers in the present survey may only reflect less than half of the 

bay-wide total; 

 The very low numbers of purple sandpiper in the present survey are reflected 

in the WeBS data, but higher numbers (mean peak 15) are present in the 

northern part of the bay; and 

 Turnstone numbers in the southern part of the bay are higher in WeBS data 

(maximum 11 vs. 14 mean peak and 21 5-year maximum), but numbers are 

much higher in the northern part of the bay. 

 With respect to offshore records, numbers of wigeon and red-breasted merganser are 

comparable between the WeBS data and the survey results. Red-throated diver 

numbers in 2012-13 are comparable to the WeBS peak mean (22 vs. 25), but the 5-

year WeBS peak of 42 was greatly exceeded by the count of 175 in the January 2014 

coastal survey.  The estimate of 256 guillemots recorded in the same survey also 

seems exceptional based on WeBS data.  Conversely common scoter numbers were 

probably underestimated in the survey programme, with a 5-year peak of 427 in the 

WeBS counts compared to 127 in the coastal surveys and 200 in all surveys. 

3.10 Breeding bird survey 

 A total of 49 species were assessed as having at least ‘possible’ breeding status in 

accordance with BTO breeding evidence criteria (see Appendix 3.4.4), with up to 651 

territories in the whole survey area (as defined in Figure 3.5 below).  Species codes 

used overleaf are provided in the species list in Appendix 3.4.3. 
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 Fig. 3.5: Breeding bird territories 2014 (at least ‘possible breeder’) 

 

 The most abundant breeding species was chaffinch, with 85 territories in 2014, 

followed by skylark with 73.  Of particular note were an estimated 38 breeding pairs 

of tree sparrow, largely clustered in colonies at Highthorn and Blakemoor Farm, with 
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smaller numbers elsewhere. Estimated numbers are tabulated below in order of 

abundance for the whole survey area and proposed site. 

 Table 3.5: Estimated number of breeding bird pairs / territories 

Species 
BOCC 
status Possible Probable Confirmed Total 

Within 
site 

chaffinch green 32 52 1 85 14 

skylark red 34 39 0 73 26 

tree sparrow red 8 0 30 38 0 

wren green 21 15 0 36 1 

lapwing red 5 18 8 31 6 

meadow pipit amber 7 19 0 26 7 

goldfinch green 22 0 2 24 4 

house sparrow red 20 1 2 23 0 

robin green 16 5 1 22 1 

reed bunting amber 12 8 0 20 3 

whitethroat amber 11 9 0 20 1 

chiffchaff green 12 6 0 18 1 

linnet red 16 0 1 17 3 

blackbird green 3 13 0 16 3 

sedge warbler green 11 3 0 14 2 

sand martin amber 0 0 14 14 0 

dunnock amber 12 1 0 13 1 

coal tit green 10 1 1 12 2 

swallow amber 4 0 8 12 2 

yellowhammer red 4 7 0 11 6 

pied wagtail green 10 0 1 11 2 

willow warbler amber 7 4 0 11 0 

mallard green 8 2 0 10 1 

blue tit green 7 2 0 9 1 

oystercatcher amber 7 2 0 9 1 

curlew amber 3 4 0 7 1 

yellow wagtail red 4 0 2 6 3 

great tit green 6 0 0 6 1 

grasshopper 
warbler 

red 
5 0 0 5 0 

grey heron green 0 0 5 5 0 

stonechat green 4 1 0 5 0 

snipe amber 2 2 0 4 2 

grey partridge red 2 2 0 4 1 

house martin amber 0 0 4 4 0 

gadwall amber 3 0 0 3 1 

blackcap green 2 1 0 3 0 

coot green 2 0 1 3 0 

goldcrest green 2 1 0 3 0 

song thrush red 1 1 1 3 0 

shoveler amber 3 0 0 3 0 

buzzard green 0 2 0 2 0 

mute swan green 0 0 2 2 0 

starling red 1 0 1 2 0 
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Species 
BOCC 
status Possible Probable Confirmed Total 

Within 
site 

jackdaw green 0 0 1 1 1 

greylag goose none 0 0 1 1 0 

little owl none 0 1 0 1 0 

magpie green 0 0 1 1 0 

moorhen green 1 0 0 1 0 

reed warbler green 1 0 0 1 0 

  Data from the 2013 breeding season are broadly similar, but do not cover comparable 

areas or include all the site, so have not been presented here; on-going surveys in 

2015 include all of the proposed site, and will be comparable with respect to the site 

and other areas in common, while extending coverage south to the Warkworth Lane 

area. 

 Figure 3.5 illustrates that the highest density of breeding territories are in plantations, 

although species diversity is low, particularly in the predominantly coniferous 

shelterbelts in the northern (Chibburn) section of the survey area, and dominated by 

species which are both common and have a favourable (‘green list’) conservation 

status.  Of greater relevance in terms of the following conservation evaluation are 

numbers of farmland breeding birds with less favourable conservation status (‘red 

list’ and ‘amber list’ species), including birds associated with open fields such as 

skylark and lapwing, and hedgerow and scrub-breeding species such as 

yellowhammer, reed bunting and linnet.   
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4 Evaluation of ornithological interest 

4.1 Evaluation criteria 

 The purpose of this section is to identify ornithological interest features to be 

considered in the ecological impact assessment within the EIA.  The following criteria 

are of relevance in identifying important features: 

 Special Protection Areas (SPA) and Ramsar site qualifying features in the site 

and wider survey area; 

 Breeding and non-breeding populations of other Annex I and regularly 

occurring migratory species in the site and wider survey area; 

 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) qualifying features in the site and wider 

survey area; 

 Breeding species with special protection through listing on Schedule 1 of the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (details in confidential appendix);  

 Bird species identified as being of principal importance for the conservation of 

biodiversity in England, listed on Section 41 of the Natural Environment and 

Rural Communities Act 2006; and 

 Species and species groups with unfavourable conservation status in Britain, 

including those with Red and Amber listing in BTO Birds of Conservation 

Concern. 

