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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1

The purpose of this report is to identify and assess the significance of any potential landscape and visual impacts associated with the
proposals to extract coal at Highthorn, Northumberland.

1.2

This landscape and visual impact assessment has been prepared by Mark Simmons (Landscape Architect for the Banks Group).

1.3

The proposed scheme is described in detail in Chapter 5 of the Planning Application (PA) and Environmental Statement (ES) and is not
repeated here. Therefore this report must be read in conjunction with the PA and ES.

1

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

2.
2.1

METHODOLOGY
Landscape effects associated with a proposed development are likely to relate to changes to the fabric, character and quality of the
landscape resources and how it is experienced. The landscape assessment studies:
a) Direct effects upon specific landscape elements, especially prominent and eye catching features;
b) Change in character, which is in the distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements that creates distinctiveness and a sense
of place;
c) Subtle effects that contribute towards the experience of intangible characteristics such as tranquillity, wilderness and cultural
associations;
d) Effects on designated landscapes, conservation sites, and other acknowledged special areas of interest.

2.2

Visual effects relate closely to landscape effect, but they concern changes in views. Visual assessment concerns people’s perception and
response to changes in visual amenity. Effects may result from new landscape elements that cause visual intrusion or new features that
obstruct views across the landscape.

2.3

Both landscape and visual effects can be adverse, beneficial or neutral short, medium or long term, permanent or temporary, reversible or
irreversible, direct (an effect that is directly attributable to the proposed development) or indirect (effects resulting in indirectly from the
development as a consequence of direct effects), and cumulative.

2.4

The landscape and visual assessment was carried out using combined site and desk based survey and analysis. The methodology used
followed recommendations and guidance set out in the following reports:
a)

Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (GLVI3), Third Edition (2013), edited by The Landscape Institute and
Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment;

b)

Landscape Character Assessment Guidance (2002) Countryside Agency in conjunction with Scottish Natural Heritage.

2.5

In general terms GLVIA3 places greater emphasis on professional judgement and less emphasis on a formulaic approach adopted in earlier
evidence.

2.6

GLVIA3 stresses that the emphasis of landscape and visual impact assessments should be on the identification of the likely significant
effects and include all types of effects, both adverse and beneficial, direct and indirect, long and short term, as well as cumulative effects. It
also stresses that the approach to the assessment needs to be proportionate to the scale of the project being assessed and the nature of the
likely effects.
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2.7

For the purpose of this assessment negative effects of greater than moderate are considered significant.

2.8

The Landscape Institute produced Advice Note 01/11 in March 2011 to advise on the use of photography and photomontages in landscape
and visual assessments. The photographs used for the representative viewpoints and photomontages have been produced and presented
in accordance with this advice.

2.9

A desk based site analysis was carried out to determine the extent of the visibility of the Highthorn site and a zone of theoretical visibility
(ZTV) has been prepared for the working area (see Appendix C). The model used to generate the ZTV contains height data that includes
data for larger areas of trees over a localised area around the site and is highlighted on the ZTV plan (Appendix C). This data helps to give a
more accurate representation of where the working area would be visible from, although it does not take into account hedgerows, individual
trees and tree lines fencing and small structures.

2.10

This height data was combined with the digital model for the proposed development to create a zone of theoretical visibility for different
elements of the site, to show where these might be visible from in the surrounding area, which is known as the visual envelope.

2.11

Representative viewpoints were selected from locations that would experience changes in visual amenity due to the proposed Highthorn
development. These were selected to illustrate a range of different receptors (roads, public rights of way, residential properties), showing a
worst case location. These locations were then agreed with Northumberland County Council (see Appendix A HJB/BA795/145) following
meetings and a site visit. A series of photographs were taken from these representative viewpoints between April and June 2014 using a
digital camera with a 50mm equivalent lens.

2.12

The photographs illustrate views from potential receptors and show the site in the context of the surrounding landscape (90 degree field of
view).

2.13

At the time of taking the photographs, control points were surveyed so that accurate visualisations could be generated from a computer
model.

2.14

The representative viewpoints are reproduced in Appendix C (HJB/BA795/141) of this report and their locations in Appendix A.

2.15

The ZTV plans (Appendix B) show that the likely visibility for the working elements of the proposed development including, the two
overburden storage mounds, perimeter soil storage mounds, working void area and compound area including coal stocks, and fitting shed.
Process / Components

2.16

Scoping. Scoping is part of the Environmental Assessment procedure by which the key topics to be examined and the areas of likely
significant effects are identified.
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2.17

Establishing the baseline landscape and visual conditions. The aim is to provide an understanding of the landscape in the area that may be
affected – its constituent elements, its character and the way this varies spatially, its geographic extent, its history, its condition, the way the
landscape is experienced, and the value attached to it.

2.18

The visual baseline aims to establish the area in which the development may be visible, the different groups of people who may experience
views of the development, the places where they will be affected and the nature of the views and visual amenity at those points. GLVIA3.

2.19

Identification and description of the landscape and visual effects from the proposed development and then an assessment of their
significance. Identification of the effects that are likely to occur and whether they are adverse or beneficial and then an assessment of the
significance of the effects identified.

2.20

Inclusion of mitigation measures in the assessment. In accordance with the EIA Regulations, measures which are proposed to prevent/avoid,
reduce and where possible offset or remedy (or compensate for) any significant adverse landscape and visual effects should be described
(see section 5 of this report). Mitigation generally falls into three categories:
a) Primary measures, developed through the iterative design process, which are integrated into the project design;
b) Standard construction and operational management practices for avoiding and reducing environmental effects;
c) Secondary measures, designed to address any residual adverse effects remaining after the primary measures and standard
measures have been incorporated into the scheme

2.21

An assessment of cumulative landscape and visual effects, which might result from additional changes to landscape and visual amenity
caused by the proposed development in conjunction with other developments in the past present or foreseeable future. These have been
assessed in section 6 of this report.

2.22

Engagement and consultation with stakeholders and the public. This helps with gathering specific information about the site and gaining the
views of the public on the proposed development. It can also identify local interests and values that may otherwise be overlooked. It also
helps shape and improve the design of the development.
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3.

BASELINE CONDITIONS
Landscape Character Baseline

3.1

A landscape character assessment was commissioned by Northumberland County Council in 2010 from Land Use Consultants. This
assessment contains a hierarchy of landscape character areas which are as follows: National character areas (refined) which are groups of
landscape character types, each group containing a unique set of character types. The character types are groups of landscapes with
broadly similar combinations of geology, landform, vegetation, land use and settlement pattern.

3.2

The proposed Highthorn development and its surrounds lie within national character area 13: Southeast Northumberland Coastal Plain Character type 39: Coalfields Farmland, which is represented by three character areas of Coastal Coalfields (39a), Seaton Delaval (39b),
and Stannington (39c), with the Highthorn site set within 39a: Coastal Coalfields.

3.3

Descriptions of the character areas and types from the Northumberland County Council landscape character assessment:
The Coalfields Farmland (LCT 39) is made up of the more rural areas of the coastal plain and includes well settled farmland, with extensive
industrial land uses. Historic and ongoing mineral extraction has affected large parts of the landscape, while urban fringe is also a key
influence. This is a heavily modified landscape, which has lost much of its natural landscape structure and which is dominated by man-made
elements (see figure 1 below).

Figure 1 View across the Highthorn site illustrating some of the key characteristics of the coastal coalfields landscape –
Flat, heavily modified, industrial elements, oversimplified geometric landscape.
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The Coastal Coalfields landscape character area (LCA 39a) is a relatively flat coastal plain that has been heavily modified by mining and
industrial activity. Restoration has generally resulted in oversimplified geometric landscapes of pasture and conifer blocks, with a lack of
distinctive features. Opencast mining operations are ongoing at a small number of large sites. Despite general heavy modification of this
landscape, there are pockets of unaltered rural character, including fragments of ancient woodland and many of the older village centres,
such as Ulgham, feature attractive honey coloured sandstone buildings. There are nature reserves at Druridge Bay and Hauxley. A golf
course is situated within the estate of Longhirst Hall near Pegswood.
3.4

The site is also directly adjacent to landscape character type 40 Broad Bays and Dunes and landscape character area 40a Druridge Bay.
Landscape character type 40 comprises the coastal strip of the less intensively developed part of the South East Northumberland Coastal
Plain. Although largely undeveloped, and with significant nature conservation interest, the coastline has been extensively man-modified by
past mineral extraction. Druridge Bay is within the Northumberland Heritage Coast.
Key characteristics of landscape character type 40 include; wide sweeping sandy bays backed by dunes. Sharp transition with heavily
modified coastal plain. Emerging leisure land uses. Industrial and mining infrastructure. Ecologically rich, despite, and in some cases
because of, industrial activity.
Landscape character area 40a Druridge Bay comprises an attractive, almost unbroken stretch of sandy beach and mature sand dunes is
backed by a variety of landscapes, all of which owe their origins to the long history of mining and industrial activity in the area. To the south
are the smelter works (now closed) and power station at Lynemouth. Further north, the legacy of former industry, particularly opencast
mining, is a simplified landscape of reclamation, in places enhanced by subsidence wetlands associated with previous underground mining.
Landscape Character of the Highthorn site and surrounds

3.5

Landform: The land slopes generally from west to east towards the sea with levels of around 28m above ordenance datum (AOD) on the
A1068 on the western edge of the site around Lances Hill and 5m AOD in the east along the Hemscott Hill road. The highpoint on Hemscott
Hill is 13m AOD and the coastal dunes generally about 10 – 12m AOD. Figure 1 below shows the topography of the area in coloured bands
at 2m intervals.
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Figure 2 Topography plan in 2m coloured bands
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3.6

There is a fairly flat strip of land to the east of the dunes approximately 400 – 500m wide (with Hemscott Hill set within this) before the land
starts to rise towards the A1068. There are slight undulations where the land has drained to the sea forming open valley features south east
from the ponds at Hemscott Hill Farm and Cresswell Ponds.

3.7

The land further to the east of the Highthorn site slopes more quickly up to Widdrington Station and along the line of the east coast railway
line forming a low ridgeline (40-45m AOD).

3.8

To the south of the site Ellington sits on an elevated ridge (25-30m AOD) with a highpoint to the north east (35m AOD) from where it drops
down to Cresswell (25m AOD) and continues to drop to the sea at Cresswell Rocks (see figure 3 below).

Figure 3 shows the Ellington ridge on the skyline dropping down to Cresswell in the left of the view

3.9

Widdrington village sits on a localised highpoint (37m AOD) with a slightly lower ridge (35m AOD) extending south east with a belt of trees
along its length, that is visually prominent in surrounding views.

3.10

Just to the west of this ridge the A1068 runs along an elevated section of land (28m AOD) along the western boundary of the site, south and
east to Ellington with lower land to the west and south (containing the Linton Burn) dropping into the flood plain of the river Lyne.

3.11

In many views to the north and west the Cheviot Hills and Simonside are visible on the horizon.
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3.12

In general this a landscape of wide expansive views with a very narrow horizontal field of interest.

3.13

Drainage. As would be expected, the land to the east of the A1068 drains generally east to the sea. A watercourse (known as the Hemscott
Burn) that originates from just west of Highthorn on the southern edge of the site, flows north and east to the ponds at Hemscott Hill Farm
and from here through the dunes to the northeast of the farm.

Figure 4 Hemscott Burn flowing from the ponds to the west

Figure 5 Hemscott Burn flowing through the dunes to the east
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3.14

A tributary of the burn drains land further to the east from the direction of Houndalee Cottages. Overall 98% of the site lies within the
catchment of the burn, with the remainder draining to Druridge Pools and Cresswell Pond.

3.15

Another small watercourse, the Blakemoor Burn flows from a marshy area to the east of Highthorn, north and eastwards into Cresswell
Ponds and then through the dunes to the sea.

3.16

Land to the north and east of Hemscott Hill drains through a system of ditches across the flat land to the south of the properties at Druridge
and into the Hemscott Burn between the ponds and the road.

Figure 6 Flat land to the south of Druridge

3.17

Further to the north a large open ditch flows from the Preceptory at Low Chibburn east to the northern pond at Druridge Pools and then
through the dunes just to the north of the pools.

3.18

Land to the west of the A1068 drains from the Houndalee area into the Houndalee Letch that flows south into Linton Burn and continues
south into the River Lyne just to the west of Ellington.
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Figure 7 Land rising back up the A1068 from the Houndalee Letch

3.19

Further to the north just west of Widdrington the area of the restored Steadsburn site drains into the Steads Burn, flowing north into the
Chevington Burn, which continues north to just south of Red Row where it turns east and flows into the pond at East Chevington Nature
Reserve.
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Figure 8 Drainage and watercourses

3.20

Vegetation and land use: Land within the Highthorn site and surrounding area consists mainly of mixed use agricultural land, divided fairly
evenly between arable land and land grazed by cattle, with some sheep. Generally fields in the north of the site are medium sized with a
rectilinear field pattern and a number of coniferous shelter belts typical of earlier post war opencast restorations (see Existing Features Plan
HJB/BA795/114). Hedgerows, where present, are almost entirely made up of hawthorn, but many fields are defined just by post and wire
fences. More details of hedgerow composition and status are available in the hedgerow survey (see Appendix 3 of the planning application).
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Figure 9 Aerial photo of the site area showing overall field pattern and linear tree belts in the north

3.21

In the southern part of the site and towards the coast the fields are small to medium with a more irregular older pattern. Hedgerows tend to
be gappy but with some diversity of species. There are a number of outgrown hedgerows across the central area of the site and there are
still many fields with just post and wire boundaries.
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Figure 10 Outgrown hedgerow across the centre of the site

3.22

Apart from the unnamed shelter belts in the north there is a small copse of trees in the centre of the site, Fox Covert, made up predominantly
of Larch with some pine and a number of oaks along the north and east edges that probably formed part of the hedgerows that surround the
perimeter of the wood.

3.23

Hedgerow and field trees are absent from the site, apart from the field boundaries that extend west from the northern edge of Fox Covert and
several trees in hedgerows just south and east of Fox Covert. These trees tend to be small and stunted and are mainly oak with some ash
and sycamore. More details on trees within the site are available in the tree survey (see Appendix 3 of the planning application).

Figure 11 Trees and outgrown hedgerow to the northwest of Fox Covert
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3.24

Other areas of trees around the site to the south are located along Warkworth Lane with an area of woodland to the north of the Ellington
Caravan Park. Further east there is a block of woodland between Cresswell and Ellington at Hall Wood, visible in many views on the
southern horizon. There are also intermittent groups of trees along the A1068, around the edges of Widdrington Station and Widdrington
Village.

Figure 12 Woodland on Warkworth Lane (Bridleway Cresswell 001)

3.25

To the north of the properties at Druridge is a belt of willow and alder scrub separating the Druridge Pools nature reserve from the dunes.

Figure 13 Willow scrub adjacent to Druridge Pools
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3.26

The network of dunes extends north from Cresswell around the bay north to the south of Low Hauxley, with gaps where watercourses cut
through to the sea. The dunes are generally established with a marram grass dominated sward and the back of the dunes being grazed to
varying extents by different landowners.

Gap in the dunes

Figure 14 Gap in the dunes where Blakemore Burn flows through to the sea, with Cresswell Pond just visible in the foreground

3.27 Buildings and structures: There is only one structure within
the site, located just to the east of the A1068, south of
Houndalee Cottages, near the southern tip of a coniferous
tree belt. This is the remains of a brick and corrugated iron
building that is probably Second World War related. (see
Archaeological Assessment Appendix 4).

Figure 15 Decoy airfield building
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3.28

Buildings around the site are generally traditional stone buildings with slate roofs, located at Hemscott Hill, Houndalee, Druridge, Blakemoor
and Hagg House. There are more modern properties at High Chibburn, Stonecroft and Highthorn.

3.29

Further to the north is the scheduled ancient monument at Low Chibburn, which is the stone remains of a Chapel and Dower House dating
from 1313 (see Appendix 4).

Figure 16 Remains of the Dower House and chapel at Low Chibburn

3.30

The way the landscape of the site can be appreciated: There are views across to the site from the surrounding roads, footpaths and
bridleways (see figure 17). There are also paths across the dunes. There is only one public right of way across the site, from Houndalee
Cottages in the west to Hemscott Hill in the east. Generally views of the site from the surrounding landscape are very limited by the flat
nature of the land which creates a very narrow horizontal field of interest, where visibility is easily blocked by hedgerows and vegetation.
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Figure 17 Plan indicating where the site can be viewed from
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3.31

Aesthetic
and
perceptual
factors
which
contribute
to
the
landscape
character
of
the
site:
The exposed windswept nature of the landscape, the outgrown tall hedgerows and lack of buildings contribute to the character of this
landscape.

Figure 18 View across the eastern part of the site to the dunes

3.32

Views to the distant Cheviots and Simonside in the northwest give skyline interest to some views. The coniferous tree belts add dark linear
elements cutting through the landscape, often as skyline features.

Figure 19 Conifer tree belt to the north of the site
19

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

3.33

To the south the Lynmouth works and wind turbines are strong features on the skyline. The landscape feels open and expansive.

Figure 20 Lynemouth works and wind turbines on the skyline to the south

3.34

Landscape condition: “This is based on judgements about the physical state of the landscape and about its intactness from visual,
functional and ecological perspectives. It also reflects the state of repair of individual features and elements which make up the character in
any one place.” Countryside Agency & SNH (2002)

3.35

The condition of the landscape within the site is heavily influenced by the poor condition / intactness of hedgerows and lack of hedgerow
trees (see Appendix 3). The regular simple pattern of fields in the north, with the coniferous shelter belts are comparatively modern
interventions in the landscape dating from previous opencast restoration in the 1960 / 70’s.

3.36

There is however a subtle relief to the landform across the central and southern part of the site with a network of watercourses and drainage
channels.

3.37

There is no evidence to suggest that the condition of the landscape would deteriorate in the future other than the current general
deterioration of hedgerows, trees and fence lines.
Assessment of value is concerned with the relative value attached to different landscapes by society, bearing in mind that a landscape may
be valued by different stakeholders for a whole variety of reasons. Landscapes can be valued for different reasons connected to perceptual
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aspects such as tranquillity, scenic beauty, cultural associations or conservation interests. Value can apply to areas of landscape as a whole,
or to the individual elements and features.
3.38

Landscapes and their component parts may be valued at the community, local, national or international levels and reviewing existing
landscape designations is usually a starting point in understanding landscape value.

3.39

Table 1 below shows how the criteria are applied to arrive at an assessment of landscape value in this assessment.

3.40

The beach and dunes are defined as Heritage Coast and a strip of land from the dunes approximately 800m to the west and stretching from
just north of Druridge Bay Country Park south to just north of Lynemouth in the south is defined as an area of high landscape value, these
are none statutory local designations relating to conservation. There are statutory designations on adjacent land, with sites of special
scientific interest (SSSI) at Cresswell Pond and Druridge Bay covering the beach area, which are national designations. There is another
local designation at Druridge Pools, which is a site of local nature conservation interest.

