
There’s more good news to 
update you on since our last 
newsletter. Please read on to 
see what we’ve been up to in 

your community and for an update 
on operations at our two surface 

mines in Northumberland

The Shotton and Brenkley Lane Surface Mines employ  
over 200 people and we currently spend over £15m on  
local suppliers every year. 

Our last update discussed the additional areas we had 
identified at Shotton and Brenkley Lane that would allow us 
to extend the existing jobs and contracts for another year 
and produce an additional 700K tonnes coal in the UK - 
offsetting the amount of coal that is imported from overseas. 

We have since gained planning approval for two  
additional areas at Shotton and one at Brenkley Lane and 
more information can be found about these developments  
in this newsletter. 

Keeping you involved

Shotton & Brenkley 
Lane Surface Mines
Community Update

FIND OUT MORE: www.banksgroup.co.uk   •   GET INVOLVED: see back page for our contact details



Your personal contact

You may already have met Mike Peeke, your 
development relations coordinator for the Shotton  
and Brenkley Lane projects. 

Mike is your point of call for any questions you may 
have about the projects. He is also interested to 
hear how you’d like your community to benefit – 
environmentally, socially and economically – and 
helping you reap the benefits from our investment   
in your area. 

If you would like to ask any questions and share your 
views, you can write to or email Mike at the address   
on the back cover of this newsletter.

He’d love to hear from you.

Banks Mining is part of 
the Banks Group. At Banks 
Mining we design, develop 
and operate surface mines 

(many of which have been in 
Northumberland) providing 

coal to help meet our 
society’s demand for 

energy in a responsible 
and considerate way.

Development with care is at the heart of our way of 
working, and it’s proven in every one of our projects by 
actions, more so than words. Respect and consideration 
for your environment, your community and our customers, 
employees and suppliers are at the centre of everything 
we do.

In case we 
haven’t met yet

Mike Peeke 
Development Relations Coordinator
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Supporting nearly 200 jobs

Project benefits

Management
Site managers
Deputy Managers
Supervisors

Overburden extraction  
Prime movers
Dump truck drivers

Haul road  
Graders
Dozers

Coal processing  
Loading shovels

Coaling
Excavators
Coal truck drivers

Workshop  
Fitters
Electricians

Engineering Apprentices Misc (includes) 
Environmental Coordinator
Receptionist, Plant Administrator
Stores clerks etc

Labourers  HGV Drivers 

700K
ADDITIONAL TONNES 
OF HIGH QUALITY 
NORTHUMBERLAND 
COAL

POSITIVE 
CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE BALANCE 
OF PAYMENTS BY 
REDUCING THE 
AMOUNT OF COAL 
IMPORTED INTO  
THE UK

CONTINUED 
SUPPORT FOR  
LOCAL COMMUNITY 
PROJECTS

FURTHER 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPROVEMENTS 
AND NEW WILDLIFE 
HABITATS

CONTINUED   
INVESTMENT WITH 
LOCAL SUPPLIERS 
AND CONTRACTORS

£345K
ADDITIONAL
ANNUAL BUSINESS 
RATE - PAID TO  
LOCAL COUNCIL

From the additional areas recently approved at Shotton and Brenkley Lane 
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DO YOU KNOW A LOCAL   
CAUSE THAT COULD BENEFIT? 
Any local groups interested in   
applying for funding should log on to 
www.bankscommunityfund.org.uk 
for more information

Banks in 
your community

Making room for new 
community facilities
Residents of all ages in Stannington village can now enjoy new 
facilities after the completion of a successful campaign to build  
a new community room at the local school. The room is a  
wood-clad, pre-fabricated building which has its own kitchen 
and bathroom facilities, as well as decking and a ramp to  
ensure it is fully accessible to all.

It is now being used as the new home of the local scouts and 
cubs groups, and will also host a wide range of community 
functions, school event and lessons.

“Banks’ generous support for this project is hugely 
appreciated – we simply wouldn’t have been able to go 
ahead with it as quickly as we wanted to without it”

HELEN STOKOE 
Stannington First School head teacher 

Kitted out for success 
Players at a thriving Cramlington Rockets RLFC are 
getting kitted out for further success thanks to a £5,000 
grant from Banks. A whole new range of kit has been 
brought into the club ranging from training balls, bibs 
and medical kit through to tacklebags and shields, pitch 
markers and portable goals. Having recently started a 
new Rocket Tots programme for local five to seven year-
olds, the club committee is hoping they’ll now be able to 
attract even more people along to give rugby league a try.

“The grant gives us the resources we need 
to keep taking the rugby league message out 
across the community, and we’ll hopefully  
see even more players on the pitch during  
the present season and beyond.”

JEFF BALL 
Chairman, Cramlington Rockets RLFC

Playtime in Hazlerigg 
New facilities for older children at a popular play park  
in Hazlerigg village have had their official opening after a 
successful fundraising campaign by a local community group. 

The first phase of the project was completed in 2013 with the 
opening of play facilities for younger children with most of the 
cost of this work being met through a £30,000 grant from the 
Community Fund linked to Brenkley Lane Surface Mine.

Late last year, Banks provided a further £7,250 from the  
same fund to help the Action Group add further equipment   
for older children to it, which include a new set of swings, a   
low ‘supernova’ roundabout and the safety matting on which 
they’ve now been installed.

“The second grant we’ve received from Banks 
means even more of our young people now have 
access to much-needed local play facilities.”

HAZLERIGG ACTION GROUP  

Milkhope Centre    
lit up for Christmas
Tenants and visitors at a unique rural retail centre in 
South East Northumberland, shared the festive spirit 
in December when the new Christmas lights of the  
Milkhope Centre were switched on. 