 These are considered in turn below, with an assessment of their geographic scale of 

importance.  This makes use where relevant of the ‘1% threshold’ for identification of 

important populations at a given geographic scale, published by BTO as a spreadsheet 

for GB and international populations up to the 2012-13 season.  

 Further details of the legal, policy and conservation science basis for the application 

of the above criteria is given in the ecological impact assessment in the 

Environmental Statement.  

4.2 SPA qualifying features 

Northumbria Coast SPA 

 Northumbria Coast SPA is designated for the presence of non-breeding populations of 

purple sandpiper and turnstone, and breeding populations of little tern. 
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 Little tern and purple sandpiper are listed on Annex I of the Birds Directive and qualify 

under Article 4.1 of the Directive; turnstone is a regularly occurring migratory species 

which qualifies under Article 4.2. 

 The status of these species on site and in the wider survey area is summarised in the 

table below, with an assessment of the importance of the area in maintaining their 

conservation status within the SPA: 

 Table 4.1: Status of Northumbria Coast SPA qualifying features 

Species Status on site / in wider area Importance of site / Druridge 

Bay 

little tern Overflight of dunes and coast by 2 birds on one 

occasion 

Not important; nearest 

breeding site >30km north of 

survey area 

purple sandpiper One record of 1 bird on exposed rock platform on 

coast near Hemscott Hill; few WeBS records from 

south of bay, 5-year mean peak of 15 north of 

bay. 

Not important; rocky 

foreshore in north part of bay 

is nearest area which 

contributes to international 

importance of SPA 

turnstone Small numbers (maximum 11, usually <3), on 66% 

of coastal surveys; WeBS data 5-year mean peak 

of  14 south of bay, 69 north of bay 

Not important; sandy coast of 

bay (including Hemscott rock 

platform) not important, but 

rocky foreshore areas to 

north and south (particularly 

north) do contribute to 

international importance of 

SPA  

Coquet Island SPA 

 Coquet Island is designated for the presence of breeding populations of four species 

of tern: roseate tern (Sterna dougallii), Sandwich tern (Sterna sandvicensis), Arctic 

tern (Sterna paradisaea) and common tern (Sterna hirundo), all of which are Annex I 

species.  Other qualifying features under Article 4.2 include the breeding population 

of puffin (Fratercula arctica), and a breeding seabird assemblage of over 20,000 pairs.  

The table below summarises their status in the survey area, and its importance for 

maintaining their conservation status in the SPA. 
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 Table 4.2: Status of Coquet Island SPA qualifying features 

Species Status on site / in wider area Importance of site / Druridge 

Bay 

roseate tern Not recorded during survey; Atlas records 

maximum summering individuals 7 from NZ29T 

(north part of survey area), 1-2 further south. 

Not important; no evidence 

of regular use of this part of 

bay. 

Sandwich tern Frequently recorded in small numbers (groups of 

17) carrying sandeels and foraging sometimes 

close inshore; one record of 35 loafing to north of 

survey area at Chibburn Mouth, but disturbance 

levels normally too high to utilise foreshore.  

Consistent with Atlas data (max. 25-35). 

Local importance as part of 

wider foraging area for 

populations breeding in SPA; 

beach would probably be 

used more often with lower 

disturbance. 

Arctic tern Less frequently recorded off survey area than 

Sandwich tern, 160 loafing on foreshore at 

Chibburn Mouth on one occasion. 

Local importance although 

probably less so than for 

Sandwich tern; beach would 

probably be used more often 

with lower disturbance. 

common tern Small numbers foraging offshore and on coastal 

wetlands, consistent with Atlas data (max. 12). 

Not important; smaller 

numbers recorded compared 

to other terns. 

puffin No confirmed records offshore in survey, max. 30 

in one sector in Atlas survey. 

Not important; likely to 

forage further offshore. 

  

4.3 Other Annex I and regularly occurring migratory species 

Annex I species recorded in survey 

 A total of 23 Annex I species were recorded in the survey, and are listed in Appendix 

3.4.3.  Additional Annex I species are included in the WeBS and Atlas records. 

 Some of these are of casual or irregular occurrence in the survey area (e.g. great 

white egret (Ardea alba), osprey (Pandion haliaetus)), while others are recorded in 

too small numbers to be considered potentially important as an ecological interest 

feature.  The following require more detailed consideration in relation to their 

national or international importance thresholds. 
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 Table 4.3: Annex I Birds Directive species 

Species  1% importance 

threshold 

Status on site / in wider area Importance of site / 

Druridge Bay 

whooper swan 110 (GB) 

270 (Intnl.) 

Up to 80 recorded in survey area, 

161 in Atlas data; usually much 

lower numbers recorded during 

survey (0 – 41). 

Site not important / 

wider area regional 

up to national 

importance. 

red-throated diver 170 (GB) 

2,600 (Intnl.) 

Regularly present in bay, maximum 

145 in survey, WeBS 5-year peak 

mean 42 

Bay of regional 

importance, peak 

count close to 

national threshold. 

bittern 6 (GB) 

65 (Intnl.) 

Reported from Cresswell Pond 

reedbed 2012-13 winter, 1-3 in 

Atlas data from wider area. 

Reedbeds potentially 

of regional 

importance if 

occurrence was more 

regular. 

marsh harrier n/a See confidential appendix for 

details of status 

Regional importance 

as rare species with 

expanding population 

colonising NE 

England. 

avocet 75 (GB) 

730 (Intnl.) 

See confidential appendix for 

details of status 

golden plover 4,000 (GB) 

9,300 (Intnl.) 

Maximum 110, usually smaller 

numbers present, but Atlas data 

maxima higher (350 – 710). 

Local importance – 

larger flocks occur 

elsewhere in County 

short-eared owl n/a At least 2 regular in 2012-13; none 

2013-14 and few 2014-15. 