3.41

There are English Heritage listings attached to a number of buildings and structures around the site (see figure 237 below). There are
numerous references to Druridge Bay in publications leaflets and web sites, however most of these relate to the bay itself and the dunes
(see figure 21 below) which is the focus of people’s interest in the landscape and not the land to the west of the dunes. However there must
be an increased value attached to the site due to its proximity to the bay.

Figure 21 First 20 images in Google
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3.42

Another indication of value is use of public footpaths by the local community, which appears to be very low on the single path across the site
(Widdrington 011), although there seems to be greater use of a short section of the path (650m) near to Houndalee Cottages suggesting use
by residence of the cottages. A survey of recreational use of the C110 and footpath 011 was carried out over the August Bank Holiday week
in 2014 along with anecdotal evidence from the farmer at Hemscott Hill.
Table 1
Criteria for the assessment of landscape value
Value
Exceptional
high



High importance and rarity



No or very limited potential for
substitution

High



High importance and rarity



Limited potential for substitution



Medium importance and rarity



Limited potential for substitution



Medium importance and rarity



Some or good potential for
substitution

Low



Very low



Medium

Medium-Low

3.43

Typical criteria

Typical scale

Typical examples

International,
National

World Heritage site, National
Park, AONB, National Scenic
Area

National, regional
& local

National Park, AONB, National
Scenic Area, AHLV / AGLV etc

Regional, local

AHLV / AGLV, Regional Scenic
Areas etc

Regional, local

Undesignated but value
expressed for instance in
demonstrable use

Low importance and rarity

Local

Areas identified as having some
redeeming feature or features and
possibly identified for
improvement

Low importance and rarity

Local

Areas identified for recovery

The value of the landscape area within the site has been assessed to be medium-low (see table 1 above), due to its proximity to Druridge
Bay (Heritage Coast) with its high recreational use and the designation of part of the site as an area of high landscape value, along with the
proximity of Cresswell Pond SSSI and Druridge Pools.

THE VISUAL BASELINE
3.44

The visual assessment considers the site and its surroundings, focusing on a radius of approximately 3km. It is generally considered that in
this landscape setting observers beyond this distance are unable to perceive detail, although, the effect of certain changes, particularly
changes to skylines at greater distances may still be perceptible.
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Figure 22 view of the Shotton overburden mound at just over 3km (at Netherton to the north)

3.45

Views have been assessed from an eye level of 1.6m above ground level.

23

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

3.46

A desk based analysis was carried out to
determine the extent of the visual envelope for
the Highthorn proposals. This used digital
mapping data that captures height information at
2m intervals and has retained height information
for tree groups and larger individual trees as well
as buildings.
Visibility of the pre-working Highthorn site
area

3.47

Visibility of the site area is very limited from the
south round to the west and north to the A1068.
There are some views from high ground south
and north of Widdrington Station.

3.48

There are limited views of the site from the south
and eastern edges of Widdrington Village and
north around Druridge Pools.

3.49

There are more open views from the north and
east round to the south at Cresswell and north of
Ellington.
Views from roads and public rights of way

3.50

There are limited views to the site from the
A1068 in the south at the entrance to Ellington
Caravan Park and a short section heading north,
then around the end of Mile Road from
Widdrington Station and glimpses travelling north
from here adjacent to the site.

Figure 23 Zone of theoretical visibility for the existing site highlighted in brown with the
3km radius around the site
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Figure 24 View from A1068 at the entrance to Ellington Caravan Park (representative viewpoint 3)

Figure 25 View from the A1068 at Mile Road (representative viewpoint 6)

3.51

On the C116 from Widdrington to Druridge there are views to the eastern part of the site area from the section of road at Druridge up to
where it turns north. There are then some glimpsed views through between the shelter belts on the northern edge of the site.
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Figure 26 View from the end of the C116 at Druridge (representative viewpoint 17)

Figure 27 View from the C116 west of Stonecroft

3.52

On the C110 from Druridge in the north to Hemscott Hill there are fairly open views across to the site, which is generally tilted towards the
coast. Views from a short section of the road are obscured by the buildings at Hemscott Hill. Views from this road continue until adjacent to
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Blakemoor Farm (depending on the direction travelled).

Figure 28 View from the highpoint on Hemscott Hill (representative viewpoint 18)

Figure 29 View from the C110 at Cresswell Pond (representative viewpoint 19)
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3.53

On the C110 between Ellington and Cresswell there are distant views to the site is visible through gaps in the roadside hedgerow around
Cresswell Sawmill and the access to Kennels Cottage.

3.54

There are also views across the site from the very end of Mile Road at the junction with the A1068. (see figure 25)

3.55

Views from public rights of way include the following: Ellington 013 (bridleway) which covers the southern end of Warkworth Lane from the
A1068 where there are intermittent views from the access to the Ellington Caravan Park. These views become restricted by adjacent
vegetation further north on this path and where it becomes Creswell 001.

Figure 30 View from Bridleway and access road to Ellington Caravan Park
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Figure 31 View showing vegetation along bridleway and access road to Ellington Caravan Park

Figure 32 View from further east on the bridleway Cresswell 001
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3.56

Further to the south is Ellington 012 (footpath) which extends north from the eastern end of Ellington on the elevated ridgeline. The
vegetation along Warkworth Lane has a screening effect, particularly further north on the path heading towards Blakemoor Farm.

Figure 33 View from footpath Ellington 012 with the caravan park in the foreground (representative viewpoint 2)

Figure 34 View from footpath Ellington 011 near the junction with Ellington 012
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Figure 35 View from footpath Cresswell 002 at Blakemoor Farm (representative viewpoint 21)

3.57

In the west at the A1068, Ellington 011 (bridleway) extends to the east to its junction with Ellington 013 (Warkworth Lane) and then southeast
to the northern edge of Ellington. There are some intermittent views to the site around Highthorn becoming screened by landform and
vegetation to the east around the ponds. Past the junction with Warkworth Lane the path becomes more elevated with open views nearer
Ellington and the junction with Ellington 012 (see figure 34). Views from the path are screened by landform at approximately 70m from the
road.

3.58

There is a short section (400m) of Ellington 010 (footpath) extends from the edge of Ellington just south of the end of Ellington 011. This has
open views to the site similar to those on Ellington 011 apart from the first 50m of the path which is screened by foreground landform.
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3.59

To the west of the site, just north of Widdrington Station there are views from the elevated section of Widdrington 010 to the eastern edge of
the site.

Figure 36 View from Widdrington 010 footpath (representative viewpoint 10)

3.60

Further east on the A1068 at Houndalee Widdrington 011 (footpath) extends east into the site, initially with views east to the western edge of
the site and then once past the tree belt there are open views south across the site and further east crosses the site to Hemscott Hill.

Figure 37 View from Widdrington 011 southeast across the site

3.61

North on the edge of Widdrington Village Widdrington 016 (footpath) extends east from the A1068 and then turns north to the C116 on the
eastern corner of the village. There are restricted views south from the path between the tree belts across the central part of the site to the
elevated land at Ellington.
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3.62

Further north and east between Low Chibburn (preceptory) and Druridge Pools Widdrington 017 (footpath) has narrow views south to the
eastern part of the site and there are similar views from Widdrington 015 (footpath) which extends south from Widdrington 017 towards the
site to the C116 at High Chibburn.

3.63

There are views to the site from the cycle route that extends north from the C116 at Druridge for a 100m section at the southern end.

Figure 38 View from representative viewpoint 17 at the junction of the C110 and the cycle route to the north

3.64

The Northumberland coastal path follows the mean high water mark on the beach from Cresswell in the south to Druridge Pools in the north,
where it crosses through the dunes to join the cycle path heading north. There is a very short section with views to the southern section of
the site where the Blakemoor Burn cuts through the dunes at Cresswell Pond and where the Hemscott Burn cuts through the dunes further
north.
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Figure 39 View from the coastal path at the gap in the dunes where the Blakemoor Burn flows through to the sea

Figure 40 View from the coastal path at the gap in the dunes where the Hemscott Burn flows through to the sea

34

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

Views from residential properties and settlements
3.65

Starting from the south, there are distant views to the site from the northern edge of Cresswell, Cresswell Sawmill and Kennels Cottages.
Foreground vegetation around Warkworth Lane has a screening effect to a greater or lesser extent.

3.66

Properties on the eastern edge of Ellington facing north have distant views to the site, at a lower elevation making the site very narrow
vertically in views.

3.67

There are views from the lower elevation at Warkworth Lane Cottage and a small section of the Ellington Caravan Park.

3.68

Further north on the A1068, Teviot Cottage and Teviot dale are mainly screened at ground level by adjacent vegetation but there may be
some narrow ground and first floor views.

3.69

The property at Highthorn faces north with open views across the site.

Figure 41 View of the Highthorn property facing north across the site

3.70

To the north and west on Mile Road (Widdrington Station), Ramsey faces northeast and has oblique views to the western edge of the site
from the rear of the property.
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Figure 42 View of Ramsey from the east showing the side of the property facing the site

3.71

This is also the case for some of the properties further west on the northern side of Mile Road, although most of these have strong
vegetation around the gardens and are bungalows, there are some first floor views.

Figure 43 View of the properties on north side of Mile Road (Widdrington Station) showing vegetation screening ground level views to the site

3.72

Continuing north to Houndalee, the farmhouse and adjacent cottage face south with oblique views to the western edge of the site with the
site sloping away from the view. Houndalee Cottages on the eastern side of the A1068 also face south, but have a strong hedgerow around
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the garden screening views at ground level, although there will be views from the first floor to the eastern edge of the site.

Figure 44 View of Houndalee Cottages from the west

3.73

Almar Cottage is just to the north of Houndalee Cottages and faces east west, but is surrounded by trees and vegetation to the north and
west, with views to the south screened by the cottages, vegetation and numerous out buildings.

3.74

To the northwest of the site, views from properties at Widdrington are screened by landform and vegetation, but there are narrow views from
the eastern end of the Holy Trinity Churchyard (see representative viewpoint 13 Appendix C).
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Figure 45 View from the eastern edge of the churchyard (representative viewpoint 13)

3.75

To the north of the site on the C116 is Stonecroft, which has farm buildings and tree belts to the south, although there may be a very narrow
view through a gap between the tree belts to the northern edge of the site. High Chibburn just to the east faces south, but has a strong
hedgerow along the road screening ground level views, however there will be first floor views to the site.

3.76

Further to the east are the properties at Druridge, 7 of which face south and have views to the eastern edge of the site (see figure 38).
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3.77

To the east of the site is Hemscott Hill and adjacent cottage, both of which face south. The farmhouse has vegetation and farm buildings to
the west screening views to the site, although the cottage will have oblique views west across the site (the owners of these properties are
associated with the application).

Figure 46 View of Hemscott Hill farmhouse from the southeast

3.78

Blakemoor Farm is located to the southeast of the site and views from the properties are screened by farm buildings to the north of the
properties.

3.79

To the south of Blakemoor on the C110 is the Drift Cafe that is also a residential property that has distant views to the eastern half of the site,
although the garden is surrounded by a 2m fence there is a first story balcony on the western side of the property.
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Views from recreation / open space areas
3.81

There are no views of the site from formal recreational or open space areas, however the dunes and beach are an area of open access and
there is a network of paths across the dunes which offer a variety of views to the site. There are also Wildlife Trust reserves at Cresswell
Pond (see representative viewpoint 19 Appendix C) and Druridge Pools that have views of the site area.

Figure 47 View from the dunes north of Hemscott Hill
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4.

IDENTIFICATION AND DESCRIPTION OF THE POTENTIAL
VISUAL IMPACTS

LANDSCAPE

AND

4.1

Impacts from a minerals site generally relate to the removal of the landscape features within the working area, the visual effects on the
surrounding landscape character from the elements of the working site, and the restoration of the site post working.

4.2

Impacts are assessed with primary mitigation measures and standard management practices, as set out in section 5 of this report, assumed
to be in place.

4.3

Timings for the different phases of the proposed development and completion of the various elements of the site have an effect on the
assessment of the site and are set out below:a) Initial site set up (0 – 6 months)
b) Phase 1 (6 – 12 months)
c) Phase 2 (18 months)
d) Phase 3 (2.5yrs)
e) Phase 4 (4yrs)
f)

Phase 5 (5yrs) with site completion after 7yrs and then 5yrs of aftercare.

g) The northern overburden mound would be completed in 9 months with work to the top of the mound taking 4 months to complete.
The southern overburden mound would be completed in 8 months with work to the top of the mound taking 4 months to complete.
Both mounds would be completed by phase 3.
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4.4

As an additional aid to visualising the extent and shape of the development from the visual receptors, views of the computer model have
been used in this report to help illustrate this within the text. The views all have a 90 degree field of view and use the digital surface model
that includes data from trees and buildings (an example is shown below in figure 29).

Woodland / trees

Small group of trees / scrub

Overburden mound
Topsoil mound

Topsoil mound

Subsoil mound

Subsoil mound

Figure 48 Example of the computer model visualisation

4.5

The surrounding landscape is rendered in grey with the elements of the site in dark brown for the overburden, light brown for the subsoil and
bright green for the topsoil. Trees and buildings appear as irregular features and hedgerows along with smaller areas of vegetation are
absent.

4.6

These views from the computer model do not replace photomontage views, which are included in the representative viewpoints (Appendix C)
and are at a resolution appropriate to an illustration within a report.

LANDSCAPE EFFECTS
4.7

The significance of the landscape effects identified by this assessment is determined by the combination of the sensitivity of the landscape
receptors and the magnitude of the effects on these landscape receptors.

4.8

The sensitivity of a landscape receptor is a combination of their susceptibility to the type of change relating to the development proposed and
the value attached to the landscape.

4.9

The Northumberland Landscape Character Assessment study makes the following assessment of landscape character area 39a Coastal
Coalfields and its sensitivity to opencast coal extraction: “Coal mining has been the main activity across much of this landscape in the past.
The landscape is simple, medium-large scale, open, and has limited views although some intervisibility. There are higher numbers of
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receptors, but fewer recreational users. Human features are common and there are higher levels of movement. Any extraction would need to
be sensitively sited in relation to this settled landscape, with detailed consideration of restoration.”
4.10

The study finds this character area to have a moderate sensitivity to this type of development.

4.11

The adjoining landscape character area 40a Druridge Bay has the following assessment: “This is a large-scale, simple landscape, with open
views and a high degree of intervisibility with neighbouring landscapes. There are some important landscape features and recreational
attractions, but fewer man-made influences.”

4.12

The study finds this character area to have a high sensitivity to this type of development and this has been taken into account when
assessing the effects of the proposed development on this adjacent landscape character area.

4.13

The landscape character of the site is characterised by a fairly flat simple landform, sloping from west to east and with localised variation in
the form with undulations formed by surface water erosion towards the coast. The ridgeline rising up from Cresswell to Ellington encloses
views further to the south.

4.14

Land cover is simple with an agricultural landscape of medium size fields in the south and medium to large scale fields in the north. There
are few intact hedgerows with some tall outgrown remnants scattered across the site. Linear coniferous shelter belts cut across the
landscape to the north of the site. There are industrial influences to the south with the chimneys at Alcan and the wind turbines to the west
visible on the skyline.

4.15

Intervisibility with the landward side of the dunes and views of the sea from higher ground are influential on the character of the site.

4.16

The development of the site would result in the loss of the landscape elements within the site and would require the construction of soil and
overburden storage mounds, visible in the surrounding area giving rise to temporarily higher effects during construction and while the
mounds are establishing with a grass cover. The shape and colour of the mounds would not be entirely out of keeping with the character of
the area, once established with grass (see figure 49, 50 and 51). The overburden mounds in particular have a gentle eyebrow shape to the
top, similar to the profile of woodland areas visible in the surrounding landscape and more distant landform.
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Figure 49 Example of a topsoil mound next to the road at the Brenkley Lane site (near Dinnington)

Figure 50 Example of a newly established subsoil mound blending into the foreground grass field at the Brenkley Lane site

44

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

Figure 51 Closer view of a subsoil mound at the Brenkley Lane site showing establishment of grass cover

4.17

The duration of the site working would be 7yrs which is considered to be short to medium term and the effects are temporary and reversible
with the restoration of the existing landform, planting of new hedgerows and copses and formation of watercourses and drainage channels
along with new ponds and wetlands with potential for longer term benefits as restoration, planting and habitats mature.

4.18

The magnitude of the landscape effects during the working of the site is therefore considered to be medium due to the character / condition
of the landscape within the site and limited extent of the site visible from the surrounding landscape and the sensitive design of the proposed
Highthorn site fitting into the surrounding landscape. Landscape effects would reduce to negligible / low negative on restoration of the site
and becoming low to medium beneficial as the restoration establishes in the first five years and beyond.

4.19

The sensitivity of the character area to surface mining developments was assessed as moderate by the Northumberland Key Land Use
Impact Study. This assessment finds that the site area has a similar moderate sensitivity taking into account the local character of the
landscape and the detail of the proposed development.

4.20

The significance of the effects of the development on landscape character has therefore been derived from its sensitivity being moderate to
this type of development and the magnitude of the effects being medium giving rise to a moderate significance, reducing as the site is
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restored and becoming slight to moderate beneficial as the restoration establishes and matures.
VISUAL EFFECTS
4.21

A visual impact assessment based on GLVIA 3 methodology identifies and assesses the impact of the proposals upon visual receptors.
Visual receptors include the public or community at large, residents, visitors and other groups of viewers as well as the visual amenity of
people affected.

4.22

Potential visual effects of the Highthorn surface mining operations include:
a) Changes in the visual appearance of the site area arising from the working proposals for the development;
b) Construction of perimeter soil storage mounds and two overburden storage mounds that in some views impact on skyline views;
c) Visibility of plant during construction of the storage mounds and soil stripping of phases of the sites working;
d) Views into the working area of the site and visibility of associated plant;
e) Visibility of site lighting.

SENSITIVITY OF VISUAL RECEPTORS
4.23

4.24

The types of viewers, the numbers, the duration of the view and the importance of the view or views of and from valued areas define the
sensitivity of a visual receptor suggest that the sensitivity of visual receptors and views will be dependent on:
a)

The location and context of the viewpoint;

b)

The expectations and occupation or activity of the receptor; and

c)

The importance of the view.

Table 2 below provides criteria for the assessment of sensitivity of visual receptors.
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Table 2
Criteria for the assessment of sensitivity of visual receptors
Level
High

Medium

Low

Typical criteria
Public views within areas of protected landscapes such as National Park, National Scenic Area and
AONB
Communities where the development results in changes in the landscape setting or valued views
enjoyed by the community
Occupiers of residential properties with views affected by the development
Users of outdoor recreational facilities including public rights of way outside statutory designated areas,
whose attention or interest is focused on the landscape and where tolerance to change is likely to be
low
People travelling through or past the affected landscape in cars, on trains or other transport routes
whose attention or interest is focused on the landscape and where tolerance to change is likely to be
low
People engaged in outdoor sport or recreation whose attention maybe focused away from the
landscape and where tolerance to change is likely to be high
People at their place of work, or engaged in similar activities, whose attention maybe focused away
from the change in view and where tolerance to change is likely to be high
Views from urban roads, footways, railways and industrial areas whose attention maybe focused away
from the landscape and where tolerance to change is likely to be high

MAGNITUDE
4.25

Visual effects need to be assessed in relation to size or scale and geographical extent of the area influenced and duration and reversibility of
the effects. The scale of the change in view with respect to the loss or addition of features in the view occupied by the proposed
development; the degree of contrast or integration of any new features or changes in the landscape with the existing or remaining landscape
elements and characteristics in terms of form, scale and mass, line, height, colour and texture; the nature of the view of the proposed
development, in terms of the relative amount of time over which it will be experienced and whether views will be full, partial or glimpsed.

