
Highthorn
Surface Mine Proposal 

Banks Mining has 
identifi ed a site for a 

potential new surface coal 
mine which would sustain 

over 150 jobs and bring 
substantial investment 

into the communities and 
environment nearby.  

Getting you involved

Post: Banks Group, Inkerman House, St John’s Road, Meadowfi eld, Durham  DH7 8XL   |   Phone: 0191 378 6100 or 0844 209 1515*

*Calls to 0844 numbers are charged at local rate from a BT landline, charges from other providers and mobile networks may vary.

Web: www.banksgroup.co.uk   |   E-mail: highthorn@banksgroup.co.uk   |   Twitter: @The_Banks_Group

150 jobs would 
be sustained

£200m of investment over 
the lifetime of the site

New investment in 
community facilities

Funding towards training 
and qualifi cations

New wildlife 
habitatsK
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We believe Highthorn is an opportunity to create something special for your 
area.  It’s just the start of this exciting project and by getting involved now 
you can play a key role in helping us achieve this goal.

We will be carrying out a comprehensive programme of public consultation 
on Highthorn and giving local people the opportunity to have an input into 
the fi nal design of the project and the benefi ts it would deliver.

The Highthorn site lies between Widdrington Station and Druridge Bay (see 
plan on page 4). The site would be operational for up to 10 years and we 
hope to start work in 2016.

To fi nd out more about the project please visit www.banksgroup.co.uk or get 
in touch using the contact details below.

See www.banksgroup.co.ukfor more information and videos
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What could Highthorn 
mean for you?

We believe that you should see the benefi ts from our 
projects as soon as we start work. The Highthorn 
Surface Mine will deliver benefi ts to your community 
throughout its lifetime and leave a positive legacy for 
decades to come.

Your community
How can Highthorn make your community a better 
place to live, work, learn and play? Here are a few 
of our ideas. 

• Apprenticeships and support towards training 
and qualifi cations

• New cycle routes and facilities

• Improved tourist attractions at Druridge Bay

• Faster broadband

• Better public transport services

• New facilities and activities for young people

If you have some ideas of your own then we’d love 
to hear from you.

Our reputation is built 
upon the quality of our 
community engagement 
and the improvements we 
deliver to the communities 
and the environment in 
which we work.
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Jobs, tourism 
and the economy
Highthorn would protect the jobs of over 150 people 
who currently work at our surface mines at Shotton and 
Brenkley Lane near Cramlington. Highthorn would deliver 
substantial investment into local businesses, the supply 
chain and the tourism economy. We will be working with 
Northumberland Tourism to look at ways of strengthening 
the tourism offer in the area. 

Banks already makes a big contribution to the   
North East’s economy.

• Over 300 local staff

• Over £35m spent annually including:

 • £16m spent on the local supply chain

 • £9.5m spent on wages

 • Over £600k of business rates paid in   
   Northumberland 

Wildlife and open spaces
When the area was fi rst mined in the 1950s they left 
behind a fl at and featureless landscape designed 
for agriculture, not for wildlife. We are working with 
Northumberland Wildlife Trust and other wildlife 
organisations to ensure our proposals for Highthorn will 
create a landscape designed specifi cally with wildlife and 
the local community in mind. These are just some of the 
ideas we have for the area: 

• New footpaths and green spaces for people to enjoy 

• New wildlife habitats including wetlands, hedgerows 
and woodland

• Better protection for existing wildlife and 
encouragement of new species

• A biodiversity action plan that will highlight key       
actions to support our most under threat wildlife.

Maybe you have some more ideas? If so, let us know.

“Highthorn has the potential 
to create a nature park which 
would enhance and add to what 
we’ve already got at Druridge 
Bay. It could be a place where 
local people and visitors could 
come and get close to wildlife 
and really enjoy that experience 
whilst adding both to the local 
economy and to the quality of 
the whole environment here.”
Mike Pratt, Chief Executive, Northumberland Wildlife Trust

“We are excited about the Highthorn project and the 
potential to attract new people to the area and have new 
things for people to do when they come and visit.”
Jude Leitch, Tourism Development Manager, Northumberland Tourism
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Project location Potential timescales
The timeline below sets out our estimated 
timescales for the Highthorn project. We are only 
at the very beginning of this process so by getting 
involved now you have a real opportunity to 
influence the content of our planning application.  

Public consultation
We believe that communities should be able to 
influence the design of our mines and should 
take the lead in identifying the social, economic 
and environmental benefits that result from our 
investment in their area.