Importance variable 

between winters but 

dune grassland could 

be up to regional 

importance in severe 

conditions. 

merlin n/a 1-2 regular 2012-13, few records in 

subsequent winters. 
peregrine n/a 

Regularly occurring migratory species 

 The table overleaf lists potentially important migratory species which occur in 

wintering, passage or breeding numbers which may be at least locally significant. 
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 Table 4.4: Regularly occurring migratory species 

Species  1% threshold Status on site / in wider area Importance of site / 

Druridge Bay 

pink-footed goose 3,600 (GB) 

3,500 (Intl.) 

>5000 in survey area in 2012-13; 

4000 in wider area in 2013-14 but 

<3000 on site; <1500 in wider area 

Oct – Dec 2014. 

International 

importance in 2012-

13, below threshold 

in subsequent 

seasons. 

wigeon  4,400 (GB) 

15,000 (Intl.) 

300 – 800 regularly present, 

exceptionally up to 2000 reported. 

Up to County level 

importance 

(Lindisfarne area 

holds much larger 

flocks) 

teal 2,100 (GB) 

5,000 (Intl.) 

Maximum 290 from Druridge Pools 

(‘Budge Fields’), regular occurrence 

in smaller numbers; maximum Atlas 

count 432. 

Coastal wetlands of 

Local importance. 

common scoter 1000 (GB) 

5,500 (Intl.) 

Maximum 200 offshore in survey, 

427 WeBS (113 mean peak), 1000 

Atlas data. 

Bay can reach 

national threshold, 

more regularly of 

regional importance. 

lapwing winter: 

6,200 (GB) 

20,000 (Intl.) 

(UK breeding 

population 

156,000 pairs, 

North region 

17,0001) 

Maxima 350 (Atlas data up to 800) 

wintering, up to 31 breeding pairs (6 

on site). 

Wintering and 

breeding population 

both of at least local 

importance. 

ringed plover 340 (GB) 

730 (Intl.) 

Maximum (autumn passage) 41 at 

Chibburn Mouth (24 Atlas, 50 WeBS); 

usually much smaller numbers 

present. 

Coast no more than 

local importance for 

non-breeding birds. 

                                                 
1 Wilson et al (2001) 
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Species  1% threshold Status on site / in wider area Importance of site / 

Druridge Bay 

whimbrel GB n/a 

6,700 (Intl.) 

Passage migrant, particularly spring – 

maximum 18 (Atlas 46). 

Druridge Pools up to 

County-level 

importance as 

staging post. 

curlew 1,400 (GB) 

8,400 (Intl.) 

Winter and passage visitor, 

maximum 114 (Atlas 205). 

Breeding season up to 7 territories (1 

on site). 

Up to local 

importance for both 

non-breeding and 

breeding 

populations. 

sanderling 160 (GB) 

1,200 (Intl.) 

Winter visitor to shoreline, maximum 

133 (WeBS 80 max / peak mean). 

South part of bay of 

regional importance, 

Druridge Bay as a 

whole national 

importance.  Also 

SSSI qualifying 

feature. 

redshank 1,200 (GB) 

2,400 (Intl.) 

Maximum 140 at Cresswell Ponds 

(Atlas 281), mostly present in much 

smaller numbers. 

Cresswell Ponds of no 

more than local 

importance. 

 

4.5 SSSI qualifying features 

Northumberland Shore SSSI 

 Northumberland Shore SSSI is designated for supporting national or internationally 

significant populations of the following species of birds: 

 turnstone; 

 purple sandpiper; 

 sanderling; 

 ringed plover; 

 redshank; and 

 golden plover. 
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 The importance of the survey area to turnstone and purple sandpiper has been 

considered in the context of the SPA, as they are also SPA qualifying features; other 

species have been considered above in terms of their status as ‘Article 4.2’ regularly 

occurring migratory species. 

 Although all of these species occur in the southern part of Druridge Bay, and 

therefore contribute to the total populations of the SSSI, with the exception of 

sanderling numbers are small, and the area does not support a significant part of the 

total SSSI population.  In contrast, annual peak sanderling numbers in Druridge Bay as 

a whole are likely to exceed the national importance threshold alone, emphasising its 

importance for this species. 

Cresswell Ponds SSSI 

 Although Cresswell Ponds is primarily designated for its brackish lagoon habitat with 

associated specialist invertebrate fauna, the citation states the following: 

 “Cresswell Ponds are noted for the occurrence of unusual birds on migration and are 

used as feeding and roosting areas by wintering waders and wildfowl”. 

4.6 Schedule 1 breeding species 

 Schedule 1 breeding species are considered in more detail in the confidential 

appendix.  The conclusions from this have been incorporated in the ecological impact 

assessment; a key fact which does not disclose breeding locations is that barn owl can 

be considered of District-level importance, as part of a wider breeding population on 

the SE Northumberland coastal plain. 

4.7 Section 41 priority species 

A total of 20 priority species listed on Section 41 of the Natural Environment and 

Rural Communities Act 2006 were recorded in the survey (excluding black-tailed 

godwit because the Icelandic population does not have priority species status).  These 

are listed below with an assessment of their importance in the survey area, and GB 

population size (taken from BTO Bird Facts website except where stated). 

  



 

Highthorn surface mine 48 Argus Ecology Ltd. 
Bird surveys  June 2015 

 Table 4.5: Priority species recorded in survey 

Species  GB population 

size 

Status on site / in wider area Importance of site / 

Druridge Bay 

brent goose 95,000 birds 

(winter) 

One record of 30 offshore. Not important 

scaup 5,200 birds 

(winter) 

Small numbers (1-2) on coastal 

wetlands. 

Not important 

common scoter 100,000 birds 

(winter) 

Regular offshore (see above), up to 

1000 recorded. 

