
 

 

 

BRADLEY SURFACE MINE 
LIAISON COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Held on Monday, 13 May 2019 at 6.30pm  

in Dipton Jubilee Centre.  

 

M I N U T E S 
  
PRESENT: Cllr Ivan Jewell (Chair) Durham County Council  
 Cllr Alan Shield (Vice Chair) Durham County Council  
 Fr John Bagnall Brooms Church 

 Colin Bell Medomsley Residents Assoc. 
 Robyn Clogg Resident 
 Jamie Drysdale Banks Group 
 Derek English Medomsley Ward Partnership 
 Steven Hanlon Banks Group 

 John Hayes Durham County Council 
 Christine Hogarth Banks Group 
 Margaret Jones Dipton Resident 
 Jill Lomax Banks Group 
 David Marrs Dipton Partnership 
 Paul McNally Leadgate Resident 
 Barney Pilgrim Banks Group  
 Andy Plant Leadgate Partnership 
 Lewis Stokes Banks Group 
 Brenda Surtees  Resident 
 Claire Teasdale Durham County Council Planning 
 Mike Tweddle Durham County Council 
 Belinda Wardle Resident  
 Insp Keith Wardle Police   
  
1 APOLOGIES: 

 Jim Donnelly Banks Group 
 Emma Heenan Laura Pidcock MP Office 
 Michael Jones Dipton Resident   
 Carol Rocke Resident 
 Julia Triston Resident  
  

 ACTION / DATE 
  
2 Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 
2.1 The Minutes were a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

 
2.2 Matters Arising; 
 

AP1 – Complete. The footpath is part of the S106 for the 
existing Bradley scheme. 
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AP2 – Complete 
 
AP3 – Complete 
 
AP4 – Complete 
 
AP5 – Complete 
 
AP6 – Complete 
 
AP7 - Complete 

 
3 Environmental Presentation 

 
3.1 C Hogarth delivered the environmental presentation. This 

can now be viewed at www.banksgroup.co.uk/bradley.  
 

3.2 Key points from the presentation include; 
 

a) The site is working in accordance with the specified 
noise and dust limits and in compliance with the 
planning conditions. 

  
b) Spikes in the readings from the dust monitors relate 

to fog and moisture conditions. In incidents where 
trigger events have occurred, investigation has 
shown that these have corresponded with foggy 
conditions. 

 
c) Noise from the site is audible now at Brooms Farm 

due to the restoration of Area A. 
 

d) Now that Area B is being worked, the site is now 
audible at Pont Rd. 

 
e) Noise from site is now being picked up at low Bradley 

as work progresses into Area B. 
 

f) The site is also audible at the church, due to 
restoration of Area A and workshop activity.  

 
g) Five complaints had been received by Banks since 

the last meeting and one additional one to DCC 
which Banks were made aware of. 

 
3.3 I Jewell commented that officers at DCC are receiving 

complaints, relating to both the Bradley site and other 
unrelated activity nearby, and wanted to assure residents 
that although these do take up a significant amount of time 
and resource, they are thoroughly investigated.  
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3.4 C Teasdale added that these complaints are sometimes 

investigated by several teams all within Planning. Several of 
the complaints relate to the deforestation and are not 
connected to the Bradley site. As such, the Northern 
Planning team would be dealing with these. A Shield added 
that he recently walked the deforestation route and had 
grave concerns about what had taken place, especially 
without any replacement planting having taken place. This 
differs to the work near Pont road where replanting is taking 
place. 

 
4 Site Update by Banks Mining Staff 

 
4.1 J Drysdale gave an update which would also be contained 

within the presentation available as a download from the 
Banks website. Key points include; 
 

a) Site working well and coal production on target. 
 
b) Coal extraction in Area A nearing completion with 

extraction currently being in Cuts 11 and 12. 
 

c) Blasting carried out from 15 May 2019 and residents 
are being notified accordingly. 

 
d) Site restoration commenced in Area A with soils 

replaced on a large part of this area so far. 
 

e) Tree planting undertaken in the north-western part of 
the site which Banks stood off. 