4.26

Table 3 shows criteria to guide the assessment of magnitude (visual and landscape).
Table 3
Criteria for the assessment of magnitude
Level
High

Medium

Low

Typical criteria
Total loss of or major alteration to key elements/ features/characteristics of the baseline, i.e.
pre-development landscape or view and/ or introduction of elements considered to be totally
uncharacteristic when set within the attributes of the receiving landscape
Partial loss of or alteration to key elements/ features/characteristics of the baseline, i.e. predevelopment landscape or view and/ or introduction of elements that may be prominent but
may not necessarily be considered to be substantially uncharacteristic when set within the
attributes of the receiving landscape
Minor loss of or alteration to key elements/ features/characteristics of the baseline, i.e. predevelopment landscape or view and/ or introduction of elements that may not necessarily be
considered to be uncharacteristic when set within the attributes of the receiving landscape
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Table 3
Criteria for the assessment of magnitude
Level
Negligible

Typical criteria
Very minor loss of or alteration to key elements/ features/characteristics of the baseline, i.e.
pre- development landscape or view and/ or introduction of elements that are not
uncharacteristic with the surrounding landscape- approximating the ' no change' situation

SIGNIFICANCE
4.27

To make an assessment of the significance of visual effects the separate judgements about sensitivity of the receptor and magnitude of the
visual effects need to be combined to allow a judgement of whether an effect is significant or not. Table 4 shows guiding criteria for
determining significance (visual and landscape).

Level
Imperceptible
Slight
Moderate
Substantial
Severe

Table 4
Criteria for determining significance
Typical criteria
The degree of change is so small as to have little or no effect
The proposals have some, but only a limited effect within the mainly local context
The proposals have a noticeable effect within the context of the wider area
The proposals have a large effect within the context of the wider area
The proposals are wholly out of character with the existing situation, both locally and on
the wider scale

4.28

This report has assessed impacts that are greater than moderate as being significant. Effects may be locally significant or may extend over
a wide area. Whilst significant adverse effects may be identified in connection with a proposed development, this does not imply necessarily
that the development taken as a whole would be unacceptable in environmental terms.

4.29

Changes in the visual appearance of the site in relation to the various locations and receptors surrounding the site have been assessed
below.
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VISUAL EFFECTS FROM RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES AND SETTLEMENTS

Figure 52 Location of residential properties
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Hemscott Hill Farm
4.30

Views from residential properties surrounding the site,
starting in the south with Hemscott Hill Farm (558m to
the site) and the farm cottage (337m to the east of the
site). Both properties are orientated north-south with
the majority of windows on these elevations. The farm
house has vegetation to the west screening views of the
site (see figure 53). The cottage has two small windows
facing the site. The visual effect would be negligible /
low (magnitude) slight (significance) during the working
of the site (7yrs) (the owners of these properties are
associated with this application).

Figure 53 View of Hemscott Hill Farm with adjacent vegetation

Blakemoor Farm
4.31

Blakemoor Farm (747m southeast of the site) is
screened from the development by farm buildings and
the gardens face south away from the site and so there
would be no visual effects on these properties.

Figure 54 View of the properties at Blakemoor Farm with farm buildings screening views to the north
towards the site

50

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

Drift Cafe
4.32

The Drift Cafe and residential property (1362m south of the site) has ground floor and garden views screened by a 2m fence (see figure 55).
There would be upper story views north from the property to the eastern edge of the site, which extends west behind Blakemoor Farm
partially screening the site. Further west, the site is a very narrow band in the distant landscape. To the west of the view the southern
overburden mound just grazes the skyline. The skyline to the north is not broken and views to the Cheviots and Simonside are retained (see
figure 57). There will be no views into the working site once the western soil mounds are complete during phase 1 of the development and
the phasing of the overburden mound construction and removal has been carefully designed to minimise the amount of time that plant would
be visible on the mound, 4 month’s construction and 4 month’s removal. Due to the distance from the site and the design of the mounds and
working phases the visual effect would be negligible (magnitude) imperceptible (significance) during the working of the site (7yrs).

Figure 55 View of the Drift Cafe and residential property
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Figure 56 Photo of the view from the Drift Cafe

Figure 57 View of the computer model towards the site from the Drift Cafe
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Cresswell / Ellington (East)
4.33

Properties on the northern edge of Cresswell including
Cresswell Saw Mill and North Lodge to the southwest
of Cresswell and North View and adjacent properties
on the eastern edge of Ellington (approximately
1.5km) to the north of the site.

Figure 58 Photo showing North View and adjacent property on the C110 to the west of the Saw Mill

4.34

These properties look north to the site from an elevated location on a ridgeline dropping down to the east. The site extends in a very narrow
band across the middle distance. Trees and woodland along Warkworth Lane in the foreground help to break up the southern edge of the
site and ground the site elements into the landscape. The skyline is retained well above the site with views to the Cheviots and Simonside.
There are very narrow and restricted views into the central area of the site, which at this distance would be difficult to pick out in the view.
Representative viewpoint 1 from St. Bartholomews Church is representative of views from these properties (see figure 59). The visual effect
would be negligible / low (magnitude) slight (significance) during the working of the site (7yrs).

Figure 59 Photomontage from St. Bartholomews Church, showing the proposed development (representative viewpoint 1)
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Ellington (The Knoll)
4.35

There are approximately five properties on the northwest edge of Ellington at The Knoll (1.5km to the site) that would have views towards the
site. The site would extend in a narrow band along the skyline in the west of the view with the foreground landform screening the eastern
edge of the site. The visual effect would be negligible / low (magnitude) slight (significance) during the working of the site (7yrs).

Figure 60 Photo from footpath Ellington 012 showing properties on the northwest edge of Ellington

Figure 61 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from properties on the northern edge of The Knoll
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Kennels Cottage
4.36

Kennels Cottage, located northwest of the Saw Mill (28m AOD) at a lower elevation (24m AOD), next to a block of broadleaved woodland
(1157m from the site). This woodland and garages screen views further to the west from the property.

Figure 62 View of the Kennels Cottage showing garden wall partially screening views towards the site

The northern edge of the garden has a stone wall screening the majority of views from ground level, although there would be some oblique
views from upstairs rooms. There would be open views from the northern edge of the garden. Overall the visual effect would be negligible /
low (magnitude) slight (significance) during the working of the site (7yrs).
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Figure 63 View from the western corner of the garden

The Cheviots
Southern overburden mound
Woodland east of
Ellington Caravan Park

Northern overburden mound
below the skyline
Subsoil mound to eastern edge of the site

Figure 64 Comparative view of the computer model showing visibility of the site
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Warkworth Lane Cottage & Ellington Caravan Park
4.37

Warkworth Lane Cottage and Ellington Caravan Park (15m AOD, 800m south of the site). Vegetation along the edge of Warkworth Lane
screens much of the view to the site, but where there are gaps in the vegetation the site is visible. The most visible element of the site being
the southern overburden storage mound (OBM2) which would break the skyline with a naturalistic domed top to the mound. The northern
overburden mound (2km away) is visible to the east, again with a naturalistic domed top, although much more distant than the southern
mound. The perimeter topsoil and subsoil mounds are visible in front of the overburden mounds and linking the two mounds. Views to the
distant Cheviots would be lost temporarily at phase 2 beyond the southern overburden mound until phase 5 of the development once the
overburden mound is removed (60 months approximately). The visual effect would be low (magnitude) slight / moderate (significance) during
the working of the site (7yrs).

Figure 65 Photo of the view from the path adjacent to Warkworth Lane Cottage

Southern overburden mound

Northern overburden mound

Subsoil mound to eastern edge of the site

Topsoil mound along
the southern edge of the site

Figure 66 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from Warkworth Lane Cottage and the caravan park
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Figure 67 Photomontage showing the proposed site from the public bridleway adjacent to the caravan park (representative viewpoint 4)
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Hagg House & Hagg Farm Cottage
4.38

Hagg House and Hagg Farm Cottages (744m from the south of the site) are screened by adjacent vegetation around the buildings and along
the A1068. There may be narrow views to the site and the southern overburden storage mound. The visual effect would be negligible
(magnitude) imperceptible (significance) during the working of the site (7yrs).

Figure 68 Photo showing vegetation adjacent to Hagg Farm Cottages

The Willows
4.39

The Willows adjacent to Hagg Farm Cottages does not face the site but there is the potential for views from the front garden and driveway.
However the site is screened by vegetation along the A1068. There may be limited winter views to the southern overburden mound with the
northern mound set back to the east and perimeter subsoil mounds further east. The visual effect would be negligible (magnitude)
imperceptible / slight (significance) during the working of the site (7yrs).
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Figure 69 Photo showing vegetation along the A1068 adjacent to The Willows

Teviotdale & Teviot Cottage
4.40

Teviotdale and Teviot Cottage are located adjacent to Hagg House to the north west of the A1068 (694m from the site). All the properties
and gardens are well screened from the site at ground level by surrounding vegetation. Several barns and outbuildings do adjoin the
northern boundary of the property and some of these do have windows. There may also be some limited views to the site from upper story
dormer windows. The visual effect would be low (magnitude) slight / moderate (significance) during the working of the site (7yrs).
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Figure 70 Photo showing the side of the properties facing the site
Southern overburden mound
Northern overburden mound

Topsoil mound along
the southern edge of the site

Subsoil mound to southern
edge of the site

Hedgerow

Figure 71 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from Teviotdale if there were no boundary vegetation and hedgerow to the north

North Linton Farm & Bungalow
4.41

North Linton Farm and the Bungalow (1100m to the south west of the site). There would be views northeast to the southern overburden
mound that would be set within surrounding vegetation. The visual effect would be negligible (magnitude) imperceptible / slight (significance)
during the working of the site (7yrs).
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Southern overburden mound
Trees at the end of Mile Road
on the A1068

Trees to the west of Highthorn
on the A1068

Figure 72 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from North Linton Farm

Highthorn
4.42

Highthorn (150m to the south of the site) faces north with views to the site. The perimeter mounds would cut across the view screening views
into the site and forming the skyline in the eastern part of the view. To the north and west the southern overburden mound would occupy the
skyline and the perimeter mounds curve away towards the overburden mound, giving a greater expanse of foreground visible to the west.
The visual effect would be medium / high (magnitude) substantial (significance) during the working of the site (7yrs). (The owners of this
property are associated with this application, although not the tenants).

Subsoil and topsoil mounds to southern edge of the site

Southern overburden mound

Figure 73 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from Highthorn
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Widdrington Station
4.43

Properties on the eastern edge of Widdrington Station (including Ramsey located between 500 and 850m to the west of the site). These
properties face northeast and have well vegetated northern boundaries screening the majority of views to the site.

Figure 74 Photo showing the rear of properties on the northern edge of Widdrington Station

4.44

There may be limited views to the site with the soil storage mounds forming a very narrow band on the skyline extending east from
Houndalee. The southern overburden mound would be visible to the eastern extent of the views with a domed slightly more elevated profile
that would obscure views to the sea while the mound is present (see representative viewpoint 10). The visual effect would be negligible / low
(magnitude) slight (significance) during the working of the site (7yrs).
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Houndalee Farm

Southern overburden mound

Northern overburden mound

Figure 75 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from the eastern edge of Widdrington Station with no screening vegetation

Figure 76 Photomontage from representative viewpoint 10 on the public footpath to the north of Widdrington Station showing a similar view to figure 75 above

Houndalee Farm & Farm Cottage
4.45

Houndalee Farm and Farm Cottage (located 400m to the west of the site and 300m north of the site entrance) face south towards the
mounds around the site compound and the southern overburden mound beyond. The land falls away from beyond the A1068 meaning that
the site mounds and overburden mound would create a very low profile along with foreground vegetation adjacent to the road breaking up
views of the mounds. The visual effect would be low / medium (magnitude) moderate (significance) during the working of the site (7yrs).
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Subsoil mound north of
the site compound

Vegetation next to
the A1068

Southern overburden mound
Site entrance

Figure 77 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from Houndalee Farm

Houndalee Cottages
4.46

Houndalee Cottages located to the east of Houndalee Farm and the A1068 (280m west of the site and 300m north of the site entrance). The
cottages have a strong hedge to the garden facing south with another hedgerow on the other side of the access lane, which would screen
views to the site. Each cottage has a single narrow upper floor window which would have views to the site.

Figure 78 Photo showing hedgerows adjacent to Houndalee cottages
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4.47

Views would have the perimeter topsoil and subsoil mounds in the middle distance with the domed profile of the southern overburden mound
beyond, creating a naturalistic flowing shape with trees at either end framing the site elements (see representative viewpoint 11). The visual
effect would be negligible / low (magnitude) slight (significance) during the working of the site (7yrs).

Figure 79 Photomontage from representative viewpoint 11 showing the proposed site

Alma Cottage
4.48

Alma Cottage located just to the north of Houndalee Cottages and is screened from views of the site by the adjacent cottages and
vegetation. There would be no visual effects on this property.
Property opposite Widdrington United Reformed Church

4.49

This property is on the southern edge of Widdrington (937m west of the site and 1368m north of the site entrance) there would be views to
the distant southern overburden mound and perimeter soil mounds, with foreground vegetation around Houndalee Cottages and Houndalee
Farm helping to ground the mounds in the landscape (see representative viewpoint 12 from the footpath to the south of the hedgerow). The
visual effect would be negligible / low (magnitude) slight (significance) during the working of the site (7yrs).
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Figure 80 Photomontage from representative viewpoint 12 showing the proposed site

Rookwood House
4.50

Rook House (887m west of the site) just to the south of Holy Trinity Church is surrounded by woodland screening views of the site. There
would be no visual effects on this property.
Widdrington Farm

4.51

Widdrington Farm and properties on Garth Lane in Widdrington (880m to the northwest of the site). The farmhouse has no windows that face
the site and a walled garden. The properties on Garth Lane are screened at ground level by hedgerows, walls and fences, but there may be
limited views from upper floor windows.
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Figure 81 View to properties on Garth Lane and Widdrington Farm from Holy Trinity Church

4.52

Any views would be south to the western edge of the compound and the edge of the southern overburden mound beyond and the subsoil
storage mounds to the north and east of the compound (see representative viewpoint 13 from the Holy Trinity Church Widdrington). The
visual effect would be negligible (magnitude) imperceptible / slight (significance) during the working of the site (7yrs).

Figure 82 Photomontage from representative viewpoint 13 showing the proposed site
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Stonecroft
4.53

Stonecroft located (309m north of the site) on the C116. The house faces south and would have views to the northern overburden mound
partially screened by agricultural buildings to the south and the coniferous shelter belt to the southwest with the mound becoming visible
above this to the side of the buildings. The visual effect would be low (magnitude) slight / moderate (significance) during the working of the
site (7yrs). However due to the proximity of the overburden mound there would times when the mound is being constructed and plant is
visible that visual effects would be medium / high with a substantial significance for a period of approximately 4 months during construction
(phase 2) and 4 months during its removal (phase 4).

Agricultural buildings
Conifer tree belt

Northern overburden mound
Conifer tree belt

Figure 83 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from Stonecroft

High Chibburn
4.54

High Chibburn is located 230m to the east of Stonecroft (318m north of the site). The property faces south with adjacent hedgerows along
the roadside screening ground level views. There would be upper story views of the topsoil and subsoil storage mounds directly to the south
with woodland on the Ellington ridgeline visible beyond the mounds for part of the skyline. To the west of the view the top of the northern
overburden mound is just visible above the coniferous tree belt. The visual effect would be negligible (magnitude) imperceptible / slight
(significance) during the working of the site (7yrs).
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Figure 84 Photo of High Chibburn from the C116

Northern overburden mound
Woodland on the ridgeline between
Cresswell and Ellington just visible
above the mounds

Topsoil and the top of subsoil
mounds to the north east edge
of the site

Conifer tree belt

Figure 85 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from High Chibburn (without adjacent hedgerows)
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Druridge & Farm Cottages
4.55

Druridge and the farm cottages (600m north of the site). There are 15 properties at Druridge, many of which do not face the site or are
screened by other buildings. There is a terrace of four single story cottages that face south to the site, along with the house Druridge and two
barn conversions (see figure 86 aerial photo below).

Figure 86 Aerial photo of the properties at Druridge

Figure 87 Photo showing the properties at Druridge from the east
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4.56

These would have views south to the topsoil and subsoil storage mounds to the east of the site running along the skyline into the Ellington
ridgeline further to the east of the view. In the west of the view the coniferous tree belt along the eastern edge of the northern overburden
mound extends northwest out of the view with the top of the mound visible above the trees. Viewpoint 17 from the junction of the C116 and
the C110 at the entrance to the National Trust car parking area is the representative view for this area. The visual effect would be low
(magnitude) slight / moderate (significance) during the working of the site (7yrs).

Figure 88 Photomontage from representative viewpoint 17 showing the proposed site
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Settlements
4.57

Views of the site from within settlements are limited to locations on the edge of settlements at the C116 on the eastern edge of Widdrington,
with views south to the northern overburden mound beyond the trees along the road further east and above the coniferous shelterbelt along
the northern edge of the site. The visual effect would be negligible (magnitude) imperceptible / slight (significance) during the working of the
site (7yrs).

Figure 89 Photo showing the view from the eastern edge of Widdrington

Trees along the C116
Agricultural buildings
Topsoil mound to the northern
edge of the site

Northern overburden mound

Figure 90 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from the eastern edge of Widdrington

4.58

The south-eastern edge of Cresswell would have very distant views to the perimeter soil storage mounds, the northern overburden mound.
The visual effect on the settlement would be negligible (magnitude) imperceptible / slight (significance) during the working of the site (7yrs).
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Figure 91 Photo from the eastern edge of Cresswell

Northern overburden mound
below the skyline

The Cheviots visible in the distance
Subsoil mound to eastern edge of the site

Figure 92 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from the northeast corner of Cresswell

4.59

The eastern edge of Widdrington Station (Mile Road) is screened by roadside hedgerows although there are some gaps giving views to the
site.
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Figure 93 View east along Mile Road

4.60

The site would also be visible from the area of open space at the southern end of the Gables (see figure 215). Visual effects on the
settlement would be negligible (magnitude), imperceptible / slight (significance) during the working of the site (7yrs).

4.61

The Highthorn site would only be visible from the very eastern edge of Ellington on the C110 and there are no views from the main
settlement of Ellington. Visual effects on the settlement would be negligible (magnitude), imperceptible / slight (significance) during the
working of the site (7yrs).