Regional importance 

grey partridge 43,000 

territories 

Widespread in survey area (dunes 

and farmland), at least 4 territories 

Local importance 

lapwing 130,000 pairs 

(breeding) 

Up to 800 winter, 31 breeding pairs 

(6 on site) 

Local importance 

curlew 66,000 pairs 

(breeding) 

Up to 205 winter, 7 territories Local importance 

herring gull 130,000 pairs 

(breeding) 

Abundant on coast, maximum 

feeding in fields 120 

Not important 

skylark 1.4m territories 

(breeding) 

73 territories in survey area (26 on 

site) 

Local importance 

grasshopper 

warbler 

13,000 

territories 

5 territories in coastal dunes  Local importance 

starling 1.8m pairs 

(breeding) 

East Chevington reedbed north of 

site used as winter roost, flocks of up 

to 400 in fields and dune grassland 

Local importance 

(winter) 

song thrush 1.1m territories 

(breeding) 

3 territories in survey area. Not important 

dunnock 2.3m territories 

(breeding) 

13 territories in survey area. Not important 

house sparrow 5.1m pairs 

(breeding) 

23 pairs estimated in survey area. Not important 
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Species  GB population 

size 

Status on site / in wider area Importance of site / 

Druridge Bay 

tree sparrow 180,000 

territories 

38 pairs in survey area including 2 

colonies.  

District-level 

importance 

yellow wagtail 15,000 

territories 

Up to 6 territories, including 

confirmed breeding. 

District-level 

importance 

bullfinch 190,000 

territories 

Only recorded once in survey. Not important 

linnet 410,000 

territories 

17 territories in survey area; winter 

flocks of up to 75 on dune grassland. 

Local importance 

twite 100,000* birds 

(winter– *RSPB) 

Up to 80 regularly wintering on dune 

grassland. 

District-level 

importance 

lesser redpoll 190,000 pairs 

(breeding) 

Only recorded once in survey. Not important 

yellowhammer 700,000 

territories 

11 territories (6 within site). Local importance 

reed bunting 230,000 

territories 

20 territories (3 within site). Local importance 

  

4.8 Other Red and Amber List species 

Red List species 

 A total of 23 Red List species were recorded in the survey, and are shown in Appendix 

3.4.3. Most Red List species are included in the above Section 41 priority species list.  

Additional species occur as migrants or winter visitors in the survey area, but are red-

listed because of their rates of decline or vulnerability as breeding species; these 

comprise Arctic skua, ring ouzel (both migratory species), redwing and fieldfare 

(migratory and wintering species).  The level of non-breeding usage of the survey area 

and site is not sufficient to identify any of these species as ecological interest 

features. 

Amber List species 

 A total of 81 Amber List species were recorded in the survey, and are shown in 

Appendix 3.4.3.  Some have been considered under the above categories.  After 
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reviewing the remainder, one species, snow bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis) could be 

considered to be at least local conservation interest, because of the quite regular 

occurrence of flocks of up to 10 on the beach in winter.  Snow bunting are Amber-

listed because of a small breeding population, but they should be identified as an 

interest feature of local importance because they are still relatively uncommon in 

winter (population size estimated 10-15000, RSPB).   

  

   

 



 

Highthorn surface mine 51 Argus Ecology Ltd. 
Bird surveys  June 2015 

5 Summary and conclusions 

 Key ornithological interest features in the survey area and surroundings can be 

summarised as follows: 

 Internationally important populations of pink-footed geese in the wider area in 

at least some winters, including large numbers on site which are just below 

importance thresholds on occasion; 

 Nationally important numbers of sanderling in Druridge Bay as a whole; 

 Regionally important numbers of whooper swans on farmland to the south of 

the site, using Cresswell Pond as a roost, although mitigation fields for 

Lynemouth windfarm do not appear to have frequent use; 

 Common scoter and red-throated diver numbers offshore reach regional 

importance levels, red-throated diver close to national importance threshold 

on one occasion; 

 Farmland bird assemblage includes two species of District-level importance, 

yellow wagtail and tree sparrow, together with good numbers of lapwing, 

skylark, grey partridge, yellowhammer and reed bunting, as well as curlew;  

 Twite flock on dunes has high site fidelity and can be considered at least 

District-level importance; 

 Migration staging post function of coastal wetlands is important, spring-

numbers of whimbrel are significant due to smaller migrating population, 

assessed as District-level importance; and 

 A range of other species, including wintering waders associated with wetlands 

and fields, and foraging tern species in summer offshore can be considered as 

features of local conservation interest. 

 These features provide the basis for assessing the ornithological impacts of the 

proposed development, and suggest species and species groups which can be used to 

measure the success of mitigation and enhancement measures.  
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Appendix 3.4.1 Pink-footed goose distribution and movements 

Fig. A1.1:  2012-13 distribution – maximum numbers per field 
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Fig. A1.2: 2013-14 distribution – maximum numbers per field 
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Fig A1.3: Oct – Dec 2014 distribution – maximum numbers per field 
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Fig. A1.4:  Summary of dusk flights, 2012-13 
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Fig. A1.5:  Summary of dawn flights, 2012-13 
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Fig. A1.6:  Summary of dusk flights, 2013-14 
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Fig. A1.7:  Summary of dawn flights, 2013-14 
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Fig. A1.8:  Summary of dusk flights, Oct – Dec 2014 
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Fig. A1.9:  Summary of dawn flights, Oct – Dec 2014 
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Appendix 3.4.2: Non-breeding wader distribution 

Fig A2.1:  Lapwing distribution, winter 2012-13 
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Fig. A2.2:  Lapwing distribution, winter 2013-14 
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Fig. A2.3:  Lapwing distribution, Oct – Dec 2014 
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Fig A2.4:  Curlew distribution, winter 2012-13 
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Fig. A2.5:  Curlew distribution, winter 2013-14 
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Fig. A2.6:  Curlew distribution, Oct – Dec 2014 
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Fig. A2.7:  Golden plover distribution, winter 2012-13 
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Fig. A2.8:  Golden plover distribution, winter 2013-14 
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Fig. A2.9:  Golden plover distribution, Oct – Dec 2014 
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Fig. A2.10: Redshank distribution, winter 2012-13 
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Fig. A2.11: Redshank distribution, winter 2013-14 
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Fig. A2.12: Redshank distribution, Oct – Dec 2014 
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Fig A2.13: Dunlin distribution, winter 2012-13 
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Fig A2.14: Dunlin distribution, winter 2013-14 
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Fig A2.15: Dunlin distribution, Oct – Dec 2014 
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Appendix 3.4.3: Birds recorded in surveys, including conservation status 