 
4.2 A Shield asked what trees were being planted. J Drysdale 

mentioned various species planted such as: 
 
a) Various Oaks 
 
b) Various Birch 

 
c) Bird Cherry 

 
d) Crab Apple 
 
e) Holly 

 
L Stokes agreed to circulate a more comprehensive list and 
plan with the Minutes.  Please see appendix 1. AP1 – L Stokes 
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4.3 B Wardle asked when Banks stopped working on the site 

due to dust why this did not show on the environmental 
presentation. J Drysdale replied that work is stopped to 
prevent dust leaving the site and therefore the monitors are 
not triggered. M Tweddle added that he has been on site 
when this has happened and asked for an atomiser to be 
used. J Hayes also added that he had been in the vicinity of 
the site (without Banks being aware of his presence) and 
has witnessed Banks stopping work to avoid any dust issues 
and not to have a trigger event. 
 

4.4 B Wardle commented that some of the trees around the 
perimeter of the site haven’t come into bud. M Tweddle 
replied that it is too early to tell however these are all 
monitored and would be replaced if there was a problem. J 
Lomax also added that the various elements of the site are 
monitored for up to 15 years. 

 
4.5 S Hanlon gave an update on the traffic movements to and 

from the site and said no complaints had been received.  He 
provided figures and stated the amount of coal exported.  
The small stocking area was mentioned and the need to get 
coal out. Numbers of traffic movements have decreased 
over the past few weeks but will inevitably increase as 
production increases again. 

 
4.6 I Jewell asked if the lower traffic numbers meant that the 

overall site time might increase. S Hanlon replied that sites 
will always have fluctuating traffic movements, this is 
factored into the overall programme and would not extend 
the overall time of the site. 

 
4.7 D Marrs asked what seams would be worked in Area B. J 

Drysdale answered Top Brass Thill, Bottom Brass Thill and 
the Hutton. 

 
5 Planning Update 

 
5.1 J Lomax commented that DCC officers are regularly out 

visiting the site and the surrounding area looking at both site 
operations as well as the restoration. The six-month review 
of the dust and noise action plans had been agreed. The 
plans will continue to be subject to review moving forwards.  
 

5.2 Ecology checks are taking place in Area B prior to any works 
commencing, including looking for breeding birds. 
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5.3 In addition to the archaeology work done prior to starting on 

site, the archaeologists also do checks throughout the 
operational phase of the project and an annual report will be 
produced which can be shared with the liaison committee 
and any other interested parties. J Lomax also added that 
site engineers monitor the old workings too, but it is not 
always possible to document every area. 
 

5.4 J Lomax added that restoration of Area A was well 
underway. Following the replacement of top soil, seeding 
would be carried out in late summer. A question was asked 
about how the restoration works. J Lomax and J Drysdale 
said that the seeding is done in two phases; one following 
the replacement of the topsoil to stabilise the soils and then 
a second one following the installation of the underdrainage 
system. It was agreed that this could be discussed in greater 
detail at the next meeting. AP2 J Lomax 

 
5.5 Ongoing management of the Billingside Ponds may require 

some vegetation work in winter 2019. 
 
5.6 D Marrs asked if a wildlife body had been agreed to take 

over the gifted areas of the site. J Lomax replied that 
conversations have been held with organisations however 
no formal agreement had been made and as such no further 
details could be given at this time. 

 
6 Policing Issues 

 
Insp Keith Wardle commented that there had been no 
policing issues (connected to the site or transport) to report 
since the last meeting. 
 

7 Restoration Plan  
 

Mainly covered under previous Agenda item (Planning).  
 

8 Bradley Surface Mine Community Fund 
 
8.1 I Jewell commented that he had received some comments 

that groups had found the process complicated and were 
unable to access the forms or any information from the 
County Durham Community Foundation (CDCF). L Stokes 
replied that he had also received some comments about 
this. L Stokes added that he had spoken with CDCF and they 
have transferred to a new website meaning they had 
encountered some teething problems. However, since then, 
seven applications had been started so this demonstrated 
that groups are now able to access the form. Also, if the 
Fund Manager was unavailable, other CDCF staff members 
are on hand to help field any queries or questions about the 
process or specific applications. Fr Bagnall added that he 
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had been able to navigate the new website easily and the 
process had improved. 
 