4.62

The potential effects upon individual properties and settlements are summarised in Table 5 below.

Table 5
Potential visual effects upon individual properties*
Property

Distance to the site

Magnitude

Significance

Hemscott Hill Farm

280m

Low

Slight / moderate

Hemscott Hill Farm Cottage

280m

Negligible / low

Slight
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Blakemoor Farm

720m

None

None

The Drift Cafe

1362m

Negligible

Imperceptible

Properties on the northern edge of Cresswell / eastern
edge of Ellington (including Cresswell Saw Mill, North
Lodge and North View)

1400 -1900m

Negligible / low

Slight

Kennels Cottage

1157m

Negligible / low

Slight

Warkworth Lane Cottage and Ellington Caravan Park

770 - 855m

low

Slight / moderate

Ellington (The Knoll)

1400m

Negligible / low

Slight

Hagg House and Hagg House Cottages

690m

Negligible

Imperceptible

The Willows

700m

Negligible

Imperceptible
Slight

Teviot dale and Teviot Cottage

697m

Low

Slight / moderate

North Linton Farm

1091m

Negligible

Imperceptible
Slight

Highthorn

140m

Medium/High

Substantial

Properties on the eastern edge of Widdrington Station
(including Ramsey)

500 - 850m

Negligible / low

Slight

Houndalee Farm and Cottage

256m

Low/medium

Moderate

Houndalee Cottages

260m

Negligible

Slight

Alma Cottage

304m

None

None

930m

Negligible

Imperceptible
Slight

Rookwood House (Widdrington)

885m

None

None

Widdrington Farm and properties on Garth Lane

851m

Negligible

Imperceptible
Slight

Stonecroft

320m

Low

Slight / moderate

The property opposite
Reformed Church

the

Widdrington

United
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High Chibburn

310m

Negligible

Imperceptible
Slight

/

Properties at Druridge

526m

Low

Slight / moderate

Widdrington Station (Settlement)

575m

Negligible

Imperceptible
Slight

/

Widdrington (Settlement)

690m

Negligible

Imperceptible
Slight

/

Cresswell (Settlement)

1600m

Negligible

Imperceptible
Slight

/

Ellington (Settlement)

1400m

None

None

all properties and settlements are considered to have a high sensitivity.

VISUAL EFFECTS FROM ROADS
4.63

There are views of the proposed development from sections of roads around the site, which are: mainly from the A1068, the C110 and C116
and to a lesser extent from the B1337, the C120 Ulgham Grange road, C119 Tute Hill Road and Mile Road (Widdrington Station). These
have been highlighted on the plan below.
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Figure 94 Public roads around the Highthorn site

4.64

Visibility of the Highthorn site from public roads and rights of way is described below.

78

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

Visibility of the Highthorn site from A1068

5
6

7

8
9
4
3
2

1

Figure 95 Location of viewpoints on the A1068

A1068 South to North
4.65

The A1068 travels south-north past the site. From south of Ellington views to the site are screened by topography and vegetation. The land
rises to the western edge of Ellington at the roundabout at the junction with Front Street. As the road travels north the land drops away and
the views open up to the site for a distance of 558m (see representative viewpoint 3 from the entrance to Ellington Caravan Park and the
start of bridleway Ellington 013).

79

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

Figure 96 Photomontage (representative viewpoint 3) showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 1 Entrance to Ellington Caravan Park

4.66

The primary element of the site being the southern overburden mound with the northern mound set back and to the east, both mounds
having a naturalistic domed profile.

Hagg Farm

Block of trees adjacent
to the A1068

Topsoil on the southern edge
of the site

Southern overburden mound

Subsoil mound to
eastern edge of the site

Properties at
Highthorn

Figure 97 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 2

4.67

The road drops towards Hagg House Farm, where roadside vegetation then screens views until the bridleway Ellington 011 that passes
Highthorn, just to the south of the junction with the C120 Ughlam Grange Road.
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Block of trees at the end
of Mile Road adjacent
to the A1068

Topsoil on the southern edge
of the site

Southern overburden mound

Trees at the end of
Highthorn Bridleway
Subsoil mound to
southern edge of the site

Figure 98 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 3

4.68

From here the views open up to the site 265m to the north with the perimeter topsoil mounds and the southern overburden mound next to the
road and the perimeter subsoil mound extending to the east. From here the site is visible for 1038m travelling north when the site is passed.

Figure 99 Photomontage from viewpoint 4 (representative viewpoint 6) showing the proposed development from the end of Mile Road
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4.69

Views are predominantly of the perimeter 6m high topsoil mound beyond the roadside hedgerow, which will be allowed to grow taller (as has
been done at the Brenkley Lane site on the Berwick Hill Road).
A1068 North to South

4.70

From the north on the A1068 the site is screened by topography and vegetation until exiting Widdrington at the United Reformed Church.

Tree belt extending south
from Widdrington

Southern overburden mound
Houndalee Farm

Vegetation next to
the A1068

Figure 100 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 5

4.71

From here sporadic roadside vegetation breaks up distant views to the southern overburden mound (to the east of the road) for a distance of
240m from where there is a tall roadside hedgerow screening views to the site. The elevation of the road is dropping to the junction with the
B1337.

82

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

Tree belt extending south
from Widdrington

Southern overburden mound
Subsoil mound north
of the site compound

Houndalee Farm

Figure 101 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 6

4.72

Here the road turns slightly towards the site and the southern overburden mound is visible, partly screened by trees at Houndalee and the
lower section of the mound by topography as the land rises to just north of Houndalee. Views to the east of the site are screened by a small
ridgeline that extends south from Widdrington and the coniferous shelterbelt running along this.

Southern overburden mound
Subsoil mound north
of the site compound

Houndalee Farm

Houndalee Cottages
and surrounding vegetation

Figure 102 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 7

4.73

From here the road runs straight towards the southern overburden mound, which becomes closer in the view, although it remains low and
partially screened by vegetation and landform around Houndalee (see figure 102 above) for 700m to the entrance to the farm and cottages
(see representative viewpoint 11 from the entrance to Houndalee Cottages).
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Figure 103 Photomontage from representative viewpoint 11 Houndalee Cottages

Topsoil mound adjacent to
the A1068

Southern overburden mound

Topsoil mound at the back of the
site compound

Site entrance

Figure 104 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 8

4.74

At the site entrance there is a very narrow view into the site with the topsoil mound at the back of the compound and with views along the
A1068 and the perimeter topsoil mound following the curve of the road with a narrow section of the top of the
southern overburden mound above.
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Southern overburden mound

Topsoil mound adjacent to
the A1068
Trees at the end of Mile Road
adjacent to the A1068

Figure 105 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 9

4.75

From here views continue for 833m until the site is passed.

4.76

The visual effects on the A1068 between Ellington and Widdrington would be medium (magnitude) and moderate (significance) initially
reducing to low / medium and slight / moderate once the perimeter mounds were established with grass.
Visibility of the Highthorn site from the C116 and C110

4
1

5 6

7

2
3

8

9

10

Figure 106 Location of viewpoints on the C116

C116 West to East
4.77

The C116 runs from Widdrington to Druridge in the east where it becomes the C110 south to Cresswell.
Travelling from Widdrington as the road approaches the entrance to the farm shop it turns to the south and there would be views to the
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northern overburden partially screened be trees and roadside vegetation. As the road passes the car park to the farm shop on the right a
roadside hedge on the left screen views to the northern overburden mound (just to the east).

Figure 107 Photo from the C116 at viewpoint 1 towards the site

Trees along the C116
Northern overburden mound

Subsoil mound

Figure 108 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 1
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Figure 109 Photo from the C116 showing the hedgerow along the eastern side of the road

4.78

Although there would be narrow views south along the road to the perimeter subsoil mound just below the skyline (for a distance of 190m).

Figure 110 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 2
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4.79

As you turn a sharp bend to the east the roadside hedgerow screens views to the site, but with oblique glimpsed views to the northern
overburden mound above the northern most (east-west) coniferous shelterbelt, through gaps in the roadside hedgerow created by the large
hedgerow trees (for a distance of 250m approx.).

Figure 111 Photomontage (representative viewpoint 14) showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 3

4.80

Further to the east the hedgerow is lower with more gaps and it would be possible to see more open views across the hedgerow to the
shelterbelt and northern overburden mound for 250m while approaching a section of shelterbelt that extends north to the road and breaks up
views to the site for approximately 100m.

Figure 112 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 4
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Figure 113 Photo from viewpoint 5 showing the tree belt adjacent to the road
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Figure 114 Photo from viewpoint 6 showing the open views south once beyond the tree belt

Figure 115 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 6 east of the tree belt
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4.81

Views then open up once again to the south for 300m until Stonecroft is reached on the right, where buildings and vegetation break up views
to the site for a short distance.

Figure 116 Photo from viewpoint 7 showing Stonecroft

Figure 117 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 8 east of Stonecroft (roadside hedge not shown)
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4.82

There are then views to the top section of the overburden mound above the roadside hedgerow until another section of tree belt is reached,
which obscures views for 100m where the northern overburden mound becomes visible again above the tree belt, with perimeter soil
mounds to the east.

Figure 118 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 9 at High Chibburn (roadside hedge not shown)

4.83

From here the site is screened by the roadside hedgerow until the road turns sharply south where there would be views south to the
perimeter soil mounds and the northern overburden storage mound above the eastern tree belt again, for 120m until the road turns back to
the east.

Figure 119 Photo of roadside hedgerow
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Figure 120 Photo from viewpoint 10

Figure 121 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 10

93

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

4.84

There would oblique views south to the site until the road turns back to the south, 427m to the east (see representative viewpoint 17 below).

Figure 122 Photomontage (representative viewpoint 17) showing the visibility of the site

4.85

The visual effects on the C116 between Widdrington and Druridge would be low / medium (magnitude) and slight / moderate (significance).
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C110 North to South

11
12

13
14
15
18
17
16

Figure 123 Location of viewpoints on the C110

4.86

At this point the road becomes the C110 and there would again be views to the eastern soil mounds and northern overburden mound.

Figure 124 Photo from viewpoint 11
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Figure 125View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 11

Figure 126 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 12

4.87

This view remains similar except the eastern soil mounds become closer and more prominent in the view for 925m until the farm buildings at
Hemscott would screen views to the site for 225m.
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Figure 127 Photo from viewpoint 13 at Hemscott Hill Farm

4.88

Once past the farm the road rises quickly up to Hemscott Hill with more elevated open views to the site at an oblique angle to the road (see
representative viewpoint 18 below).

Figure 128 Photomontage from viewpoint 14 (Representative VP18)
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4.89

The road quickly descends again and the site is passed at Cresswell pond.

Figure 129 Photomontage from viewpoint 15 (Representative VP19)

C110 South to North
4.90

Travelling this route in the other direction from Cresswell in the south, the site becomes visible in the distance on leaving the village. Views
would be to the distant eastern soil storage mounds and northern overburden mound above and the Cheviots above that, although the site
would be hard to make out at this distance (for 130m).
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Figure 130 Photo from viewpoint 16 Cresswell

Figure 131 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 16
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4.91

The road then drops into a dip for 200m to just south of the Drift Cafe where there would be views to the eastern mounds and northern
overburden mound behind the cafe extending to the east (for 270m). To the west of the road views are predominantly screened by
topography. Views stay similar until just south of Blakemoor Farm where the road is lower and the site is screened by topography until just at
the entrance to the farm (110m).

Figure 132 Photo from viewpoint 17 south of the Drift Cafe

Figure 133 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 17 south of the Drift Cafe
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4.92

Here the views open up once again to the eastern mounds, with views to the west broken up by vegetation to the southern edge of Cresswell
pond.

Figure 134 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 18 entrance to Blakemoor Farm

4.93

The view remains fairly similar for 280m at the northern end of Cresswell pond where the views open more to the west and the site occupies
a larger extent of the view although still very low, just grazing the skyline (see representative viewpoint 19, figure 121).

4.94

From here the road rises gently up towards Hemscott Hill and views are similar in both directions through to Widdrington where the road
turns away from the site.

4.95

The visual effects on the C110 between Druridge and Cresswell would be medium (magnitude) and moderate (significance) initially reducing
to low / medium and slight / moderate once the perimeter mounds were established with grass.
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4.96

Other roads that would have glimpsed distant views are the C120 from Ulgham to the A1068, with several locations having views to the
southern overburden mound. Visual effects would be negligible / low (magnitude) and slight (significance).

Figure 135 Photomontage (representative viewpoint 7) showing visibility of the site from C120 Ulgham Grange Road

4.97

The C110 Cresswell to Ellington road has glimpsed views where there are gaps in the roadside hedgerows, although the site is some
distance away. Visual effects would be negligible (magnitude) and imperceptible / slight (significance).
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Figure 136 Photo showing the view north from a gap in the hedgerow on the C110 Cresswell to Ellington Road

Southern overburden mound

Cheviot Hills
Northern overburden mound

Figure 137 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from the C110 west of Cresswell

4.98

The B1337 has views to the site that are partially obscured by foreground landform and vegetation around Houndalee. Views are to the top
of the southern overburden mound and soil storage mounds around the compound and to the north, with the top of the northern overburden
mound just visible above foreground landform. Visual effects would be low (magnitude) and slight (significance).
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Figure 138 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from the B1337

4.99

There would also be views from Tute Hill to the south west of Widdrington Station. There is a roadside hedgerow screening the majority of
views, but there are several gateways that would allow distant views to the southern overburden mound (see representative viewpoint 8).
Visual effects would be negligible (magnitude) and imperceptible / slight (significance).

Figure 139 Photomontage (representative viewpoint 7) showing visibility of the site from the C119 Tute Hill
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4.100 Views from Mile Road are screened by roadside hedgerows until the eastern end of the road at the junction with the A1068 where there are
views to the perimeter topsoil mound and top of the southern overburden mound (see representative viewpoint 6 Appendix C). Overall visual
effects on the road would be negligible / low (magnitude) and slight (significance).

Table 6
Potential effects on public roads (medium sensitivity)
Roads

Magnitude

Significance

Notes

A1068

Medium
reducing to
Low
/
medium

Moderate
reducing
slight
moderate

to
/

The assessment is of the section of road between
Ellington and Widdrington (4.2km). A 1km section of
the road is adjacent to the site.

Medium
reducing to
Low
/
medium

Moderate
reducing
slight
moderate

to
/

C116

Low
medium

Slight
moderate

B1337

Low

Slight

The assessment is of the section of road between
Widdrington Station and the junction with the A1068
(1.2km). Views would be to the subsoil mounds
around the compound and the southern overburden
mound (1km away).

C120 Ulgham
Grange Road

Negligible /
Low

Slight

The assessment is of the section of road between the
A1068 and Ulgham Grange level crossing (1.8km).
There would be glimpses of the southern overburden
mound (880m away).

C119 Tute Hill

Negligible

Imperceptible
/ slight

The assessment is of the section of the road between
the C120 and Widdrington Station (760m). There
would be glimpsed views to the site (1.6km away).

C110

/

/

The assessment is of the section of road between
Druridge and Cresswell (3km). A 350m section
(11.6%) would have elevated oblique views to the site
(320m away).
The assessment is of the entire length of the road
between Widdrington and Druridge (2.5km). Views
would generally be to the top of the northern
overburden mound above the coniferous tree belts
(430m away).

105

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

VISUAL EFFECTS FROM PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY
4.102 Public rights of way with views of the proposed development are also set out and numbered on the plan below.

Figure 140 Public rights of way around the Highthorn site
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4.103 Public rights of way with views of the development are as follows:
Footpath – Ellington 012 and Cresswell 002

Figure 141 Location of viewpoints on Ellington 012 and Cresswell 002

4.104 The paths run from the western edge of Ellington in the south along the ridgeline north to Blakemoor Farm The site is visible to a varying
degree from the entire length of the path, but at an oblique angle to the path.
4.105 Views from southern section of the path just north of Ellington would be to the southern overburden mound which just glances through the
horizon to the east of the cheviots with landform screening the eastern part of the site.
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Figure 142 Photo from the path at viewpoint 1

Figure 143 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 1

4.106 Further north the path becomes more elevated (see figure 144) with the northern and southern overburden mounds visible well below the
skyline (the Cheviot Hills visible beyond) and with narrow views into to the eastern part of the site. In the foreground is the Ellington Caravan
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Park, which has a negative effect on views to the north.

Figure 144 Photomontage showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 2 (representative viewpoint 2)

4.107 To the north near to the junction with bridleway Ellington 011 the woodland along Warkworth Lane screens the central part of the site with
the northern overburden mound visible above. This woodland breaks up views of a large portion of the site as the path crosses the bridleway
(Ellington 011) where it becomes Cresswell 02.

Figure 145 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 3
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Cresswell 02

Figure 146 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 4

4.108 This continues to the north as the path descends and the woodland has a greater screening effect although the site is closer. Views are
similar, with the eastern part of the site becoming more visible up until the track approaching Blakemoor farm where the site is more visible
with the southern and northern overburden mounds just breaking the skyline (see representative viewpoint 21).

Figure 147 Photomontage showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 5 (representative viewpoint 21)
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4.109 Overall visual effects on the path would be medium (magnitude) and moderate (significance) initially reducing to low / medium and slight /
moderate once the mounds were established with grass.
Bridleway 011/Footpath 010 Ellington
4.110 Bridleway Ellington 011 and footpath Ellington 010 from northern Ellington north and west to Warkworth Lane and the caravan park, then
west past Highthorn to the A1068.

Figure 148 Location of viewpoints on Ellington 010

From Ellington in the south initially views to the site are screened by foreground topography (first 100m). Views then open to the site beyond
the woodland adjacent to the caravan park with the eastern edge of the site screened by the hedgerow along the eastern edge of the track
(see figure 149 below). Views would be to the southern overburden mound, compound topsoil screen and western edge of the northern
overburden mound with a small area of the excavation visible above the trees (visible as working for 12 months in phase 4/5).
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Figure 149 Photo from viewpoint 1 showing the hedgerow to the eastern edge of the track

Southern overburden mound

Cheviot Hills
Woodland west of Kennels Cottage

Topsoil mound along
the southern edge of the site

Northern overburden mound

Figure 150 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 1
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4.111 As footpath Ellington 012 to Blackmoor Farm is crossed the woodland along Warkworth Lane breaks up views of the site and the hedgerow
along the eastern side of the path intermittently screens views to the eastern part of the site. Only the south western half of the southern
overburden is visible and glimpses of the northern mound and eastern subsoil mounds.

Figure 151 Photo from viewpoint 2
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Figure 152 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 2

4.112 Heading towards A1068 hedgerows on either side enclose views until the track drops down adjacent to the ponds where the southern
overburden mound would be visible beyond the perimeter mounds.
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Figure 153 Photo showing hedgerows along Widdrington 011 at viewpoint 3
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Figure 154 Photo view from field gate near to viewpoint 3

Figure 155 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 3
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Figure 156 Photo from bridleway Widdrington 011 at viewpoint 4

Figure 157 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 4
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4.113 Progressing towards the A1068 the hedgerows are present with only occasional gaps where the southern overburden mound would be
screened by foreground landform and vegetation around Highthorn with only the perimeter soil mounds visible.

