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introducing Banks Mining
one of the UK’s
largest and most
successful surface
mining companies

We hope that you find the information contained in
this publication useful. Our aim is to give you an insight
into our business and answer some of the common
questions that we get asked about surface mining.
Banks Mining is part of the Banks Group and has
experience of mining and restoring over 100 surface
coal mines. It is our aim to be the UK’s most successful
coal mining company in terms of our operating
standards and our ability to develop new projects.
We are committed to development with care and
take great lengths to ensure that communities around
our proposed and operational developments are fully
consulted on all of our plans. We also seek to deliver
environmental and community benefits to the areas
surrounding our developments and operate the
Banks Community Fund to help to support local
community groups and voluntary organisations.
Coal is a valuable resource required to help the UK
meet its growing energy needs. We use the latest
techniques to mine coal in the most environmentally
acceptable manner possible.
We welcome feedback. If you would like to get in
touch please see the back of this publication for
our contact details.
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why do we need coal?
mining the UK’s
reserves of coal
helps ensure the
country has a
secure supply
of energy

Approximately one third of the electricity generated
in the UK is produced by coal fired power stations.
This electricity is essential to power the nation’s homes,
hospitals, workplaces and industry. Whilst the UK
continues to develop alternative forms of energy, such
as wind power, coal will play an important role in
meeting the country’s energy needs for the
foreseeable future.
We believe it is more sustainable to use the UK’s
reserves than to import coal. The UK imports over
70%* of the coal that it uses from countries such as
Russia, South Africa, Colombia, Indonesia, Australia
and Poland. This costs more than £3 billion a year.
Not only can we ensure coal is mined in the most
environmentally sound way but we can also be sure
of its quality. In addition coal mined in this country can
be used locally, reducing the distance it has to travel.
This has less environmental impact than shipping in
coal from abroad due to the energy that can be
saved in transportation.
Mining the UK’s reserves of coal helps to ensure the
country has a secure supply of energy. If this were to
be restricted in any way it could leave us vulnerable
to shortage of power. By retaining control of our own
energy we are in a more stable position. In addition
thousands of people are employed in the coal industry
in the UK. Therefore continuing to mine coal in the UK
will protect these jobs.
Over recent years coal fired power stations have
improved their efficiency, thereby reducing emissions of
CO2. In addition there are significant efforts being made
internationally to investigate carbon capture and storage
(CCS). This technology would enable the CO2 that is
produced by burning coal to be removed and disposed
of in such a way that it does not enter the atmosphere.
This could significantly cut emissions of CO2 from coal
fired power stations.

Nuclear
18.6%

Gas
43.6%

Renewables
6.8%

70%
imported
Coal 27.8%
(70% of which
is imported)

Source: Department of Energy and Climate Change Energy Trends June 2010 (www.decc.gov.uk)
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Oil & other
3.12%
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finding and delivering projects
we use best
environmental
practice throughout
the design and
operation of our
surface mines

What is surface mining?
Surface mining is the extraction of coal from
the ground by digging overlying soils and rock
(overburden) away from the coal to allow it to be
removed. Unlike deep mining the coal is exposed
at the surface by a form of quarrying as opposed
to underground mining.
What are the first steps that are taken
to identify a potential coal site?
Our development surveyors and geologists
use geological maps, past mining records and
drilling information to identify potential sites. When
potential sites are found, they must meet our strict
requirements for us to be able to work the sites in
an environmentally acceptable way. We strive to use
the highest environmental standards throughout the
design and operation of our surface mines.
There must also be sufficient coal in the site to
warrant the expensive and careful process required
to recover it. Importantly, the coal must also meet
the quality standards required by the customer.
We work closely with our drilling team to obtain
samples of coal. Our geologists, development
surveyors, marketing and laboratory services
are then able to assess the quality and viability
of the coal reserve.
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What makes a suitable site?
There are many factors that make a suitable site.
From a geological perspective the amount of coal,
ratio of coal to overburden and coal quality are all
factors in creating an economically viable site. In
addition we must be sure that the coal can be
mined with care for the environment and local
community.
How are suitable sites progressed
to become operational surface mines?
If initial research shows potential for a viable
surface mine then Banks’ project management
team collates a scoping report and a planning
application for the proposed scheme. We handle
all aspects of this process. Our project
management team consists of mining engineers,
planners, environmental managers, landscape
architects and specialists in health and safety,
community engagement and transport.
Further site investigations are ongoing throughout
this process to consider geological structure, coal
quality and hydrogeology. A comprehensive project
management system ensures that projects are
controlled well and have the best possible chance
of gaining planning permission. Our estates
manager liaises directly with landowners, ensuring
that they are updated on a project’s progress.