(Anx 1 = Annex I Birds Directive; Sch 1 = Schedule 1 Wildlife and Countryside Act; S41 = Section 41 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act)  

English name Scientific name 
BTO 
code Anx 1 Sch 1 S41 BOCC Status on site 

mute swan Cygnus olor MS 
   

green 
Small numbers breeding on coastal wetlands; up to 14 recorded foraging in 
fields in winter 

whooper swan Cygnus cygnus WS √ √ 
 

amber 
Roosting on Cresswell Pond, 33 in February 2014; maximum >80 passing 
through survey area Oct 2013 - see main text for further details 

pink-footed goose Anas brachyrhynchus PG 
   

amber Abundant winter visitor on agricultural fields, Sep-Feb 

greylag goose Anser anser GJ 
   

amber* 
Feral population breeding; larger numbers in winter may involve migratory 
population, maximum 455 overnight roost at Druridge Pools, 13/12/13 

Canada goose Branta canadensis CG 
   

none Feral population recorded in usually small numbers within survey area 

barnacle goose Branta leucopsis BY √ 
  

amber 7 flying north over beach, 09/10/12; up to 2 with pink-footed geese flocks 

brent goose Branta bernicla BG 
  

√ amber Flock of 30 flying north over sea, 25/09/14 

shelduck Tadorna tadorna SU 
   

amber 
Widespread on dunes, coastal wetlands and flooded fields, breeding in area. 
Maximum count 17, including 15 juveniles at Cresswell Pond 

Mandarin duck Aix galericulata MN    none Single record of male in May 2015 near flooded area in field S26 

wigeon Anas penelope WN 
   

amber 
Abundant on coastal wetlands, occasionally rafting on sea; max count 620 
19/02/14 moving between sea and Cresswell Pond 

gadwall Anas strepera GA 
   

amber 
Resident / winter visitor in coastal wetands and ditches; maximum 65 on 
Cresswell Ponds, 25/09/12 

teal Anas crecca T. 
   

amber 
Abundant on coastal wetlands, max count 290 Budge Fields 09/01/14, counts 
may underestimate numbers  

mallard Anas platyrhynchos MA 
   

amber 
Common resident and winter visitor, up to 90 on Hemscott Hill and Cresswell 
Ponds 

pintail Anas acuta PT 
   

amber Few records of up to 6 birds, Cresswell and Druridge Pools 

shoveler Anas clypeata SV 
   

amber 
Quite frequent in coastal wetlands, occasionally in flooded fields - max 16 at 
Budge Fields, Druridge Pools 

pochard Aythya ferina PO 
   

amber Few records, small numbers on Cresswell, Druridge and Hemscott Hill Ponds 
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English name Scientific name 
BTO 
code Anx 1 Sch 1 S41 BOCC Status on site 

tufted duck Aythya fuligula TU 
   

amber 
Frequent records from coastal ponds in usually small numbers, max 50 
Cresswell Pond 25/09/12 

scaup Aythya marila SP 
 

√ √ red Few records of 1-2 birds, Cresswell Pond and Druridge Pool 

eider Somateria mollissima E. 
   

amber Small numbers offshore, maximum 10 06/01/14 

long-tailed duck Clangula hyemalis LN 
 

√ 
 

green 
Winter visitor with small numbers (1-3) offshore, on Cresswell Pond and 
Druridge Pools 

common scoter Melanitta nigra CX 
 

√ √ red 
Recorded offshore with largest numbers in late summer (max. 200 in survey, 
30/07/14); singles in winter on Druridge Pools and Cresswel Ponds 

velvet scoter Melanitta fusca VS 
 

√ 
 

amber Single record offshore in October 2012 

goldeneye Bucephala clangula GN 
   

amber 
Winter visitor - small numbers offshore and in coastal wetlands - maximum 
count 6 at Cresswell Pond, March 2014 

red-breasted 
merganser Mergus serrator RM 

   
green 

Small numbers offshore and on coastal wetlands, max 8 Cresswell Ponds 
05/12/12 

red-legged 
partridge Alectoris rufa RL 

   
none Two records only on farmland 

grey partridge Perdix perdix P. 
   

red Widely distributed breeding on dune grassland and agricultural land 

pheasant Phasianus colchicus PH 
   

none Frequent in fields and plantations, reared for shooting within survey area 

red-throated diver Gavia stellata RH √ √ 
 

amber Regular visitor offshore most of year, max count 175, January 2014 

black-throated 
diver Gavia arctica BV √ √ 

 
amber Single record offshore  

fulmar Fulmarus glacialis F. 
   

amber Relatively very few coastal records from survey area 

gannet Sula bassana GX 
   

amber Frequent offshore in summer / autumn, fewer winter records 

cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo CA 
   

green 
Small numbers frequently recorded foraging offshore and on coastal ponds, 
including Hemscott Hill ponds 

shag 
Phalacrocorax 
aristotelis SA 

   
amber Small numbers offshore, maximum 37 Nov 14 

little egret Egretta garzetta ET √ 
  

amber Occasional records of small numbers (1-3) in coastal wetlands 

great white egret Ardea alba HW √ 
  

n/a Rare visitor - 1 at Druridge Pools 02/05/14 
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English name Scientific name 
BTO 
code Anx 1 Sch 1 S41 BOCC Status on site 

grey heron Ardea cinerea H. 
   