We will be carrying out extensive public consultation 
before we submit a planning application for the 
Highthorn Surface Mine and we want to involve all 
sections of the community with the project. 

Some of the events we have planned include:

• Meet the team events

• Community design panels

• Presentations to parish councils and    
 community groups

• Stalls at community events

• Young people’s consultation events

• Consultation with tourists and visitors to the area

We have identified an area of land 
between Widdrington Station and 
Druridge Bay which may contain 

up to seven million tonnes of high 
quality Northumberland coal. 

We are at the earliest stages in Highthorn’s development.  
We will be assessing this area over the next few months to 
better understand the site and its potential.

The design of the mine and the plans for restoration will 
be developed in partnership with the local community and 
you will have an opportunity to influence these through our 
community design panels and other consultation events.

Summer 2013 - Summer 2014 
Public consultation by Banks Mining to 
shape the design of the mine and to identify 
the social, economic and environmental 
benefits that could be delivered

Technical studies and assessments 
required for the planning application

2015
Decision by the Planning and Environment 
Committee at Northumberland County Council

Autumn 2014
Submission of planning application 
to Northumberland County Council

Autumn 2014 - Spring 2015
Official consultation by Northumberland County 
Council with the general public and statutory 
consultees

 

2016
Work begins on site

2027
Coal extraction completed 

2032
End of 5 year restoration and aftercare period

2013

2014

2015

2016

Area of interest 

Possible storage area

If you want to find out more and get involved then please complete our   
survey on the back page or contact us using the details on the front page.

Widdrington
Station

B1337

A1068

A1068

A189

Widdrington

Hadston

Red 
Row

Ellington

Lynemouth
Linton
Colliery

Druridge Bay
Country Park

Possible extraction area

North
Sea



Highthorn local residents surveyWhat we’re about

Banks Mining is part of the    
Banks Group. We are a thriving 
north-east family business that 
has a reputation for proactive 
community engagement and 
delivering tangible benefi ts to the 
communities in which we work.

We have worked and restored over 100 surface mining 
sites since 1976 and have grown to employ over 400 
people in the mining, property and renewable sectors.

We currently operate the Shotton and Brenkley Lane 
surface mines near Cramlington and the Rusha surface 
mine in Scotland. We also have planning permission for 
Ferneybeds, south of Widdrington Station.

What makes us different?
• WE INNOVATE - We are the company that 

constructed Northumberlandia, the largest human 
landform in the world. ‘The Lady of the North’ was 
made possible by surface mining and she has 
already attracted over 50,000 visitors since she 
opened in September 2012.

• WE PIONEER - We created the “restoration fi rst” 
principle, where local communities can enjoy 
tangible benefi ts whilst a mine is still in operation 
and we intend to do the same with Highthorn.

• WE LISTEN - We are the fi rst surface mining 
company to introduce community design panels 
where local people have the opportunity to take part 
in design workshops and infl uence the fi nal design 
of our mines. 

Banks Community Fund 
We support communities across Northumberland through 
our Banks Community Fund. Since 2005 we have donated 
over £700,000 to local community and environmental 
projects in Northumberland and we are always keen to 
support new applications. If you would like more details 
about how to apply then please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

HJB/BA795/049.  Published July 2013.  Printed on paper from sustainable sources.   © The Banks Group Ltd 2013.  All rights reserved.

“Northumberlandia demonstrates what can be achieved when the private sector works 
together with local tourism organisations and the community, and the delivery of this 

new innovative rural tourism attraction in the North East is a vision to behold.” 
James Berresford, Chief Executive, VisitEngland

Name:

Address:

E-mail:

Home Phone:          Mobile:

Are you interested in being part of a Community Design Panel for Highthorn?

q Yes    q No

If no, would you still like to be kept informed of ongoing developments with the scheme?

q Yes    q No

How often do you visit the Druridge Bay area?

q Never  q Rarely  q Sometimes  q Monthly   q Weekly

What do you think are the most important issues that need to be addressed in the design of the Highthorn 
surface mine?

What new facilities would you most like to see in the area?

How can we support local businesses and help people into work or training?

What is your opinion of Banks Mining?

Please detach and complete this questionnaire and return to the freepost address overleaf by Wednesday 31 July 
2013. A version of this form is also available to download on the Highthorn website if you wish to return it via email. 
Alternatively please phone 0191 378 6100 to register your interest.
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FOLD ALONG THE LINE ABOVE AND STICK TOGETHER BEFORE POSTING

Freepost RSLJ-UEJZ-XZLB
Banks Group
Inkerman House
St John’s Road
Meadowfield
DURHAM
DH7 8XL