“ When Banks applied
for planning permission
at Carrington Farm, their
good will was evident
from the moment their
representative met our
parish council.
An extremely positive
consultation followed
and we have not been
disappointed. ”
Joyce Croft
Resident of Smalley
Derbyshire

Our mining engineers carefully design sites to
ensure maximum coal recovery with minimum
disruption and with the least possible impact on
the surrounding environment. This means that
our sites are worked in a phased way ensuring
the whole site area is not open at any one time.
After the coal and fireclay have been extracted
the area is refilled with the overburden material
removed before moving onto the next area.
How do you involve the local
community in your proposals?
Our development with care approach ensures
that we take the surrounding environment and
community into account in our proposals. Our
community team goes to great lengths to ensure
that communities surrounding our schemes are
given an opportunity to engage with us about
our proposals. This may take the form of public
exhibitions, tours of our sites, meetings with local
councillors and residents, establishing consultation
panels, presentations to local groups, press releases
to the local media and newsletters.
We look for feedback on our proposals and
wherever possible seek to incorporate suggestions
into our schemes. We also invite local residents and
businesses to nominate representatives to become
involved in a site liaison committee.

What happens once planning
permission is granted?
Once planning permission has been granted a start
date is agreed for the site to become operational.
A lot of work goes into preparing a site to be mined.
The first part of the process is to remove the soils.
The sub soil and top soil is removed and placed in
separate landscaped mounds around the site,
acting as a barrier to screen the work being
undertaken on the site and to minimise noise
emissions. These bunds are seeded with grass
to help them blend into the surrounding landscape.
Material from the first excavation area called the
box cut is placed into an above ground store,
called the overburden mound. This material is
used to fill the void left by the final excavation
area once all the coal has been extracted.
Each site is audited regularly by Banks’ own
environmental team and members of the site liaison
committee. In addition, inspections are undertaken
by the local authority and independent environmental
auditors. We have achieved ISO14001 accreditation
in recognition of our environmental practices.
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life at a surface mine
mining operations
are well screened
by soil mounds
that are seeded
with grass

What does a typical surface mine look like?
All of our sites are well screened, as they are
surrounded by soil mounds that are seeded with
grass. These bunds conceal the operations taking
place within the site. In many cases, people drive
past without realising the mines are there as they
are so well hidden!
Inside the site there are various different areas
including a site compound, where the site offices
are located. There is a coal processing area where
the coal is crushed, blended and stockpiled prior
to being transported. The excavation area, where
we extract the coal from, is where large machines
move the earth and overlying rock so that smaller
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machines can extract the coal. Visitors to the
site are usually impressed by the efficient plant
we have on-site.
What steps does the site take to
minimise impact on local residents?
There are a number of measures we take to
minimise any possible effects on local residents.
We have strict planning conditions that we have
to adhere to, issues such as dust and noise are
monitored very closely using the latest technology
allowing Banks to continuously assess conditions.
The machinery we use has been modified to
minimise emissions of noise and to control dust.

We have invested several million pounds in a
programme of improvements to our plant. We
control dust at source by using water sprays
attached to the machinery to minimise dust in the
excavation area. Water bowsers fitted with water
cannons dampen down all the roads in the site to
stop the machinery from creating dust as it travels
along the road. We also fit water sprays to the
coal processing plant. Our engineers have also
modified our plant so that it makes considerably
less noise. You can easily have a conversation
when you are standing very close to it. For example
we have reduced the noise on our large 100 tonne
dumptrucks by 17dBA. A 10dBA reduction in
noise is perceived as a half of the loudness.