Figure 158 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 5

At the access to the properties at Highthorn there is a gap in the hedgerow where there would be views to the top of the southern overburden
mound.

Figure 159 Photo from viewpoint 6 at the access to Highthorn properties
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Figure 160 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 6

Figure 161 Photomontage showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 7 (representative viewpoint 5)

4.114 The track rises towards the A1068 and the southern overburden mound would become more visible (see representative viewpoint 5).
4.115 The visual effects on the bridleway would be low / medium (magnitude) and slight / moderate (significance).
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Bridleway Ellington 013 / Cresswell 001

0 01

4.116 Bridleway Ellington 013 from the A1068 entrance to Ellington Caravan Park north along Warkworth Lane then Cresswell 001 from the
junction with Ellington 011 to Cresswell Pond.

Figure 162 Location of viewpoints on Ellington 013 and Cresswell 001

4.117 From the A1068 leading northeast along the entrance drive to the caravan park initially there are more open views to the site similar to
representative viewpoint 3 but these are quickly broken up by remnant hedgerow vegetation adjacent to the drive which becomes more
continuous further north.
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Figure 163 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 1

Figure 164 Photomontage showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 2 (representative viewpoint 4)
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4.118 The views are similar for the length of the path, being oblique to the path with glimpsed views through gaps in vegetation.

Figure 165 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 3

4.119 As the path progresses north the perimeter site mounds are closer and screen more of the overburden mounds to the north of the Blakemoor
Burn, where the subsoil mound to the eastern edge of the site becomes more prominent in views.

Figure 166 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 4
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4.120 In the last section of path up to Cresswell pond there are continuous hedgerows screening views to the site until the causeway across the
pond where there were open views to the site (see representative viewpoint 19).
4.121 The visual effects on the bridleway would be low / medium (magnitude) and slight / moderate (significance).
Footpath Ellington 004/017
Footpath Ellington 004 and 017 from the western edge of Ellington west to the River Lyne where 004 heads south to Linton and 017 runs
north of the river to Linton Lane and on to Ulgham.

Figure 167 Location of viewpoints on Ellington 004 / 017

4.122 From the western edge of Ellington the path descends towards the River Lyne, there are oblique views north to the two overburden mounds
broken up by foreground vegetation.

123

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

Figure 168 Photo from viewpoint 1

Figure 169 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 1
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4.123 These views are quickly screened by topography nearer to the river. Footpath Ellington 004 continues south towards Linton where it
gradually rises away from the river.

Figure 170 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 2

4.124 There would be views to the top of the southern overburden above foreground vegetation for approximately 130m until vegetation and
topography around Linton screen views to the site.

Figure 171 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 3
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4.125 On footpath 017, to the north of the River Lyne topography and vegetation prevents views of site until further west of the Linton Burn where
the top of the southern overburden mound is visible above the vegetation along A1068.

Figure 172 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 4

4.126 Views are similar through to Linton Lane where roadside hedgerows screen views until further west of the lane where the southern
overburden mound is visible in the distance above distant vegetation. Views are similar as the path heads south and then west towards
Ulgham Grange Farm until the path crosses the railway line when embankments screen views and vegetation along River Lyne.
4.127 The visual effects on the path would be negligible / low (magnitude) and imperceptible / slight (significance).
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Footpath Ulgham 012
4.128 Footpath Ulgham 012 runs next to the East Coast main line railway from Ulgham Grange north to Widdrington Station.

Figure 173 Location of viewpoints on Ulgham 012

4.129 From the south the path heads north adjacent to the railway line and is screened initially by vegetation and buildings at Grange Villa Farm.

Figure 174 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 1
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4.130 Then views open to the north and east to the site and the southern overburden mound and the subsoil mound to the north of the compound
and the northern overburden mound.

Figure 175 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 2

4.131 These views are similar for the length of the path until it approaches the southern edge of Widdrington station where the northern part of the
site is screened by buildings and vegetation around Ferneybeds Farm and further north until the end of the path only the southern mound is
visible.
4.132 The visual effects on the footpath would be low / medium (magnitude) and slight / moderate (significance).
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Footpath Ellington 001/Ulgham 013/Widdrington 009
4.133 Footpath Ellington 001, Ulgham 013 and Widdrington 009 from the northern end of Linton Lane in the south, heads north to Mile Road and
continues north to Houndalee Farm and then north to the B1337 next to the roundabout on the A1068.

Figure 176 Location of viewpoints on Ellington 001/Ulgham 013/Widdrington 009

4.134 The path starts opposite Linton Lane from where representative viewpoint 7 is located. From here there would be views to the southern
overburden mound above vegetation along the A1068.
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Figure 177 Photomontage showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 1 (representative viewpoint 7)

4.135 Views are similar heading north as vegetation screens more of the mound and the site becomes closer.

Figure 178 125 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 2
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4.136 The path turns east to the Linton Burn becoming Ulgham 013 with views to the northern section of the southern overburden mound along
with the topsoil mound adjacent to the A1068 and the subsoil mound north of the compound.

Figure 179 125 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 3

4.137 Views are similar heading north from Mile Road, becoming more oblique to the path but more open losing the screen of the trees along the
A1068 at Mile Road and moving away from the southern mound.

Figure 180 Photo from viewpoint 4
131

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

Figure 181 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 4

4.138 As the path heads north of Houndalee Farm, vegetation, buildings and trees start to have a screening effect breaking up the visibility of the
perimeter mounds, although the southern overburden mound is still visible.

Figure 182 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 5

4.139 The buildings will have a greater effect further north of Houndalee farm near to the end of the path at the B1337.
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Figure 183 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 6

4.140 The visual effects on the footpath would initially be medium (magnitude) and moderate (significance) reducing to low / medium and slight /
moderate once the mounds were established with grass.
Footpath Widdrington 010 and 015
4.141 Footpath Widdrington 010 from Houndalee Farm in the east heads west to the B1337 and footpath Widdrington 015 links south to
Widdrington Station.
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Figure 184 Location of viewpoints on Widdrington 010 and 015

4.142 The path starts on the B1337 heading east towards the site and Houndalee Farm. The foreground topography screens all but the top of the
southern overburden mound with the top of the subsoil mound north of the compound visible above vegetation at Houndalee Farm. The top
of the southern edge of the northern overburden mound would be just visible above foreground landform.

Figure 185 Photomontage showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 1 (representative viewpoint 9)
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4.143 The ground rises to the east and the site would become gradually more visible until the high point at the junction with footpath 015.

Figure 186 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 2

4.144 From here views are similar as the path heads directly towards the site (passing representative viewpoint 10) until the path joins footpath 009
just west of Houndalee Farm.

Figure 187 Photomontage showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 3 (representative viewpoint 10)
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4.145 From path 015 at the junction with path 010 heading south towards Widdrington Station views are similar until the path reaches the gardens
of properties on the edge of Widdrington station where views are screened by hedgerows, fences and buildings.
The visual effects on the footpath would be low / medium (magnitude) and slight / moderate (significance).
Footpath Widdrington 011
4.146 Footpath Widdrington 011 from the A1068 at Houndalee Cottages heads northeast across the site to Hemscott Hill.

1 2

3

4
5

Figure 188 Location of viewpoints on Widdrington 011

4.147 From the western end of Widdrington 011 at Houndalee Cottages the path heads east adjacent to hedgerows and a coniferous tree belt
screening views to the south with narrow views to the very top of the northern overburden mound.
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Figure 189 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 1

Figure 190 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 2

4.148 Views open to the north once past the gardens of Houndalee Cottages, but with foreground topography screening all but the very top of the
northern overburden mound which gradually becomes more visible further to the east on the path.
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Figure 191 Photo from the path at viewpoint 3

Figure 192 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 3
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4.149 At the end of the tree belt along the southern edge of the path, views open to the subsoil mound adjacent to the southern edge of the path
which continues to the next tree belt that extends north from the path along the western edge of the northern overburden mound. From this
location footpath 011 would need to be closed with a diversion available from the west of Houndalee Cottages. This would be available as a
bridleway heading south adjacent to the A1068 until it joins bridleway Ellington 011, heading east to join Ellington 013 north to Cresswell
Pond and then running adjacent to the C110 to Hemscott Hill.

Figure 193 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 4

4.150 Views in the north would be to the southern overburden mound and soil mounds around the compound area (see representative viewpoint
11).

Figure 194 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 5
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4.151 At the site entrance the bridleway would run between the perimeter topsoil mound and roadside hedgerow until the southern edge of the site.
The visual effects on Ellington 013 and Cresswell 02 have already been assessed (see 4.76 above).
4.152 The visual effects on the footpath would be high (magnitude) and substantial (significance).
Footpath Widdrington 008
4.153 Footpath Widdrington 008 from the A1068 south of Widdrington heading north to the Steadsburn road.

1
2

Figure 195 Location of viewpoints on Widdrington 008

4.154 From the C115 road west of the A1068 and Widdrington the footpath heads south and east to the A1068 to the south of Widdrington.
4.155 From the first section of the path views are screened by a field hedgerow until the path turns east, where there is a short section of the path
with views to the top of the southern overburden mound broken up by buildings and vegetation at Houndalee.
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Figure 196 Photo from viewpoint 1

Trees to the southwestern edge of Widdrington
Southern overburden mound

Figure 197 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 1
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4.156 As the footpath turns back to the south views are again screened by a hedgerow until the path turns east again when views are similar but
closer to the site. Views remain similar until the end of the path where vegetation on the A1068 would screen views of the site.

Southern overburden mound

Trees belt to the south of Widdrington
Houndalee Cottages

Houndalee Farm

Figure 198 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 2

4.157 The visual effects on the footpath would be negligible / low (magnitude) and imperceptible / slight (significance).
Footpath Widdrington 016
4.158 Footpath Widdrington 016 from the A1068 on the southern edge of Widdrington heading east and north to the eastern edge of Widdrington
and the C116.
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3
1 2

Figure 199 Location of viewpoints on Widdrington 016

4.159 The path heads east from the A1068 on the southern edge of Widdrington.
4.160 Initially there are views south to the site and the top of the southern overburden mound (see representative viewpoint 12).

Figure 200 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 1
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4.161 Views stay similar until the path approaches the tree belt that extends south from Widdrington when this starts to screen the southern
overburden mound eventually screening views completely.

Figure 201 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 2

4.162 Once the path passes to the east of the tree belt, views open to the east of the northern overburden mound above tree belts to the north and
west of the site. Views remain similar to the end of the path (see representative viewpoint 14).

Figure 202 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 3
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4.163 The visual effects on the bridleway would be low (magnitude) and (significance).
Footpath Widdrington 013
4.164 Footpath Widdrington 013 from the C116 at the northeast corner of Widdrington heads north and east to Low Chibburn Preceptory where it
becomes Widdrington 017 continuing east through Druridge Pools to the Northumberland coastal path.

Figure 203 Location of Widdrington 013 and 017

4.165 The path leads north from Widdrington with views to the site only when heading south along the path. These would be to the top of the
northern overburden mound above trees along the C116 and the northern tree belts (see figure 107 and 108 above). Further north the
landform screens lower views of the tree belts and northern overburden mound. As the path heads east the landform drops revealing the
trees and lower sections of the northern overburden mound although at an oblique angle to the path. Further east the tree belt that extends
south form the path starts to screen views of the overburden mounds north eastern edge until only views to the northern subsoil mound are
visible beyond the tree belts. Once the path passes to the east of the tree belt views open once again to the northern OB mound (see
representative viewpoint 15) and remain similar to the end of the path where it passes through an area of willow scrub on the eastern edge of
Druridge pools.
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Figure 204 Photomontage showing visibility of the site from representative viewpoint 15

4.166 The visual effects on the footpath would be low (magnitude) and slight (significance).
Footpath Widdrington 015
4.167 Footpath Widdrington 015 extends south from the footpath Widdrington 017 just east of Low Chibburn Preceptory heading south to High
Chibburn and the C116.

Figure 205 Location of viewpoints on Widdrington 015
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4.168 The path heads south from footpath Widdrington 017 to the east of Low Chilburn preceptory. Views are to the northern overburden mound
above the tree belts to the north of the site. As the path heads south the trees have a greater screening effect until just north of High
Chibburn where the buildings and trees completely screen views until moving to the east of the buildings where the subsoil and topsoil
mounds on the eastern edge of the site would be visible. Further south the top of the northern overburden mound above this eastern tree belt
would be visible.

Figure 206 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 1

4.169 The visual effects on the footpath would be low (magnitude) and slight (significance).
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Northumberland Coastal Path
4.170 The Northumberland coastal path follows the mean high water mark on the beach from Cresswell in the south to Druridge Pools in the north,
where it crosses through the dunes to join the cycle path (Sustrans Route 1) heading north.

5
4

3
2

1

Figure 207 Location of viewpoints on the Northumberland Coastal Path

4.171 There would be views to the site for a short section of the path (125m) where the Blakemoor Burn cuts through the dunes. These would be to
the southern overburden mound, partially screened by trees along Warkworth Lane.
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Figure 208 Photo from viewpoint 1 at Blakemoor Burn

Southern overburden mound
Subsoil and topsoil mounds to
eastern edge of the site

Figure 209 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 1

4.172 Moving north there would be views to the site for a short section of the path (100m) where the Hemscott Burn cuts through the dunes. This
would initially be of the northern overburden mound from the south.
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Figure 210 Photo from viewpoint 2

Northern overburden mound

Figure 211 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 2
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4.173 As the gap in the dunes is passed the view would gradually move to the subsoil mound along the eastern edge of the site.

Figure 212 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 3

4.174 Further to the north the path cuts through the dunes and follows the cycle route (Sustrans Route 1) north to the back of the dunes. There
would be views when travelling south to the northern overburden mound above the tree belt to the northern edge of the site, until the willow
scrub is reached at Druridge Pools.

Figure 213 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 4
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4.175 Views would be similar further north on the path, becoming progressively more distant.

Figure 214 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 5

4.176 The visual effects on the path would be negligible / low (magnitude) and imperceptible / slight (significance).
4.177 The potential visual effects upon roads and rights of way are summarised in Table 7 below.
Table 7
Potential effects on public rights of way (medium sensitivity)
Public Rights of Way

Magnitude

Significance

Notes

Footpath
Ellington
012 and Cresswell
002

Medium
reducing to
low
/
medium

Moderate
reducing
slight
moderate

The assessment is of the footpath between Ellington
and Blakemoor Farm (2.5km). The site is visible to a
greater or lesser degree from the entire length of the
path although at an oblique angle (1.6km away with
the subsoil mounds 600m at their closest).

Bridleway
Ellington
011 and footpath
Ellington 010

Low
medium

Slight
moderate

/

to
/

/

The assessment is of the bridleway between the
A1068 and Ellington (2.3km) and a short section of
footpath near Ellington (230m approx.). The site is
visible for a 700m section approximately (between
300m and 1.8km away).

152

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

Table 7
Potential effects on public rights of way (medium sensitivity)
Public Rights of Way

Magnitude

Bridleway
013

Low
medium

Ellington

Notes

Significance
/

Slight
moderate

/

The assessment is of the bridleway between the
A1068 and Cresswell Pond (2.6km). There would be
intermittent views to the site along the length of the
bridleway at an oblique angle to the path (between
1.2km and 200m away).

Footpath
Ellington
004 and 017

Negligible /
Low

Imperceptible
/ slight

The assessment is of the footpath 004 between
Ellington and Linton and 017 between 004 and the
east coast railway line (1.3km and 2.4km). The site
would be visible for the first 300m and 130m to the
south on footpath 04 (around 1.6km away). On
footpath 017 there would be intermittent limited views
of the site (around 1.4km away).

Footpath Ulgham 012

Low
medium

/

Slight
moderate

The assessment is of the footpath between the C120
at Ulgham Grange and Widdrington Station (870m).
There would be views to the western edge of the site
for the majority of the length of the path (between 1.2
and 1.5km away).

Footpath
Ellington
001, Ulgham 013 and
Widdrington 009

Medium
reducing to
low
/
medium

Moderate
reducing
slight
moderate

Footpath Widdrington
010 and 015

Low
medium

Slight
moderate

Footpath Widdrington
011

High

Substantial

The assessment is of the footpath between the A1068
and the C110 at Hemscott Hill (2.5km) would be
diverted to the south (5km).

Footpath Widdrington
008

Negligible /
Low

Imperceptible
/ slight

The assessment is of the footpath between the C115
west of Widdrington and the A1068 south of
Widdrington (900m). Initially only part of the southern
overburden mound would be visible becoming more
visible further south but still partially screened by
vegetation (between 1.5 and 2km away).

/

/

to
/

/

The assessment is of the footpath between the C120
junction with Linton Lane and the B1337 near the
junction with the A1068 (2.7km). There would be
views to the site for the majority of the length of the
path, generally broken up by vegetation (between 900
and 400m away).
The assessment is of the footpath between the B1337
and footpath 009 at Houndalee Farm (700m). From
the west views are partially screened by landform
initially gradually opening up from higher ground and
becoming closer (between 1km and 500m away).
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Table 7
Potential effects on public rights of way (medium sensitivity)
Public Rights of Way

Magnitude

Significance

Notes

Footpath Widdrington
016

Low

Slight

The assessment is of the footpath between the A1068
south of Widdrington and the C116 east of
Widdrington (600m). Views are initially to the southern
overburden mound and western edge of the site
(1.3km away), once the tree belt is passed the views
are to the northern overburden mound and subsoil
(600m away) with the sea visible to the northeast.

Footpath Widdrington
013 and 017

Low

Slight

The assessment is of the footpath between
Widdrington and the National Trust parking area
(2.5km). There would be views to the northern
overburden mound above the northern tree belt
(900m away).

Footpath Widdrington
015

Low

Slight

The assessment is of the footpath between footpath
Widdrington 017 and the C116 at High Chibburn
(630m). There would be views to the northern
overburden mound above the tree belt and the
eastern soil mounds only when travelling south, views
being screened by the farm buildings further to the
south(between 960m and 420m away).

Northumberland
coastal path

Negligible /
Low

Imperceptible
/ slight

The assessment is of the path between Cresswell and
East Chevington (5.4km). The site would be visible
from only two locations on the beach and the northern
overburden mound would be visible above the tree
belt when travelling south on the path to the west of
the dunes (between 600m and 2.5km away).
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VISUAL EFFECTS ON RECREATION/OPEN SPACE AREAS
Visibility from open space at the southern end of the Gables –

Figure 215 Location of the Gables open space

4.178 Views of the site would be to the east and north with the building at Ferneybeds Farm and the eastern edge of Widdrington Station in the
foreground.
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Figure 216 Photo showing the view from the Gables open space east towards the site

Figure 217 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from the Gables open space area
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4.179 The southern overburden mound would be visible partially screened by Ferneybeds Farm. The open space has an elevated area and from
here there would be views to the subsoil mound to the north of the compound and northern overburden mound just visible above buildings
and vegetation on the eastern edge of Widdrington Station. The sea would still be visible above the perimeter subsoil and topsoil mounds
between the two overburden mounds.
4.180 The visual effects on the open space would be negligible / low (magnitude) and slight (significance).
Visibility of the Highthorn Surface Mine from Druridge Bay

Figure 218 Location of viewpoints on the beach
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4.181 Views from the beach are screened by the dunes adjacent to the site apart from the two small locations where the Blakemoor Burn and
Hemscott Burn cut through the dunes (see 4.98 Northumberland Coastal Path). There would also be views to the development from
Cresswell Rocks (1.7km southeast), which would be distant views of the two overburden mounds beyond the dunes (see figure 219 below).
Access to the rocks is limited by the tides.