green Breeding  resident, frequent in wetlands and fields 

spoonbill Platalea leucorodia NB √ √ 
 

amber 2 at Druridge Pools, 11/06/14 

little grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis LG 
   

amber Small numbers on coastal wetlands, maximum 8 Druridge Pools 28/09/13 

great crested grebe Podiceps cristatus GG 
   

green 
Occasional on sea and coastal wetlands, maximum 6 at Cresswell Pond, 
26/03/14 

red-necked grebe Podiceps grisegena RX 
   

amber Single record offshore, 10/09/14 

Slavonian grebe Podiceps auritus SZ √ √ 
 

amber Single record in survey on sea, quite close inshore on spring tide 15/01/13 

marsh harrier Circus aeruginosus MR √ √ 
 

amber Recorded March - September over wetlands and fields 

sparrowhawk Accipter nisus SH 
   

green Occasional in plantations and hunting over fields and wetlands 

buzzard Buteo buteo BZ 
   

green Resident in survey area 

osprey Pandion haliaetus OP √ 
  

amber Single over Druridge Pools 19/05/15, gaining height and moving south 

water rail  Rallus aquaticus WA 
   

green Two records from Cresswell Pond 

moorhen Gallinula chloropus MH 
   

green 
Frequent in small numbers in coastal wetlands, max count 12 at Drurudge 
Pools, February 2014  

coot Fulica atra CO 
   

green 
Resident on coastal wetlands, maximum count 66 at Cresswell Ponds, 
23/07/13 

avocet Recurvirostra avosetta AV √ √ 
 

amber 
Up to 10 recorded on Cresswell Pond March - July, occasionally overflying 
other parts of survey area  

oystercatcher 
Haematopus 
ostralegus OC 

   
amber 

Occasional on beach and coastal fields / wetlands, maximum 32 on field S27, 
06/01/14 

golden plover Pluvialis apricaria GP √ 
  

amber 
Winter visitor mostly in coastal fields, maximum count 110 in field S9, 
25/09/12 

grey plover Pluvialis squatarola GV 
   

amber 
Few records from coast, maximum 8 on 25/09/12; 1 on Cresswell Pond 
12/12/13 

lapwing Vanellus vanellus L. 
  

√ red 
Breeding resident / winter visitor, several counts >300 in coastal fields and 
wetlands 

little ringed plover Charadrius dubius LP 
 

√ 
 

green Few records from coastal wetlands - 2 at Cresswell 19/05/15 
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English name Scientific name 
BTO 
code Anx 1 Sch 1 S41 BOCC Status on site 

ringed plover Charadrius hiaticula RP 
   

amber 
Occasional on foreshore, flooded fields and coastal wetlands; max 41 Chibburn 
Mouth, 28/09/13 

whimbrel Numenius phaeopus WM 
 

√ 
 

red 
Migrant with records from beach and coastal fields, maximum in survey 18 at 
Budge Fields, 02/05/14 

curlew Numenius arquata CU 
  

√ amber Frequent records from coastal fields, maximum 114 in N6, 31/03/13 

black-tailed godwit Limosa limosa BW 
  

√** red** 
40 on flooded field north of Druridge Pools, 25/09/12; 35 on Cresswell Pond 
and adjacent field S27, 22/10/14 

bar-tailed godwit Limosa lapponica BA √ 
  

amber 3 in coastal fields north of Druridge Pools, October 2012 

turnstone Arenaria interpres TT 
   

amber 
Recorded infrequently and in small numbers on shore, max inland count 5 at 
Cresswell Pond on spring tide, 22/10/13 

knot Calidris canuta KN 
   

amber Rare on coast, maximum 20 on 25/09/12 

sanderling Calidris alba SS 
   

green 
Frequent on beach in winter, usually relatively small flocks (exceptionally 91 on 
12/12/13); see shorebird survey for wider area counts   

dunlin Calidris alpina DN √*** 
  

red 
Winter / passage visitor to coastal fields and wetlands - maximum 96 adjacent 
to Cresswell Ponds 19/03/13 

purple sandpiper Calidris maritima PS 
 

√ 
 

amber Single records from coast Sep 2012, Jan 2013 

common sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos CS 
   

amber One record in field N6, 25/04/13 

spotted redshank Tringa ochropus DR    amber Recorded August 2013 at Cresswell Ponds 

greenshank Tringa nebularia GK 
 

√ 
 

green Migrant - single records at Cresswell Ponds 

redshank Tringa totanus RK 
   

amber 
Frequent in coastal wetlands and fields, max 140 Cresswell Ponds; occasional 
on foreshore 

jack snipe Lymnocryptes minimus JS 
   

amber At Cresswell Pond, November 2012  

woodcock Scolopax rusticola WK 
   

amber 
Winter records from plantations, frequency varied greatly between winters - 
most in 2012-13 

snipe Gallinago gallinago SN 
   

amber 
Small numbers widely distributed in wetland patches in winter, breeding at 
Druridge Pools; max 35 Cresswell Ponds, 20/11/14 

Arctic skua Stercorarius parasiticus AC 
   

red 
Recorded Jul. - Sept. over shore and (once) over dunes, 6 records within survey 
of both dark and light-phase birds 

great skua Stercorarius skua NX 
   

amber 1 over Cresswell Pond, 25/09/12 
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English name Scientific name 
BTO 
code Anx 1 Sch 1 S41 BOCC Status on site 

razorbill Alca torda RA 
   

amber Small numbers occasional offshore 

guillemot Uria aalge GU 
   

amber Occasional small numbers offshore, exceptional count of 256 in January 2014 

little tern Sternula albifrons AF √ √ 
 

amber 2 recorded overflying  dunes and sea from direction of Druridge Pools,  

Sandwich tern Sterna sandvicensis TE √ 
  

amber Frequent summer visitor foraging close inshore 

common tern Sterna hirundo CN √ 
  

amber Summer visitor to shore and Cresswell Ponds 

Arctic tern Sterna paradisaea AE √ 
  

amber Summer visitor to coast - max. 160 at Chibburn Mouth, 23/07/13 

kittiwake Rissa tridactyla KI 
   

amber Occasional records offshore 

black-headed gull 
Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus BH 

   
amber 

Abundant on coast, occasional large numbers foraging in fields - maximum 350 
in S9, 21/02/14 