We also removed the high pitched, bleeping
reversing alarms and replaced them with broadband
alarms, which make a hushing sound. All laden coal
wagons that leave the site from the coal processing
area have to pass through a wheel wash to clean
the wheels and underside of the vehicles.
How do you keep the local community
updated about your operations?
We hold regular meetings with a liaison committee
for each of our sites so that local people are kept
fully up-to-date with any relevant matters relating
to the site. In addition we distribute newsletters
and provide information on our website.

the plant that
we use has
been modified
by our engineers
to minimise
noise and dust
emissions
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what happens to
sites when the coal
has been mined?
our sites are
landscaped to
enhance what
was there before

People naturally wonder what happens when an area is
mined, the most common misconception is that a large
hole is left in the ground. It is actually quite the opposite;
surface mining provides the opportunity to enhance and
improve the existing landscape. Contaminated land can
be cleared up, flooding can be alleviated and new
landscape features can be created.
After the coal is removed from the mining void the
overburden is progressively placed back in the ground.
In most cases the additional volume (called bulkage)
occupied by the rock more than compensates for the
volume of coal removed and the land is restored
to a level similar to its original formation.
Our sites are restored so that what is created is
an improvement on what was there before. In turn
this enhances landscape value and encourages
biodiversity and habitat creation.
Features often include wetland areas, woodland
and wildlife areas. Some of our sites are developed
into community parks to provide better public access
and facilities such as fishing and boating lakes, new
footpaths, bridleways, cycleways and public art.
New trees and hedgerows are also planted. To
date we have planted approximately half a million
trees on restored sites.
Each site has a biodiversity action plan (BAP) to set
out a strategy for enhancing the biodiversity of the site
and protecting specific species. All sites go through
an aftercare period of at least five years to ensure the
quality of the restoration and landscape is of a high
standard.
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development with care
we engage fully
and deliver tangible
benefits to local
communities

Our development with care approach ensures that
we conduct our activities in a responsible manner with
consideration for the environment, for local communities
in which we operate and for our customers, employees
and suppliers.
We aim to develop our business by continuously
improving our environmental performance, by using
sustainable practices and by building and maintaining
positive relationships with our stakeholders.
By proactively engaging with people we are able
to take feedback into account when designing
our schemes, this helps to us to ensure that each
development we put forward is of the highest
standard possible.

*

We have a dedicated communication and community
engagement team that ensures each project has a
development with care strategy and a tailored plan for
effective community liaison. This might include public
exhibitions, community consultation panels, meetings,
newsletters and media briefings.
We recognise that our developments provide
an opportunity to make significant changes to
the environment and to society and that it is our
responsibility to optimise the positive environmental,
social and economic benefits and minimise any
adverse impacts associated with our business.
We are firmly committed to development with care
ensuring that we develop high quality, sustainable
projects and not only comply with but strive to
exceed regulatory requirements.
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community benefits
“ We’re very pleased that
Banks Community Fund
is making this investment
in our local community,
and the group feels very
privileged to have received
their support – our new
equipment makes a big
difference to what we can
offer and will hopefully
persuade more people
to get involved. ”
Alan MacDougall
Stannington Art Group
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As part of our development with care approach, we believe that it is important that local
communities benefit from our schemes and we have established a number of funds that
local groups and organisations can apply to for funding.
To date we have donated over £2 million to organisations within the vicinity of our
proposed or operational sites. These pages highlight some examples of the groups
that have been helped by these funds.
To find out more about the grants available please contact the Banks Community Fund
on 0191 384 5460 or visit the following website: www.bankscommunityfund.org.uk
01

Durham City Cricket Club Juniors

02

The Weardale Railway Trust gets a new station building

03

Stannington Art Group exhibit their work

04

Play equipment funded and installed by Banks at Blackerhill, Barnsley

05

Durham Amateur Rowing Club receive funding for a clubhouse redevelopment scheme

06

Pupils at Dinnington First School enjoying a garden project

07

The Answer House Project received funding for their garden

08

Tow Law Community Centre with new play equipment and refurbished floor

09

Cramlington Cobras FC invest in a new splitter and roller for pitch maintenance

10

Melodia Women’s Choir in Leeds received funding for a new piano

11

Football kit and all-weather sports pitch for Brandon Juniors FC

12

19th Durham Scouts hut received a new roof and heating system

13

Drumbowie Environment Action Group with their new lawnmower

14

Essential damp-proofing work carried out at St Andrew’s Church, Cambois

07

08

06

09

10

11

12

13

14

Banks Mining | Coal: A vital source of energy | 15

0844 209 1515
www.banksgroup.co.uk
enquiries@banksgroup.co.uk

Head Office
Inkerman House,
St John’s Road,
Meadowfield,
Durham
DH7 8XL
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3 Lindrick Way,
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Chesterfield,
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