Figure 219 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 1 Cresswell Rock

4.182 At this distance the mounds would blend with the dunes in the foreground and the distant elevated skyline of the Cheviots to the north.
4.183 There would also be views of the site from the beach (below the highwater mark) further to the north at Hadston Links (3.2km north). This
would be of the upper section of the northern overburden mound visible through the gap in the dunes where the Chevington Burn flows
through. The profile of the mound would blend with the shape of the dunes.
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Figure 220 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 2 Hadston Links

4.184 There would be limited views of the eastern edge of the northern overburden mound further to the north along the bay.

Figure 221 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 3

4.185 The visual effects on the beach would be negligible (magnitude) and imperceptible / slight (significance).
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4.186 Visibility of the Highthorn Surface Mine from the dunes

1
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2
3
4
5

6
7
8

Figure 222 Location of viewpoints on the dunes

4.187 Due to the undulating nature of the paths along the dunes the site passes in and out of visibility. It is worth noting that typically the focus of
the view is towards the sea and the sweep of the bay. The path is also difficult to walk and requires concentration.
From the north views would be similar to those on the Northumberland Coast Path just to the west, but slightly elevated. Representative
viewpoint 16 shows the development from the high dune adjacent to Druridge Pools. The view is less oblique than further south and it is
possible to see the coast and the development in the same view.
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Figure 223 Photomontage showing visibility of the site from representative viewpoint 16

4.188 The site becomes progressively more distant further to the north.

Figure 224 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 1
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4.189 Further south around Druridge the dunes are wider occupying more of the foreground linking with the mounds of the site.

Figure 225 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 2

4.190 At Hemscott Hill the wider dunes within the agricultural holding (not accessible) start to screen views to the site, which is more oblique to the
view.

Figure 226 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 3

162

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

4.191 Further south the Hemscott Hill dunes screen the majority of views to the site with glimpses between dunes.

Figure 227 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 4

Figure 228 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 5

163

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

4.192 This remains the case until the Blakemoor Burn crosses the dunes and there are more open views to the site.

Figure 229 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 6

4.193 Beyond Blakemoor Burn the foreground dunes return until level with Blakemoor Farm.

Figure 230 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 7

164

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

4.194 Beyond this point views open up once again and follow a similar pattern to further to the north until Cresswell is reached.

Figure 231 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from viewpoint 8

4.195 The visual effects on the dunes would be low /medium (magnitude) and slight / moderate (significance).
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4.196 Visibility of the Highthorn Surface Mine from Cresswell Pond - There is a permanent viewing area at the northern end of Cresswell pond
adjacent to the car park and the public bridleway along Warkworth Lane (Ellington 013). Representative viewpoint 19 illustrates the potential
visual effect of the development from this location.

Figure 232 Photomontage showing visibility of the site from representative viewpoint 19

The site would be 560m to the east, with the subsoil storage mounds along the eastern edge of the site just breaking the skyline. The top of
the northern overburden mound would be visible above the subsoil mounds to the north and the southern overburden mound above the
topsoil mounds along the southern edge of the site. There is a second area of the ponds used for viewing at the southern edge where there
is a hide located. The site would be 718m to the north and east, similar to representative viewpoint 19 except the trees along Warkworth
Lane would screen the majority of the southern overburden mound.
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Figure 233 Photo from the southern hide at Cresswell Pond

Figure 234 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from the southern hide at Cresswell Pond
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4.197 The visual effects on Cresswell Pond would be low /medium (magnitude) and slight / moderate (significance).
4.198 Visibility of the Highthorn Surface Mine from Druridge Pools - The main access to Druridge Pools is along the public footpath
(Widdrington 017) from the National Trust parking area in the east. There are two hides located 220m along the path, one facing north (away
from the site) and the other, south (towards the site). A third hide is located to the south, accessed from the National Trust land and facing
west, so there would be views of the site to the southwest. The development would be located just over 1km to the south and west and there
would be views of a section of the soil storage mounds on the northeast corner of the site and the northern overburden mound visible above
the tree belts on the northern edge of the site.
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Figure 235 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from the northern hide facing south at Druridge Pools

4.199 The visual effects on Druridge Pools would be low (magnitude) and slight (significance).
4.200 Visibility of the Highthorn Surface Mine from East Chevington - The Northumberland Coast path runs adjacent to the nature reserve, to
the west of the dunes and looks west over the reserve and not towards the proposed development.
4.201 The land drops down to the pond at the centre of the reserve, where there are four hides located around the pond. Views to the south
towards the site are screened by the surrounding landform.
4.202 To the south of the main pond is a track that runs from the coast path to the northwest and there are 3 viewpoints cut into the hedgerow,
which face south towards the site. This would be over 2.7km to the south, with the northern overburden mound visible above the tree belt on
the
northern
edge
of
the
site
and
the
soil
storage
mounds
along
the
eastern
edge
of
the
site.
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Figure 236 View of the computer model showing visibility of the site from the southern track

4.203 The visual effects on East Chevington would be negligible (magnitude) and imperceptible / slight (significance).
4.204 Visibility of the Highthorn Surface Mine from Druridge Bay Country Park - The park is surrounded by woodland to the south so there
are no views from the park and there would be no visual effects on the country park.
4.205 Visual effects on recreational / open space areas are summarised in the Table 8 below;
Table 8
Potential effects areas on recreation / public open space areas (medium sensitivity)
Recreation / public
open space areas

Magnitude

Significance

Notes

Southern end of the
Gables

Negligible /
Low

Slight

The area of the space is 0.6ha and the site would be
1.2km to the east and largely screened by buildings
and vegetation.

The beach

Negligible

Imperceptible
/ slight

Limited views of the site from 1.7km south at
Cresswell Rocks and 3.2km north at Hadston Links,
with two narrow views at Blakemoor Burn (900m from
the site) and Hemscott Burn (625m from the site).
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Table 8
Potential effects areas on recreation / public open space areas (medium sensitivity)
Significance

Notes

/

Moderate

The overall length of the dunes in the bay is 9.4km.
There would be intermittent views of the site from a
4km section of the dunes (between 1.5km and 0.5km
away). There would be intermittent distant views from
a 2.5km section of the dunes (between 3.5km and
1.5km away).

/

Slight
moderate

Recreation / public
open space areas

Magnitude

The dunes

Low
medium

Cresswell Pond

Low
medium

Druridge Pools

Low

Slight

There would be views to the site from the two hides
(between 900 and 1km away).

East Chevington

Negligible

Imperceptible
/ slight

There would be views to the northern overburden
mound and eastern soil storage mounds from the
viewing points on the track along the southern edge of
the reserve (2.7km away).

Druridge Bay Country
Park

Negligible

Imperceptible

The site is only visible from a small area within the
coach parking area on the southern edge of the park
(3.8km away).

/

There would be views to the site from the two main
viewing areas (between 500 and 700m away)

VISUAL EFFECTS OF SITE LIGHTING ON THE SURROUNDING AREA
A separate environmental lighting assessment has been carried for this application and is contained in appendix 10.
4.206 The assessment uses the same or nearby locations to the representative viewpoints used for this assessment. It divides the site into two
main areas of assessment, the compound area, which utilises fixed lighting units and the excavation area, which utilises mobile lighting units.
4.207 The sensitivity of the surrounding area has been divided into two environmental zones. The first is the western area containing the
settlements and the A1068 (E2) and the second is the eastern more sensitive area closest to the dunes, described as a more dark landscape
with some more remote residential properties (E1).
4.208 The assessment finds that if the proposed lighting design for the Highthorn site was implemented there would be no impacts on the more
sensitive E1 eastern area around the site. There would be a minimal impact (0.02 lx) on Houndalee Cottages, which are well within the E2
environmental zone guidelines.
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4.209 The location of the mobile lighting within the excavation area will be critical to achieving the predictions of the assessment and the objectives
set out by the lighting design would be audited as part of the sites environmental management plan. Where concerns have been raised over
site lighting on current operational sites, this has been dealt with through the monitoring process and lighting units have been moved or
adjusted to rectify the problem. The lighting assessment sets out a number of options including additional accessories that can fitted to light
units to further reduce light spill and glare.
4.210 Mobile plant such as dump trucks and dozers would be visible for short periods during construction of the soil storage mounds around the
site, which generally takes place between April and October during daylight hours. There may be periods during the construction of the
overburden mounds when plant would be visible during hours of darkness. The design of the mounds minimises this, however temporary
screening bunds would be located to minimise visibility of plant lights from outside the site, in particular the more sensitive eastern side of the
site. The effectiveness of this would be monitored by the sites environmental management plan.
ASSESSMENT OF AFFECTS ON THE SETTING OF HERITAGE ASSETS
4.211 Historic England (previously English Heritage) produced guidance in 2011 setting out a systematic and staged approach to assessment of
the implications of developments affecting the setting of heritage assets. Historic England suggests that this approach can be adopted to
provide a sound basis for any Design and Access Statement or Environmental Statement.
4.212 The guidance sets out the following series of steps that apply equally to complex or more straightforward cases:
Step1: Identify which heritage assets and their settings are affected;
Step 2: Assess whether, how and to what degree these settings make a contribution to the significance of the heritage assets;
Step 3: Assess the effects of the proposed development, whether beneficial or harmful, on that significance;
Step 4: Explore the way of maximising enhancement and avoiding harm;
Step 5: Make and document the decision and monitor outcomes.
This assessment sets out steps 1-4 below.
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Figure 237 Plan showing location of heritage assets

4.213 Step 1 - Identify which heritage assets and their settings are affected. During the scoping exercise for this proposal, it was agreed with
Northumberland County Council that the following list of buildings along with scheduled ancient monuments in the vicinity of the development
needed to be included in this assessment:
a) Church of the Holy Trinity – Grade I listed
b) Widdrington Castle mound – Scheduled ancient monument
c) Low Chibburn Preceptory – Scheduled ancient monument
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d) Druridge Farmhouse – Grade II listed
e) Farm Buildings and attached yard walls to the northeast of Druridge Farmhouse – Grade II listed
f)

Hemscott Hill Farmhouse – Grade II listed

g) Cartshed, shelter sheds and pigsties to the north west of Hemscott Hill Farmhouse – Grade II listed
h) Cresswell Tower – Grade II* and scheduled ancient monument
i)

Church of St. Bartholomew (Cresswell) – Grade II listed

j)

Church Cottages (Cresswell) – Grade II listed

k) Fenham House (Cresswell) – Grade II listed
l)

Old Schoolhouse and roadside wall from Parish Church to schoolhouse (Cresswell)

m) Stable block of former Cresswell Hall – Grade II listed,
Screen wall attached to south east corner of stable block (former Cresswell Hall) – Grade II listed
n) Gallery 90m east of stables – Grade II listed
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4.214 Step 2 Assessment of whether, how and to what degree these settings make a contribution to the significance of the heritage assets.
Church of the Holy Trinity

Figure 238 Photo of the south facade of the church

4.215 Grade I listed. The church sits on the edge of Widdrington, which is located on a highpoint in the surrounding landscape and adjacent to a
main access route north – south in the area. The churchyard is surrounded by a low stone boundary wall and contains numerous mature
trees including yew at the entrance gate, a traditional feature of churchyards.
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Figure 239 Photo from the entrance to the church to the south

4.216 The setting of the church relates to its elevated village location in a rural agricultural landscape. The surrounding trees now reduce its
prominence in the landscape. The trees and shrubs in and around the churchyard screen views out to the landscape and give an air of
seclusion, it is relatively quiet despite being close to the A1068.
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Druridge Farmhouse

Figure 240 Photo of the farm buildings from the east

4.217 Farm buildings and yard walls attached to the northeast of the farmhouse – Grade II listed. The farmhouse farm buildings and walls are
surrounded by a complex of barns and cottages that adds to the context and setting of these buildings, despite the barns having been
converted to residential use. The absence of modern farm buildings in close proximity has maintained openness and visibility of the historic
layout of the buildings. The buildings are located on flat low lying land close to the dunes and are not generally prominent as skyline features,
however the orange pan tiled roof of the farmhouse does stand out in views from the surrounding landscape. The surrounding agricultural
landscape relates to the former agricultural use of the buildings, although the linear tree belts to the west and northwest affect the openness
of this landscape and intervisibility with Widdrington on the high ground further to the west.
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Hemscott Hill Farmhouse

Figure 241 Photo of the farmhouse from the road to the southeast

4.218 Cartshed, shelter sheds and pigsties to the north west of the farmhouse – Grade II listed. The buildings are located in an elevated location on
Hemscott Hill just to the north of the highpoint of the hill, with the dunes just to the east of the farm buildings. Modern farm buildings surround
the farmyard to the north, west and east, screening views of the buildings from the surrounding landscape in these directions. The farm
buildings are surrounded by an open agricultural landscape, with the land sloping away from the farm buildings to the west and then rising
gradually towards the A1068.
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Cresswell Heritage Assets - Church of St. Bartholomew, Church Cottages, Fenham House, Old Schoolhouse and roadside wall
from Parish Church to schoolhouse, Stable block and screen wall,

Figure 242 Photo of St. Bartholomew's from the road to the south

4.219 St. Bartholomew’s Grade II listed is located to the western end of the village on the Ellington Road in an elevated location where the land is
rising away from the coast onto the ridgeline that extends to Ellington. There are modern residential buildings to the west fronting onto the
road and to the south on the opposite side of the road, but to the east along the road are Church Cottages, Fenham House and Old
Schoolhouse along with the roadside wall (all grade II listed).

179

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

Figure 243 Fenham House and Church Cottages to the left and with the roadside wall in front, taken from the road to the south

Figure 244 The Old Schoolhouse from the road to the south
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4.220 There is a caravan park across the road, which is screened by a belt of trees next to the road. The churchyard fronts onto the road as well as
extending round the building to the north with open views north to the dunes along the bay with the sea beyond and Coquet Island in the far
distance. Turning inland the Cheviots are visible on the skyline with the buildings at Widdrington on elevated ground to the north west and
the flat open farmland sweeping up to the churchyard wall. The church is visible on the skyline from the north. The church was built by the
Cresswell family in 1836 and along with the adjacent older buildings form an historic core to the village, which includes the other listed assets
in Cresswell (see step 1), along with Cresswell Tower to the southeast and the remains of the manor house to the northwest linked by a
band of woodland create an estate atmosphere and backdrop, even though the estate no longer exists.
Cresswell Tower

Figure 245 Photo of Cresswell Tower from the northeast

4.221 Grade II* and scheduled ancient monument. Located on the edge of woodland in the southeast of the village. The Tower dates from the 15th
century and was built as a fortified house by the Cresswell family, who in the 18th and 19th centuries built a newer house alongside the tower.
These have since been removed, with a new manorhouse being built between 1821-5 that was demolished in 1930 with only the stable block
and gallery remaining. The tower would have been built to have good visibility out along the surrounding coast line, however the woodland
now restricts views to the north. A large wall borders the tower and surrounding woodland. The tower and surrounding wall and woodland are
an important landmark within the village, but not visible from the surrounding landscape.
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Low Chibburn Preceptory

Figure 246 View of the west facing facade

4.222 Scheduled ancient monument. The remains of the Preceptory and Dower House sit in open farmland about a mile east from Widdrington
Village. Built by the Knights Hospitallers in around 1313 it passed to Sir John Widdrington in 1553 at the Dissolution of the Monasteries, who
probably built the Dower House. There was a surrounding circular defensive moat and access gatehouse to the north, now destroyed, but a
hedgerow marks part of the line of the moat. The surroundings to the buildings have been radically changed by opencast mining in the
1950’s, with a large scale rectilinear field pattern being reinstated over a wide area, along with linear coniferous tree belts which dominate
the skyline and obscure views from Widdrington in the west, which would once have been an important building for the village.
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Widdrington Castle mound