little gull Hydrocoloeus minutus LU √ √ 
 

amber Occasional records in spring / summer on coastal wetlands 

Mediterranean gull Larus melanocephalus MU √ √ 
 

amber Few records from shoreline in summer / autumn 

common gull Larus canus CM 
   

amber 
Common on coast and foraging in some fields, maximum 280 roosting on 
beach north of Druridge Pools 

lesser black-backed 
gull Larus fuscus LB 

   
amber Summer / autumn visitor to coast, maximum count in fields 27 in S12 

herring gull Larus argentatus HG 
  

√ red 
Abundant on coast, sometimes roosting on beach and rafting offshore; 
occasionally foraging in fields, maximum 120 in S9, 20/11/14 

glaucous gull Larus hyperboreus GZ 
   

amber Single record flying along shore 

great black-backed 
gull Larus marinus GB 

   
amber 

Frequently recorded on coast outside breeding season, more rarely in flooded 
coastal pasture - exceptional count of 83 in field S9, 25/10/13 

feral pigeon Columba livia FP 
   

none Associated with Hemscott Hill & High Chibburn Farms, maximum count 72 

stock dove Columba oenas SD 
   

amber Relatively few records of small numbers in fields, max 12 in S20, 19/02/14 

woodpigeon Columba palumbus WP 
   

green 
Abundant in plantations, feeding in fields; largest flock 126 in ploughed field 
Y12, 23/10/14  

collared dove Streptopelia decaocto CD 
   

green Around High Chibburn Farm / Druridge Farm Cottages area 

barn owl Tyto alba BO 
 

√ 
 

amber Resident in survey area 

little owl Athene noctua LO 
   

none Resident, several records in vicinty of Hemscott Hil Farm 
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English name Scientific name 
BTO 
code Anx 1 Sch 1 S41 BOCC Status on site 

long-eared owl Asio otus LE 
   

green Single record in survey possibly migrant in coastal plantation, 13/11/12 

short-eared owl Asio flammeus SE √ 
  

amber 
Quite frequent over coastal dunes and fields in 2012-13 winter, only one 
record following year 

swift Apus apus SI 
   

amber Summer visitor foraging over dunes 

great spotted 
woodpecker Dendrocopos major GS 

   
green A few records from plantations, all outside the breeding season 

kestrel Falco tinnunculus K. 
   

amber Mostly frequently recorded hunting over dune grassland 

merlin Falco columbarius ML √ √ 
 

amber Several singles in dunes and coastal wetlands 2012-13, one record in late 2014 

peregrine Falco peregrinus PE √ √ 
 

green Occasional winter records mostly from dunes and coastal wetlands 

magpie Pica pica MG 
   

green Frequent in plantations and hedgerows 

jay Garrulus glandarius J. 
   

green Few records from plantations in southern and western part of survey area 

jackdaw Corvus monedula JD 
   

green 
Associated with farm buildings; flocks in grazed dunes and fields, maximum 60 
in Y13 

rook Corvus frugilegus RO 
   

green 
Frequent in coastal fields, max 230 Hemscotthill Links, sometimes northward 
movement at dusk along shoreline 

carrion crow Corvus corone C. 
   

green Common and widely distributed resident, foraging in fields and on beach 

goldcrest Regulus regulus GC 
   

green Resident in mixed and coniferous plantations 

blue tit Cyanistes caeruleus BT 
   

green Resident in hedgerows and plantations 

great tit Parus major GT 
   

green 
Relatively uncommon in hedgerows and plantations - only 6 possible breeding 
territories 2014 

coal tit Periparus ater CT 
   

green Widely distributed resident, particurly associated with coniferous shelterbelts 

skylark Alauda arvensis S. 
  

√ red Breeding in dune grassland and fields, max non-breeding flock 18, Sep 14 

sand martin Riparia riparia SM 
   

amber Foraging over dunes and coastal wetlands, small colony on dunes 

swallow Hirundo rustica SL 
   

amber 
Foraging widely over survey area, especially coastal wetlands, breeding in farm 
buildings and other structures 

house martin Delichon urbicum HM 
   

amber 
Summer visitor, 4 confirmed breeding records in survey area - likely to be more 
in farm and other buildings 
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English name Scientific name 
BTO 
code Anx 1 Sch 1 S41 BOCC Status on site 

long-tailed tit Aegithalos caudatus LT 
   

green Few records from shelterbelts and hedgerows 

chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita CC 
   

green Summer visitor to plantations, up to 18 territories in survey area 2014 

willow warbler Phylloscopus trochilus WW 
   

amber 
Summer visitor to broadleaved plantation / scrub habitats, up to 11 territories 
in survey area 2014 

blackcap Sylvia atricapilla BC 
   

green Summer visitor, only 3 territories in survey area 2014 

whitethroat Sylvia communis WH 
   

amber Summer visitor in scrub and hedgerow habitats, 20 territories in 2014 

grasshopper 
warbler Locustella naevia GH 

  
√ red Singing males mostly in April in dune scrub and coastal hedgerows 

sedge warbler 
Acrocephalus 
schoenobaenus SW 

   
green Summer visitor, frequent in wetland areas  

reed warbler 
Acrocephalus 
scirpaceus RW 

   
green 

Summer visitor in reedbeds at Cresswell Pond, larger population at East 
Chevington to north of survey area 

nuthatch Sitta europaea NH 
   

green Single records Sep & Oct 2012 and April 2015 

treecreeper Certhia familiaris TC 
   

green Very few records from shelterbelts 

wren 
Troglodytes 
troglodytes WR 

   
green 

Common breeding in plantations and hedgerows (36 territories), variable 
abundance in winter surveys 

starling Sturnus vulgaris SG 
  

√ red Common foraging in fields in winter, roost in reedbeds at East Chevington 

ring ouzel Turdus torquatus RZ 
   

red Migrant, single record S9 / S14 boundary, 24/04/14 

blackbird Turdus merula B. 
   