8.2 L Stokes added that the Bradley Community Fund 
Committee (CFC) had met, one application from Leadgate 
Cricket Club had been supported with a £5,000 grant 
although this had been supported via the main Banks 
Community Fund meaning all the Bradley Fund was still 
available. The next meeting is scheduled for 10 June. 

 
8.3 The first payment into the Bradley Fund was made 

(£4,578.50) and the next payment is £11,595.26. 
 
8.4 A Shield commented that there had been some confusion 

as to the eligible areas of the Bradley Fund. L Stokes agreed 
to include the clause on the eligible areas within the Minutes.  

 
These are as follows: 

 
a) Under definitions:  
 

“Area of Benefit means the geographical area for 
fund eligibility will be restricted to the Leadgate and 
Meadomsley Division and Burnopfield and Dipton 
Division of Durham County Council.  Priority will be 
given to supporting groups and projects benefiting 
the community in the Dipton, Leadgate & Medomsley 
areas.” 

 
b) Under Appendix 1 – Grants Criteria, the following 

wording is included: 
 

Priority for funding will be to support projects and 
groups operating in and benefiting the community of 
the divisional wards in which the site is located. 
These divisions are the Leadgate & Medomsley 
division and also Burnopfield and Dipton division of 
Durham County Council and priority will be for 
projects located in the Dipton, Leadgate & 
Medomsley areas.  

 
9 Update on Bradley West 

 
9.1 J Lomax gave an update on Bradley West. Desk based 

work, technical assessment, and site design work have been 
carried out however the scheme has not been fixed as yet. 
No drilling or intrusive site investigation works have taken 
place although this was expected to take place in the coming 
weeks.  It was noted that there is a requirement to notify 
DCC of intended drilling 
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9.2 J Lomax added that should this work progress positively; a 

planning application could be submitted in the summer. L 
Stokes added that there would be consultation on the 
application and this liaison committee would be notified of 
both the planning application submission and then 
validation. 
 

9.3 J Lomax confirmed that the restoration meeting held a week 
or so ago discussed the overall principles of the restoration 
of Bradley West. This included increasing the gifted land 
area (in addition to the gifted land as part of the existing 
Bradley scheme), additional tree and hedgerow planting 
including along the historic railroad route, improving 
connectivity across the site using a Public Right of Way 
(PRoW) and permissive routes, having a community 
woodland area (not for commercial deforestation), and 
stabilisation of land affected by old workings. It would also 
allow for stabilisation of areas within the existing woodland 
which would help to make this area safe for people to enjoy. 

 
9.4 The Bradley West extension would use the existing 

infrastructure including workshop, coal storing areas and 
access points. The community benefits fund would be 
increased from the current £52,000 to a £100,000 total. 
Coaling of this area could take between 6-8 months whilst 
the programme would still allow for the site to be worked and 
restored in line with the August 2021 end date for the 
existing Bradley site. 

 
9.5 B Wardle commented that this would not be a quick process 

and how long could a planning application take to be 
determined. A Shield also asked about deadlines. J Lomax 
added that there is flexibility built into the programme but is 
confident that the site could be worked and restored by 
August 2021. However, it should also be noted that if delays 
through the planning process were experienced, then Banks 
would still be committed to working the site. C Teasdale 
added that there are targets for the time taken to determine 
planning applications and, in this case, the target would be 
16 weeks as an Environmental Statement would accompany 
the application(s). However, it is not uncommon for a longer 
period of time to be agreed with applicants for determination 
if necessary. B Wardle added that this area had previously 
been subject to a planning application and had been 
rejected. C Teasdale confirmed that this site known as the 
Jolly Drovers site had been brought forward as a planning 
application a number of years ago but had been rejected and 
the reason given was due to it being piecemeal 
development. 
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9.6 A Shield asked if this would result in an increase in traffic 

movements. J Lomax replied that no increase of traffic 
movements would be applied for and it is likely that this 
would be subject to the same planning constraints as the 
current Bradley site. 

 
9.7 A Shield also asked for clarification on the commitment by 

Banks not to further extend the Bradley site. L Stokes replied 
that following the last liaison committee meeting, the team 
had sought confirmation from the senior Banks management 
team on this issue. As part of any Bradley West planning 
application, Banks are willing to enter into a S106 agreement 
that would restrict extensions outside the current Bradley 
site boundary other than the Bradley West extension. A 
Shield asked if officers felt this was an appropriate way to 
deal with this. C Teasdale added that advice had been 
sought from DCC legal team and they felt that a S106 would 
be appropriate.  