Figure 247 View of the castle mound from the churchyard to the northwest

4.223 Scheduled ancient monument. The site of a former medieval tower house and castle, located on the southern edge of Widdrington, with Holy
Trinity Church to the west and modern farm buildings to the east and Widdrington Farm house to the north. All that now remains are
earthworks and part of a lime avenue. This was the home of the Widdrington family and would have been the core of the village, strategically
located on high ground overlooking the surrounding landscape. There would have been views to the tower at Cresswell in the south east and
Low Chibburn Dower House and Druridge in the east. The landscape to the south and east has been modified by previous opencast working
altering the field pattern and introducing the linear tree belts to the south and east.
4.224 Step 3 & 4 Assess the effects of the proposed development, whether beneficial or harmful, on that significance and explore the way of
maximising enhancement and avoiding harm:
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Church of the Holy Trinity
4.225 Grade I listed. The enclosed nature of the churchyard means that there would be no views of the proposed development from the main area
of the churchyard and the only location where it would be possible to see the development is at the rear boundary wall fronting onto the field
containing the castle mounds (see representative viewpoint 13). The proposed development is located 900m away from the church, which
retains the immediate landscape around the village. The church is not particularly visible in the surrounding landscape and as such the
development would not affect the significance of the setting of the church. The restoration proposals will recreate a traditional farmland
landscape with additional footpath and cycle routes with views to the village and enhanced interpretation of the history of the area with points
of historical interest that would include the church, thus proving beneficial following restoration.
Druridge Farmhouse
4.226 The Farmhouse along with farm buildings and yard walls attached to the northeast of the farmhouse – Grade II listed. The proposed
development is located 650m to the south and east, with grassed soil mounds screening any views into the site and blending with
surrounding landscape colours. The immediate farmland and field pattern to the south and north is retained and the northern overburden is
located to the west beyond a coniferous tree belt, not affecting the openness of views (see representative viewpoint 17). Therefore the
development would not affect the significance of the setting of the farmhouse and associated buildings and walls. The restoration proposals
will recreate a traditional farmland landscape with additional footpath and cycle routes with views to the farmhouse. There will be enhanced
interpretation of the history of the area with points of historical interest that would include the farmhouse and buildings at Druridge. There is
also the possibility of removal of some of the tree belts that enclose views to the west. The restoration proposals would therefore be
beneficial to the setting this heritage asset.
Hemscott Hill Farmhouse
4.227 Cartshed, shelter sheds and pigsties to the north west of the farmhouse – Grade II listed. The development is located 270m to the east and
generally screened by modern farm buildings and vegetation. Views to the south remain open to the surrounding farmland. The development
will have grassed soil mounds screening any views into the site and blending with surrounding landscape colours (see representative
viewpoint 18). There may be some minimal negative effects on the significance of the setting of the farmhouse and associated buildings, but
these would be temporary (7yrs) and reversible. The restoration proposals will recreate a traditional farmland landscape with additional
footpath and cycle routes with views to the farmhouse. There will be enhanced interpretation of the history of the area with points of historical
interest that would include the farmhouse and buildings at Hemscott Hill. There is therefore the potential for enhancement of the significance
of the setting of the farmhouse.
Listed assets at Cresswell
4.228 The site is located 1.7km away to the north and west, with the development designed to blend with its surrounds and minimise any views into
the site (see representative viewpoint 1). It is felt that the development would not affect the significance of the setting of these heritage
assets and the restoration proposals have the potential to enhance this with increased public access routes and interpretation in the area.
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Low Chibburn Preceptory
4.229 Scheduled ancient monument. The development is located 850m to the south and is designed to blend with its surrounds with no views into
the working area of the site. Visibility of the development from the Preceptory is minimal and it will not affect the visibility of the building from
the surrounding landscape. It is felt that the development would not affect the significance of the setting of the Preceptory. The restoration
proposals have the potential to enhance this with increased access routes, signage and interpretation, along with the possibility of removing
some of the tree belts that affect views of the buildings from key viewpoints, such as Widdrington. Subject to agreement of a scheduled
monument where relevant, there would also be an enhancement of the footpath access from the coast with a surfaced path being provided
that would enable wheel chair access to the Preceptory and around the buildings. There would also be a condition survey of the monument
on which to base a management plan. The restoration proposals would therefore be beneficial to the setting this heritage asset.
Widdrington Castle mound
4.230 Scheduled ancient monument. The proposed development is located 850m to the southeast and is designed to blend with its surrounds with
no views into the working area of the site. The development proposals retain an area of farmland around the castle, with the perimeter soil
mounds blending with surrounding landscape colours. The northern overburden storage mound would be visible from the southern edge of
the castle site, but this has been located beyond the tree belts to the north west of the site and with a naturalistic shape to the top of the
mound. It is therefore felt that the development would not affect the significance of the setting of the castle. The restoration proposals have
the potential to enhance this with increased access routes and interpretation to the surrounding area, along with the possibility of removing
some of the tree belts that affect views of the landscape to the south. The restoration proposals would therefore be beneficial to the setting
this heritage asset.
4.231 The proposed Highthorn development would only negatively affect the setting of one of the heritage assets around the site, which would be
Hemscott Hill Farmhouse (with minimal effects). This would be temporary for the working period of the site and reversible. At restoration
there are potential benefits for all the heritage assets with an improved field pattern with hedgerows and trees along with small copses and
the potential removal of the linear tree belts that interrupt views. There would also be new footpaths and interpretation improving public
access and enjoyment of the heritage of the area.
SUMMARY OF EFFECTS FROM THE HIGHTHORN DEVELOPMENT
4.232 Landscape effects focus on the temporary loss of the landscape elements within the site and the construction of the perimeter storage
mounds, in particular the two overburden storage mounds and the effect of the site mounds on the surrounding landscape during the
operational phase of the development. The value of the landscape within the site has been assessed as medium – low and the condition /
quality of the elements of the landscape within the site means that these can be reinstated and enhanced at restoration. The site design has
minimised the visibility of the operational site in the surrounding landscape through a number of measures set out in section 5. The shapes of
the visible elements of the site have a naturalistic finish that reduces negative effects on the surrounding landscape. The landscape effects
are assessed to be moderate negative during the sites operation, reducing as the landscape features are restored and becoming slight to
moderate beneficial as these mature.
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4.233 Visual effects are divided into the receptor types: residential properties and settlements, public roads, public rights of way and areas of public
open space. There is only one residential property (Highthorn) and one public right of way (Widdrington 011 crossing the site) assessed to
have a greater than moderate effect. There are then moderate effects at Houndalee Farm and Cottage, the A1068 and C110 (between
Druridge and Cresswell), public rights of way Ellington 012 / Cresswell 002, Ellington 001 / Ulgham 013 / Widdrington 009 and the dunes
area of public open space. All other receptors are assessed as having less than moderate effects.
4.234 The effect of site lighting has been assessed in a separate report (appendix 10). The assessment is divided into two main areas, the site
compound and the excavation area. The assessment of the lighting within the compound finds there to be no effects on the more sensitive
(E1) eastern side of the site and minimal effects on the less sensitive western side of the site around Houndalee Cottages, these are well
within environmental guidelines. Lighting within the excavation area is mobile and dependent on its location below ground level and providing
guidance is followed there will be no effects from this on the surrounding area. The lighting will be audited as part of the sites environmental
management plan to ensure that guidelines are followed.
4.235 The assessment of heritage assets has found there to be no significant negative effects on the heritage assets in the vicinity of the site and
the potential for enhancements through the restoration proposals.
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5.
5.1

MITIGATION MEASURES
Mitigation measures are required in order to prevent/avoid, reduce, remedy or compensate for any adverse effects of the development (see
2.19 above). Mitigation generally falls into three categories
a)

Primary measures, developed through the iterative design process, which are integrated into the project design;

b)

Standard construction and operational management practices for avoiding and reducing environmental effects;

c) Secondary measures, designed to address any residual adverse effects remaining after the primary measures and standard
measures have been incorporated into the scheme.
5.2

In summary, the measures that have been utilised in the Highthorn proposals are set out below:
Site Design (Primary mitigation measures)

a) During the design and consultation process the working area of the site has been greatly reduced, removing a large area (217ha) to
the north of the site that was in closer proximity to Widdrington Village. The operational elements of the site have maintained a
separation from the eastern more sensitive side of the site, in particular the dunes, Cresswell Pond and Druridge Pools, as well as
individual properties and settlements (see figure 248 below).

b) Detailed design of the working method for the site has enabled the timescale for the site to be reduced by 3yrs.
c) Detailed design of the working method for the site has minimised the amount of overburden material required to be stored in mounds
above ground, which combined with maximising the area of land available for the storage of overburden has meant the height of the
mounds could be kept as low as possible. This has greatly reduced the visibility of prominent elements of the site from the
surrounding landscape, reducing both landscape and visual effects.
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Figure 248 Plan showing standoffs from sensitive locations

d) The site compound and access have been located adjacent to the A1068 on the western side of the site away from the more
sensitive coastal area and with direct access onto a main A road, avoiding use of the C roads to the coast and vehicle movements
through Widdrington and Druridge. The compound is also set further south from Houndalee Cottages with intervening hedgerows
retained (see figure 248 above). The access road off the A1068 has been designed to prevent direct views into the compound from
the A1068 (see figure 104). This has reduced visibility of this element of the site and in particular effects of lighting on the more
sensitive coastal area to the east of the site.
188

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

e) The overburden mounds have been located to minimise visibility from the surrounding area. The southern mound is located on the
western side of the site away from the more sensitive coastal area, from where it is visible to a much lesser degree (see Appendix B
sheet 2 ZTV Plan southern overburden mound). The western perimeter topsoil mound screens all but the top section of the mound in
views from closer to this side of the site. The northern overburden mound is located within an area surrounded on three sides by
coniferous tree belts that screen the lower section of the mound, which is particularly beneficial in views from closer properties and
roads (C116, Stonecroft, High Chibburn and Druridge). These design measures have further helped reduce the landscape and visual
effects of the mounds on the surrounding landscape.

f)

The tops of the overburden mounds have been designed with a gentle naturalistic domed shape giving a low profile that minimises
effects on the skyline of views containing the mounds (retaining views to the distant horizon including the Cheviots and Simonside).
The shape of the mounds also replicates similar profiles found in the surrounding landscape, such as in landform and blocks of
woodland.
This important refinement in the design of the mounds has a subtle but important effect on the perception of the mound
in the landscape and is key to minimising their effects on landscape and visual receptors, in particular from the east and the landward
side of the dunes.

Figure 249 Naturalistic shape of the Brenkley Lane overburden mound

g) The gradients of outer slopes of soil storage mounds have been kept as low as possible to create gentler, more natural profiles in
particular where they are seen from the side. This avoids steep sided engineered mounds that stand out against the surrounding
landscape. Mounds have also been designed to follow undulations in the topography to give flowing lines to the tops of mounds. This
aspect of design is similar to the tops of the overburden mounds and is key to minimising their effects on landscape and visual
receptors.
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h) The phasing of the site has been designed to put in place perimeter mounds necessary to screen working areas and site compound.
Priority has been given to the western edge around the site compound, adjacent to the A1068 and the eastern edge of the site
screening views of the working area from the more sensitive coastal area. This plays an important role in screening views into the site
during the early phases of the development and therefore reduces the length of time plant is visible from surrounding receptors.

i)

The detailed phasing of the site minimises the site area effected by maximising land retained in advance of the excavation and
maximising progressive restoration behind the excavation area. This is particularly beneficial to ecology and allowing progressively
restored areas establish in advance of the sites completion.

j)

Lighting within the site has been designed to comply with environmental guidance and minimise glare and light spill into the
surrounding area, with the height of units and types of fitting specified that will enable this to be achieved.
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Site operation (Standard management practices)

a) The phased construction of the overburden mounds has been designed to minimise visibility of machinery constructing the mounds
as they are generally more visually intrusive than the mounds themselves. The lower sections of the mounds would be completed
first, with the outer slopes completed and the inside area then in-filled. Finally the top of the mound is completed in a short timescale,
approximately 4 months for the northern overburden mound and 4 months for the southern overburden mound. The initial lower
slopes will be spread with a glacial drift “soil making material” and hydroseeded to ensure a rapid establishment of vegetation. The
same would be carried out on the top of the mound once complete. Trials of seed mixes on the Shotton and Brenkley Lane sites have
shown that those containing high percentages of legumes establish quicker and remain green through periods of drought (see figure
249). This mix also provides a valuable source of nectar for insects.

Section of the mound sown with a standard mix

Figure 250 showing the legume mix on the Brenkley Lane overburden mound in late summer.

Close up of the mix.

b) All mounds will be established as quickly as possible with a mix of grass and wildflowers to help them to blend with surrounding
landscape colours and increase biodiversity. Seed mixes are designed in response to the location of the mound, to either maximise
speed of establishment and reduce maintenance, or to maximise biodiversity where visibility is less sensitive. Establishment of
vegetation on the storage mounds is important to ensure that they are read with the surrounding landscape and not as separate
elements, particularly during summer months when the landscape is greener.
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c) To help assimilate the topsoil mounds along the A1068 into the landscape the adjacent hedgerow will be managed to allow it to grow
taller each year helping to obscure views of the mounds. A successful example of where this has proven very effective is on the
Berwick Hill Road at the Brenkley Lane site (see figure 250).

Figure 251 Mound adjacent to the Berwick Hill Road at the Brenkley Lane Site

d) Hedgerows around the perimeter of the site will be gapped up or replanted where necessary, to improve landscape structure.
Restoration (secondary measures / enhancements)

a) Restoration of the Highthorn site will see the landform returned to its current form with the enhancement of small human scale details
such as low banks, hedgerow banks, open swales and a more open natural channel for the Hemscott Burn. The restoration also
includes; field boundaries planted with species rich hedgerows and hedgerow trees to replace existing post and wire fences and
improve landscape structure. There will be 51ha of ponds and species rich grassland alongside the reinstated Hemscott Burn
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creating a wildlife corridor that will complement the area of ponds along the Blakemoor Burn (Warkworth Lane Ponds) to the south of
the site. New footpaths and cycle ways will increase public access to the site and surrounding area with signage and interpretation
that focuses on highlighting historic heritage assets in the area.

b) There is also a programme of off-site restoration and landscape enhancements (“Restoration First”) designed to be implemented from
the commencement of site working and phased throughout the duration of the scheme. These include the enhancement of Hemscott
Hill ponds, new wetland area south of Druridge (Druridge Ponds) extending west and north of Druridge Pools to link with East
Chevington (Chevington Pools), footpath improvements to Low Chibburn Preceptory, with improved fencing to the boundary, a new
path around the buildings, improved signage and interpretation, management of the tree belts to the north of the Preceptory and
planting of new hedgerows in this area. The combined area of these works is greater than the area of Druridge Pools and Cresswell
Pond combined, making a significant contribution to landscape and ecology.

c) There is also a wider landscape scale scheme for enhancements “Discover Druridge” that will strengthen and link the various features
and attractions within the bay as well as helping to create a consolidated enhanced landscape and a masterplan for the future of the
bay.

d) The relinquishing of the Hemscott Hill sand extraction as part of the Highthorn permission would secure a 40ha section of the dunes
that would otherwise be removed as part of the extraction process. The sand extraction would have had a significant negative effect
on Druridge Bay (Landscape character area 40a) and this being prevented must be seen as a very positive benefit to the landscape
and visual amenity as a result of the Highthorn development. The relinquishing of this will also remove any potential cumulative
effects with the Highthorn development.

e) The Ferneybeds site has been assessed for cumulative effects with the Highthorn development and there is the potential for
cumulative mitigation from the restoration of the site, which would see an enhanced wetland corridor along the Linton Burn with
improved public access.
5.3

See chapter 9 of the planning application statement for further details of all restoration / enhancement proposals.

5.4

These secondary mitigation measures are designed to address the residual adverse effects that remain after the primary and standard
measures have been incorporated into the scheme.
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6.

CUMULATIVE EFFECTS

6.1

The GLVIA3, which defines:
Cumulative effects as ‘the additional changes caused by a proposed development in conjunction with other similar developments or as a
combined effect of a set of developments, taken together’ (SNH, 2012:4);
Cumulative landscape effects as effects that ‘can impact on either the physical fabric or character of the landscape, or any special values
attached to it’ (SNH, 2012:10);
Cumulative visual effects as effects that can be caused by combined visibility, which ‘occurs where the observer is able to see two or more
developments from one view-point’ and / or sequential effects which ‘occur when the observer has to move to another viewpoint to see
different developments’ (SNH, 2012:11).

6.2

The guidelines state that it is not appropriate to prescribe the approach to such assessment since the issues related to cumulative effects
depend on the specific characteristics of both the development proposals and the location. The assessment should be in proportion to the
nature of the project under consideration and the emphasis in EIA is on likely significant effects.

6.3

Sites assessed for cumulative effects with the Highthorn proposals are set out in Table 9 below.
Table 9
Sites within 5km of Highthorn Surface Mine
Development

Operation

Status

Operator

Completion Date

Maiden’s Hall

Surface mine

Restored

UK Coal

Autumn 2011

Steadsburn

Surface mine

Being restored

UK Coal

Autumn 2012

Stobswood

Surface mine

Restored

UK Coal

Autumn 2011

Butterwell

Surface mine

Restored

UK Coal

Spring 2016

Potland Burn

Surface mine

Operational/Restoration

UK Coal

Autumn 2016

Alcan Farms

Surface mine

Long term prospect

Banks Mining

NA

Houndalee

Surface mine

Long term prospect

Banks Mining

NA

Ferneybeds

Surface mine

Approved

Banks Mining

NA

Hemscott Hill Sand Extraction

Sand Extraction

Operational

Mr. W. Bell

2020

Ellington Road

Landfill

Operational (temporarily mothballed)

SITA

2039

North Steads (Blue Sky) Wind farm

Wind Farm

Approved

Infinis

2015
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Table 9
Sites within 5km of Highthorn Surface Mine
Development

Operation

Status

Operator

Completion Date

Sisters Wind Farm

Wind Farm

Approved

Infinis

2015

Lynemouth Wind Farm

Wind Farm

Operational

Scottish Power

Complete

Berwick Drift

Wind Farm

Operational

UK Coal

Complete

Figure 252 - Location of sites assessed for cumulative effects
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6.4

It has been requested by Northumberland County Council that the Sisters and Bluesky consented wind farms be included in the cumulative
assessment in relation to visual impacts. This is due to their proximity to Widdrington and the potential cumulative effect on the visual
amenity of the residents and their enjoyment of the surrounding countryside.

CUMULATIVE LANDSCAPE EFFECTS
6.5

The landscape effects that might result from the Highthorn site have been assessed as moderate negative for the 7yr duration of the site with
this becoming slight beneficial as the restoration establishes. The Ferneybeds surface mine was assessed to have a slight to moderate
negative effect on the landscape during (3yr) operation of the site and slight beneficial on restoration. The simple nature and poor condition
of the Ferneybeds site along with the localised visibility of the working site in the surrounding landscape and its location to the west of the
Highthorn site away from the more sensitive coastal character area (40a) mean that it would not increase the significance of the landscape
effects of the Highthorn site.

6.6

The Hemscott Hill Sand Extraction scheme lies within the adjacent landscape character area 40a Druridge Bay and has been assessed in
the Renewal of Minerals Permission (ROMP) as having a potential moderate negative effect on landscape character until 2020 when the site
would be completed, with a moderate beneficial effect on restoration. The combined effect of the two schemes on character area 39a coastal
coalfields would not increase the significance of the effects of landscape character. However with the sand extraction being in an adjacent
more sensitive character area, the combined effects of the two developments on the Druridge Bay landscape character would increase to
moderate / high for the duration of the site (7yrs).

6.7

As part of the Highthorn development it is proposed to abandon the permission to extract sand at Hemscott Hill and so remove any
cumulative effects with the Highthorn site.

6.8

The restored sites of Stobswood and Maidens Hall/Steadsburn conform to modern standards of restoration design enabling them to fit with
the surrounding landscape pattern and will not lead to a significant change in character of the area in the long term. The newly restored and
immature nature of these sites is not very apparent from the surrounding landscape, however the immature condition of the restored
landscape features is noticeable from public rights of way across the sites and adjacent C115. The establishment of the restoration will
improve over the next 5yrs and would not have significant cumulative effects with the Highthorn site.
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Figure 253 View of the restored Steadsburn site from the C115

6.9

The currently working sites of Butterwell and Potland Burn are due to be restored in 2016 and would be in the first year of the aftercare
process, with landscape features such as hedgerows, woodland, fences and gates being installed, with the restoration establishing over the
following 5 – 10yrs. These two sites are removed from the Highthorn site (over 4km by road) and will not be visible from the A1068 once
restored. The two sites have localised effects to the north of Ashington and it is felt due to the separation from the Highthorn site would not
give rise to significant cumulative landscape effects.

6.10

The Ellington Road waste management site is also located over 4km to the south and is not particularly visible in the surrounding landscape.
It is felt that this site would not give rise to significant cumulative landscape effects in conjunction with the Highthorn site.

