
Welcome 
to the
Birneyknowe
Wind Farm 
Proposal
Exhibition



The purpose of this exhibition is 
to involve you in the proposals 
for the Birneyknowe Wind Farm. 
Giving you the opportunity to:

• View our revised proposals for      
 the final wind farm design

• Comment on and discuss our      
 community benefits package

• Learn more about the work which     
 has been undertaken to address      
 technical issues including ecology,     
 site design and layout.

• Discover more about the          
 business opportunities which       
 could be available if the project      
 is consented

• You will also have the chance to      
 share your views and provide       
 feedback to the team on our        
 project feedback forms

Welcome 



In case we 
haven’t met

Development with care is at the heart 
of our way of working, and it’s proven in 
every one of our projects by actions, more 
so than words. Respect and consideration 
for your environment, your community and 
our customers, employees and suppliers 
are at the centre of everything we do.

Banks Renewables is part of    
the Banks Group and provides 

renewable energy solutions that 
help meet our society’s demand 

for energy in a sustainable and 
considerate way.



420
Employees across all business areas

1,000 suppliers
Contributing to the economy 

Planning consent for over 
100MW of green electricity
One of the UK’s largest and most successful 
independent renewable energy developers 
generating over 120,000Mwhr per year

Banks Group

We are a family run business  
that has been successfully    
delivering projects for 36   
years in the following sectors:

• Surface coal mining 

• Property development 

• Renewable energy 



Banks 
Community Fund

Through the Banks Community Fund, 
we provide funding for community 
groups as soon as we start developing   
a potential wind farm in their area. 

Since it started we have awarded over 
£2.6 million in grants that have benefited 
a wide variety of community groups. 

This funding is available now – please 
speak to us to see if your group is     
eligible. For information on how to apply 
visit: www.bankscommunityfund.org.uk



• Excellent wind resource

• Birneyknowe would comply with 
 planning policy which promotes    
 renewable energy developments and  
 would make a significant contribution to  
 Scotland’s climate change targets

• Proposed turbines are located 
 approximately 3km from the nearest    
 village, Bonchester Bridge 

• The site is not subject to any        
 international or national landscape,     
 or cultural heritage designations 

Why Birneyknowe?



Location



Site selection

The Birneyknowe 
site has been   
carefully selected     
This sieve map shows 
how some of the main  
technical constraints  
limit where wind farm 
developments could be 
built in the Scottish 
Borders area. Taking all 
the known constraints into 
consideration, 
Birneyknowe shows great 
potential for development.



Final site layout



Number of turbines: 15

Dimensions of turbines:                           
Maximum height of 132m to blade tip

Lifespan: 25 years in operation

Current land use: Agriculture

Location: Situated on land approximately 3km west of the village    
of Bonchester Bridge and 4km south east of the town of Hawick

Potential amount of energy generated:                   
Installed capacity of up to 60MW

Grid connection:                               
Yet to be confirmed but likely to be via overhead cables on wooden 
poles connecting to Hawick Sub Station

Key facts



All findings from the environmental surveys have been taken into  
consideration in the development of the fifteen turbine layout which  
we intend to take forward to planning application. These include:

Design 
considerations

ECOLOGY AND            
NATURE CONSERVATION       
• Considered impact on designated sites   
 and a large variety of flora and fauna

• The development would cause no     
 significant negative effects

• A habitat management plan has been   
 developed to enhance local habitats 

CULTURAL HERITAGE         
• Not expected to be any significant     
 effects

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL         
• Minimising the perceived landscape    
 and visual impact while maximising     
 output 

• Design to achieve the right balance 
 of turbine numbers, height and output

ACCESS                
• An access route has been identified    
 for deliveries during construction

• We are in discussions with the       
 local highways authority



Key changes
Key changes adopted as a result of feedback from our continued   
cooperation and consultation with statutory bodies and the public. 

INITIAL LAYOUT: Maximum generating capacity 15-19 TURBINE LAYOUT: Examining the effect of turbine height 

SCOPING STAGE LAYOUT: Extended study area FINAL LAYOUT: 15 turbines 

• Removed outlying turbines to create a more cohesive design
• Moved turbines away from the A6088 and Rubers Law
• Improved cultural heritage impacts and effects on special landscape area



Why wind energy?

39,800* 
Households 

provided with 
green electricity 

annually

85,800* 
Tonnes of 

cardon dioxide
saved each 

year

*Figures are for the Birneyknowe site. These figures are approximate and are based on calculations using the Scottish Government’s 

carbon calculator, using a capacity factor of 32%.

15% 
Helping attain the UK 

Government’s target for 
the sourcing of renewable 

energy by 2020

100% 
Helping attain the Scottish 
Government’s target for 

the sourcing of renewable 
energy by 2020

An inexhaustable 
and indigenous 
energy source

Wind is the most economically
viable source of green 
electricity generation

Supporting British companies
provide an indigenous souce 

of energy for the UK 

Reduce the need for 
foreign imports of fuel and 

safeguarding against 
international price rises



Key benefits over 
project lifetime

Timescale: 25 years

CONSTRUCTION

OPERATION & MAINTENANCE

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

£54m
Total value of
construction

£15.6m*
Possible regional
contracts

£17m
Business
rates

£7.5m
Total community
benefit fund

£32m
Service and
maintenance

39,800† 
Households provided with 
green electricity annually

Habitat Management Plan
to enhance habitats in and 
around the wind farm site

*Figures based on average figures detailed in Renewables UK’s publication Onshore Wind Direct & Wider Economic Impacts (May 2012). 
†Figures are approximate and are based on calculations using the Scottish Government’s carbon calculator, using a capacity factor of 32%.