The new lights for Christmas 2014 were supported 
by The Blagdon Estate and Banks Mining through the 
community fund linked to our nearby Brenkley Lane 
surface mine site.

“The support we’ve had from The Blagdon 
Estate and Banks Mining has made a big 
difference to how the centre looks and feels   
right through the festive season.”

KEITH CROWTHER 
Milkhope Centre tenant



SHOTTON SOUTH WEST AREA

Summer 2015 – Spring 2017    
Progression of excavation in south west area

Early summer 2017 - Restoration of south west   
area and rest of site commences

SHOTTON TRIANGLE AREA

Summer 2017 - Soil strip triangle area

Autumn 2017 - Excavation of triangle area for a year 

October 2019       
Full site restoration complete - including triangle area

Future developments

Shotton update
New site 

compound

SHOTTON 
TRIANGLE AREA

SHOTTON 
SOUTH WEST 

AREA

Progressive restoration

Site boundary

Topsoil mounds

Subsoil mounds

Northumberlandia
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5.3M
TONNES OF 
HIGH QUALITY 
NORTHUMBERLAND 
COAL MINED

27,700
TONNES OF 
FIRECLAY 
RECOVERED

9,500
TONNES OF 
STONE QUARRIED

Key production figures to date

• Excavation continues to progress southwards 
towards Blagdon Lane

• All overburden going to progressive backfill behind the 
working void.

• Overhead electricity lines in Shotton South West area, 
near the junction of Blagdon Lane and the Old A1 
have been diverted and the construction of a footpath 
diversion completed. 

• Soils currently being removed from South West area 
of the site  

• New subsoil mound adjacent to A1 in South West 
corner constructed and hydroseeded in order to 
make them green.

• Progressive restoration of soils commenced behind 
working void.

• Remaining section of western face of overburden 
mound trimmed off and covered with compost prior 
to grass seeding.

• Temporary screening mound constructed behind 
trees retained in Fusilier Plantation (Blagdon Lane).

• New water treatment lagoons being constructed in 
South West area.

• Moving the stock of original coal processing area.

• Herbicide spraying to control weeds on soil mounds 
ongoing.

Recent site progress

Overburden

Active
Backfill

Previous compound

Soil stripping

COAL 
EXTRACTION 

AREA

Site entrance

DIRECTION 
OF WORK

Blagdon Lane

A1



In May 2014, we gained 
approval for additional 
operations on Brenkley 
Lane. These plans will 
sustain the fifty jobs on 
site and continue our 
support for local 
suppliers

Key facts:
Brenkley Additional
• Over 400,000 tonnes of additional coal

• Increase in site boundary of 3 hectares   
 (approximately the size of 6 football pitches)

• No extension in timescales

• Restoration completed by end of 2021
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Brenkley Lane
Recent site progress
• Excavations continue to progress eastwards in the 

direction of the old A1 with all overburden currently 
going to progressive backfill/overburden mound 
behind the working void.

• Aftercare of restored areas on both Delhi and 
Brenkley Lane is ongoing.

• New sheepfolds have been constructed on Delhi.

• Next phase of ecological works in progress. 

• Underdrainage being installed on restored area of 
Brenkley adjacent to Brenkley Lane.Site 

compound

RESTORED
DELHI AREA

Progressive 
restoration 

including new 
water features

Site boundary

Topsoil mounds

Subsoil mounds

Overburden

Active
Backfill

Soil stripping

Site entrance

DIRECTION 
OF WORK

Brenkley
Village

A1

1.7M
TONNES OF 
HIGH QUALITY 
NORTHUMBERLAND 
COAL MINED

19,000
TONNES OF 
FIRECLAY 
RECOVERED

35ha
OF THE SITE HAS 
ALREADY BEEN  
RESTORED

Key facts to date

COAL 
EXTRACTION 

AREA

Overburden

Brenkley
underdrainage

Old
A1

Blagdon
Hall



New project,
new benefits
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424000
598000

430000
592000

Widdrington
Station

A1068

Widdrington

Ellington

Site
boundary

North
SeaDruridge 

Pools

Cresswell 
Pond

COAL 
EXTRACTION 

AREA

We believe Highthorn is a unique opportunity that 
could bring substantial investment to the Druridge 
Bay area and improve the lives of its people and 
wildlife for many years to come. The site would also 
sustain and create a significant number of jobs in 
the North East. 

Alongside the surface mine we intend to 
deliver tangible year on year benefits to the 
communities surrounding the scheme through 
a Banks Community Fund, which could include 
environmental improvements and a skills fund, 
where local people and employers will be able to 
access funding in order to get people into work. 

We have identified the Highthorn site, 
located east of Widdrington Village, 
as a potential new site which could 

bring substantial investment into the 
local communities and the environment 

while sustaining the jobs created at 
the Shotton Surface Mine when 

that project comes to an end

Cresswell

PROPOSED SITE AREA SUPPORT THIS PROJECT

If you would like to support the 
Highthorn project please use the
one click support button at:  
www.banksgroup.co.uk/highthorn/
support-this-project 
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If you have any questions about either the 
Shotton or Brenkley Lane projects or would 
like find out how to apply for funding for local 
community projects, please get in touch  
using the details below:

Get in touch

Mike Peeke, Banks Mining
Shotton Surface Mine, Fisher Lane,
Cramlington, NE23 8AU

shotton@banksgroup.co.uk 

brenkleylane@banksgroup.co.uk

0191 378 6100  or  0844 209 1515*

www.banksgroup.co.uk/highthorn

@The_Banks_Group  

www.youtube.com/TheBanksGroup

*Calls to 0844 numbers are charged at local rate   
from a BT landline, charges from other providers   
and mobile networks may vary. 