6.11

The Lynemouth Windfarm is located 2.5km to the south and although it is visible above the Ellington ridgeline to the south of the Highthorn
site it is felt that the Highthorn site would not have a significant cumulative effect on the landscape character of the area due to its removal
from the site and difference in type of development.
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CUMULATIVE VISUAL EFFECTS
6.12

Cumulative visual effects can be divided into two main groups of combined and sequential views. Combined views being where two or more
of the developments being assessed are or would be within the observer’s arc of vision at the same time without moving their head, or in
succession where the observer has to turn their head to see the developments – actual or visualised. Sequential views occur where the
observer has to move to another viewpoint to see the same or different developments. Sequential effects may be assessed for travel along
regularly used routes such as major roads or popular paths.
Combined views of the Highthorn Surface Mine and Other developments
Highthorn & Ferneybeds Surface Mines

5

6
12
7

11
9

8
10

1

4

13
14
15
16
19

20

17

2
21

3

18
22

Figure 254 Location of combined viewpoints with the Ferneybeds site
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6.13

There would be combined views to the southwest of Widdrington Station at Tute Hill. These would be from roadside gateways where there
are gaps in the roadside hedgerow and would be of Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites

Figure 255 View of the computer model showing visibility of the Ferneybeds site from viewpoint 1 Tute Hill

Figure 256 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 1 Tute Hill
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Figure 257 View of the computer model showing visibility of the Ferneybeds site from viewpoint 2 Tute Hill

Figure 258 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 2 Tute Hill
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Figure 259 View of the computer model showing visibility of the Ferneybeds site from viewpoint 3 Tute Hill

Figure 260 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 3 Tute Hill

6.14

The cumulative effect of the Highthorn development would have at these locations would not increase the significance of the Ferneybeds
visual effects, which were assessed as slight to slight / moderate.
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There would be combined views from the area of open space at the end of the Gables.

Figure 261 View of the computer model showing visibility of the Ferneybeds site from viewpoint 4 south end of the Gables

Figure 262 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 4

6.15

The cumulative effect of the Highthorn development would have at this location would not increase the significance of the Ferneybeds visual
effects, which were assessed as slight / moderate.
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6.16

There would be combined views of the Highthorn and Ferneybeds developments from public footpath Widdrington 008 and Widdrington 016.

Figure 263 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 5 on Widdrington 008

Figure 264 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 6 on Widdrington 016

6.17

The scale of both sites in the views would not affect the significance of the visual effects of the Highthorn development on these footpaths.
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There would be combined views from Public footpaths Widdrington 009 and 010 when heading south and east.

Figure 265 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 7 on Widdrington 009

Figure 266 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 8 on Widdrington 009
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Figure 267 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 9 on Widdrington 009

Figure 268 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 10 on Widdrington 009
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Figure 269 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 11 on Widdrington 010

6.18

The cumulative effect of the Highthorn and the Ferneybeds developments from these paths would increase the negative visual effects to
moderate from moderate / slight.

6.19

There would be combined views and views in succession from the A1068 travelling north and south.

Figure 270 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 12 A1068
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Figure 271 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 13 A1068

Figure 272 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 14 A1068
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Figure 273 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 15 A1068

Figure 274 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 16 A1068
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Figure 275 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 17 A1068

Figure 276 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 18 A1068

6.20

The effect of the Highthorn development on views from the A1068 have been assessed as moderate and the Ferneybeds development as
slight. It is felt that although the cumulative effect of the two developments would increase the magnitude of the visual effects, this would not
be sufficient to alter the significance of the visual effects on the A1068.
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6.21

There would be combined views from public footpath Ellington 011 next to Highthorn, however the visibility of the Ferneybeds site would be
limited to glimpses of the tops of the mounds through vegetation along the A1068 and would have a negligible effect on views. This would
also be the case from Ellington 013 along Warkworth Lane.

Figure 277 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 19 on Ellington 011

Figure 278 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 20 on Ellington 011/013
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6.22

There would be combined views with the Ferneybeds and also the Hemscott Hill Sand Extraction developments from Ellington 012 just north
and west of Ellington.

Figure 279 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 21 on Ellington 012

6.23

The scale of both sites in the views from the footpath would not affect the significance of the visual effects of the Highthorn development from
the footpath.
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6.24

There would be combined views with the Ferneybeds site from Ellington 004 and 017 to the west of Ellington and north of the River Lyne.

Figure 280 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Ferneybeds and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 22 on Ellington 004

6.25

From Ellington 004 the Highthorn and Ferneybeds sites are only visible together for approximately 200m before the path drops down towards
the river. The cumulative effect of the developments would be slight.

6.26

From Ellington 017 views are screened by vegetation and topography until further west, where the scale of the sites in views is negligible and
visual effects would be slight. From further to the west on Ulgham 002 and 008 visual effects are also slight.
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Highthorn Surface Mine & Hemscott Hill Sand Extraction

9
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Figure 281 Location of viewpoints for the sand extraction
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6.27

There would be combined views of the Highthorn and Sand Extraction developments from footpath Cresswell 002 around Blakemoor Farm
and 001 Warkworth Lane around Cresswell Pond and the C110 coast road.

Figure 282 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the sand extraction and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 1 (representative viewpoint 21) on Cresswell
002

Figure 283 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the sand extraction and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 2 on Cresswell 002
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6.28

From the path to the west of the farm at representative viewpoint 21 the area of the sand extraction (highlighted in red on the computer
model) is a small element within the views and would not alter the significance of visual effects of the Highthorn development at this location.

6.29

Similarly at the end of Warkworth Lane although closer the topography screens the lower sections of the dunes reducing the magnitude of
visual effects and so would not alter the significance of visual effects of the Highthorn development at this location.

Figure 284 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the sand extraction and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 3 on Cresswell 001

6.30

From the C110 coast road the visibility of the Highthorn development has been assessed as having a moderate negative significance. The
visibility of the Sand Extraction development for much of the route is reduced by topography, however its proximity and the location on the
opposite side of the road from the Highthorn development would increase the scale of effects and so increase the significance of visual
effects to moderate/high.
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ffects to moderate / high.

Figure 285 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the sand extraction and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 4 on the C110

Figure 286 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the sand extraction and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 5 on the C110
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Figure 287 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the sand extraction and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 6 on the C110

6.31

There would be combined views of the Highthorn and Sand Extraction developments from the C116 and public footpath Widdrington 013 and
017.

Figure 288 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the sand extraction and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 7 on the C116 at Druridge
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Figure 289 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the sand extraction and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 8 on the C116 at High Chibburn

Figure 290 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the sand extraction and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 9 on Widdrington 017 at the Preceptory

6.32

From the C116 the scale of the Sand Extraction development quickly reduces in views and would not affect the significance of the visual
effects of the Highthorn development. This would also be the case from public footpath 013 and 017 from Widdrington to Druridge Pools.
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6.33

There would be combined views from the Northumberland coastal path and from the beach to the north of Hemscott Hill as the rock outcrop
that formed the hill would be left in place by the sand extraction which would limit views to the south until further out to Cresswell Rocks.

Hemscott Hill Farm

Northern overburden mound

Subsoil mound to
eastern edge of the site

Widdrington
Conifer tree belt

Figure 291 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the sand extraction and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 10 (this shows the sand having been
removed)

Figure 292 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the sand extraction and Highthorn sites from viewpoint 10 on Cresswell Rocks
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Highthorn Surface Mine & the restored Steadsburn Surface Mine
6.34

There would be views in succession of the restored Steadsburn site with Highthorn from footpath Widdrington 008 to the west of
Widdrington. The scale of the proposed Highthorn site in views from this footpath (see figures195 and 196 above) would not be sufficient to
alter the significance of visual effects of the Steadsburn site.

Figure 293 View of the restored Steadsburn site from Widdrington 008

Highthorn Surface Mine & the Lynemouth and Berwick Drift Windfarms
6.35

The Lynemouth wind turbines are visible from a number of locations around the proposed Highthorn site and the approved Berwick Drift
turbines would also be visible slightly to the east of Lynemouth. The turbines are obviously manmade structures in the landscape and are
very different to the visual effects of a surface mine. It is therefore felt that the Highthorn site would not have a significant negative cumulative
visual effect.
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Figure 294 Photomontage from the high dune east of Druridge Pools with the Lynemouth Windfarm visible above the Ellington ridgeline in the left of the view

Sequential views of the developments
6.36

It would be possible to have sequential views of the Highthorn and the Ferneybeds development when travelling between Ulgham Grange
and Widdrington along the C120 Ulgham Grange Road and A1068. Visual effects on the C120 from the Ferneybeds site were assessed as
slight / moderate and the visual effects on the A1068 from the Highthorn development have been assessed as moderate between Ellington
and Widdrington. The cumulative visual effects on this route would be along with the combined views of the two developments from the
A1068 would increase the significance of effects to moderate / substantial.

6.37

It would be a similar case for sequential effects between Widdrington Station and Widdrington along Mile Road and the A1068, where the
visual effects from the Ferneybeds development on Mile Road were assessed as being slight, this would increase the cumulative effects
sufficiently to become moderate / substantial.

6.38

There would be sequential views of the Highthorn development with the restored sites to the south at Potland Burn and Butterwell. Once
restored these sites would not be visible from the A1068 and it would be necessary to travel on the C005 west of Ashington, past the Potland
Burn site north to the C006 heading east past the Butterwell site to the A1068 and head north to past the Highthorn site. It is felt that the
separation of the sites (4km from Butterwell to where Highthorn would be visible) and reduced visual effects of the restored sites would give
a negligible level of cumulative effect.
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6.39

Sequential effects with the Stobswood restored site would not create a significant cumulative visual effect.

Figure 295 Photo of the restored Stobswood site

6.40

The Maiden’s Hall and Steadsburn restored sites are not sufficiently visible from the A1068 to give rise to cumulative visual effects. However
from the C115 west of Widdrington there are views across the southern part of the Steadsburn site, which does not have significant negative
visual effects. It is then possible to travel past the Highthorn site south along the A1068 or east along the C116 to the coast. It is not felt that
the cumulative effects of the two developments would be sufficient to alter the significance of visual effects on either of these routes.
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Figure 296 Photo of the Steadsburn site from the C115
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6.41

The Ellington Road site is 5km to the south of the Highthorn site on the A1068 and does not have a significant negative visual effect on views
from the road. It is felt that there would be no cumulative visual effects from the two developments.

Figure 297 View of the Ellington Road and Potland Burn sites from the A1068 to the north

Figure 298 View of the Ellington Road and Potland Burn sites from the A1068 to the south
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Cumulative effects on the visual amenity of the residence of Widdrington

N

Highthorn site Boundary
Blue Sky Windfarm
Sisters Windfarm

Figure 299 Plan showing the location of the Sisters, Blue Sky and Highthorn developments
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6.42

There are two wind farm developments with planning permission in close proximity to Widdrington and it has been requested by
Northumberland County Council that this report assesses the cumulative effects of the Highthorn development with the Sisters and Blue Sky
wind farms on the visual amenity of the residence of Widdrington.

6.43

The locations of the wind farms in relation to the Highthorn development are shown on the plan above in Figure 300.

6.44

The Visibility of the Highthorn development from Widdrington has been illustrated in representative viewpoints 12, 13 and 14, with visibility
from the settlement and surrounding public rights of way assessed in Section 4.

6.45

There would be combined and sequential views of the developments from footpaths 008, 013 and 016 near to Widdrington and these have
been illustrated below.
Visibility from footpath Widdrington 008

1
2

Figure 300 Plan showing location of viewpoints on footpath 008
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Figure 301 View of the computer model from Widdrington 008 showing visibility of the Blue Sky Wind farm to the northwest of Widdrington from viewpoint 01

Figure 302 View of the computer model showing combined visibility of the Sisters wind farm with the Highthorn site
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Visibility from footpath Widdrington 013 and 017

2

1
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Figure 303 View of the computer model showing the visibility of the Blue Sky wind farm from viewpoint 1 on Widdrington 013

Figure 304 View of the computer model showing visibility of the Sisters wind farm from viewpoint 1 on Widdrington 013

Figure 305 View of the computer model showing visibility of the Highthorn site from viewpoint 1 on Widdrington 013

229

Highthorn Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment

Blue Sky Windfarm

Sisters Windfarm
Low Chibburn
Preceptory

Widdrington

Figure 306 View of the computer model showing visibility of the Blue Sky and Sisters wind farms from viewpoint 2 on Widdrington 017

Highthorn

Figure 307 View of the computer model showing visibility of the Highthorn site from viewpoint 2 on Widdrington 017
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Visibility from footpath Widdrington 016

2
1

Figure 308 Location of viewpoints on Widdrington 016

Figure 309 View of the computer model showing visibility of the Sisters Wind Farm to the west from viewpoint 1 on Widdrington 016
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Figure 310 View of the computer model showing visibility of the Highthorn site to the south from viewpoint 1 on Widdrington 016

Figure 311 View of the computer model showing visibility of the Sisters Wind Farm to the west from viewpoint 2 on Widdrington 016
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Figure 312 View of the computer model showing visibility of the Highthorn site to the southeast from viewpoint 2 on Widdrington 016

6.46

The design of the site and shape of the storage mounds has reduced potential negative visual effects of the Highthorn development.
The visual effects of the wind farm developments (25yrs) are obviously manmade structures set in the landscape, which is very different to
the naturalistic shapes of the mounds of the Highthorn site once completed. There would be comparatively short periods (months) during the
7yr development that plant would be visible constructing the storage mounds and a period when grass would be establishing. It is therefore
felt that the Highthorn development would not have a significant cumulative effect with the wind farm developments on the visual amenity of
Widdrington.
Table 10
Potential cumulative effects of the Highthorn development
Location

Cumulative
Development

Highthorn visual
effects
significance

Cumulative visual
effects
significance

C119 Tute Hill

Ferneybeds

Imperceptible
/ slight

No change

Gables open space
southern edge of
Widdrington

Ferneybeds

Slight

No change
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Table 10
Potential cumulative effects of the Highthorn development
Location

Cumulative
Development

Highthorn visual
effects
significance

Cumulative visual
effects
significance

Public
footpaths
Widdrington 009 and
010

Ferneybeds

Moderate

No change

Public
footpaths
Widdrington 010

Ferneybeds

Slight
moderate

A1068

Ferneybeds

Moderate

Public
footpath
Ellington 011

Ferneybeds

Slight
moderate

/

No change

Public
footpath
Ellington 013

Ferneybeds

Slight
moderate

/

No change

Public
footpath
Ellington 012

Ferneybeds

Moderate

No change

Public
footpath
Ellington 004 and 017

Ferneybeds

Imperceptible
/ slight

No change

Public
footpath
Cresswell 002

Sand extraction

Moderate

No change

C110

Sand extraction

Moderate

Moderate
substantial

C116

Sand extraction

Slight
moderate

Public
footpath
Widdrington 013 and
017

Sand extraction

Slight

/

No change

No change

Sand Extraction

/

/

No change

No change
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Table 10
Potential cumulative effects of the Highthorn development
Location

Cumulative
Development

Public
footpath
Widdrington 008

Ferneybeds
Steadsburn
Maiden’s Hall

Public
footpath
Widdrington 016

Highthorn visual
effects
significance

Cumulative visual
effects
significance

Imperceptible
/ slight

No change

Ferneybeds

Slight

No change

Ulgham Grange to
Widdrington
(C120
and A1068)

Ferneybeds

Moderate

Moderate
substantial

/

Widdrington Station
to Widdrington via
Mile Road

Ferneybeds

Moderate

Moderate
substantial

/

C115
west
of
Widdrington
to
Ellington or the coast

Steadsburn
Maiden’s Hall

/

Slight
moderate

/

No change

C005 / C006 / A1068

Potland Burn /
Butterwell

Slight
moderate

/

No change

/
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7.

CONCLUSION

7.1

Overall the Highthorn Surface Mine proposals are found to be acceptable in landscape and visual terms. The landscape and visual effects
have been minimised by the primary and standard mitigation measures that have included a detailed iterative design process that has looked
carefully at site layout and phasing to avoid/prevent negative effects wherever possible. The standard management practices have
introduced measures to further reduce adverse landscape and visual effects.

7.2

An example of the primary mitigation is the design of the two overburden mounds, which have been sensitively located and shaped making
use of surrounding vegetation and topography to ensure they will blend with the shapes and textures in the wider landscape. These elements
are present for the short to medium term (5 of the 7yrs site operation) before being restored.

7.3

In conjunction with the design and shape of the mounds, their construction (standard mitigation measure) has been carefully phased to
minimise visibility of plant during formation and removal of the overburden mounds. With approximately 4 months for the completion of the
more visible top of each mound and a similar timescale for removal of the top section of the mounds.

7.4

Effects on landscape character: Negative impacts would be temporary and reversible during the 7yrs (short / medium term) working phase
of the site, assessed to have a moderate level of significance. It is worth noting that the more intrusive elements of the site would not be
present for the full 7yrs operation of the site. Once restored negative landscape effects would reduce to slight and become beneficial as the
restoration establishes over a 5–10yr period.

7.5

The restoration of the site would provide short to medium term improved landscape structure with new hedgerows, hedgerow trees, small
copses, wetlands and watercourses along with new footpaths and bridleways to improve the public’s access to the landscape.

7.6

The off-site restoration proposals that would be implemented from the commencement of the Highthorn site working provide secondary
mitigation measures, which comprise the following:
a) The “Restoration First” enhancements with an area more than twice that of Druridge Pools and Cresswell Pond.
b) The “Discover Druridge” proposals that will provide a range of benefits at a landscape scale across Druridge Bay to further enhance
the landscape of this area and access to it.
c) The relinquishing of the Hemscott Hill sand extraction as part of the Highthorn permission, providing landscape and visual benefits as
well as removing cumulative effects with the Highthorn site.
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7.7

These secondary mitigation measures reduce the residual effects during the operational phase of the site to slight / moderate negative.

7.8

Effects on visual amenity – The visibility of the Highthorn site has been analysed and assessed to conclude that effects would be
predominantly of a low magnitude and slight significance. Negative effects would be temporary and reversible during the 7yrs (short /
medium term) working phase of the site. This has been achieved by good sensitive design (primary mitigation measures and operational
management practices) that have responded to negative visual effects keeping them to a minimum.

7.9

Visibility of the site from the east is more open in nature and receptors both landscape and visual are more sensitive than elsewhere owing to
the change in character and expectation of the users. A buffer zone of between 300m and 500m would be maintained along the C110 coast
road. The design process has looked carefully at the eastern perimeter mounds to achieve low gradients of outer faces and a natural flow to
the shape of the mounds while ensuring that views into the working area are screened. The design of the two overburden mounds has also
been important in reducing visual effects on this area.

7.10

Views from the beach are minimal with only two narrow viewpoints within 1km of the site, where the two watercourses cut through the dunes.
There are then limited distant views at Cresswell Rocks (1.7km) and Hadston Links (3.2km).

7.11

The secondary mitigation measures outlined in 7.2 would further reduce negative visual effects, in particular on the area to the east of the
site.

7.12

Overall the effects on visual amenity would not be significant and the restoration of the site would provide real benefits with the establishment
of new hedgerows, hedgerow trees, small copses, wetlands and watercourses. There will also be new bridleways, seating and interpretation
within the site for increased public access and enjoyment of the area.

7.13

Cumulative effects – There would be no cumulative landscape effects and there are only three areas that experience significant cumulative
visual effects. These are sequential effects on a route from Ulgham Grange to Widdrington and a route from Widdrington Station to
Widdrington (via Mile Road). The third will be combined views from the C110 between Druridge and Cresswell.

7.14

The revoking of the Hemscott Hill sand extraction would remove the potential for cumulative effects with the Highthorn development.

7.15

Overall the cumulative effects of the development would not be significant and have been assessed as being acceptable.
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