Timescale: Up to 2 years

Timescale: 25 years



Community benefits
What is a community      
fund package and how     
does it work?

• The local community can decide what
 its priorities are and will help to agree
 appropriate criteria and for use of the  
 funding

• A panel consisting of local residents,  
 councillors and other stakeholders 
 will be set up to assess applications  
 in your area



How could your community funding package be spent?        
Your community funding package has been designed to reflect your feedback and caters 
specifically to the needs of your community. Below is an example of how the Birneyknowe 
community funding package could be used, based on your feedback received to date.   

LOCAL COMMUNITY 
ELECTRICITY DISCOUNT SCHEME
• We are proposing to set up a Local Community Electricity   
 Discount Scheme whereby households and businesses   
 within approximately 4km of the wind farm development   
 can register their interest and benefit from reduced electricity  
 bills, which has been highlighted as an important issue in   
 your community.

• An annual payment would be paid for the wind farm’s   
 lifetime, made to individual properties and households in   
 order to subsidise electricity bills.

• Those properties approximately 4km from the wind farm   
 would receive a basic annual sum, with properties within   
 2km receiving an enhanced payment.

• Payments would commence once the wind farm is   
 operational.

LEARNING, WORKING, EARNING
• Your community has told us that tackling unemployment   
 is an important issue to be addressed.
• In response to this, we have devised the Learning, Working,   
 Earning initiative which we would introduce funded by   
 revenue from Birneyknowe Wind Farm.  
• Individual grants would be available of up to £5,000.
• Local employers could use the grant to fund apprenticeships  
 and work-based learning.
• Local people could use the grant to subsidise such things   
 as transport, childcare, PPE and training.

OTHER INITIATIVES COULD INCLUDE:
• Energy efficiency improvements to local buildings
• Wildlife and habitat improvements
• Assistance for faith groups and projects
• Improving community amenities

Up to 
30%

Up to £300,000 COMMUNITY FUND p.a.

Up to 
70%

Community benefits

Companies who have expressed an interest in 
the Learning, Working, Earning Initiative include:



*Figures are approximate and are based on calculations using the Scottish Government’s carbon calculator, a capacity factor of 32%, annual electricity usage of 4370 kWh, CO2 savings of 516kg per kWh. 

• Clean, green electricity for         
 approximately 39,800 homes*

• The development would reduce CO2    
 emissions by up to 85,800 tonnes* per   
 year in comparison to producing energy  
 by non-renenwable means

• Harnessing a clean, green renewable  
 energy source to reduce the need to    
 import high cost fossil fuels from abroad  

• Potential to provide new and 
 improved habitats for local wildlife     
 with an environmental management    
 programme

• The wind farm, if approved, would make  
 an important contribution towards
 meeting the Scottish Government’s over  
 arching renewable energy targets of    
 100% by 2020

Environmental 
benefits



• Your local economy stands to benefit    
 from the awarding of local construction 
 sub-contracts via this main contractor.

• The sourcing of local plant, materials    
 and labour throughout the construction
 period would all result in business and   
 job opportunities for local companies.

• The wind farm will also generate annual
 business rates.  

• The wind farm would help promote 
 rural diversification and optimise
 productivity from the land, as normal
 agricultural activities would still be able   
 to take place right up to the base of the
 turbines. 

Economic benefits
We believe in using local businesses and suppliers for contracts   
connected to the construction of our wind farms where possible. 



Engineering
£1,000 

Haulage
£1,200 

Building 
Products
£100,000 

Transport
£1,500 Admin

£5,500 Cleaning
£6,500 

Aggregates
£99,500 

Stone 
Production

£5,000 

Drainage
£2,000 

Concrete
£85,000 

Tarmac
£14,000 

Spend on local material suppliers

Total: £321,200

Site Security
£50,000 

Earthworks Testing
£3,000 

Traffic Management
£6,000 

Plant Hire
£50,000 

Scaffolders
£2,500 

Plasters
£2,000 

Roofers
£2,500 

Surfacing 
Contractors

£23,000 

White Liners
£1,500 

Fencing
£20,000 

Local 
Ground-
worker
£5,000 

Local 
Labour 
Agency
£5,000 

Local subcontractor spending

Total: £170,500

In 2011, we built a four turbine wind at Marr in Doncaster. The figures below show the 
diversity of the local suppliers and subcontractors that were used and how much was 
spent with each. The Birneyknowe project is significantly larger than the Marr Wind Farm 
which could mean significant investment with local suppliers and subcontractors if the  
project was to go ahead.

Creating local       
opportunities



Investing locally

• Concrete producers

• Reinforced steel manufacturers

• Local stone quarry companies

• Consumable retailers

• Construction companies 
 (for the compound building)

• Accommodation

• Catering

• Cleaning 

• Waste solutions

If Birneyknowe is given    
consent the range of services 
that will be needed locally will 
include: 



What happens next
We have finished all 
environmental investigations 
on site and will continue to 
engage with all stakeholders 
and encourage anyone who 
is interested in the proposals 
to get in touch.

We are now preparing a planning 
application for a fifteen turbine scheme to 
be submitted to the Scottish Government’s 
Energy Consents Unit in Spring 2014. The 
application will also be formally considered 

by Scottish Borders Council

We are proud to be the main sponsers of Hawick Rugby Club this season
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