 
9.8 D Marrs added that this would not stop any other company 

coming back at any time in the future to look at other mining 
sites. L Stokes replied that it would not be possible for Banks 
to comment on behalf of any other company and their desire 
to work in any other part of the Pont Valley at any point in 
the future  

 
10 Views of Local Residents 

 
10.1 J Hayes commented that the environmental permit for the 

site would need to be amended and this could take up to four 
months. 
 

10.2 A Shield spoke about the timescales involved in submitting 
and preparing an application. It was agreed that Banks 
would notify this committee with any update on a planning 
application for the Bradley West area. 

 
10.3 B Wardle commented that we are in a climate emergency 

and had Banks thought about that. L Stokes replied that 
although Banks agree that as a country, we are moving 
toward cleaner energy generation however until 2025, coal 
will still be used for power generation. Even without power 
generation, the UK still has a demand for circa 5-6 million 
tonnes of coal each year for alternative uses including steel, 
cement and food production. The greenhouse gases 
(GHG’s) emitted from the transportation of imported coal 
from the likes of the US, Russia and Australia are up to 
seven times higher compared to mining our indigenous coal 
here. Therefore, it makes real environmental and economic 
sense to mine the coal we have in the UK. 
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10.4 D Marrs commented that a historic well is located in the 

woods close to the Bradley West area. Although it is in a 
poor condition at present, it would be a positive if it could be 
saved. J Lomax agreed to look at the assessment work 
carried out to date to check to see if it had been identified. AP3 – J Lomax 

 
11 Any Other Business 

 
11.1 L Stokes commented that he would look to produce an 

update newsletter and would hope to circulate this in the 
next month or so. 
 

11.2 B Wardle said that the blasting that had taken place was not 
widely communicated and that there had been some 
confusion with the siren. DCC officers confirmed that the 
siren had sounded on both days. J Drysdale said that the 
warning siren sounds as follows: 

 
a) 1st siren – 5 minute warning until blast (single 

blast of the siren) 
 
b) 2nd siren – 1 minute before blast (2 blasts of the 

siren) 
 

c) 3rd siren – all clear after blast (3 blasts of the 
siren) 

 
11.3 A Shield asked if the charge differed between blasts. J 

Drysdale answered that they differ only slightly, and the 
difference would not be noticeable. 
 

11.4 B Wardle said that dog walkers and the like might be 
surprised about blasting when they are walking around the 
site. L Stokes replied that the flags indicate that blasting is 
taking place and that the signage around the site indicates 
that blasting does take place and they should not enter. J 
Drysdale added that he has sentries with radios posted 
around the site to ensure that no members of the public are 
in the exclusion zone during blasting. B Wardle asked how 
did Banks and DCC know they were the minimum 500m 
away from Douglas Terrace in order to comply with the 
planning conditions. J Drysdale replied that Banks are aware 
of the conditions and blasting is highly regulated, monitored 
and recorded. M Tweddle also added that he would check 
the site blasting plan and would send this to B Wardle.  AP4 – M Tweddle 
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POST MEETING NOTE – M Tweddle has emailed B Wardle 
with information: 
 
He advised that he had  checked the approved documents 
and whilst the whole of Cut 25 (the final cut in Area B) is 
approximately 375m from the nearest property at Douglas 
Terrace (No.15) Condition 36v of Appeal Decision 
APP/X1355/A/11/2150277 (DCC REF: CMA/1/37) requires 
that no blasting shall take place within 500m of any part of 
Douglas Terrace and Hedley Terrace. This means that 
blasting will not be allowed within Cut 25 but will be partially 
permitted within Cuts 18 to 24. However, as some of the 
areas within these cuts are also within 500m there will be 
restrictions on where blasting takes place.”  

 
12 Date & Time of Next Meeting 

 
The next meeting will be held on Monday, 2 September 2019 at 
6.30pm in Leadgate Methodist Chapel. A Shield to book the room. 
Food will be provided and available from 6pm. AP5 – A Shield 
 

  
Minuted by Lewis Stokes 
13 May 2019 
 
Prepared by Clare Tindle  
16 May 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