green 
Widely distributed breeding resident and winter visitor associated with 
hedgerows and shelterbelts 

fieldfare Turdus pilaris FF 
 

√ 
 

red Frequent winter visitor, maximum count 178 in field Y36, 11/12/14 

song thrush Turdus philomelos ST 
  

√ red 
Small number (3) territories within survey area, few records outside breeding 
season 

redwing Turdus iliacus RE 
 

√ 
 

red Winter visitor, smaller numbers than fieldfare, max count 18 in X7 

mistle thrush Turdus viscivorus M. 
   

amber Scattered records from fields and hedgerows 

robin Erithacus rubecula R. 
   

green Resident in hedgerows and plantations, up to 22 territories 

pied flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca PF 
   

amber Migrant, single record from dunes September 2012 
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English name Scientific name 
BTO 
code Anx 1 Sch 1 S41 BOCC Status on site 

redstart 
Phoenicurus 
phoenicurus RT 

   
amber Migrant; 3 on hedgerow south of Cresswell Pond 25/09/12 

stonechat Saxicola torquatus SC 
   

green Resident in dune grassland, 5 territories 2014 

wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe W. 
   

amber Migrant, most records in survey in spring on fields  

dunnock Prunella modularis D. 
  

√ amber Resident in hedgerows and plantations 

house sparrow Passer domesticus HS 
  

√ red 
Resident, associated with Hemscott Hill, High Chibburn, Druridge Farm 
Cottages and Houndalee Cottages 

tree sparrow Passer montanus TS 
  

√ red Breeding colonies in several locations around the survey area 

yellow wagtail Motacilla flava YW 
  

√ red 
2 - 3 breeding pairs in dunes and Hemscott Hill Farm area, 2015 records further 
west  

grey wagtail Motacilla cinerea GL 
   

amber Migrant in survey area, recorded September 2012 

pied wagtail Motacilla alba PW 
   

green 
Scattered records from farmland habitats, up to 13 foraging on strandline in 
winter 

meadow pipit Anthus pratensis MP 
   

amber 
Common breeding in dunes and coastal fields; visible migration observed over 
dunes September 2013 

rock pipit Anthus petrosus RC 
   

green 
Associated with rocky coasts outside survey area, single record September 
2012 

chaffinch Fringilla coelebs CH 
   

green Common resident in plantations and hedgerows, up to 85 territories 2014 

bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula BF 
  

√ amber Rare on site - 1 record near Highthorn, December 2014  

greenfinch Chloris chloris GR 
   

green Small numbers associated with finch flocks on dune grassland 

linnet Linaria cannabina LI 
  

√ red 
Small breeding numbers, winter flocks on dune grassland, maximum 75 
19/11/13 

twite Linaria flavirostris TW 
  

√ red 
Regular winter flock up to 50 on Hemscott Hill Links, more unusual record of 
18 on powerline over oilseed rape field, 24/03/14 

lesser redpoll Acanthis cabaret LR 
  

√ red Single record in September 2012 

goldfinch Carduelis carduelis GO 
   

green 
Resident with much larger numbers in winter on dune grassland - maximum 
167 Chibburn Links 10/12/13 

siskin Spinus spinus SK 
   

green Only 3 records from plantations, maximum flock of 8 
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snow bunting Plectrophenax nivalis SB 
 

√ 
 

amber 
Small numbers wintering on beach, max 10 19/02/14; 1 record in field S24, 
20/11/14 

yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Y. 
  

√ red 
Frequent in hedgerows in southern part of survey area, no records from 
Chibburn 

reed bunting Emberiza schoeniclus RB 
  

√ amber Resident in farmland, wetland edge and dune grassland habitats 

Note:  * - most greylag geese records are of feral population with no conservation status; however larger flocks recorded in winter (e.g. Druridge Pools 

roost) may be part of Amber-listed migratory (Icelandic / northern Scottish) population 

 ** - black-tailed godwit records most likely part of Icelandic population (Limosa limosa lapponica), which is Green listed and has more favourable 

conservation status than the UK / continental breeding subspecies limosa. 

 *** - only subspecies schintzii is Annex I Birds Directive and Red listed (includes UK breeding population); most if not all records at Druridge likely to 

refer to Scandinavian / Arctic – breeding subspecies alpina. 

 



 

Highthorn surface mine 86 Argus Ecology Ltd. 

Bird surveys  May 2015 

Appendix 3.4.4: BTO breeding evidence codes 

 

 BTO breeding evidence codes 

 http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/birdatlas/taking-part/breeding-evidence 

Non-breeding 

F Flying over 

M Species observed but suspected to be still on Migration 

U Species observed but suspected to be sUmmering non-breeder 

Possible breeder  

H Species observed in breeding season in suitable nesting Habitat 

S Singing male present (or breeding calls heard) in breeding season in suitable breeding 
habitat 

Probable breeding  

P Pair observed in suitable nesting habitat in breeding season 

T Permanent Territory presumed through registration of territorial behaviour (song etc) 
on at least two different days a week or more apart at the same place or many 
individuals on one day 

D Courtship and Display (judged to be in or near potential breeding habitat; be cautious 
with wildfowl) 

N Visiting probable Nest site 

A Agitated behaviour or anxiety calls from adults, suggesting probable presence of nest 
or young nearby 

I Brood patch on adult examined in the hand, suggesting Incubation 

B Nest Building or excavating nest-hole 

Confirmed breeding  

DD Distraction-Display or injury feigning 

UN Used Nest or eggshells found (occupied or laid within period of survey) 

FL Recently FLedged young (nidicolous species) or downy young (nidifugous species). 
Careful consideration should be given to the likely provenance of any fledged juvenile 
capable of significant geographical movement. Evidence of dependency on adults 
(e.g. feeding) is helpful. Be cautious, even if the record comes from suitable habitat. 

ON Adults entering or leaving nest-site in circumstances indicating Occupied Nest 
(including high nests or nest holes, the contents of which can not be seen) or adults 
seen incubating 

FF Adult carrying Faecal sac or Food for young 

NE Nest containing Eggs 

NY Nest with Young seen or heard 

 


